
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Reading Newsletter Autumn Term 2 

     A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies... The man who never reads lives only one. 
George R R Martin  

 

This edition includes some ideas for festive book fun, ideas of competitions to enter and an update of 
books we have been reading in school. There are details of competition winners from school, a festive 
book quiz and details of recent fundraising events. Wishing you all a very merry Christmas.  Mrs Bennett 

Reading Team 

From January, Miss Hitchcock will be taking over the leadership of English across the school and       

therefore will be working closely with the Reading Ambassadors. The library will continue to be run by 

our team of Y6 librarians and the support of Mrs White. Along with the support of many staff members 

who actively promote a love of reading, I am sure the reading culture at St Mary’s will continue to grow 

and the children will maintain their many achievements in reading. 

Word Millionaires  

Congratulations to our two Word Millionaires: 

Chloe in Pine 

Megan in Poplar 

Who will join them next term? 

Everyone should be aiming to achieve an average 

of 85% in their AR quizzes. Each term, we compare 

how close each class is to this.  

Huge congratulations again to Poplar class who, 

with the highest average score of 87.1% have      

exceeded this target again– well done! 

All children should be reading often and quizzing 

regularly– once a week is a good goal.  

So far this term, the class who has taken and 

passed the most quizzes is Pine class with 228! 

In second place is Birch with 222 quizzes and     

Poplar are in third place with 216.   

Certificates 

Everyone is working towards their next certificate. 

Check the information above to see what you 

need to do for each award.  

As none of the other KS2 classes came close to 

meeting the achievements of Birch, Poplar and 

Pine, all three of these will be rewarded with hot 

chocolate and biscuits for one of their story times 

next half term. Other classes need to try a lot  

harder next term! 

Targets 

A number of children have achieved their           

individual targets for this term.                           

They will all receive certificates.  



Book Fair 
 

Huge thanks to all those families who supported our recent Travelling Books book fair. We are very 
pleased to announce that we earned more than £500 to spend on books for our school from Scholastic. 
We have already placed some new titles on the library shelves and some more are due to arrive soon. 

Hopefully you are all enjoying the books you bought at the fair. 

Festive Fun! 

Are you in a festive mood? Looking for some inspiration for your Christmas 
list? Look no further... 

 

Visit this poetry advent calendar. Do you think you could learn any of these by heart?  

 

In this advent calendar, you can open each door to reveal a Christmas children’s book and a linked video. 
Which will be your favourite?  

 

Have a look at this round up of books which received great reviews from children in 2022. Have you read 
any? toppsta.com/blog/view/best-children's-books 

 

Maybe you would like to add an award-winning book to your list? Foyles 
named their Children’s Book of the Year 2022 as ‘Tyger’ by SF Said which is 
illustrated by Dave McKean.  The Waterstones Children’s Books of the Year 
2022 is ‘Skandar and the Unicorn Thief’ by A F Steadman. Scholastic have 
put together a ‘Books of the Year’ collection covering a range of genres.  

 

Earlier this year, The Reading Agency teamed up with the Science 
Museum Group for a fantastic Summer Reading Challenge with the 
Gadgeteers. Now they are back for the Winter Mini Challenge. Click 

here to find out more and sign up.   

Competition Winners 
 

Congratulations to Spencer (Y2), 
Lohan (Y3), Eseosa (Y4), Vively 

(Y5) and Vicky (Y6) who were all 
winners of the Black History 

Month competition. They chose a 
brand new book each from          

Scholastic.  

Sponsored Read 

 
Well done and thank you to those children who 

took part in the recent event. We raised over £500 
which is fantastic- this will all go towards English 

events at school. Congratulations to Kai Yi in       
Juniper who raised the most individually. It was 

very close between some classes but with £72.50, 
it was Yew class who raised the most collectively.  

Competitions  

Everyone loves free books! Visit these websites to be in with a chance of winning some goodies. 

National Book Tokens is 90! To be in with a chance of winning a year of cake and a £90 book voucher,  
enter this competition. There are many other competitions on the Caboodle site, including the Hidden 

Books Game.  

