
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Reading Newsletter Summer Term 1 

  The man who does not read good books is no better than the man who can’t. Mark Twain  
As always in this newsletter, there is an update on Accelerated Reader, a quiz to take part in and a page 

to show your parents.  You will also find information about recent book celebrations in school and what is 
coming up next term. There is also a summary book that have won awards this year which you might like 

to read. Enjoy! Mrs Bennett 

Reading Ambassadors 

The Reading Ambassadors have an important role in promoting reading for pleasure across the school. 
You will find their photos on our new Reading display in the main corridor.  

This will be the last term in this role for some of our Ambassadors. Would you like to be the next Reading 
Ambassador for your class in the new school year? 

You will remember from the previous edition that the Reading Ambassadors had lots of ideas, some of 
which have already been implemented. If you have any other suggestions, let your Reading Ambassador 

or Mrs Bennett know.   

Everyone should be aiming to achieve an average 
of 85% in their AR quizzes. Well done again to 

Beech who have the highest average score with 
82%. 

Yew came a close second again with 80%. 
Cherry and Oak came joint third with 78.6%  

 
We need to be trying harder to reach this target by 

achieving higher scores in our quizzes.  

Word Millionaires 
  

These are now displayed on the 
Reading display. Look out for 

your name! 
 

New Word Millionaires:  
Birch: Ilinca 
Pine: Isaiah 

Cedar: Julia S and Libby 
Oak: Harry 

 
Word Multi-Millionaires: 

Birch: Melody 
Oak: Modupe and Tolu 

 
Our first child to reach three million words is  

Megan in Yew. Congratulations on this amazing 
achievement! 

Reading Display 

At the request of the Reading Ambassadors, there is now a display in the main corridor showing key     

information about reading at St Mary’s. Lots of information about reading will be shown here including 

competition information, upcoming events and new books arriving in our library.   

You can also find request slips on the display so if there are any books you would like the school to buy, 

you can take one and complete it before handing to Mrs Bennett who will do her best to find them.  

Each child is set a target by their teacher which 
takes into account the book levels, time spent  

reading and also the quiz scores.  
 

This term, 45 children have achieved their targets. 
Well done to those children who will receive a    

certificate this week.  
Hopefully next term more children will achieve 

their targets.  



Recent Events 

Reading Buddies 

Some of our Year 5 children have become Reading 

Buddies for children in Year 1. Twice a week, they 

will read to the younger children.  

Our Year 5 Reading Buddies are:  

Birch– Aoife, Riley and Ugochi 

Pine– Frankie, Kaima and Thomas 

In the next term, the Reading Ambassadors have 

asked if they can read with some children from  

Reception and Nursery, so look out for more      

information about that.  

Book Exchange 

Thanks to our Reading Ambassadors for requesting a Book Exchange and helping to organise this. Thank 

you also to all those children and  families who contributed unwanted books. There was such a fantastic 

buzz in the library as children chose new books. Every child in the school had the opportunity to take a 

book home.  

The class who brought in the most books was Birch with 184. Thank you and well done! 

 

Pyjamarama 

On Friday 13th May, children at St Mary’s 

joined in with Pyjamarama to raise funds for 

BookTrust. Children enjoyed spending the day 

in their PJs and snuggling up to enjoy a story 

before home time. Thanks to the donations of 

our families, we raised £111 for this worthy 

cause which is dedicated to getting all children reading. 

Tempest 

At the start of this term, Year 5 were visited by the 

Young Shakespeare Company who treated them to 

a performance of the Tempest. This was a very  

interactive session and the children participated 

well and were thoroughly engaged.  

Some children have 

written reviews of the          

experience. These can 

be found on the      

Reading Display.  



Coming up... 

Class Corner 

This is a snapshot of what the Year 4 

children are currently reading.  

Have you read any of these?  

Are there any you think you would   

enjoy?  

Book Awards 

A round up of some of the winning books so far this year:  

The Blue Peter Book Awards 2022 named ‘The Last 

Bear’ by Hannah Gold and illustrated by Levi Pinfold 

as the winner for Best Story. The Best Book with Facts 

was named as ‘Invented by Animals’ by Christiane 

Dorian, illustrated by Gosia Herba.  

 

 

‘The Last Bear’ was also the overall winner of the Waterstone’s Children’s 

Book Prize 2022 while ‘Grandad’s Camper’ by Harry Woodgate won the 

Waterstones Best Illustrated Book.  

The Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards 2022 named The Shark Caller 

by Zillah Bethell as the Children's Travel Book of the Year.  

