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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Living Faith  

“You are my Son, whom I love; in you I am well pleased.” Luke 3:21-22 

Alpine flowers bloom at the first touch of the spring sun. Why? Because they have been 

growing quietly under the crust of snow and are just waiting for the door to be unlocked in 

order to burst out.  They are ripe for the call of spring , ready to grow and blossom.   

Jesus lived for thirty years at Nazareth.  Why did he wait so long before beginning his public ministry?  A vocation 

requires a period of apprenticeship and formation.  The profound experiences that shape a person’s character, the 

things that make him what he is, take time.  Jesus first of all lived a real and true life.  He began by doing before he 

started to preach to others.  He made sure his own garden was blooming before he set out to show others what to 

do with their gardens.  During the thirty years he spent at Nazareth, he had been growing quietly, growing in     

wisdom and grace.  But all the while he was waiting for a call to something more important.  On the day Jesus was 

baptised, he said goodbye to his old life and committed himself to the work of God.   

Most of us have known moments that have proved turning points in our lives.  However, the direction our lives 

have taken may not be the result of some major decision, but a series of little decisions.  In baptism we share in 

the life of God.  We too are called to grow in wisdom and grace, to ripen as human beings and children of God. 

Lord, give us joy in the profession of our faith, 

and may we live the faith in such a way that the world will know that we are your disciples. 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
Welcome back to the start of term and the new year!  
Thank you for your cooperation and patience with the adjustments to the start and end of the school day, as we 
establish and refine the measures in place.  Safeguarding the children within the school grounds remains our      
priority.  Protective measures remain in place in school.  We will continue to monitor and review the                    
arrangements, and adjust accordingly. 

As you may be aware, we continue to have positive cases in all year groups and therefore ongoing regular lateral 
flow testing for your child is recommended.   This term we continue to have a number of staff who are not well 
and we send them our best wishes.  There is also a shortage of supply cover so we are currently covering absences 
internally and appreciate your understanding during this challenging period.   

Thank you to everyone who continues to follow the Government guidance to help reduce the spread of the virus, 
as this is the best way to help us to keep the school running smoothly and to keep our school community safe. 

The uncertainty of the pandemic continues to be a worrying time for us all.  Please reach out to us if there is any 
way that we can be of support. 
We value the communication between home and school, so please contact the school office: 
office@stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk if you have any queries and we will respond by email or telephone. 
 

Thank you for your continued commitment and support and we look forward to a positive start to the New Year 
and term ahead. 
Mrs MJ Grabski 
Headteacher 

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 
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KS1 & KS2 SATS MEETINGS IN SCHOOL 
On Monday 28th February at 4pm we will be inviting 
Y2 parents to find out more about the KS1 SATs.  

Y6 parents are also invited to find out more about KS2 
SATs on Wednesday 2nd March at 4pm.  

Letters for these meetings will be sent via ParentMail, 
so please confirm your attendance by emailing the 
school office in due course.  Thank you. 

BEREAVEMENT 

Holding on Letting Go is a Kent based charity which 
helps children cope with the death of someone close 
to them. Visit www.holdingonlettinggo.org.uk 

for information about their bereavement weekends 
and parent support groups. If you would like some 
support, there is an online referral form which you 
can complete for your family. Email: info@holg.org.uk 
with your   questions if you'd like to know more. 

BAD WEATHER PROCEDURES 

If we have very bad weather during the winter e.g. 
snow, the school may have to be closed.  This happens 
very rarely, but if we need to close school, this is the 
procedure: 

• Decisions will usually be made on the day of 
closure; 

• Information on the Website/Twitter will be 
updated; 

• The school will also notify parents by Parentmail 
and text. 

PLEASE KEEP THIS IN A SAFE PLACE AS THE WEATHER 
FORECAST IS FOR IT TO BE VERY COLD. 

PARENTS’ CONSULTATIONS 

There will be an opportunity for you to discuss your 
child’s progress with their teacher. 

This will be scheduled for the week beginning  

14th March, as a telephone appointment.     

Further details regarding booking appointments will be 
sent after half-term. 

CURRICULUM INFORMATION 

The teachers have included a Curriculum Letter           
outlining what your child will be studying this term,  
together with a termly topic overview. 

DANGEROUS PARKING  

Parking around the school, dropping off or 
collecting children continues to be a        
serious problem.  As you are aware, there 

is significant congestion in Greenfield Road and        
Railway Street on a daily basis, which is  causing safety 
issues for all our children.   

We appreciate that it can be difficult to park near the 
school but we are fortunate to be able to use the 
Church car park, to alleviate this problem and we 
thank parents who are already using this facility.    
Parking permits are also available from the school 
office which enable you to park in the station car park. 

