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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Monday 15th-19th November was National Anti-Bullying Week coordinated by the Anti-Bullying Alliance.                         
Anti-Bullying Week happens in schools across England each November.  

The theme this year is ‘One Kind Word’. 

Whether it is verbal, physical, online or in-person, bullying has a significant impact on a child’s life well in to     
adulthood.  By making small, simple changes, we can break this cycle and create a safe environment for everyone.       

St Mary’s recognises that this focus should not be for one week and is committed to long-term sustainable 
measures to prevent and deal with any form of bullying behaviour, working together with children and parents to 
address this important issue. 

This term continues to be very positive and exciting, enriched with a variety of school events ranging from 

educational class trips, theatre production, art competitions, fundraising, parent workshops, themed parent coffee 
mornings, Nativities and Christmas preparations.  

It is lovely to see the children preparing for their Nativities, as we now begin Advent and start our preparations for 
Christmas.  Sadly, as a result of the recent rise in positive COVID-19 cases in school and following the guidance 
from Public Health England, the Governing Body have made the decision to not invite parents into school.  We will 
be recording the Nativities and we look forward to sharing these with you at the end of this term. 

I thank you for your ongoing and continued support, especially through these difficult times. 

Mrs MJ Grabski 
Headteacher 

Christ the King 

Pilate summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world.”   John 18:33, 36 

 
The Kingdom Jesus is talking about is the Kingdom of Heaven.  No matter who we are or what we have done,     
Jesus offers us forgiveness, love, welcome and an invitation to a personal relationship with him.  All we have to do 
is ask Jesus to be the King of our hearts. 
 

Lord Jesus, your Kingdom is a Kingdom of truth and life.  Lord have mercy 
Your Kingdom is a Kingdom of holiness and grace.  Christ have mercy 

Your Kingdom is a Kingdom of justice, love and peace.  Lord have mercy 
 

Dear Jesus, 
I invite you to be the King of my heart. 

Help me to follow your ways and live well in your Kingdom. 
Amen 

 
 

 

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 



MEDWAY CHILD HEALTH PARENT SESSIONS 

There are 2 free parent sessions being offered by      
Medway Child Health in January. 
  
Managing emotional health and wellbeing for parent / 
carers, Thursday 13th January 10am - 11.30am. 
  
Supporting our children's mental health. Wednesday 
19th January 10. 30am - 12pm. 
  
Both sessions will be delivered over zoom. If you would 
like to attend either or both sessions, 
please email childhealth@medway.gov.uk  and you will 
be sent the appropriate links. 
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ATTENDANCE AND SCHOOL ABSENCE 

As a whole school we have achieved 95.24% attendance 
across the term. 

Thank you to all those parents who remember to       
contact the school office on the morning of each day of 
their child's absence. 

If your child is going to be absent from school either 
because of illness or visiting the doctor, dentist or      
hospital please can you call the school absence line  
every day of absence, explaining the reason why. 

If you need to take your child out of school for a      
medical appointment, please let the class teacher and 
office know in advance and provide the school office 
with a copy of your appointment letter.  

Collect FREE donations for our school with all your 
online shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School  Supporters and our 
new supporters, who have helped to raise school 
funds through www.easyfundraising.org.uk and we 
are pleased to inform you that so far we have raised 
£701.59! 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to 
raise much needed funds, to support our curriculum 
and events for the children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 
3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you have 
made your purchase, the retailer will make a donation 
to our school at no extra cost to you.  Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmary

scatholicprimaryschool1/ 

WRAPAROUND CARE 
If you need to book your child for Wraparound Care,  
there are designated email addresses:  
breakfastclub@stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk and  
afterschoolclub@stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk  
where you are able to request a place for your child,    
including: 
 

· Your child’s name and class 
· The days and sessions you require 
 
Breakfast Club is £2.50 per day and After School Club is 
£6.00 per day.  Please make payments via ParentPay in 
advance.   
 
