
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Reading Newsletter Autumn Term 1 

   A room without books is like a body without a soul. Marcus Tullius Cicero  

 

Well done to our children who continued to read over the summer holidays. It is vital that children have a 
routine of reading regularly. There are some exciting book events coming up next term. Enjoy this edition 

of our reading newsletter with news, two competitions and a quiz.   Mrs Bennett 

Reading Ambassadors 

At the start of the year, I would like to introduce you to our Reading Ambassadors who have an             

important role in promoting reading for pleasure across the school. You will find their photos on our 

reading display in the main corridor.  

Year 3- Maple: Tharniga; Yew: Dragos 

Year 4- Juniper: Samuel R; Poplar: Megan 

Year 5- Birch: Leo; Pine: Bella 

Year 6- Cedar: Sarah; Oak: Isaiah  

Word Millionaires  

At such an early point in the year, there are        

currently no word millionaires. However, there are 

two children who are already half way there! 

Everyone should be aiming to achieve an average 

of 85% in their AR quizzes. Each term, we compare 

how close each class is to this.  

Huge congratulations to Poplar class who, with the 

highest average score of 88.7% have already       

exceeded this target– keep it up! 

Birch have nearly achieved the target, with 80.6%.  

All children should be reading often and quizzing 

regularly– once a week is a good goal.  

So far this term, the class who has taken and 

passed the most quizzes is Poplar class with a 

whopping 203! 

In second place is Birch with 131 quizzes and Pine 

are in third place with 95.  

Certificates 

Everyone is working towards their next certificate. 

Check the information above to see what you 

need to do for each award.  

For such great achievements this term, Poplar will 

be rewarded with hot chocolate and biscuits for 

one of their story times next half term. 



Summer Reading 

 
Well done to those children who took part in the 
Summer Reading Challenge over the holidays by 
reading at least six books.  
These children shared their 
certificates and medals in  
assemblies at the start of the 
term. 

Class Readers 

These are books that children listen to being read aloud every day and that are linked to their topics. 
These are the books that our children have enjoyed this half term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception and Nursery children enjoy a range of books based on their interests and learning that has   
taken place each day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6  

‘A Medal for Leroy’ by        
Michael Morpurgo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 

‘Mark of the Cyclops’ by   
Saviour Pirotta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5  

‘Beowulf’ by Michael 
Morpurgo 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3  

‘The Stolen Spear’ by       
Saviour Pirotta 

 

 

 

 

     

                                              
Year 1  

‘The Book With No Pictures’ 
by B.J. Novak 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 

‘The Owl who was Afraid of 
the Dark’ by Chris Judge 

Book Requests 

We are very lucky to have such a well resourced library here at St 
Mary’s. Don’t  forget that if there are any requests for new books, 
please let Mrs Bennett know by filling out a form from the reading 

display and we will do our best to add them to our collection.  

Recently, we have added some Ultimate Football Hero and      
Treehouse books to the shelves.   

Second-hand Book Sale 

 
Thank you to those who purchased phonics books 
at our recent sale. We raised over £30 which will 
be spent on new books for the classrooms.   
We plan to hold another one of these next term so 
look out for more information.  
 

 



Black History Month 

During the month of October, all classes have been exploring books related to Black History.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 3, children have been writing diaries linked to ‘Henry’s Freedom Box’ by Ellen Levine 

and Kadie Nelson. 

 

Taking inspiration from ’Long Walk to Freedom’ by Chris Van Wyk and Paddy 

Bouma, Year 4 children have written persuasive letters. 

 

Year 5 children have read ‘Moses’ by Carol Boston Weatherford and are writing diary entries.  

 

Year 6 have been exploring the life of Walter Tull through their topic of WWI and writing 

letters from the trenches. 

Throughout the year, children across the school continue to learn about events and             

significant people from Black History.  Look out for some of this writing being displayed soon! 

Year 1 have been writing 

letters as characters 

from ‘The Other Side’ by 

Jacqueline Woodson and 

E B Lewis. 

 

 

 

 

EYFS have been reading 

‘Coming to England’ by 

Floella Benjamin and  

Diana Ewen. 

 

 

 

Year 2 have been        

recounting the events 

from ‘The Youngest 

Marcher: The Story of 

Audrey Faye Hendricks’. 

Competition Time! 

Would you like to win a book of your choice from Scholastic? Here’s how! 

Let me know about an important person or event from Black History that you find 

interesting and inspiring. This could be your learning at  school, but it can be any-

one or anything you like from any period of history. You can present this however 

you like but there are some ideas below. Make sure these are in your own words and are of high quality 

as they will be put on display. 

EYFS/ KS1: You could draw a picture of the person or event and write a few words or sentences to show 

why it is important. 

KS2: You might want to write a paragraph explaining why this person or event 

is important and how it has influenced you or other people.  

The winners will receive a book of their choice. Please hand entries to your 

class teacher or Mrs Bennett by Friday 4th November.    



