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  A book is a gift you can open again and again. Garrison Kellor   
This edition includes everything you need to know about the upcoming events taking place during Book 

Week. Keep yourselves updated with the latest reading tips, resources and AR results. There is also a   
special page for parents at the end as well as the ’Just for Fun’ quiz.  Miss Hitchcock 

Word Millionaires 
We have some new millionaires joining the team this 

half term: 
Benjamin 
Izabella 
Ezekiel 
Travis 

 
An extra congratulations to Chloe is now over 2 million 

words! Amazing! 

Reading Team 

It has been a busy term but we have managed to pack in lots of reading fun and learning. The library 
team have working tremendously hard on keeping our library in order and scanning in all the books to 

make sure our records are up to date.  Our reading ambassadors have been monitoring their classes and 
trying to keep on top of how many quizzes children are doing. We have been spending many weeks     

organising events for our Book Week which we are very excited for. Overall, we have had a really          
fantastic term! 

Everyone should be aiming to achieve an average 
of 85% in their AR quizzes. Each term, we compare 

how close each class is to this.  
 

Congratulations again to the top three classes from 
last term: Birch, Pine and Poplar! 

They were able to enjoy some hot chocolate and 
biscuits during their class reader time. 

Prize-winners 

Well done to every child who got the chance to win a 
prize for either 5 day reader or 100% quiz! We had lots 

of children’s names in the raffle ticket boxes.  

All children should be reading often and quizzing       

regularly—once a week is a good goal. 

So far this term, the class who has taken and passed the 

most quizzes are: Juniper with 138. 

The class who’s average percentage of target met is: 

Poplar with 87.8% 

The class with the most minutes read is Birch was 44 

minutes. 

Well done to all of these classes! You will be rewarded 

with hot chocolate and biscuits for one of your story 

times next half term. 

Certificates 

We have had lots of children being given AR certificates this 
term—well done! For information on how to move onto the 

next stage, read above: 



Competitions 

There are many free online reading competitions for you to join which great prizes to win! Follow this 

link. 

You could be in the chance with getting your hands on a brand new copy on one of these books: 

EYFS Stories 

EYFS children have been creating lots of their own 

story books this term and sharing them with the 

class. They have been working on 

their writing and coming up with 

some super creative stories! 

 

 

 

  

New Books 

Do you want to keep up with news about new 
books that are being released? 

Check out this blog from the guardian for a round 
up of the best new picture books and novels. You 
might prefer to watch this video from ‘The Reader 
Teacher’ to see which books are being released in 
February. Books for Topics have also put together 
a list of great books for 8-12 year olds that will be 
released during the spring. Click here to have a 
look.   

Which ones would you like to read?  

Don’t forget you can request new books to be 
purchased for the school library– just speak to 
one of our librarians.  

Author Events 

Scholastic have a range of really great resources for 
reading and most especially during Book Week.  

Follow this link to see all the live events that authors 
will be holding online both for that week and in the 

future. 

They even include special celebrity guests such as 
singer Alesha Dixon! Make sure you don’t miss out! 

Medway Libraries 

Don’t forget that with a Medway Libraries card, you 
can access a range of online resources for free.  

As well as a huge selection of physical books, this       
includes:  

• 12,000+ eBooks and eAudiobooks for all ages 

• 130+ eMagazines 

• online reference resources– perfect for      
homework  

 To join the library and gain instant online access, 
please sign up here. 

The importance of reading for pleasure 

Regularly reading stories or novels outside of 

school is associated with higher scores in     

reading assessments. (PIRLS, 2006; PISA, 2009) 

So try to read for twenty minutes every day to 

have the greatest benefit! 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/competitions
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2022/jan/28/childrens-and-teens-roundup-the-best-new-picture-books-and-novels?CMP=twt_books_b-gdnbooks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTj4-HEb6U8
https://www.booksfortopics.com/post/ones-to-watch-new-children-s-fiction-for-spring-2022
https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/scholastic-schools-live
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200181/libraries/53/join_the_library/1.


Upcoming Events 

What creative way can you read? 

Have you ever tried reading a book whilst doing a 

handstand? Or juggling some balls? During book week, 

can you take a picture or video of yourself reading 

books in the most creative way you can think of? The 

most inventive ways will 

be in the chance of a 

winning a prize! 

