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By this All will Know 

A man planted a fruit tree in a forest.  At first the little fruit tree felt lost in the midst of so 
many great trees.  The sight of those mighty trees made it feel insignificant.  They were so 
tall and strong.  It was so small and weak.  So what did it do?  It set about gaining a place 
and a standing for itself in the forest. 

It worked really hard.  In time its head reared up into the sky so that it was able to be 
amongst the tallest trees of the forest.  Its branches spread outwards like a giant umbrella.  Its trunk grew stout 
and strong so that it was able to laugh at the storms that from time to time roared through the forest. 

But then the man who planted it made an unexpected appearance in the forest.  Looking at the tree, he said, ‘How 
you’ve grown!’ ‘But I still have many faults,’ said the tree, feigning humility. ‘Just look at all these hollows, clefts 
and knots.  If only I could rid myself of them, I’d look a whole lot better.  But I’m working on them.’ 

‘Those faults don’t bother me,’ the man replied.  On hearing this the tree began to glow with pride.  But then the 
man added, ‘However, there is one thing I’m not happy with.’ ‘Oh, so you’re not happy with me,’ the tree          
responded, suddenly becoming defensive. ‘I don’t understand.  I thought you might be proud of me.  I’ve had to 
work hard to secure the standing I now enjoy amongst the other trees.’  ‘I don’t doubt for one minute that you’ve 
worked hard,’ ‘Well then, what more do you want from me?’ 

‘The one thing I was hoping to find in you is missing,’ he replied. ‘What’s that?’ asked the tree. 

‘Fruit.  You are not a pine or an oak or an elm.  You are something far rarer and more precious.  You are a fruit 
tree.  I was depending on you to provide wholesome fruit for the many famished little creatures that roam the   
forest.  But you have failed to do so because you have forgotten what you are.  You have become just another tree 
in the forest. 

St John says that God is love.  Sometimes in pursuing worldly success, it is easy to forget Jesus’ commandment: 
Love one another. 

When we love, we ourselves are the first to benefit.  Love is well being.  Loves makes us fruitful.  Love brings out 
the best in us.  Love makes us joyful.  Joy is the fruit of love.  Joy is an overflowing heart.   

 

Lord, open our hearts when they are closed, and warm them when they are cold, 

So that we may produce the fruit of love, and the world will know that we are your disciples. 

Amen 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
It has been a positive and productive term and I have been so impressed with how hard our children have been          
working and a huge thank you to all our staff who work tirelessly for the needs of all our children. 
We look forward to a special and exciting end to our term, as we celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee this week 
with a non-uniform day, a variety of themed activities, a whole school picnic lunch and cake sale.  We also          
celebrate Our Lady’ day on the final day of term as we look forward to a whole school Liturgy dedicated to Our 
Lady and crown her with flowers.  It has been so lovely to see our Mini-Vinnies lead KS2 children in the Rosary 
each lunch time, throughout the month of May.  Our final celebration of the term, will be St Mary’s Has Got       
Talent, which I know the children are very excited about! 
Thank you for your continued support and I wish you all a lovely half term break and our staff a well deserved rest. 
 
Mrs MJ Grabski 
Headteacher 

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 
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DANGERS IN GREENFIELD ROAD 
 
As you are all aware, the parking around the school, including dropping off or              
collecting children, continues to be a serious and very dangerous situation, posing     
significant harm to both children and adults, on a daily basis. 
 

This situation is completely unacceptable and can be totally avoided.  However, there are some parents 
who persistently drive into Greenfield Road, without any care or consideration to the safety of others, 
driving dangerously, and/or illegally parking, and/or resulting in not just a road traffic offence but a   
safeguarding concern for a child, including their own.   
 
All parents are requested to NOT DRIVE INTO GREENFIELD ROAD and use the additional parking       
facilities that have been made available to you, by using the Church or Council car parks. 
 
There are yellow lines and zig-zag lines in both Greenfield Road and Railway Street, identifying areas 
where parking is not permitted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please be aware that the police and the local authority are able to take action against people not     
complying with legislation and you do not need to be spoken to at the time of the offence for this to 
happen. 
 
We take all reported incidents very seriously and you need to be aware that we report these to the    
police and local authority, as appropriate. 
 
Parents are able to pass details of persistent offenders to the police by phone or email, and/or contact 
James Sutton: 01634 331399, Sustainable Transport Manager | Transport & Parking in Medway Council. 
 
The safety of all remains a priority for us and we will continue to do all we can to keep everyone in our 
school community safe. 
 
Thank you to you all for your cooperation. 
 

Mrs MJ Grabski 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 



DANGERS IN GREENFIELD ROAD 

This continues to be a newsletter feature whilst there 
are parents who persistently drive into Greenfield 
Road. 
Thank you to all our parents who have supported us in 
trying to make the parameters of our school a safer 
place for our school community, and help by not      
driving into Greenfield Road.   

