
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Reading Newsletter Spring Term 1 

  Never trust anyone who has not brought a book with them. Lemony Snicket    
This edition includes exciting details about World Book Day and other upcoming events,                          

recommendations from our Reading Ambassadors and Class Corner from Year 5. You will also meet our 
new librarians and see which books different classes have been enjoying. There is also a special page for 

parents at the end as well as the ’Just for Fun’ quiz.  Mrs Bennett 

Reading Ambassador Recommendation 
This edition comes from Katie in Poplar: 

For KS1, I like ‘We’re Going on a 
Bear Hunt’ because it is about a 
family finding bears and it         
describes lots of different things.  

 
For KS2, I like ‘Diary of a 

Wimpy Kid’ by Jeff Kinney because it is 
funny and exciting. 

Class Corner 

This edition has a snapshot of the books our children are 
currently reading in Year 5. There are a lot of books 
linked to their ‘Space’ theme including some fact-filled 
non-fiction books. Other children are reading books from                                
their new class collection which was delivered last term. 

 

 
 
 

At St Mary’s, we aim for children to achieve an   
average of 85% in their AR quizzes. This term, these     
classes have achieved the highest average scores: 

Yew with 84% 
Cedar with 81% 
Poplar with 80%  

Let’s see which class will be first to achieve the 85% 
target! 

 
We are pleased to announce some additional Word  

Millionaires who join Melody in Birch with this 
achievement. Congratulations to:  

Urechukwu in Cedar 
Ini in Cedar 
Tolu in Oak 

Modupe in Oak 
Annie-Rose in Birch 

Megan in Yew  
Megan has currently read the most words of any 

child in the school with 1,340,722 so far. 

We have recruited some new librarians from Year 
6 who will be trained with Mrs Howlett before she 

leaves us this week.  
 

Cedar class: 
Ann 
Ellie 
Faith 

Ini 
Julia S  
Laura 

Urechukwu 
 

Oak class:  
Modupe 

Tolu 
 

Congratulations to these children. We are sure you 
will be fantastic librarians and support the other 

children in the school during their Book Exchange.  

Prize-winners 

Well done to our    
competition winners 
from last term. They 
have each now taken 
home a brand new 
book of their choice. 
Happy reading!  



Our own author! 

Congratulations to Camron in Poplar class who has become a published author with his 

book, ‘Super Stories’ which includes three stories: ‘The Fluffy Penguin’, ‘Fly and Ant in Lon-

don’ and ‘The Heroes’. He has shared his book with year 3 and 4 children in assembly and 

has been   fortunate enough to share it with children at other schools. Well done, Camron! 

National Storytelling Week 

 took place last week which was the perfect excuse 

to enjoy even more stories than usual! 

Here are some children from Cherry class enjoying 

listening to stories and reading them to each other.  

New Books 

Do you want to keep up with news about new 
books that are being released? 

Check out this blog from the guardian for a round 
up of the best new picture books and novels. You 
might prefer to watch this video from ‘The Reader 
Teacher’ to see which books are being released in 
February. Books for Topics have also put together 
a list of great books for 8-12 year olds that will be 
released during the spring. Click here to have a 
look.   

Which ones would you like to read?  

Don’t forget you can request new books to be 
purchased for the school library– just speak to 
one of our librarians.  

Interviews with Authors 

Would you like to hear from some great children’s authors? Take a look at some    
recent interviews.  

Frank Cottrell Boyce invited children to ask questions about his brilliant book Cosmic 
and then answered them on a free to watch video on YouTube. Click here to watch.  

Author and football fan, Tom Palmer, has been interviewed by ‘The Federation of Children’s 
Book Groups’ and you can read it here.  

Laura Henry-Allain, author of ‘My Skin, Your Skin’ talks about her great new book. 

Kate Di Camillo, author of many children’s books, discusses her writing in this       
interview.   

Medway Libraries 

Don’t forget that with a Medway Libraries card, you 
can access a range of online resources for free.  

As well as a huge selection of physical books, this       
includes:  

• 12,000+ eBooks and eAudiobooks for all ages 

• 130+ eMagazines 

• online reference resources– perfect for home-
work  

 To join the library and gain instant online access, 
please sign up here. 