World Book Day 2023 takes place on Thursday 2nd March however we will be having a 

week exciting activities the week after from the 6th-10th of March. At St Mary’s, we    

enjoy and celebrate books all year round, but we are excited to have the opportunity to 

do so even more than usual on this important day.  

The Masked Reader  

You will be pleased to hear that, due to popular demand, The Masked Reader will be 

returning to St Mary’s this year. Although it will be shown to children in school on 

World Book Day, it will also be shared on class Teams pages for the week as we know 

that many family members enjoyed taking part last year. The reveal will take place on 

Friday 8th March during whole school assembly. Thanks in advance to Miss  Godley for 

organising this, and to all the staff who take part.  

World Book Day Books 

We are excited to reveal that this year we will be 

providing children with a £1 World Book Day book 

in school. This means that instead of  taking home a 

£1 book voucher, you will actually take home a 

brand new book! Use this link to see more            

information about each book in the great selection 

available this year. Of course, if there is more than 

one book you would like, you can always buy       

additional ones for just £1 each from local book 

shops and supermarkets while stocks last.  

Thank you to  Waterstones in Chatham for allowing 

us to deliver these books to children at St Mary’s.  

Mrs Bennett Bear 

As a leaving gift last term, Mrs 

Bennett kindly gifted us a bear 

made from our school uniform 

to represent St. Mary’s. During 

Book Week you can donate 50p 

and submit a name of your 

choice. All money collected will 

go towards our school library.  

Spelling Bee 

KS2 children will be taking part in a brand new St. 

Mary’s Spelling Bee. The children will be tested on a 

mixture of spellings across the year groups. If     

children want to get nominated by their teachers 

then they need to get practicing before next term. 

There will be trophies for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. 

Look out in our next newsletter for pictures of this 

great event! 

 

EYFS Storytime 

We would like to invite the parents and guardians of 

our little ones in EYFS for an afternoon story time on    

Tuesday 7th March. It will be a lovely opportunity to sit 

and enjoy listening to a story with your child in the 

comfort of their classroom. There will be                    

complimentary drinks and treats for all who attend. 

 

https://www.worldbookday.com/books/


Upcoming Events 

M&M Production 

As always in March, we will be welcoming M&M Theatrical        

Productions to St Mary’s for a special live performance.  

Children from Reception to Year 6 will enjoy watching this on the 

morning of 6th March and will all be 

doing some writing based around this 

story in their English lessons. We do 

ask parents for a contribution of £3 to 

allow this enriching opportunity to 

take place– please see separate letter 

for more information.  

 

 

If you enjoy stories about magic, monsters, mystery and madness then we are very excited to announce 

that on Tuesday 21st and Wednesday 22nd of February will be having the wonderful upcoming author 

Karen Greaves visiting us in celebration of Book Week.  She will coming into individual classes to do    

personalised workshops for the children and teachers to enjoy. 

Her novel, Please Sir, The Gremlin Ate My Homework! is written for those aged nine to twelve with 

awesome cover designs by Zoe Saunders. For the younger ones, Grandma Georgia’s Amazing Handbag is 

her fun picture book fabulously illustrated by Roberta Magro! 

Mad Monsters and a Gremlin that eats your homework! Life’s crazy at Grosse Manor; a secret sanctuary 

for ‘exotic animals’ run by Kade’s eccentric Great Uncle Fitz. When the 

troublesome Gremlin terrorises the nearby village, Uncle Fitz is in big 

trouble. Was the Monster’s escape an accident or is someone trying to 

set Uncle Fitz up? With the help of his friends, Ivy, Joss and Calvin, can 

Kade solve the mystery and save the Monsters from a terrible fate?  

Karen also has many great resources on her website for both reading 

and writing.  

For those aged six to eight, she has some upcoming books! You can 

find more information about her on her website: https://

kdgreaves.com/ 

Children will be able to purchase books on both days at a discounted 

rate: Please Sir, The Gremlin Ate My Homework! the price is £6.00 and 

Grandma Georgia’s Amazing Handbag, the price is £7.00 for the        

paperback and £12.00 for the hardback. 

Author Visit 

Travelling Books 

During the week of 8th– 14th 

March, we will be holding a Book 

Fair. This is always very popular with 

children and families, and is a great 

way to help the school to purchase 

more fantastic books for our        

children.  