St Mary’s pupils and staff take pride in our school     
values, particularly how we live these out, with each 
other every day, and within our school community. 

However, there is still much to be done to make drop-
off and pick-up times safe in Greenfield Road.   

Safeguarding is paramount and safeguarding is a       
parental responsibility.   

By driving into Greenfield Road, you are not                     
considering the safety of others, particularly children, 
and equally presenting a safeguarding issue for your 
own child.   

Discussions with the local authority have escalated and 
a site assessment has recently been carried out, with 
planned works to further support the school with this 
situation.  

I will continue to keep you updated and thank you all 
for your cooperation. 

Mrs MJ Grabski, Headteacher 
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ATTENDANCE 

Whole school attendance is currently 95.68% 

Please be reminded that absence from school for a 
family holiday will not be authorised and if you decide 
to take your child out of school for an unauthorised 
holiday then this will be referred to the Medway 
Attendance Service and you may receive a penalty      
notice. 

MY MONEY WEEK – PARENTAL VISITS 

We are excited to celebrate My Money 
Week from 13th-17th June.   

My Money Week is a national activity 
week that provides a fantastic opportunity for children 
to gain skills, knowledge and confidence in money 
matters.  

Throughout the week, we would love to welcome    
visitors into our school to talk to the children and     
answer their questions about how they use maths in 
their careers.   

If you would be interested in visiting or know someone 
who would, please contact Miss Staunton via the 
school office. Thank you. 

Miss Staunton,  Maths Lead 

SCHOOL UNIFORM REMINDER 

St Mary’s pupils are recognised by 
their uniform and it is important that 
they wear it correctly so that they 
look smart for school. 

BOYS: Grey trousers  

Pale blue polo shirt (with logo as an option) 

School sweatshirt with logo 

Black or navy blue shoes 

Optional navy blue fleece with school logo for outdoor 
use only  

Black or grey socks 

GIRLS: Navy blue skirt or navy blue trousers  

Pale blue polo shirt (with logo as an option)  

School sweatshirt with logo or School cardigan with 
logo  

Black or navy blue shoes 

Optional navy blue fleece with school logo for outdoor 
use only 

Navy blue tights or knee length white or navy blue 
socks 

FOOTWEAR: Footwear should be appropriate for 
school and this means no heels as children could     
injure themselves. Trainers should not be worn        
instead of school shoes. 

BOOTS: (Including ankle boots or knee high boots) are 
not part of the school uniform and should not be 
worn. 

PE KIT: 

Plain white T-shirt and navy shorts or leggings.   

Plimsolls are needed for indoor games and trainers for 
junior football and other outdoor games.  

Dance and gymnastics will be performed in bare feet.  

Trunks or a one-piece costume is needed for         
swimming and plain navy blue tracksuit bottoms. 

No jewellery is allowed except studs and watches, 
which need to be removed for a PE lesson. 

PARENTAL LONELINESS 

Feelings of loneliness can happen for a number of  
reasons. Understanding the signs and having some      
techniques to help you cope can make all the        
difference. 

https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/mental-
health-wellbeing/loneliness/parental-loneliness/
#:~:text=In%20everyday%20life%2C%20you%
20can,than%20%27be%20a%20parent%27. 
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY CLUB 

The children had lots of fun completing the Dyson     
design challenge this term. They became design         
detectives when they looked at everyday objects to 
critically look at re-designing them; just like Dyson does. 

We learnt how Dyson takes an everyday object and     
radically re-design it to fit the modern lifestyle. The   
children then applied this when making their own        
specification and prototype. We saw a 'new' extending 
ruler; trays that have sections for drinks and cutlery; 
and bins with recycling sections, to name just a few.  

The children showed many excellent qualities of a     
design engineer and worked 
really well together.   

Mrs Pollard and Mrs Pace 

Design Technology Lead 

SUN SAFETY 

Children love spending time outdoors, whether in the 
garden, park, at the beach. However, their skin is more    
delicate than adults and can easily be damaged by the 
sun, even when it doesn’t seem strong. Skin damage 
caused by repeated exposure to sunlight could lead to 
skin cancer developing in later life. Therefore, it is       
extremely important to protect their skin. However, 
there is lots of information, including various myths, 
around sun protection, so the BSF has put together 
some materials for you to download to equip you with 
the knowledge you need to protect your child from the 
sun.  

https://www.britishskinfoundation.org.uk/sun-safety-
advice-for-parents 

SPORTS DAY 

Sports Day will take place on Wednesday 
13th July for YR - Y6.  The event will start 
at approx. 9.30am.  Year R will be joining 
the Sports Day from 11.00am.  Nursery Sports sessions 
will be Friday 15th July. 

