St Mary’s Catholic Primary School
Reading Newsletter Summer Term 2
The man who does not read good books is no better than the man who can’t. Mark Twain
As we approach the summer holidays, this edition is packed with ideas with how to continue reading
while we are not at school including the Summer Reading Challenge which we encourage all families to
take part in. As always, Accelerated Reader success is shared and there is a quiz for you all to take part in.
Don’t forget to show your parents the Parent Page at the end. Happy reading! Mrs Bennett

Reading Ambassadors
A big thank you to our Reading Ambassadors this year and especially to Nadia, Tolu, Antek, Kiril and Katie
who were the first to be appointed and who have had the role for more than a year now.
In September, new Reading Ambassadors will be recruited for Maple, Yew, Birch, Cedar and Oak. Would
you like to be the next Reading Ambassador for your class in the new school year?

Remember to let your Reading Ambassador or Mrs Bennett know if you have any reading suggestions.
Reading Display
As our year 6 children prepare to leave St Mary’s, some new librarians have been recruited to start this
important role in September. Following an application process, eighteen children have been successful in
securing librarian roles. Well done to Antek, Beatrice, Chidubem, Chloe, Frankie, Gargi, Grace, Ilinca,
Isaiah N, Jakub, Mary-Lee, Michelle, Oliver, Osaremen, Sarah, Sariyah, Seren and Thomas. I am looking
forward to seeing how well you take on this responsibility in Year 6.
Word Millionaires

You will be able to continue quizzing on books you
read over the summer holidays.
To do this, you must follow the specific school link
below, which can also be found on the school
website, and enter the details you use to log in at
school.
https://ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/
Public/RPM/Login/Login.aspx?srcID=s
Everyone should be aiming to achieve an average
of 85% in their AR quizzes. Well done to Yew and
Cedar classes for exceeding the target!

1st: Yew with 87.5%
2nd: Cedar with 85.5%
3rd: Juniper with 81.7%
Let’s continue this great work next year!

These are now displayed on the Reading display.
Look out for your name!
New Word Millionaires:
Ann- Cedar
Antek- Pine
Mark- Poplar
Izabella- Poplar
Samuel R- Maple
Julia S- Cedar
Kamsi- Juniper
Tabby- Birch
Tife- Poplar
Maja– Yew
New Word Multi-Millionaires:
Chidubem and Osaramen– Birch
Megan’s success continues to grow and she has
now read over four million words since
September! Will anyone be able to beat this huge
achievement next year?

Recent Events
Children's Laureate
The new children's Laureate for 2022-2014 was announced recently as awardwinning poet, playwright and author Joseph Coelho, who is based locally in
Kent. We already have many of his books in school so maybe you would like to
borrow one in September.
To find out more about Joseph and the role of Children’s Laureate, visit
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/childrens-laureate/about-thelaureate/
Stories and Snacks
Thank you to everyone who attended the Stories and Snacks events. It was lovely to see so many adults
celebrating a love for reading with the children at St Mary’s. EYFS and KS1 enjoyed listening to some
stories read by the adults while children in KS2 spoke about their favourite books from this academic
year. It was great to hear the positivity around all these wonderful books and we look forward to hosting
similar events again next year.

Reading Break
Lots of children have
been enjoying
stories being read to
them at break and
lunch times recently.
Some are requesting
these more often!
This is something we
will aim to continue
next year as it has
been so popular.

Jubilee Books
All children from Reception to Year 6 should have
received a free commemorative book to mark
Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee. It has been
designed for a reading age of nine to ten years but
is accessible to all primary aged children to share
with adults at home.
Alongside a story, there are
also facts about recent and
historical events as well as
inspirational people. Enjoy
reading!

Summer Reading Challenge
It time for the Summer Reading Challenge 2022! The Reading Agency have teamed up with Science
Museum Group this year for the theme of ‘Gadgeteers’. We would like to thank Emily from Medway
libraries for taking the time to visit us (albeit virtually!) and introduce the challenge to us. This has
already started and will run until September.
The Summer Reading Challenge combines FREE access to books with fun, creative activities during the
summer holidays.
How the Challenge works

•

Sign up for free at any Medway library and receive a Gadgeteers collector poster.

• Borrow and read six library books during the summer, collecting special stickers to complete your
poster and extra incentives along the way.
•

Children who complete the Summer Reading Challenge are presented with a prize at the end.

