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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

This term continues to be very positive and exciting, enriched with competitions, fundraising, educational visits, 
sports, music and art enrichment, within the wider community.  It is lovely to see the children preparing for their 
Nativities and Christmas, as we begin the season of Advent, and we look forward to welcoming you all to these 
towards the end of term. 

Monday 14th—18th November was National Anti-Bullying Week coordinated by the Anti-Bullying Alliance.          
Anti-Bullying Week happens in schools across England each November.  

The theme this year is ‘Reach Out’. 

As parents and carers we all want our children to be happy and safe, and it is natural to worry about bullying,   
particularly if you have experienced bullying yourselves or think your child may be more vulnerable to bullying.  

As a parent or carer, you are a vital piece of the puzzle in tackling bullying.  You have a unique role to play in    
guiding and supporting your child through their school years and there are many positive steps you can take to 
help keep your child safe from bullying and harm.  One of the steps is knowing when to ask for support.   

Whether it is verbal, physical, online or in-person, bullying has a significant impact on a child’s life well in to     
adulthood. By making small, simple changes, we can break this cycle and create a safe environment for everyone.       

St Mary’s recognises that this focus should not be for one week and is committed to long-term sustainable 
measures to prevent and deal with any form of bullying behaviour, working together with children and parents to 
address this important issue. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs MJ Grabski 
Headteacher 

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 

Christ the King 
 

Pilate summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world.”   John 18:33, 36 

 
The Kingdom Jesus is talking about is the Kingdom of Heaven.  No matter who we 
are or what we have done, Jesus offers us forgiveness, love, welcome and an     
invitation to a personal relationship with him.  All we have to do is ask Jesus to be 
the King of our hearts. 
 
 

Lord Jesus, your Kingdom is a Kingdom of truth and life.  Lord have mercy 
Your Kingdom is a Kingdom of holiness and grace.  Christ have mercy 

Your Kingdom is a Kingdom of justice, love and peace.  Lord have mercy 
 
 

Dear Jesus, 
I invite you to be the King of my heart. 

Help me to follow your ways and live well in your Kingdom. 
Amen 
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CHRISTMAS NATIVITY DATES 

NURSERY NATIVITY 

This will be on Monday 5th December at 
10.30am. 

YEAR R NATIVITY 

This will be on Wednesday 7th December at 2pm.    

YEAR 1 & YEAR 2 NATIVITY 

There will be 2 performances but we ask that no one 
attends more than once, so that everyone has a 
chance to attend.  

Monday 12th December at 2pm 

Those parents with pre-school children are invited to 
this performance.  Please note that your child may be 
asked to sit on your lap if the hall is full. 

Tuesday 13th December at 2pm 

Adults Only No pre-school children will be allowed at 
this performance. 

CHRISTMAS NATIVITY YEAR 5 & YEAR 6 

Parents with children in Year 5 and Year 6 are            
welcome to join our celebration in Church on                                  
Friday 16th December at 2pm. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE TO CHILD PROTECTION AND 
SAFETY, NO PHOTOGRAPHS OR VIDEOS CAN BE      
TAKEN DURING PERFORMANCES AT SCHOOL. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION. 

ALLERGY AWARE 

Nuts, peanuts or any product containing nuts or  
peanuts are not allowed in school. 

Please be considerate when preparing your child’s 
lunch or snack boxes and ensure that they do not 
contain nuts, including products that contain nuts.  
For example, peanut butter, cereal bars, sesame 
bars, etc. 

If you are unsure, please check the packaging. 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

St Mary’s Christmas Lunch is 
scheduled for Wednesday 14th 
December. 

 

CLASS CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

Class Christmas Parties are scheduled for 
the afternoon of Wednesday 14th 

December.  Please send in a small selection of party 
food such as crisps, sausage rolls, cakes for the 
children to enjoy. Children can wear their party 
clothes all day for this occasion.       