The importance of reading for pleasure 

Regularly reading stories or novels outside of 

school is associated with higher scores in     

reading assessments. (PIRLS, 2006; PISA, 2009) 

So try to read for twenty minutes every day to 

have the greatest benefit! 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2022/jan/28/childrens-and-teens-roundup-the-best-new-picture-books-and-novels?CMP=twt_books_b-gdnbooks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTj4-HEb6U8
https://www.booksfortopics.com/post/ones-to-watch-new-children-s-fiction-for-spring-2022
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SRlIvCzmtB8%5d
http://fcbg.org.uk/fcbg-asks-tom-palmer/
http://candidcocoa.blogspot.com/2022/01/author-interview-laura-henry-allain.html
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=newbery-at-100-winner-interviews-kate-dicamillo
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200181/libraries/53/join_the_library/1.


Upcoming Events 

Vocabulary Parade 

What better way to celebrate books than by         

celebrating words? This year, all children (and 

staff!) will be invited to take part in our vocabulary 

parade. We would like you to choose a word and 

dress up as a clue to that piece of vocabulary.  

Preferably, this would be an ambitious word that 

others might learn about on the day– you might 

even teach the staff some new vocabulary! You do 

not have to spend a lot of money on this outfit; try 

to make it from items you already have at home. 

Ideally, you should also have the word displayed 

on you somewhere. There will be prizes for       

winners across the school. Google ‘vocabulary   

parade’ for some inspiration.  

We kindly ask each child for a £1 donation to take 

part in this and the other festivities of the day. 

These contributions will go towards book-related 

events we hold throughout the year.  

World Book Day 2022 takes place on Thursday 3rd March and is particularly special this 

year as it marks the 25th year of celebrations. At St Mary’s, we enjoy and celebrate 

books all year round, but we are excited to have the opportunity to do so even more 

than usual on this important day.  

The Masked Reader  

You will be pleased to hear that, due to popular demand, The Masked Reader 

will be returning to St Mary’s this year. Although it will be shown to children in 

school on World Book Day, it will also be shared on class Teams pages for the 

week as we know that many family members enjoyed taking part last year. The 

reveal will take place on World Book Day itself. Thanks in advance to Miss  

Godley for organising this, and to all the staff who take part.  

World Book Day Books 

We are excited to reveal that this year we will be 

providing children with a £1 World Book Day book 

in school. This means that instead of  taking home a 

£1 book voucher, you will actually take home a 

brand new book! Use this link to see more            

information about each book in the great selection 

available this year. Of course, if there is more than 

one book you would like, you can always buy       

additional ones for just £1 each from local book 

shops and supermarkets while stocks last.  

Thank you to  Waterstones in Chatham for allowing 

us to deliver these books to children at St Mary’s.  

Did you know there is a World Book Day song?      

A special one to celebrate the 25th birthday will be 

released soon, but in the meantime, you can enjoy 

last year’s song by MC Grammar by clicking on the 

photo.  

https://www.worldbookday.com/books/
https://www.worldbookday.com/mc-grammar/


Upcoming Events 

M&M Production 

As always in March, we will be welcoming M&M Theatrical        

Productions to St Mary’s for a special live performance.  

Children from Reception to Year 6 will enjoy watching this on the 

morning of 14th March and will all be doing some writing based 

around this story in their English lessons. We do ask parents for a 

contribution of £3 to allow this enriching opportunity to take place

– please see separate 

letter for more          

information.  

In the afternoon, Year 6 

will also benefit from a 

workshop run by the 

performers.  

We are very excited to announce that on Friday 4th 

March, Gianna Pollero, author of the ‘Monster Doughnuts’ 

books, will be visiting St Mary’s. Her first book has 5* 

ratings on Amazon and Waterstones and is described as, 

‘Delicious, dastardly and diabolically delightful,’ and the 

second book was released just last month. 

Gianna will be leading workshops for children in Years 3, 4, 

and 5 although all children across the school are invited to 

purchase a book at the discounted price of £6 and have it 

signed by Gianna on the day. Look out for more details to 

follow... 