Following a request from some keen children, there will be a Book Craft club starting for year 6 children 

on Fridays at 12:30 in the library. This will be an opportunity for them to create, illustrate and write some 

exciting books. We are excited to see what they produce and hope they will share with children across 

the school.  

Upcoming events 

2022 PEN Pinter Prize 

Author Malorie Blackman was recently awarded the 

PEN Pinter Prize and you can see her speech by       

following this link pentransmissions.com/2022/10/11/

just-sayin/ 

We have some of her books in our school library– 

have you read any?  

This piece of art was created by Dapo Adeola to celebrate Malorie’s win:  

Can you name the book from the image? 

 

 

Who wrote about some unfortunate events? 

On what date did Harry Potter receive his lightning bolt scar? 

Who defeats Grendel the monster? 

What is the name of the main character in Katya Balen’s beautiful new book? 

Just For Fun! Have a go at these seasonal quizzes. How many of these books have you read? Answers will 

be in the next edition.  

Sponsored Read 

After last year’s successful sponsored read, we are excited to announce that we will be organising        
another one of these next term. Children will ask friends and family to sponsor them for the amount they 
read during a given week. There will be a prize for the individual child and the class who raises the most    

money. Look out for more details after half term.  

Book Fair 

We are thrilled to be hosting another Travelling Books Book Fair from 2nd              

November. Children will visit the Book Fair during school time, and parents will also 

be invited in to school to purchase books.  

Would you like to win a £5 voucher to win at the Book Fair? Simply write a book review or                      

recommendation for a favourite book by Tuesday 1st November and five winners will be chosen. To have 

a sneak peek at some of the available titles, visit this link. Look out for more details closer to the time.  

Answers from last edition: The Snail and the Whale, Clean Up, Why the Whales Came, The Little Mermaid 

https://pentransmissions.com/2022/10/11/just-sayin/
https://pentransmissions.com/2022/10/11/just-sayin/
https://images.scholastic.co.uk/assets/a/86/5d/tbf-book-fairs-september-invite-2149214.pdf


Parent Page 

Reading Volunteers 

As part of our continued efforts to raise the standards of literacy in school, we are hoping to encourage 

parents to come into school and help pupils with their reading. Reading regularly to an adult has been 

shown to significantly increase the rate of progress that children can make with their reading. If you think 

you would enjoy coming into school on a weekly basis to listen to some children read, we would be  

grateful for your support. All volunteers will need enhanced DBS clearance and you will be provided with 

training beforehand.   

If you are interested, please let Miss Brown or Mrs Bennett know, either in person or by email via the 

office, stating the days and times you are available. Reading volunteers will be allocated on a first come, 

first served basis. We will contact you after half term to arrange this. Thank you in advance! 

Home Reading  

In this first newsletter of the year, we would like to remind you that children are encouraged to read at 

home regularly. Children who read at home (and have this evidence in reading record books) at least five 

times a week will receive a raffle ticket. If your child does not appear to be reading three times a week, 

you will be contacted by the school in the new term to be offered support with this.  

KS2- To be most successful with reading, children in 

KS2 should: 

• choose books within their ZPD range 

• read for at least 30 minutes a day (15 of which 

is provided at school) 

• score an average of 85% in their quizzes.   

Sign up to Home Connect to see your child’s pro-

gress in Accelerated Reader by following this link:  

Ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/

HomeConnect The login details are the same as 

those your child uses to quiz in school.  

Book Fair 

We are thrilled to be hosting another Travelling Books Book Fair from 2nd –8th November. This is always 

a successful event and we are grateful for your support in raising funds to purchase additional books for 

our school.  

Although this is a perfect opportunity to organise some early Christmas presents, we are particularly 

aware this year of the rise in the cost of living. Therefore, although children will visit the Book Fair during 

school time, purchases will only take place after school when parents will be invited in to browse and buy 

books. You might also be pleased to know that 1 in 4 books are under £5 and 1 in 5 books are under £3. 

We will be taking card and cash payments this year.  

To have a sneak peek at some of the available titles, visit this link. 

Please also encourage your children to take part in the competition 

mentioned on the previous page of this newsletter in order for them 

to be in with a  chance of winning a £5 voucher to spend at the fair.   

KS1: Children on RWI bring home a ‘Book Bag 

Book’ each week, which is linked to their RWI 

lessons. It contains sounds that your child has 

learnt so they should be able to read this inde-

pendently. However, it is important that they 

read this book more than once during the week 

to increase their fluency and understanding.   

Later in the week, they will bring home the book 

they have been reading in school to share with 

you. Children will also bring home a ‘reading for 

pleasure’ book which is to be read to them and 

shared together.  

https://Ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/HomeConnect
https://Ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/HomeConnect
https://images.scholastic.co.uk/assets/a/86/5d/tbf-book-fairs-september-invite-2149214.pdf