Earlier in the year the Lollies Laugh Out Loud 2022 Book Awards chose three winners: 

We are very lucky to have most of these books in school. Look on the Reading Display for more details 

about new books in our library.  

Summer Reading Challenge 

It is almost time for the Summer Reading Challenge 2022. 

The Reading Agency have teamed up with Science Museum 

Group this year for the theme of ‘Gadgeteers’. There will be 

more information to follow in next term’s newsletter and we 

will be having a visit from Emily at Medway libraries to       

introduce the challenge to us.  

Best Laugh Out 

Loud Picture 

Book: ‘101 Bums’ 

by Sam Harper 

and Chris Jevons 

For 6-8 year 

olds: ‘Cats     

React to       

Science Facts’ 

by Izzi Howell 

For 9-13 year olds: ‘The 

Super Miraculous   

Journey of Freddie 

Yates’ by Jenny Pearson 

and Rob Biddulph 



Just For Fun!  
What...?  

Answers from last edition: Mary Lennox, George, The Gingerbread Man, Peter Pan, Robin Hood, Gianna Pollero, Nathan Byron, 

Michael de Souza, Janet and Allan Ahlberg, Quentin Blake 

Reading at St Mary’s 

Nursery children have been enjoying ’The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ alongside their very own caterpillars! 
Reception have enjoyed the classic, ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ while learning about growing.  

Children in Year 1 have been using ’Supertato’ to inspire their writing. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cherry class have been listening to ‘Billionaire Boy’ by David Walliams.   
Beech class have been reading ‘Frog and Toad Together’. 

Linked to their topic, Year 3 have been reading ‘Mystery of the Egyptian Scroll’ to deepen their learning.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Year 4 have loved following Edward Tulane on his miraculous journey!  

Year 5 are enjoying the classic ’The Wind in the Willows’ by Kenneth Grahame. 
Linked to their topic of The Galapagos, Year 6 are reading ‘Darwin’s Dragons’ by Lindsay Galvin. 

 
… does Paddington keep in his hat? 

… does Jack exchange for some beans? 

… does Edmund eat in Narnia? 

… does Harry Potter use to become invisible? 

… does the princess feel through lots of bedding? 

… does Aladdin rub to meet the genie? 

… does Goldilocks eat? 

… does Snow White eat that poisons her? 

… does Cinderella lose at the ball? 

… does the ugly duckling turn into? 



Summer Reading Challenge 

This will launch in libraries on 25th June and children can also join in online. Visit this website for more    

information about how to encourage your child with the challenge at home https://

summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/home-zone-src  

Parent Page 

Reading together at home is one of the most important things that parents and carers can do to support 

children in school and beyond. This is the case no matter how old your child is. Research shows that  

reading for pleasure is the most important thing for children to be successful– even more than               

socioeconomic background.  

Reading is a priority at St Mary’s as we know that being able to read is key to children's future success. 

Therefore, we monitor and encourage home reading at least three times a week. When your child reads 

at home, please ensure it is noted in their Reading Record. We ask that parents of older children continue 

to sign the Reading Record once a week.  

If your child has not been reading at home regularly, you will be 

sent a ParentMail in the first instance. Please contact us if you 

would like support with reading with your child, or to ask any 

questions.  

Children who read at least five times a week will be rewarded 

with a raffle ticket and entered into the weekly ‘5 day reader’ draw.  

Reading for Pleasure 

As well as their RWI book, younger children are now also bringing home a book of their choice. Children 

are not expected to be able to able to read these books independently but they are to be shared with 

somebody at home.  

An adult or older sibling might read the book to them, or they might want to try telling the story       

themselves, maybe by using the illustrations as a guide. Remember to discuss stories and books with 

your children and provide opportunities to see you reading.  

Accelerated Reader- Home Connect 

Signing up to Home Connect allows you to see your child’s progress in Accelerated Reader and how they 

are performing in their reading quizzes. You can see the books they have taken quizzes on, how many 

points they have accumulated and sign up to email alerts each time your child completes a quiz. Follow 

this link to a short video showing you how to navigate Home    

Connect.  

You can also use this platform to check if a book has a quiz, which 

level it is and how many points it is worth. Of course, if your child 

wants to read a book that does not have a quiz, that is fine; it just 

means they won’t be able to earn points.  

If you haven't already, sign up by following this link: https://

Ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/HomeConnect The login 

details are the same as those your child uses to quiz in school.   

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/home-zone-src
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/home-zone-src
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hxxpQoWGgQ8&t=11s&ab_channel=LennyDutton
https://Ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/HomeConnect
https://Ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/HomeConnect