‘Ten-year-old Grace likes doughnuts and 

cakes as much as the next kid - but they are 

also her secret weapon. Grace is a monster 

hunter who owns a bakery - and everyone 

knows how much monsters LOVE any kind 

of sweet treat! Just don't tell them about 

the secret exploding baking powder inside 

the doughnuts and the cookies...  

When Grace's Monster Scanning Machine 

alerts her to the doughnut-loving, people-

eating, board-game-playing cyclops Mr   

Harris, she realises she's about to face her 

biggest challenge yet…’ 

We are also      

delighted that on 

Friday 18th 

March, we will be  

visited by Michael 

de Souza. He is 

the author of the 

book series 

Rastamouse and the creator of the well-

known CBeebies character of the same 

name.  

Michael has been reading his books in 

schools and libraries since 2004, taking 

Rastamouse and a taste of the Caribbean to 

thousands of children and families. At St 

Mary’s, he will be providing sessions for 

children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 2. These are very interactive so       

children (and adults!) will need to prepare 

to join in! 

Author Visits 

Travelling Books 

During the week of 14th– 18th 

March, we will be holding a Book 

Fair. This is always very popular with 

children and families, and is a great 

way to help the school to purchase 

more fantastic books for our        

children.  

As was the case last year, this will 

take place during school time and 

children will have the opportunity 

to visit the library to view the    

available books and then bring 

home a wish list. Please look out for 

more details nearer the time.  



New Arrivals 
We are very fortunate at St Mary’s to have such a well-stocked library. Over the next few pages, you can 

see some fantastic books which have been added to our shelves in the last month. 

The Shark Caller by Zillah Bethell  
AR level: 3.8 (10 points) 
 
Set on the shores of Papua New Guinea, 
this is perfect for fans of Katherine   
Rundell and Eva Ibbotson. 
 
"I want to be able to call the sharks. 
Teach me the magic and show me the 
ways." 

 
Blue Wing is desperate to become a shark caller, but      
instead she must befriend infuriating newcomer Maple, 
who arrives unexpectedly on Blue Wing's island. 
 
At first, the girls are too angry to share their secrets and 
become friends. But when the tide breathes the promise 
of treasure, they must journey together to the bottom of 
the ocean to brave the deadliest shark of them all...  

The Dinosaur Who Lost His Roar by Russell Punter 
and illustrated by Andy Elkerton 
AR level: 1.9 (0.5 points) 

 
An amusing and original story told 
with simple text and delightful     
illustrations. 
Sid likes scaring his friends with his 
mighty roar, but when Sid loses his 
voice, will his friends wish he      
hadn’t?  

The Lion and the Mouse by Mairi Mackinnon 
and illustrated by Frank Endersby 
AR level: 0.8 (0.5 points) 
 
Aesop’s charming fable is retold 
in this beautiful book. 
 
It’s tough in the wild, whether 
you’re a tiny mouse or a big, 
scary lion. But friends can be 
found in the strangest of places.  

Monsters on a School Trip by Zanna Da-
vidson, illustrated by Melanie Williamson 
AR level: 2.8 (0.5 points) 

 
Billy is feeling anxious. He's about to go on 
his first ever school trip to a museum.   
 
Luckily, Billy's Mini  
Monsters are on hand 
to help. They've come to 
the museum too, with a 
mission of their own - to 
find their mummies! A 
heart-warming story 
that covers the anxiety 
of starting a new school, 
going on a school trip 
and making friends.  

The Odyssey by Russell Punter; 
illustrated by Fabiano Fiorin 
AR level: 3.8 (1.0 points) 
 
Greek warrior Odysseus is       
desperate to make his way home 
to the island of Ithaca. But giants, 
sirens and many-headed serpents 
are just some of 
the obstacles 
that stand in his 
way. Join him on 
his amazing    
adventures in 
this dynamic 
graphic novel.  

Darkness of Dragons by S. A. Patrick 
AR level: 5.2 (13 points) 
 
In a world of dragons, song spells, pipers and 
battles... 
Patch Brightwater is a boy in disgrace. Thrown in 
jail for playing a forbidden spell, he is no one's 
idea of a hero. But then he discovers a deadly 
truth - the evil Piper of Hamelyn is on the loose. 
 