As was the case last year, this will 

take place during school time and 

children will have the opportunity 

to visit the library to view the    

available books and then bring 

home a wish list. Please look out for 

more details nearer the time.  

https://kdgreaves.com/
https://kdgreaves.com/


What were the Brothers Grimm's first names? 

 

Who knows how to spin straw into gold? 

 

Which fairy tale inspired Disney's "Frozen"? 

Just For Fun!  
How much do you know about fairy tales? 

 

 

The winning classes for this term: 

 EYFS/ KS1 KS2 

December Holly Yew 

January Willow Juniper 

Reading at St Mary’s 

Nursery children have really enjoyed ‘Here Comes Jack Frost’ by Kazuno Kohara. 
Reception have read lots of books linked to space including ‘Aliens Love Underpants’.  

‘Flying Free: How Bessie Coleman’s Dreams Took Flight’ has been informing Year 1 children’s writing.  
Year 2 have been exploring ‘The BFG’ and  ‘The Hundred mile an hour dog’.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Year 3 have been reading ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes in their reading lessons.  
 Year 4 have been on an African adventure with ‘Akimbo and the Baboons’ by Alexander McCall Smith.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Linked to their space topic, Year 5 are reading ‘The Jamie Drake Equation’ by Frank Cottrell-Boyce. 
Year 6 have visited Camp Green Lake with Stanley in ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar.  

What does the name 'Pinocchio' mean? 

 

Who lives under the bridge in the Three Billy Goats 

Gruff? 

 

What did the wicked wolf disguise himself as in the 

story of Red Riding Hood? 



World Book Day 

Although we will be celebrating World Book Day at school, perhaps you would like to continue with more 

activities at home. Use this link to download a free World Book Day Challenge Pack full of ideas: 

pawprintfamily.com/product/world-book-day-challenge-pack/ Once your child has completed the        

activities, you might want to reward them with a special badge, available to order here: worldbook-

day.com/fundraising/buy-the-badge/ Enjoy!  

Parent Page 

Reading together at home is one of the most important things that parents and carers can do to support 

children in school and beyond. This is the case no matter how old your child is. Research shows that  

reading for pleasure is the most important thing for children to be successful– even more than               

socioeconomic background.  

Being involved and interested in your child’s reading is therefore key to ensuring they do well at school. 

Here are some ways you can encourage your child to read for pleasure:  

- Read to your child regularly. You might feel they are too old but that won’t be the case. Even children in 

Year 6 still enjoy listening to stories at school. 

- Listen to your child read. Again, no matter how old they are, this is still important. This encourages          

discussion and will help you identify new words your child might not be able to pronounce or understand.  

- Let them see you reading. It is important for children to have a reading role model, whether that be a 

parent, carer, grandparent or older sibling.  

- Discuss books with them. Ask them questions about what they are reading, the book they are listening 

to at school or what they are learning in reading lessons or RWI at the moment.   

Reading Books 

Children on RWI bring home two 

reading books each week. The first 

is the ‘Book Bag Book’ which is 

linked to their RWI lessons. It      

contains sounds that your child has 

learnt so they should be able to 

read this independently. However, it is important 

that they read this book more than once during the 

week to increase their fluency and understanding.  

Their second book is one they will 

have chosen to take home but might 

include some sounds they have not 

learnt yet. Therefore, this book is to 

be shared together with adults or 

older siblings. Perhaps your child could talk about 

what is happening on each page before you read it. 

Maybe they could identify words they recognise.   

Accelerated Reader- Home Connect 

Signing up to Home Connect allows you to see your 

child’s progress in Accelerated Reader and how 

they are performing in their reading quizzes. You 

can see the books they have taken quizzes on, how 

many points they have accumulated and sign up to 

email alerts each time your child completes a quiz. 

Follow this link to a short video showing you how 

to navigate Home Connect.  

You can also use this platform to check if a book 

has a quiz, which level it is and how many points it 

is worth. Of course, if your child wants to read a 

book that does not have a quiz, that is fine; it just 

means they won’t be able to earn points.  

If you haven't already, sign up by following this 

link: https://Ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/

HomeConnect The login details are the same as 

those your child uses to quiz in school.   

pawprintfamily.com/product/world-book-day-challenge-pack/
worldbookday.com/fundraising/buy-the-badge/
worldbookday.com/fundraising/buy-the-badge/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hxxpQoWGgQ8&t=11s&ab_channel=LennyDutton
https://Ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/HomeConnect
https://Ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/HomeConnect