PARKING RESTRICTIONS IN GREENFIELD ROAD, 
SPRINGFIELD ROAD AND RAILWAY STREET 

This is advance notice that changes are being made to 
the operation of the above roads.  The changes and 
new parking restrictions come into effect on            
19th December 2022. 

A ban on loading Monday to Friday 8am - 9.30am and 
3 - 4.30pm will be added to the existing double      
yellow lines in Railway Street, Greenfield Road and        
Springfield Road to prevent waiting during peak 
school times.  New kerb ’stripes’ and yellow signs will 
be installed. 

To report illegally-parked vehicles, visit: https://
www.medway.gov.uk/info/200136/
parking_roads_travel/583/
report_illegal_parking_in_medway/2  
 
and complete the report form, or call the hotline on 
07718 130 962 or email: 
parkinghotline@medway.gov.uk 
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CHILD CAR SEAT SAFETY 

Please note that children travelling in a car always 
need to be wearing a seatbelt. Depending on their 
weight and height, they must also be in a car seat or 
booster seat until approximately 12 years old.  

E-SAFETY 

Whether it's through age appropriate games or social 
media apps, our children can be participants in group 
online chats. Outside of school this is the most       
popular way for children to engage with friends 
online.  

Involving, by definition, three or more individuals, 
these groups allow users to send messages, images 
and videos to everyone in one place. While they are 
useful for helping friends, people with shared interests 
or members of a club to communicate and coordinate 
activities, they can also leave young people feeling 
excluded and bullied – as well as providing               
opportunities for inappropriate content to be shared 
and viewed.  

The risks to be aware of include: exclusion and           
isolation, inappropriate content, sharing content,                   
unknown members, excessive notifications and a fear 
of missing out.  

To support our children we need to make sure that we 
are offering open, supportive conversations without    
judgement so that we can discuss tips such as           
silencing notifications, not sharing content or           
reporting content.   

If you'd like to know more on this topic you can visit 
National Online Safety or discuss with Mrs Cosgrave. 

Mrs Cosgrave 

Early Years and Computing Lead 

ST MARY’S SPONSORED READ 

 To celebrate and encourage a lifelong love of reading at home and school, we are running a 
sponsored read between Monday 28th November and Sunday 4th December and we would 
love as many of you as possible to join in.  

All the money raised will go towards new books for our school as well as workshops and         
experiences for the children.  

At St Mary’s, we always expect children to spend time each day either reading to themselves, to others, or being 
read to. For this week of the sponsored read, please encourage your child to read even more than usual, and    
record this on the reading log. They can read books, comics, magazines, newspapers, menus, websites, recipes, 
poems, leaflets, instructions – anything with words!  

If you are able to support our sponsored read, please complete the sponsorship form which will be sent home 
with your child this week, along with a reading log for your child if they wish to use it to record their reading.     
Every little helps so the smallest sponsorship is appreciated.  

Each child that takes part will receive a raffle ticket to be in with a chance of winning a book of their choice. There 
will also be a prize for the individual child and the class that raises the most money.  

Please make sponsorship payments via ParentPay and return sponsorship forms to the school by Wednesday 7th 
December.  

 

Good luck and happy reading!  

 

Mrs Bennett, English Lead 
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Collect FREE donations for our school with all your 
online shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School  Supporters and our 
new supporters, who have helped to raise school 
funds through www.easyfundraising.org.uk and we 
are pleased to inform you that so far we have raised 
£748.56! 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to 
raise much needed funds, to support our curriculum 
and events for the children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 
3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you have 
made your purchase, the retailer will make a donation 
to our school at no extra cost to you.  Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmary

scatholicprimaryschool1/ 

CHILDREN DUE TO START SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2023 

If your child’s 5th birthday is between 1st September 
2023 and 31st August 2024 they will be due to start 
school in September 2023. 

Applications need to be made online via the Medway 
Council website. You will also need to complete a 
Supplementary Information Form and hand this into the 
school office.   

