
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Reading Newsletter Autumn Term 2 
   A book is a gift that you can open again and again. Garrison Keillar  

This edition includes some ideas for some last minute Christmas presents, suggestions for book-related 
viewing over the holidays and updates on award-winning books. There are details of competition winners 

from school, a festive book quiz and a very sad good bye. Wishing you all a merry Christmas.  Mrs Bennett 

Competition Winners 

Well done to all those children who entered the Black History Competition from the last newsletter.   

The winner from Y3/4 was Olivia in Poplar.  

The winner from Y5/6 was Osaramen in Birch. 

The overall winner was Nicola in Poplar.  

Well done! They have all won a book of their choice. 

Class Corner 

This edition has a snapshot of the books our children 
are currently reading in Year 3. Some children have 

been taking advantage of new books from the library 
including the ‘Yasmin’ series. 

Are there any here you have read? 

Yew                                      Maple 

Recommended Reads 

Are you still looking for ideas for your Christmas list? Why not choose some of these books as an extra 
treat? 

The Blue Peter Book Awards and the Costa 
Book Awards shortlists were announced last 
month. Maybe you would like to read one of 

these? 

Or perhaps you would like to take inspiration from other recommendations. Click on the links below for 
plenty of suggested books this year.  

BookTrust’s collection of new books this month 

Black Children’s Books for Christmas 2021 

Winners of the Young Quills Awards 2021 for historical fiction   

The Best Children’s and YA Books of 2021 from The Guardian 

December Reading Challenge 

Visit this great PEPELT website for an interactive advent calendar. Behind each door is either an animated  

version of a picture book or a book read aloud by an author or illustrator. There are 24 to enjoy!  

https://calendar.myadvent.net/?id=cc6d6766f510f8bb649f6c14768cf465 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/best-new-books/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/best-new-books/
http://candidcocoa.blogspot.com/2021/12/black-childrens-books-for-christmas-2021.html
http://candidcocoa.blogspot.com/2021/12/black-childrens-books-for-christmas-2021.html
https://www.history.org.uk/primary/categories/949/news/4030/young-quills-2021-the-winners
https://www.history.org.uk/primary/categories/949/news/4030/young-quills-2021-the-winners
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2021/dec/06/the-best-childrens-and-ya-books-of-2021
https://calendar.myadvent.net/?id=cc6d6766f510f8bb649f6c14768cf465


 

 

Children in KS2 have continued to take part in Accelerated Reader quizzes and there is some great     
competition between classes.  

The three classes with the most quizzes taken and passed this half term were: 
Birch with 201 passes 
Yew with 193 passes 

Poplar with 160 passes  
Next term’s competition will be amount of minutes spent engaged in reading each day.   

Top Tips for Accelerated Reader 

Choose a book within your ZPD: If a book is too 
easy, you might not score lots of points; if it is too 

difficult, you might not pass the quiz.  

Spend thirty minutes a day reading: The more you 
read, the quicker you will be able to take quizzes 

and earn points. Minutes earned in spring will 
count towards the term’s competition between 

classes.  

Aim to beat your target: Spending time reading 
and earning points will count towards you    

reaching your individual target. Try to average 
85% correct on your quizzes.  

Star Assessments  

These are taken to measure          
children’s progress and determine new book levels. 

Well done to Yew class who made the most         
progress between their two assessments.  

Year 2 will be taking Star Assessments in the new 
year to determine if any of them are ready to start 

Accelerated Reader.  

Congratulations! 

Melody in Birch has become our first 
word millionaire having read over a      

million words since September. 

Farewell 

We would like to say an extremely sad goodbye to Mrs Howlett, our fantastic librarian. She will be greatly 
missed in the library at lunchtimes. We would like to say a huge thank you for the brilliant systems she 

has put in place over the years and  for organising the library so well. We wish her all the best in her new 
‘chapter’ as she moves to Cornwall.  Thank you, Mrs Howlett! 

Could you be a librarian? 

We are looking for some Year 6 children to take over Mrs Howlett’s role as librarian. You would need to 
scan books in and out, help children select reading books and keep the library tidy, including returning 

the books to the shelves in alphabetical order.  

If you are interested in this position, apply to Mrs Bennett by Thursday 6th January. You will need to    
explain why you think you are suitable: 

Do you have a good knowledge of children’s books? 

Are you organised? 

Do you enjoy working with younger children? 

Are you already a Reading Ambassador? 

Do you have a good eye for detail? 

Would you be willing to spend your lunch break carrying out this role? 

I look forward to receiving your applications and will inform the successful children by Monday 10th   
January 2022. Good luck!  



Reading at St Mary’s 

EYFS continue to enjoy a range of books. Nursery have spent some time exploring ‘Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears’ while Reception have enjoyed ‘There’s a Dragon in Your Book’ by Tom Fletcher.  

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 1, children have made links to Remembrance Day by reading ‘Stubby’ by Michael Foreman and 

Year 2 have been reading ‘The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark’ by Jill Tomlinson.  

Year 3 have enjoyed ‘The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe’ by C. S. Lewis. Juniper have been exploring 

many Greek myths and Poplar have read ‘The Great Chocoplot’ by Chris Callaghan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Year 5, both classes have been enjoying ‘How to Train your Dragon’ by Cressida Cowell. Year 6 are  
reading ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ by Emma Carroll, which is linked to their WW2 topic.  

Can you name the book from the image? 

Just For Fun! Have a go at these quick quizzes to test your knowledge of Christmas books.  

Answers from last edition:  KS1 ‘The Gruffalo’ by Julia Donaldson, ‘Elmer’ by David McKee, ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ by Eric 
Carle and ‘The Tale of Peter Rabbit’ by Beatrix Potter 

KS2 1. ‘A Bear Called Paddington’ by Michael Bond; 2. ‘Varjak Paw’ by S. F. Said; 3. ‘Charlotte’s Web’ by E.B. White 
4. ‘The Wonderful Wizard of Oz’ by L. Frank Baum   

 

 

The winning classes for this term: 

 EYFS/ KS1 KS2 

October Beech Birch 

November Holly Pine 