We ask that you please park and drive considerately    
during peak school drop-off/pick-up times and also 
with due regard for the safety of all pedestrians.  
There are yellow lines and zig-zag lines in both streets       
identifying areas where parking is not permitted and 
this is also to ensure the safety for everyone. 

 

We also ask that you please be respectful 
of the residents in Greenfield Road and 
that you do not park in front of their 
driveways or garages. 

 

We hope that we can all take responsibility and work 
together in ensuring access to our school stays safe. 

We ask for your continued co-operation and support 
with this matter.   

FAMILY LIVES 

Visit: https://www.familylives.org.uk/ for a wealth of 
information and advice around all aspects of parenting 
and the family. Whether it's advice on wellbeing, 
sleep, eating or how to cope with loss or trauma you 
can find lots of support on this website as well as links 
to other organisations which could help.  

Call the helpline on: 0800 8002222 

END OF THE DAY COLLECTION 

Thank you for your support in helping the end of day 
collection of children to run more smoothly. Standing 
in the correct line at the allocated time makes it much 
easier for staff to dismiss children safely. Once you 
have collected your children, we ask that you move to 
the other side of Greenfield Road to avoid congestion 
at the collection areas.  

FAREWELL 

This term, we bid farewell to Mr Gladwell, our Site 
Manager, who has decided to retire.   

On behalf of all at St Mary’s, we thank him for his 
valued contribution, hard work and commitment to 
our school, and we wish him all the best. 
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COLLECT FREE DONATIONS FOR OUR SCHOOL WITH 
ALL YOUR ONLINE SHOPPING! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School  supporters and our 
new supporters, who have helped to raise school 
funds through www.easyfundraising.org.uk and we 
are pleased to inform you that so far we have raised 
£726.51 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to 
raise much needed funds, to support our curriculum 
and events for the children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of 
the 3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you have 
made your purchase, the retailer will make a        
donation to our school at no extra cost to you.   

Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmar

yscatholicprimaryschool1/ 

FOREST SCHOOL 

We would be very grateful for the following donations 
to support our Forest School provision: 

• Tarpaulin sheets 

• Any off cuts of trees such as logs or wood  

Thank you. 

Miss Dengate  Forest School Leader 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

Did you know your child's school 
meal could be free? 

If you are in receipt of selected 
Government benefits such as        
Universal Credit, you may be         

eligible to receive a nutritious free school meal for 
your child every day. 

School meals for Reception, Year 1 and  Year 2 are 
free to all pupils but it is still worth applying as there 
are other benefits such as supermarket vouchers for 
the school holidays and support with Wraparound 
Care if needed at school. 

Check if you are eligible and start saving today! 

 https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/medway/ 

Or speak to Mrs Sophie Varnham who can apply on 
your behalf. 

CHILDREN'S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK 

This year Children's Mental Health Week is between     
7th-13th February. The theme is 'Growing Together'. 
During this week the children will be  having assemblies 
and taking part in class activities to raise awareness of 
the importance of young people's mental health. On   
Friday 11th, we will ask the children to take part in the 
'Dress to Express' fundraiser where they can wear their 
own clothes and show off their individual style. If you 
are able, there will be the opportunity to make a         
donation which will help ensure that every child has 
easy access to mental health support. 

SCHOOL NURSING SERVICE 

Further to a letter we received from MCH, there will be 

no School Nurse meetings this term as the service is    

currently overwhelmed.  We are, however, able to       

request a phone consultation to discuss any potential 

referrals, but we are limited to only small numbers of    

children, which means that we are able to refer only the 

most urgent cases into the School Nursing Service.  They 

have also requested that no referrals are made which 

are purely for behaviour difficulties.  We would strongly                

recommend that parents with children in Nursery 

through to Year 2 (i.e. 7 years or younger) ensure that 

they have a Health Visitor.  This way should there be any 

need for referrals,  you are able to discuss any issues 

with them in the first instance and referrals, particularly 

for paediatrics, can be made through them.  

ATTENDANCE 

Whole school attendance for this academic year         
currently stands at 95.33% 

 

Termly breakdown  Term 1 -  95.63% 

                                     Term 2 - 95.17% 

                                     Term 3 - 94.91% (so far) 

Please continue to inform the school office daily if your 
child is going to be absent, providing the full reason for 
this.  

M AND M PRODUCTIONS 

We are delighted to inform you that 
M&M Theatrical Productions will be 
returning to give yet another brilliant 
performance to our children in Reception to Year 6 
on 14th March. We kindly ask for a contribution of 
£3 to cover the cost of this. Please look out for more 
details which will be sent out soon. 
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SCHOOL LEARNING COUNCIL 

Over the past couple of weeks, children have been busy 
campaigning to be our new School Councillors.  Children 
have worked extremely hard.  They have created posters, 
made manifestos and performed Q&A sessions in        
preparation for a democratic vote.  

