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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I am extremely proud of how hard all the children continue to work, especially in the transition to their new year 
groups and secondary schools. 

 

You can continue to keep up to date with key messages/events throughout the term, by following our 
school official Twitter account @stmarysrcp_1894.  

Also, keep checking our newsletters and website: www.stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk for upcoming events, where 
additional up-to-date information can also be found.    

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs MJ Grabski 

Headteacher  

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 

Being Tuned In 

A farmer went in to the city and as he was walking down a busy street, he suddenly stopped and said to a friend 
who was with him, ‘I can hear a cricket.’  His friend was amazed and asked, ‘How can you hear a cricket in the 

midst of all this noise?’ 

‘Because my ears are attuned to his sound,’ the farmer replied.  Then he listened even more intently and following 
the sound, found the cricket perched on a window ledge.  His friend couldn’t get over this.  But the farmer showed 
no surprise.  Instead he took a few coins out of his pocket and threw them on the pavement.  On hearing the jingle 
of the coins, the passers-by stopped in their tracks.  ‘You see what I mean,’ said the farmer.  ‘None of those people 

could hear the sound of the cricket, but all of them could hear the sound of the money.  People hear what their 
ears are attuned to hear and are deaf to all the rest.’ 

If we take the time, we can be tuned in to God.  Voltaire said, ‘It is natural to admit the existence of God as soon as 
one opens one’s eyes.’  Abraham Lincoln said, ‘I can see how it might be possible for the man to look down upon 

the earth and be an atheist, but I cannot conceive how he could look up into the heavens and say there is no God.’ 

At the sight of something or other, a person will know in an instant that these things do not exist through          
themselves.  As a house implies a builder, a dress a weaver, a door a carpenter, so the world proclaims God, its 
Creator.  When you look at a work of art, it is impossible not to think of the artist.  To look on the created world 
and not see the Creator is to be blind to the meaning of the whole of creation and of ourselves.  Yet sadly many 

look and see nothing.  They listen and hear nothing. 

Jesus spoke about God as a merciful and forgiving Father.  He spoke about himself as the Son of the Father.  He 
sent the Holy Spirit to us to help us live as his disciples and children of God.   

We are dealing with a great mystery.  We think of God as our Father (and Mother), a Father who loves us deeply.  
We think of Jesus as our Brother who gave his life for us.  We think of the Holy Spirit as a friend who helps us to 

live like Jesus and who binds us together as brothers and sisters in a community of faith and love, in which we live 
and move and have our being.  The Trinity is central to our lives. 
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CLASS TRANSITION 2022-23 

Year 1 HOLLY pupils will be joining Miss Yeates 

Year 1 WILLOW pupils will be joining Miss Brown 

Year 2 BEECH pupils will be joining Mrs Bucklee 

Year 2 CHERRY pupils will be joining Miss Slater 

Year 3 YEW pupils will be joining Miss Hitchcock 

Year 3 MAPLE pupils will be joining Miss Heath 

Year 4 JUNIPER pupils will be joining Miss Asif 

Year 4 POPLAR pupils will be joining Mrs Bushnell 

Year 5 PINE pupils will be joining Miss Morris 

Year 5 BIRCH pupils will be joining Mrs Pollard 

YEAR CLASS TEACHER 2022-23 

NURSERY AM/PM Miss Moore 

YEAR R ASH Mrs Cosgrave 

YEAR R ELM Mrs Giberson-Winstanley 

YEAR 1 HOLLY Miss Godley 

YEAR 1 WILLOW Mrs Pace 

YEAR 2 BEECH Miss Brown 

YEAR 2 CHERRY Miss Yeates 

YEAR 3 YEW Miss Slater 

YEAR 3 MAPLE Mrs Bucklee 

YEAR 4 JUNIPER Miss Heath 

YEAR 4 POPLAR Miss Hitchcock 

YEAR 5 PINE Miss Asif 

YEAR 5 BIRCH Mrs Bushnell 

YEAR 6 OAK Miss Morris 

YEAR 6 CEDAR Mrs Pollard 

MY MONEY WEEK 

From 13th-17th June, we celebrated 
My Money Week in school to get the 

children excited and interested in financial matters. It was 
great to see the children dressed up and talking about their 
future careers on the Friday. We had lots of fun in lessons 
throughout the week too. 

In Nursery, the children ran a toy shop, explored how to 
keep money safe and read stories about earning, saving 
and spending. In Reception, the children explored        
different coins and used real change to pay for their      
chosen snacks.  

In Year 1, the children were taught the value of money by 
learning to save rather than impulse buy. They were given 
money which they could either save or spend throughout 
the week. They learnt that the more they saved, the more 
money they had to spend on bigger items towards the end 
of the week. 

The children in Year 2 considered the different ways that 
they use money in their lives. They talked about the       
differences between their needs and wants. The children 
talked about saving and the ways that they can protect 
their money.  

In Year 3, the children learnt about the different ways that 
they could pay for things and why and how they can keep 
money safe. They talked about spending, saving and      
borrowing money and carried out investigations involving 
coins.  

The children in Year 4 read ‘The Gift of Thrift’ where they 
learnt about upcycling instead of buying brand new. They 
learnt about borrowing money, budgeting and what it 
means to pay interest. 

In Year 5, the children looked at money from around the 
world and practised conversions using exchange rates. 
They found out about the different types of tax and linked 
money with their mental health and feelings.  

Children in Year 6 learnt about the different types of bank 
accounts and the differences between credit and debit 
cards. They practised managing their spending using 
payslips and bank statements. They used their knowledge 
to make a profit when running a farm and completing the 
Egg Drop Challenge. 