OPEN EVENING 

We will be inviting you to celebrate your child’s work 
with them after you have received their report.  This 
will give you an informal opportunity to look at your 
child’s work and the displays in the classroom.  This 
will take place on Wednesday 13th July, between 
4.00 - 6.00pm. If you wish to have a detailed              
conversation with your child’s teacher about their    
report, then a separate appointment may have to be 
made. 

REPORTS 

This is just to remind you that your child’s    
report will be sent to you on Monday 11th 
July. 

The children will also have an opportunity to write 
their own report reflecting their achievements over 
the year. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2022 

As you are all aware the sacrament of 
First Holy Communion is a parish based 
celebration. However, we will also be 
holding a special celebration in school on Wednesday 
20th July, with a whole school Mass. The children 
who will have made their First Holy Communion will 
lead our school Mass, whilst wearing their beautiful 
Holy Communion outfits and celebrate the first time 
that they receive communion together at school. This 
special Mass will then be followed by a small tea    
party. 

KEY STAGE 1 ASSEMBLY ROTA 

 
Key Stage 1 Assemblies are at 9.10am on a Friday 
morning.  

All KS1 parents are invited to the following              
assemblies: 

 

 

Friday Class Assembly 

10th June HOLLY 

17th June BEECH 

1st July WILLOW 

8th July CHERRY 

INSET DAYS 

Please note the school will be closed for pupils on the     
following dates: 

Monday 6th June 2022 

Friday 24th June 2022 

Monday 27th June 2022 

NAMING SCHOOL UNIFORM 

Please check your child's school uniform to make sure 
that it is clearly named with their forename, surname 
and which class your child is in. We have a great deal of 
lost property which we are unable to return to its  
owner due to it not being named. 
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SECONDARY TRANSFER AND MEDWAY TEST 

For the parents of those children who are transferring 
to Secondary School in September 2023, the process 
starts soon. Information and key dates has now been 
sent to Year 5 parents.  Registration for the Medway 
Test opens on 1st June and closes 30th June. 

The Medway Selection Tests are scheduled for       
Tuesday 13th and 14th September 2022, in school. 

Secondary school applications open 5th September 
and close 31st October 2022. 

Half Term 

School finishes on Friday 27th May 2022 
at the normal time.   

The children return to school on  

Tuesday 7th June 2022. 

Have a lovely break! 

COLLECT FREE DONATIONS FOR OUR SCHOOL WITH ALL 
YOUR ONLINE SHOPPING! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our school  supporters and our 
new supporters, who have helped to raise school funds 
through www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am pleased 
to inform you that so far we have raised £736.91! 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to raise 
much needed funds, to support our curriculum and 
events for the children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 
3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you have made 
your purchase, the retailer will make a donation to our 
school at no extra cost to you.   

Thank you! 

LEAVERS’ END OF TERM DISCO 

ADVANCE NOTICE 

The PTA will be organising an end of 
year disco on 20th July.  The times are 
as follows: 

YR, Y1 & Y2   4.15 - 5.00pm 

Y3, Y4 & Y5   5.15 - 6.00pm 

Y6    6.30 - 8.00pm 

Details about the costs for this event will be given to 
you by the PTA nearer the time.  

We ask God to bless all our children who are making 
their First Holy Communion and we also remember 
them in our prayers.   

We come together with joyful hearts as you receive 
your First Holy Communion.   

Jesus said, “Do this in memory of me.”   

REINSTATEMENT OF THE OBLIGATION TO ATTEND 
MASS 

From the 18th March 2020 through to the 5th June 
2022 the Bishops of England and Wales suspended 
the obligation to attend Mass in England and Wales. 
As of the 5th June 2022, Pentecost, the Bishops will 
lift the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and 
Holy Days. Parents applying for a place at St Mary’s, 
under a faith based criteria will need to complete a 
Supplementary Information Form. Evidence of   
practice will be measured by frequency of        
attendance at Mass as validated by either a priest or     
minister, as was the case prior to 18th March 2020. 
These arrangements apply to the admissions round 
for 2023 and subsequent rounds.  

MEDWAY FOODBANK 

All Saints Community Project are going to host a new 
Foodbank Centre. 
The centre will be open from 10am – 1pm on      
MONDAYS and FRIDAYS. 
The address is The Magpie Centre, 33 Magpie Hall 
Rd, Chatham ME4 5NE. 

YEAR 6 PARENT LEAVERS’ ASSEMBLY 

Year 6 parents are invited to a Leavers’ Assembly on 
Tuesday 19th July 9.15am. 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

Do you have any information that would be useful for 
other parents? Do you know a great childminder or  
local club that children can attend? If so, please email in 
to office@stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk and we can make 
and share a list for the support of all families. 

THE BIG PLASTIC COUNT 
Thank you so much to all the families and 
school staff who took part in The Big Plastic 
Count! I am really proud of all the children 

who tallied the amount of plastic their families are us-
ing. There will be further information on what happens 
next with the data after the submission date of the 31st 
May. All participants will be given a special certificate 
too.  
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