The BookTrust website also has a range of competitions you can enter for free.  

https://www.poetrybyheart.org.uk/advent-calendar/
https://calendar.myadvent.net/?id=o14xkadoy98hvjayhqm9ccy2csv12m7a&fbclid=IwAR25300_IoYBqiDw6IZeBw5me9t3At_kiPFl3awgTyGU4gZwVUdspKF164k
toppsta.com/blog/view/best-children's-books
https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/books-of-the-year
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/winter-mini-challenge-2022
https://caboodle.nationalbooktokens.com/win-a-year-of-cake-and-90-to-spend-on-books
https://caboodle.nationalbooktokens.com/hiddenbooks/
https://caboodle.nationalbooktokens.com/hiddenbooks/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/competitions/


Can you name these Christmas-themed books, some of which featured at the recent book fair? 

 

 

 

Just For Fun! Have a go at these quick quizzes to test your knowledge of Christmas books.  

Answers from last edition: ‘Pumpkin Soup’, ‘The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark’, ‘The Leaf Thief’, ‘Winnie’s Amazing        

Pumpkin’, Lemony Snicket, 31st October, Beowulf, October 

 

 

The winning classes for this term: 

 EYFS/ KS1 KS2 

October Beech Birch 

November Holly Pine 

Reading at St Mary’s 

Linked to their characteristics of effective learning, children in EYFS have been reading a range of books 

by Julia Donaldson.  

 

 

 

 

In Year 1, children have been enjoying a range of books from their book corners, including books that 

children have brought in from home. Holly class have also enjoyed ’Chocolate Cake’ by Michael Rosen. 

Year 2 have been reading ‘The Christmasaurus’ by Tom Fletcher.  

Maple have been reading ’The Wild Way Home’ and Yew have visited Narnia in ‘The Lion, The Witch and 

the Wardrobe’. Juniper have been reading ‘The Butterfly Lion’ and Poplar have been on adventures with 

‘The Legend of Podkin One Ear’. 

 

 

 

 

 

Birch have been reading ‘Why the Whales Came’ and Pine are enjoying ‘The Unforgotten Coat’. Both  

classes in Year 6 are reading ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ by Emma Carroll, which is linked to their WW2 

topic.  



Parent Page 

Reading Volunteers 

Thank you to those if you who volunteered to be a reader at school. We are waiting for the names of any 

parishioners who might be interested and then you will all be contacted in the new year to arrange some 

training.  

Home Reading  

We would like to remind you that children are expected to read at home regularly. Children who read at 

home (and have this evidence in reading record books) at least five times a week will receive a raffle   

ticket. All children, no matter their age or ability, should be encouraged to read out loud on occasion. 

KS2- To be most successful with reading, children in 

KS2 should: 

• choose books within their ZPD range 

• read for at least 30 minutes a day (15 of which 

is provided at school) 

• score an average of 85% in their quizzes.   

Sign up to Home Connect to see your child’s         

progress in Accelerated Reader by following this link:  

Ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/

HomeConnect  

The login details are the same as those your child 

uses to quiz in school.  

Thank you! 

We are very grateful to those who supported our 

recent Book Fair and Sponsored Read, especially 

during this cost of living crisis. Together, both 

events raised over £1000 for the school to spend 

on books and other events to enrich the children’s 

learning at school.  We really appreciate all your 

support. 

 

 

 

 
Second-Hand Sale 

Thank you to those who purchased books at our 

recent book and uniform sale. Mrs Lapthorn is 

planning to hold these regularly, so look out for 

more information and pop along to grab a         

bargain!  

KS1: Children on RWI bring home a ‘Book Bag 

Book’ each week, which is linked to their RWI 

lessons. It contains sounds that your child has 

learnt so they should be able to read this         

independently. However, it is important that 

they read this book more than once during the 

week to increase their fluency and                     

understanding. Later in the week, they will bring 

home the book they have been reading in school 

to share with you. Children will also bring home 

a ‘reading for pleasure’ book which is to be read 

to them and shared together.  

Winter Challenge 

The organisers of the Summer Reading Challenge 

return for the Winter Mini Challenge. Don’t forget 

to sign your child up. For more information, click 

here.  

 

 

 

Hidden Books Game 

To be in with a chance of winning a £500 book  

token, guess all 20 book titles in this virtual 

bookshop. Even if you don’t complete the        

challenge, there are other prizes you could win.  

There are also other children’s and family games 

that can be played by following this link. Good luck 

and enjoy! 

https://Ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/HomeConnect
https://Ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/HomeConnect
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/winter-mini-challenge-2022
https://caboodle.nationalbooktokens.com/hiddenbooks/
https://caboodle.nationalbooktokens.com/hiddenbooks/