You will receive a confirmation that your child has a 
place.  
 
Please be aware that we cannot guarantee places and 
this varies each week.   
 

M AND M PRODUCTIONS 

On Thursday 18th November, M and M 
Theatrical Productions visited us to  
perform two shows of ‘Sleeping Beauty’ 
to the whole school. The props and        
scenery were wonderful, and the actors did an          
incredible job of abridging the text into an hour long              
performance. The children had a brilliant time; giving 
them the opportunity to watch live theatre which is 
such a valuable experience.  

GARDENING CLUB 

Gardening Club has started well this Autumn. 

So far we have cleared the majority of summer 
planting, leaving red cabbage and leeks to continue 
growing into Autumn. We have planted broad beans 
and garlic and we have sown green manure (rye 
grass) which has already grown well. This will be 
turned into the soil to add nutrients.  

We have also planted daffodil bulbs for a spring     
display and winter flowering pansies in hanging      
decorative pots along the fence. Thank you to our 
children for their time and effort. 

The Gardening Club is also trying to source             
unwanted scaffolding boards to edge the garden 
beds and keep them tidy. If anyone knows of a 
where we could get some free unwanted boards 
please email Mr Speziale via the School Office. 
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

St Mary’s Christmas Lunch is Wednesday 
15th December.   A huge thank you to our 
school cook and the kitchen staff, who 
provide an amazing service and wonderful food for our 
children to enjoy.   

CLASS CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

Class Christmas Parties are 
scheduled for the afternoon of 
Wednesday 15th December.   

 

Our thanks go to the PTA who have donated money for 
prizes and party food.  Children can wear their party 
clothes all day for this occasion.       

CHILDREN IN NEED 

On Friday 19th November St Mary’s          
supported Children in Need. Each class     
decided on their own way to raise money 
with some children choosing to come to 
school wearing pyjamas whilst others have organised 
raffles. The School Learning Councillors have helped to 
organise the event and would like to say a huge thank 
you to everyone for their support and donations. 
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CHRISTMAS NATIVITIES 

The children and staff in Early Years, Key 
Stage One and Years 5 and 6 have all been 
working hard this term in preparation for their   
Christmas Nativities. 

Sadly, as a result of the recent positive COVID-19    
cases in school and following the guidance from    
Public Health England, the Governing Body have 
made the decision to not invite parents into school. 

The children’s Nativities and Year 5 and 6 Carols, will 
be recorded and we look forward to sharing these 
with families at the end of this term.   

I thank you for your ongoing and continued support, 
especially through these difficult times. 

CHILDREN DUE TO START SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2022 

If your child’s 5th birthday is between 1st September 
2022 and 31st August 2023 they will be due to start 
school in September 2022. 

Applications need to be made online via the Medway 
Council website. You will also need to complete a           
Supplementary Information Form (SIF) and hand it into 
school.  

MESSAGES TO CLASS  

If you have any messages that you would like to be sent 
to the class teacher during the school day, e.g. different 
collection arrangements, please email the school office: 
Office@stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk  
if possible before lunch, to ensure that the message is    
received by the class teacher.  

PTA NON-UNIFORM DAY 

On Friday 10th December, the children 
will be able to wear their own clothes, as 
part of a Christmas themed dress down 
day.  All donations will go towards the class       
Christmas parties.  

On behalf of all at St Mary’s we wish you all a very  

Merry Christmas and a  
Happy New Year! 

School closes at 2.00pm with a staggered finish on  
Friday 17th December and re-opens for children on 

Thursday 6th January 2022 

 

FINISH 

  Main Gate Top Gate 

2:00 Reception Pupils Year 6 Pupils 

2:10 Year 1 Pupils Year 2 Pupils 

2:20 Year 3 Pupils Year 4 Pupils 

2:30 Nursery Pupils  Year 5 Pupils 

Siblings are to leave together at the time of latest  
allocated sibling time via their designated gate. 
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