With the help of Wren, a girl cursed to live as a rat, and Barver, a    
fire-breathing dracogriff, Patch must stop the Piper sparking the big-
gest battle of them all.  
 
Three accidental heroes versus one legendary villain... an epic         
adventure is born.  



Hot off the Press 

These books are so recently published that they do not have Accelerated Reader quizzes but they are still 
worth reading! 

‘The Marvellous Granny Jinks and Me’ by Serena Holly 
Join Jada and Granny Jinks in this charming new series for readers aged 6+!            

Gorgeously illustrated throughout by Selom Sunu, and brimming with warmth, tricks 
and magic. 

When Jada Jinks finds a box of magic tricks in her granny’s flat, she uncovers her 
granny’s SECRET dream of becoming a magician. Jada soon decides that she’s going 

to help Granny Jinks fulfil her dreams, but one thing stands in her way – her dad,  
Jonny Jinks, who hates magic! Will Jada be able to help Granny Jinks pass the          

auditions for Dalton Green Magic Society, and will she learn some tricks of her own 
along the way? 

Inspired by the true story of Jenny Mayers – the first Black woman to be accepted into the Magic Circle. 

‘The Boy with Wings’ by Lenny Henry           
illustrated throughout by Keenon Ferrell.  
 
An ordinary kid is about to become an           
EXTRAORDINARY hero! 
Wings? Check. 
A super-cool, super-secret past? Check. 
An impossible mission to save the world from 
a fur-ocious enemy? Check. 
 
When Tunde sprouts wings and learns he’s all 
that stands between Earth and total              
destruction, suddenly school is the least of his 
problems. Luckily, his rag-tag group of pals 

have got his back, and with 
his new powers, Tunde is 
ready to fly in the face of 
danger. 
 
So what if he can’t even 
stand up to the school    
bully? He’s the boy with 
wings – this is his destiny. 
No pressure then. . .  

‘The Hatmakers’ by Tamzin Merchant illustrated by 
Paula Escobar 
Chosen as Waterstones children’s book of the month for 
January 2022 
 
Cordelia comes from a long line of magical milliners, 
who weave alchemy and  enchantment into every hat. In 
Cordelia's world, Making - crafting items such as hats, 
cloaks, watches, boots and gloves from magical           
ingredients - is a rare and ancient skill, and only a few 
special Maker families remain. 
 
When Cordelia's father Prospero and his ship, the Jolly 
Bonnet, are lost at sea during a mission to collect hat 
ingredients, Cordelia is determined to find him. But    
Uncle Tiberius and Aunt Ariadne have 
no time to help the littlest Hatmaker, 
for an ancient rivalry between the 
Maker families is threatening to      
surface. Worse, someone seems to be 
using Maker magic to start a war. 
 
It's up to Cordelia to find out who, and 
why . . .  

Jummy at the River School by Sabine Adeyinka 
Chosen as Scholastic’s Book of the Month for 9-10 year olds in January 2022 

 
Jummy has won a place at the River School, the finest girls’ boarding school in Nigeria. 
Nothing can dampen her spirits, not even when she learns that her best friend Caro 
won’t be joining her. 
By the Shine-Shine River, school is everything Jummy dreamt of, with friendly new girls, 
midnight feasts and sporting prizes - but when Caro suddenly arrives at the school to 
work, not to learn, Jummy must bring all her friends together to help. 
 
A joyful, glorious collision of classic boarding-school story with vibrant 1990s Nigeria. 



… does the mouse take a stroll in ‘The Gruffalo’? 

… does Paddington Bear come from? 

… does the troll live in the three Billy Goats gruff? 

… do the characters live in ‘What the Ladybird 

Heard’? 

… is Hairy McLary from? 

Just For Fun!  
Where…?  

Answers from last edition:  ‘The Polar Express’ by Chris Van Allsburg; ‘How the Grinch Stole Christmas!’ by Dr Seuss 
‘The Snowman’ by Raymond Briggs; ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens; 

‘The Jolly Christmas Postman’ by Allan Ahlberg and Janet Ahlberg  

 

 

The winning classes for this term: 

 EYFS/ KS1 KS2 

December Holly Birch 

January Holly Pine 

Reading at St Mary’s 

Nursery children have really enjoyed ‘Here Comes Jack Frost’ by Kazuno Kohara. 
Reception have read lots of books linked to space including ‘Aliens Love Underpants’.  