The closing date for applications is 15th January 2023. 

ECO-COUNCILLORS 2022-23 
 
 

Our Eco councillors for this year are: 
Year 2: 
Cherry: Jayden and Sienna 
Beech: Spencer and Marion 
Year 3: 
Yew: Nathan and Precious 
Maple: Finley and Lohan 
Year 4: 
Poplar: Zachary and Praise 
Juniper: Imran and Elizabeth 
Year 5: 
Pine: Maddison and Oscar 
Birch: Vively and Nathanael 
Year 6: 
Cedar: Mary-Lee and Louis 
Oak: Sunny and Jaiden 

 

We have been thinking about how our school can save 
energy and we have started to organise 
litter picking sessions on the school grounds.  
 

For some great energy saving tips see 
‘Share the Warmth’ website https://
brown.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_2tbciJTN5NUJptk?dct=KE&ch=QR , 

which offers 5 energy saving tips that you can pass on to      
family or friends. See the website to take a short quiz. 
 
WALK ON WEDNESDAY 

Don’t forget to Walk on Wednesday (or use public 

transport, ride a bike, scoot or park and stride). Our Eco 

councillors take a head count of pupils in their class 

each week and each class have a chance to win prizes if 

they have the highest percentage of walkers in the    

district. 

Mrs Reddin-Tasker 
Green School Lead 

CITIZENS ADVICE 

Citizens Advice Medway, are a registered charity 
that offers free, independent, confidential, and      
impartial advice 24/7 for whatever you are        
struggling with.  Whether that is housing, welfare 
benefits, employment, debt, family law, or         
something else. 

People can visit or call for a brief interview called an 
Initial Check. Essentially a "triage" system, you may 
be given the information you need straight away or 
arrange for you to have a full advice interview or 
speak to a Project Worker on the same day or at a 
later date.  

Alternatively you may be asked to call the national 
Citizens Advice Adviceline. You can browse self help 
information website at www.citizensadvice.org.uk. 
This has particularly helpful sections on a range of 
enquiry areas. 
 
You can call on 01634 383 760 between 
8:00am and 8:00pm Monday to Thursday. Local call 
rates apply. 

 

You can visit between 8:00am and 8:00pm Monday 
to Thursday at the office: 

Third Floor, Kingsley House, 37-39 Balmoral Road, 
Gillingham, Kent, ME7 4PF 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
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SCHOOL TERM DATES 

SEPTEMBER 2022 - JULY 2023 

Term 1 INSET Monday 5th September 2022 

  Start Tuesday 6th September 2022 

  Finish Friday 21st October 2022 

      

Autumn Break   Monday 24th October to Friday 28th October 2022 

      

Term 2 Start Monday 31st October 2022 

  Finish Tuesday 20th December 2022 

      

Christmas Break   Wednesday 21st December 2022 to Monday 2nd January 2023 

      

  INSET Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

  INSET Wednesday 4th January 2023 

Term 3 Start Thursday 5th January 2023 

  INSET Friday 27th January 2023 

  Finish Friday 10th February 2023 

      

February Break   Monday 13th February to Friday 17th February 2023 

      

Term 4 Start Monday 20th February 2023 

  Finish Friday 31st March 2023 

      

Spring Break   Monday 3rd April to Friday 14th April 2023 

Good Friday   Friday 7th April 2023 

Easter Monday   Monday 10th April 2023 

      

Term 5 Start Monday 17th April 2023 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 1st May 2023 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 8th May 2023 

  Finish Friday 26th May 2023 

      

May Break   Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June 2023 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 29th May 2023 

      

  INSET Monday 5th June 2023 

Term 6 Start Tuesday 6th June 2023 

  Finish Friday 21st July 2023 

      

Term 1 Start September 2023 

Please note the additional INSET day on Friday 27th January 2023. 

School closes at 2.00pm on Tuesday 20th December and re-opens for children on Thursday 5th January 2023. 