When signing up, please ensure you
name St Mary’s as your school when
giving your details. There are prizes
available across Medway for schools with
the highest participation. These include
author visits so it would be great if we
were able to earn one of these.
Remember to keep your certificates safe
so that you can share them with us in
September and we can celebrate your
success. Good luck!
While completing the Summer Reading Challenge...
Reading Bingo

Why not also have a go at the Summer Reading Bingo
which will be sent home this week? It includes different
ideas of how to have fun while reading. Complete this and
bring it back in September, and we will celebrate your
achievements even if you don’t manage to complete them
all.
The Week Junior Summer of Reading Challenge
To participate in this challenge, simply read, rate and review three books this summer.
•
Reviews need to be submitted via their entry form before the closing deadline at midnight on
Friday 26 August.
•
One lucky winner will receive a book bundle worth £250 plus a Bookily card from National Book
Tokens, loaded with £10 per month for 6 months to spend in their favourite bookshops and online.
•
Three runners up will also each win a Bookily card loaded with £10 per month for 6 months.
•
Visit the website for more information and to submit reviews. https://theweekjunior.co.uk/
summerofreading

Reading Recommendations
Unsure about what to read? Want some suggestions of good books? Why not take a look at these
recommendations:
This list from Books for Topics has recommendations divided into age categories: https://
www.booksfortopics.com/summer-reads
Aimed at children in KS2, The Week Junior Summer of Reading Challenge booklist was created in
partnership with BookTrust TWJ_SOR-22_book-list.pdf
LoveReading4Kids has a great list of ‘Brilliant Children's Books to Read this Summer’ https://
www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/blog/summer-reading-2021-6092
Library Competition
Please enter this competition for the chance to win St Mary’s £1000 for our school
library. You could also win a £100 Book Token for yourself! Winners will be drawn
after 29th July so please enter before then.
Thank you!
Poetry
The CLiPPA (Centre for Literacy in Primary Poetry
Award) is the only award solely presented for
published poetry for children in the UK. The award
ceremony took place recently and you can join in
all the fun with the poets, judges and
performances by following the link below.

Why not have a go at writing your own poetry? The
LoveReading4Kids Poetry Prize is an annual
competition for young people aged 7-11 living in
the UK. The theme for this year is ’The
Environment’ and you can interpret this in any way
you choose.

CLiPPA awards

Follow this link for more information and to watch
a poetry workshop with award-wining poet Joshua
Siegal.

The deadline is 29th July so get writing!

Just For Fun!
To cool us down, do you recognise the covers of these books with a sea theme?

Answers from last edition: a marmalade sandwich, a cow, some Turkish delight, a cloak, a pea, a lamp, some porridge,
an apple, a glass slipper, a swan

Parent Page
It is important that you continue to read with your child as much as possible over the summer. There are
many incentives in place to motivate children over the holidays.

Summer Reading Challenge: For more information about this, help with signing up
online and access to further resources, visit the home section of the website at https://
summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/home-zone-src
Summer Reading Bingo: Children will be bringing home a Summer Reading Bingo sheet.
This can be completed alongside the Summer Reading Challenge. Please encourage your
children to complete as many activities as possible to help them keep enthusiasm about
reading over the summer. Regardless of how many are completed, please return sheets
in September so that we can celebrate those children who took part.
The Week Junior Summer of Reading Challenge: If your child will be reading lots over the summer
anyway, why not encourage them to write a review of three books and be in with the chance of winning a
prize. Follow this link for more information https://theweekjunior.co.uk/summerofreading
For further ideas of how to keep busy with books over the summer, visit The Reading Agency website
which has links to lots of activities and resources. Summer of Reading

Accelerated Reader
If you haven't already, please sign up to Home
Connect by following this link: https://
Ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/
HomeConnect The login details are the same as
those your child uses to quiz in school.
Signing up to Home Connect allows you to see your
child’s progress in Accelerated Reader and how they
are performing in their reading quizzes. You can see
the books they have taken quizzes on, how many
points they have accumulated and sign up to email
alerts each time your child completes a quiz. Follow
this link to a short video showing you how to
navigate Home Connect.

Summer Reading
Over the summer, your child will be able to quiz on
books they read. They must use this unique link to
be able to access their account: https://
ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/Public/RPM/
Login/Login.aspx?srcID=s

You can use Home Connect (see information on the
left) or https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/default.aspx
to check if a book has a quiz, which level it is and
how many points it is worth.

Reading for Pleasure
As well as encouraging independent reading over the summer, don’t forget to share and discuss books
with your child. They are never too old for a bedtime story!
Remember that with a Medway Libraries membership, you can access a range of online resources for
free. This includes 12,000+ eBooks and eAudiobooks for all ages, 130+ eMagazines and online reference
resources, such as Encyclopaedia Britannica– perfect for research. To join the library and gain instant
online access, please sign up here.