‘Flying Free: How Bessie Coleman’s Dreams Took Flight’ has been informing Year 1 children’s writing.  
Year 2 have been exploring ‘Lila and the Secret of the Rain’ by David Conway and Jude Daly.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Year 3 have been reading ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes in their reading lessons.  
 Year 4 have been on an African adventure with ‘Akimbo and the Baboons’ by Alexander McCall Smith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Linked to their space topic, Year 5 are reading ‘The Jamie Drake Equation’ by Frank Cottrell-Boyce. 
Year 6 have visited Camp Green Lake with Stanley in ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar.  

… does Harry Potter go to school? 

… does Winnie the Pooh live? 

… does the Pied Piper play his pipe?  

… do Lucy, Edward, Susan and Peter end up when 

they journey through the wardrobe?  

… does Floella Benjamin travel from in ’Coming to 

England’?  

 



World Book Day 

Although we will be celebrating World Book Day at school, perhaps you would like to continue with more 

activities at home. Use this link to download a free World Book Day Challenge Pack full of ideas: 

pawprintfamily.com/product/world-book-day-challenge-pack/ Once your child has completed the        

activities, you might want to reward them with a special badge, available to order here: worldbook-

day.com/fundraising/buy-the-badge/ Enjoy!  

Parent Page 

Reading together at home is one of the most important things that parents and carers can do to support 

children in school and beyond. This is the case no matter how old your child is. Research shows that  

reading for pleasure is the most important thing for children to be successful– even more than               

socioeconomic background.  

Being involved and interested in your child’s reading is therefore key to ensuring they do well at school. 

Here are some ways you can encourage your child to read for pleasure:  

- Read to your child regularly. You might feel they are too old but that won’t be the case. Even children in 

Year 6 still enjoy listening to stories at school. 

- Listen to your child read. Again, no matter how old they are, this is still important. This encourages          

discussion and will help you identify new words your child might not be able to pronounce or understand.  

- Let them see you reading. It is important for children to have a reading role model, whether that be a 

parent, carer, grandparent or older sibling.  

- Discuss books with them. Ask them questions about what they are reading, the book they are listening 

to at school or what they are learning in reading lessons or RWI at the moment.   

Reading Books 

Children on RWI bring home two 

reading books each week. The first 

is the ‘Book Bag Book’ which is 

linked to their RWI lessons. It      

contains sounds that your child has 

learnt so they should be able to 

read this independently. However, it is important 

that they read this book more than once during the 

week to increase their fluency and understanding.  

Their second book is one they will 

have chosen to take home but might 

include some sounds they have not 

learnt yet. Therefore, this book is to 

be shared together with adults or 

older siblings. Perhaps your child could talk about 

what is happening on each page before you read it. 

Maybe they could identify words they recognise.   

Accelerated Reader- Home Connect 

Signing up to Home Connect allows you to see your 

child’s progress in Accelerated Reader and how 

they are performing in their reading quizzes. You 

can see the books they have taken quizzes on, how 

many points they have accumulated and sign up to 

email alerts each time your child completes a quiz. 

Follow this link to a short video showing you how 

to navigate Home Connect.  

You can also use this platform to check if a book 

has a quiz, which level it is and how many points it 

is worth. Of course, if your child wants to read a 

book that does not have a quiz, that is fine; it just 

means they won’t be able to earn points.  

If you haven't already, sign up by following this 

link: https://Ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/

HomeConnect The login details are the same as 

those your child uses to quiz in school.   

pawprintfamily.com/product/world-book-day-challenge-pack/
worldbookday.com/fundraising/buy-the-badge/
worldbookday.com/fundraising/buy-the-badge/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hxxpQoWGgQ8&t=11s&ab_channel=LennyDutton
https://Ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/HomeConnect
https://Ukhosted124.renlearn.co.uk/6709830/HomeConnect

