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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

During this season of Advent, the children have had opportunities to reflect, through meditations and prayer, in 
preparation for Christmas.   

This has also been a very exciting and special time for the children, as they have taken part in their wonderful     
Nativities and in sharing the message of Christmas.  We look forward to sharing these with you at the end of this 
term. 

I would like to thank you for your continued commitment and support.   

On behalf of the staff and governors, I wish you a happy and peaceful Christmas. 

Mrs MJ Grabski 

Headteacher 

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 

‘Let us Walk in the Light of the Lord’ 

The theme of light figures prominently during the season of Advent and St Paul urges us to 
turn away from darkness and live in the light.  But what in practice does this entail? 

There was a wise and learned Rabbi who was asked, ‘How can you tell when the night is 
passed and the day is on its way back again?’  One said, ‘When you can see an animal in the 
distance and you can tell whether it is a sheep or a goat.’  Another said, ‘When you can see 
a tree in the distance and you can tell whether it is a fig tree or a peach tree.’  Another said, 
‘When you can see a person in the distance and you can tell whether it is a friend or an   
enemy.’   

But the Rabbi was not impressed and he replied, ‘When you can look at the face of any    
human being and see there the face of a brother or sister, because if you cannot do this, then no matter what time 
it is, for you it is still night.’ 

We are a people on whom the light of Christ has shone and still shines.  We must, therefore, strive to walk in the 
light, the light of truth and life, the light of holiness and grace, the light of justice, love and peace. 

Nevertheless, darkness still has power over us.  Darkness can take many forms.  Any kind of hatred or lack of          
forgiveness are forms of darkness.  It takes courage to recognise the darkness in our lives.  There is no joy in living 
in darkness but with God’s grace we can free ourselves from the darkness and experience the joy of walking in the 
light of truth and goodness. 

 

The most precious light of all is the light of love.  

Love lights up everything and brings hope. 

Lord, may the radiance of your glory light up our lives and  

bring us safely through the shadows of this world to everlasting light. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.pinimg.com%2F236x%2Fef%2F2e%2Fbd%2Fef2ebd09876d2b4bb4f8b08afa7f21a0--advent-hope-hope-love.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F259379259762657351%2F&docid=I9OJICRzRZLKEM&tbnid=Omjvu
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

After careful consideration, it has been decided that after the Christmas break the staggered start and finish to 
the school day will stop and we will resume the timings of the normal school day.   

 

Unfortunately, it has been noted that despite the time allocations for each year group, there are many children 
arriving at various times – either too early or too late, and sometimes missing registration and the beginning of 
their lessons.   

 

We will continue to implement the COVID-19 Health and Safety measures internally at school. 

 

From January, the main gate will open for only Nursery pupils at 8.30am, who will be collected by a member of 
staff from the Key Stage 1 playground.  Pupils in Reception – Year 6 will use their designated gate and will need 
to arrive at school between 8.40 – 8.50am.   

 

Please note that both gates will close promptly at 8.50am and children will need to be in class for registration 
by this time. 

 

If you have any key messages for staff, please can you continue to call and/or email the school office. 

The timings for the beginning and end of the day are as follows: 

 

Year group arrival times and routes: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class departure times and routes: 

 

 

START 

  Main Gate Top Gate 

8.30 Nursery   

8.40 – 8.50 Year 6 

Year 1 

Year 3 

Reception 

Year 5 

Year 2 

Year 4 

  

FINISH 

  Main Gate Top Gate 

3.10 Reception   

3.15 Year 1 Year 2 

3.20 Year 3 Pupils 

Year 6 Pupils 

Year 4 Pupils 

Year 5 Pupils 

3.30 Nursery Pupils   

Teachers will wait with your child if you need to collect children from different year groups 
and gates. 



CONGRATULATIONS 
Many congratulations to our Home School 
Support Worker, Mrs Dumbrell who recently 
celebrated her wedding.  She is now officially 
known as Mrs Varnham. 
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On behalf of all at St Mary’s we wish you a very  

Merry Christmas and a  
Happy New Year! 

School closes at 2.00pm with a staggered finish on  
Friday 17th December and re-opens for children on 

Thursday 6th January 2022 

 

CHILDREN DUE TO START SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2022 

If your child’s 5th birthday is between 1st September 
2022 and 31st August 2023 they will be due to start 
school in September 2022. 

Applications need to be made online via the Medway 
Council website. 
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and
_learning/1059/applying_for_a_primary_school_place/3 

You will also need to complete a Supplementary        
Information Form (SIF) and hand it into school.  

Collect FREE donations for our school with all your 
online shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School  Supporters and our 
new supporters, who have helped to raise school 
funds through www.easyfundraising.org.uk and we 
are pleased to inform you that so far we have raised 
£719.73! 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to 
raise much needed funds, to support our curriculum 
and events for the children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 
3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you have 
made your purchase, the retailer will make a donation 
to our school at no extra cost to you.  Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmary

scatholicprimaryschool1/ 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

Did you know your child's 
school meal could be free? 

If you are in receipt of selected 
Government benefits such as 
Universal Credit, you may be 
eligible to receive a nutritious 
free school meal for your child 
every day. 

School meals for Reception, Year 1 and  Year 2 are free 
to all pupils but it is still worth applying as there are 
other benefits such as supermarket vouchers for the 
school holidays and support with Wraparound Care if 
needed at school. 

Check if you are eligible and start saving today! 

Visit https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/medway/ 

Or speak to Mrs Sophie Varnham who can apply on 
your behalf. 

ATTENDANCE  

Term 1:    96% Term 2:   93% 

As a whole school we have achieved 94.5% for the    
Autumn term. 

FAREWELL 

This term, we bid a sad farewell to 
Mrs Howlett, our General Assistant 
and School Librarian, as she begins an 
exciting new chapter, relocating to 
Cornwall.   

On behalf of all at St Marys, we thank Mrs Howlett for 
all her hard work, and commitment to our school, and 
we wish her all the very best. 

FINISH 

  Main Gate Top Gate 

2.00 Year 6   

2.05 Year 1 Year 2 

2.10 Reception   

2.20 Year 3 Year 4 

2.30 Nursery Year 5 

Siblings are to leave together at the time of latest  
allocated sibling time via their designated gate. 

https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1059/applying_for_a_primary_school_place/3
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200137/schools_and_learning/1059/applying_for_a_primary_school_place/3
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/medway/