I am excited to announce that our new School Councillors 
are… 

Y1 

Willow - Kendi and Satya  

Holly - Summer and Dexter 

Y2 

Cherry - Vasu and Kashmir 

Beech - Finley and Tharniga  

Y3 

Yew - Praise and Gabriella  

Maple - Emilin and Abriana 

Y4 

Juniper - Ivan and Hollie 

Poplar - Praise and Nathanael  

Y5 

Pine - Tabby and Michael 

Birch - Samuel and Sarah 

Y6 

Cedar - Kayla and Ann  

Oak - Modupe and Tolu 

 

We look forward to welcoming them to the team. 

 

Miss Johnson School Learning Council Lead 

LETTERS TO HER MAJESTY THE 
QUEEN 

Year 5 received some exciting post this 
week! 

Before Christmas, the children wrote letters to the 
Queen as part of their persuasive writing unit of 
work in English.  This week, we received a reply 
from Buckingham Palace!  

The children were very excited to receive the letter 
from the Queen’s Lady in Waiting who very much 
enjoyed reading the children’s work. 

Well done Year 5. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Johnson and Miss Morris   

WRAPAROUND CARE 

If you need to book your child for Wraparound 
Care, there are designated email addresses:  

breakfastclub@stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk and  

afterschoolclub@stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk  

where you are able to request a place for your 
child.  Please include: 

 

· Your child’s name and class 

· The days and sessions you require 

 

Breakfast Club is £2.50 per day and After School 
Club is £6.00 per day.  Please make payments via 
ParentPay in advance.   

 

You will receive a confirmation that your child has a 
place.  

 

Please be aware that we cannot guarantee places 
and this varies each week.   

MESSAGES TO CLASS  

If you have any messages that you would like to be sent 
to the class teacher during the school day, e.g. different 
collection arrangements, please email the school office: 
Office@stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk  

if possible before lunch, to ensure that the message is    
received by the class teacher.  

YOUNGMINDS 

YoungMinds offer information, support and advice for 
children and young people on mental health, wellbeing 
and self-harm. They provide help for parents over the 
phone. 

Visit the YoungMinds website at youngminds.org.uk or 
call the parent helpline on: 0808 8025544.  
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READY…SET…GO! 

Some of the children from Reception have been 

learning how to ride a balance bike this term. They 

have thoroughly enjoyed their lessons, provided by 

Greenacre Sport Partnership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GETTING MOVING!  

Years 2, 3 and 5 have been enjoying both the         

Multi-Skills and Change4Life after school clubs this 

term. Year 2 have been developing their balance and 

coordination skills whilst Year 3 and 5 have been  

improving their understanding of large ball games 

such as football and basketball.  

ORAL HEALTH 

In Reception we have been learning about being 
healthy, particularly oral health.  We have learnt about 
how and when to brush our teeth and the children have 
enjoyed exploring this area. 

If you would like more information about oral hygiene, 
you can find out more on: 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/take-care-
of-your-teeth-and-gums/ 

You can use an App to support your child with their 
teeth brushing.  This one from Aquafresh is free and 
great fun for the children to use and develop this life 
skill. 

ECO-COUNCIL LITTER PICKING 

Some of our Eco-Councillors 
have been busy helping our 
school community by doing 
litter picking at lunch time.  

So far Years 5 and 6 have taken part and soon it will be 
Years 4, 3 and 2. We have helped tidy up the garden  
area and the Infant and Junior playgrounds so far. 

Mrs Reddin-Tasker Eco-Council Leader   

This weekend is your 
chance to take part in 

the Big Garden  

Birdwatch! 

 

Last year one million people took part! Just follow the 
link below to sign up and then all you need to do is 
count the birds you see in your garden, from your     
balcony or in your local park for one hour between 28 
and 30th January 2022.  https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-
involved/activities/birdwatch/  
 

MUSIC 

This term there is so much music happening across 
the school!  Aside from whole class music lessons, 
Year 2 are preparing songs to take to the Key Stage 1 
Choir Festival in March and the Year 3 and 4 Choir is 
also rehearsing for the Key Stage 2 Music Festival. 

Instrumental lessons are in full swing: drumming in 
Year 2, clarinet lessons in year 4, brass lessons in 
Year 5 and guitar lessons in Year 6.  Year 6 are also 
lucky enough to be receiving Music Technology     
tuition from a specialist teacher as part of a Medway-
wide pilot.  

Finally, a Year 5 and 6 drumming club is taking place 
on Monday lunchtimes and a Year 3 ukulele club is 
taking place after school on Wednesdays. There are a 
few spaces left on each of these. Since these are 
taught by specialist teachers, there is a small charge 
for these clubs. Please contact 
Miss Brown if you are  

interested in your child taking 
part. 

FEBRUARY HALF TERM 

Monday 14th - 18th February 2022 
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