We were also fortunate to have visitors join us throughout 
the week. We had a Property Surveyor, Engineer and a 
Firefighter. They spoke about their careers, how they    
manage their money and let us ask lots of interesting   
questions too. 

We look forward to learning more about money and       
financial education matters going forward and we can’t 
wait to welcome more visitors to our school to share their 
experiences. 

Miss Staunton 

Maths Lead 

STAFF UPDATES 

This term, we welcome Mr Hussey, our new Caretaker 
and Mrs McCaffrey, our new Finance Officer. At the end 
of the term, we bid farewell to Mrs Deeks, Mrs Good, 
Mr Hogan, Mrs Hunt, Miss Johnson and Mrs Plummer, 
as they move on to pastures new. We thank them for 
all their hard work and commitment to our school and 
wish them all the best for the future. 

In September, we look forward to welcoming new 
teachers to our team: Mrs Cosgrave who will be our 
Early Years Lead, Miss Slater who will be teaching in 
Year 3, Miss Hitchcock who will be teaching in Year 4, 
Miss Asif who will be teaching in Year 5, and Miss 
Plumbe who will be non class-based.  

We also look forward to welcoming two new teaching 
assistants to our team: Miss Lambourne and Mrs Kaur. 
Mrs Varnham has successfully been appointed as our 
new SENCo and Inclusions Leader. 

Miss Plumbe, Mrs Reddin-Tasker and Miss Staunton will be 
non class-based, supporting the teaching, learning and pupil 
provision across the school. 



YEAR 4 CLASS TRIP 

Year 4 had a wonderful time in Canterbury for their 
school trip. They used historical thinking to identify 
Roman artefacts at the Beaney and put their          
creative skills to the test, in order to create mosaics 
at The Roman Museum. It was lovely to see the         
children engaging so enthusiastically with their 
learning and behaving beautifully too. 

Miss Johnson and Miss Brown 

END OF YEAR REPORTS 

You will receive your child’s report on 11th July, which 
will include the children’s own self-review, reflecting on 
their achievements this year.    

Page 3 St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

SPORTS DAY 2022 

Parents are invited to our Sports Day which 
will take place on Wednesday 13th July for 
YR - Y6.  The event will start at approx. 

9.30am.  Year R will be joining the Sports Day from 
11.00am.   

Nursery Sports sessions will be Friday 15th July. 

BIRDS OF PREY VISIT 

The whole school enjoyed watching Birds of Prey such as 
an eagle, owl, a falcon and a baby owl. The children had 
a fantastic time and the display was interactive and     
informative. The birds and               
falconers were amazing! 

 

COLLECT FREE DONATIONS FOR OUR SCHOOL WITH ALL 
YOUR ONLINE SHOPPING! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School  supporters and our new 
supporters, who have helped to raise school funds 
through www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am pleased to 
inform you that so far we have raised an amazing 
£736.17. 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to raise 
much needed funds, to support our curriculum and 
events for the children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 
3,000 retailers to start shopping.   

After you have made your purchase, the retailer will make 
a donation to our school at no extra cost to you.   

Thank you!  Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscat

holicprimaryschool1/ 

REINSTATEMENT OF THE OBLIGATION TO ATTEND 
MASS 

From the 18th March 2020 through to the 5th June 
2022 the Bishops of England and Wales suspended 
the obligation to attend Mass in England and Wales. 
As of the 5th June 2022, Pentecost, the Bishops will 
reinstate the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays 
and Holy Days. Parents applying for a place at St 
Mary’s, under a faith based criteria will need to  
complete a Supplementary Information Form.       
Evidence of practice will be measured by frequency 
of attendance at Mass as validated by either a priest 
or minister, as was the case prior to 18th March 2020. 
These arrangements apply to the admissions round 
for 2023 and subsequent rounds.  

END OF TERM 

School closes at 2pm on FRIDAY 22nd JULY 2022 

ENGINEERING WORKSHOP 

We were delighted to welcome back a former pupil, 
Jasmine, who is now a qualified engineer.  Pupils 
across the school were very inspired by her          
workshops and practical activities. 
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SCHOOL TERM DATES 

SEPTEMBER 2022-JULY 2023 

Please remember that holidays at the start of the academic year are not authorised. 

Term 1 INSET Monday 5th September 2022 

  Start Tuesday 6th September 2022 

  Finish Friday 21st October 2022 

      

Autumn Break   Monday 24th October to Friday 28th October 2022 

      

Term 2 Start Monday 31st October 2022 

  Finish Tuesday 20th December 2022 

      

Christmas Break   Wednesday 21st December 2022 to Monday 2nd January 
2023 

      

  INSET Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

  INSET Wednesday 4th January 2023 

Term 3 Start Thursday 5th January 2023 

  Finish Friday 10th February 2023 

      

February Break   Monday 13th February to Friday 17th February 2023 

      

Term 4 Start Monday 20th February 2023 

  Finish Friday 31st March 2023 

      

Spring Break   Monday 3rd April to Friday 14th April 2023 

Good Friday   Friday 7th April 2023 

Easter Monday   Monday 10th April 2023 

      

Term 5 Start Monday 17th April 2023 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 1st May 2023 

  Finish Friday 26th May 2023 

      

May Break   Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June 2023 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 29th May 2023 

      

  INSET Monday 5th June 2023 

Term 6 Start Tuesday 6th June 2023 

  Finish Friday 21st July 2023 

      

Term 1 Start September 2023 
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