
Newsletter No 2                                                   October 2021 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
It has been a busy and positive start to the year and half term is now upon us! 

We are really pleased that our new children and have settled in so well, with a warm welcome from the rest of 
our St Mary’s family.   

Our Meet the Teacher parent meetings have had excellent attendance and we look forward to inviting to our   
Reading and Maths parent workshops next term.   

We thank you for supporting our home and school partnership. 

 
Mrs MJ Grabski 
Headteacher 

October is the Month of the Rosary  
The word Rosary means “Crown of Roses" 

 

As many will know, the main part of the Rosary is divided into parts or 'mysteries': the Joyful, the Sorrowful, the Glorious, and 
Mysteries of Light. Each of these 'mysteries' is divided into five 'decades' (ten beads), usually following one 'Our Father' and 
ending with 'Glory Be'.  All are taken from sacred scripture and tradition and encompass our main beliefs in who Jesus Christ 
is and what he's done for us. All involve Our Lady, Jesus's mother Mary, in some way or another.  When we pray the Rosary 
we're invited to see Jesus through the eyes of Mary and to be drawn into his divine life.  As Mary was closer to Jesus in his life 
on earth than anyone else she points the way for us and shows us that we, the Church, God's family on earth, are also called 
to be like her eventually in the glory of heaven but also in our lives here on earth. 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph knew about family life first hand; they knew about being displaced (the flight into Egypt soon after 
Jesus's birth); they knew about conflict (when Jesus, as a teenager, was lost and when found by Mary and Joseph, he implied 
that he now had to make his Father's will a priority).  If our family life includes similar tensions and more, we can be sure that 
real help and support is right there in the prayer that is the Rosary. Placing our trust in the Lord, we are sure to find a way 
through what seems humanly impossible. 

 
"To pray the Rosary is to hand over our burdens to the merciful hearts of Christ and his Mother; the Rosary does indeed 

'mark the rhythm of human life', bringing it into harmony with the 'rhythm' of God's own life, the joyful communion of the 
Holy Trinity, our life destiny and deepest longing."                                                                                          St John Paul II 

Joyful 

(Monday /Saturday) 

1. The Annunciation 

2. The Visitation 

3. The Nativity 

4. The Presentation 

5. The Finding of Our Lord 

in the Temple  

Sorrowful  

(Tuesday / Friday) 

1. The Agony in the Garden 

2. The Scourging at the Pillar 

3. The Crowning with Thorns 

4. The Carrying of the Cross 

5. The Crucifixion 

Glorious  

(Sunday / Wednesday) 

1. The Resurrection 

2. The Ascension 

3. The Descent of the Holy Spirit 

4. The Assumption 

5. The Coronation 

  

Luminous 

(Thursday) 

1. The Baptism in the Jordan  

2. The Wedding at Cana  

3. The Proclamation of the  

Kingdom  

4. The Transfiguration  

5. The Institution of the Eucharist 

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 
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COVID-19 

Lateral Flow Testing 

Please continue to ensure that your child is tested twice a week using the Lateral Flow tests.   

If your child receives a positive result from a Lateral Flow test, do not send your child to school, you should seek a 
PCR test as soon as possible and the follow the isolation guidance in the meantime.  Remote learning will be   
available for your child via our Home Learning page on our school website: 
https://stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk/home-learning-2/ 

If your child then receives a negative PCR result, they will be able to return to school. 

 

Positive PCR Test 

If your child tests positive, they should remain at home for at least 10 days from the day after their symptoms  
appeared.  If your child is well enough, remote learning will be available for your child via our Home Learning page 
on our school website: https://stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk/home-learning-2/ 

Other siblings and family in the same household must also seek a PCR test, as identified close contacts, and we 
ask that you do not send siblings of a child who has tested positive into school until a negative PCR test has been 
confirmed. 

 

What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID-19 

Should your child develop symptoms, they will need a PCR test as soon as possible and achieve a negative test 
result before returning to school.   

Anyone in the same household with symptoms should seek a PCR test and this can be arranged via 
https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by calling 119.   

 

Symptoms 

The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of: 

• a new continuous cough 

• a high temperature 

• a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

If your child or anyone in the household does develop symptoms, you can seek advice from NHS 111 at 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/ or by phoning 

111. 

 

How to stop COVID-19 spreading 

There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with COVID-19 

Do 

• wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds 

• use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 

• wash your hands as soon as you get home 

• cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze 

put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards 

If further cases of coronavirus are confirmed, the school will work with Public Health England’s local health       

protection team to ensure the appropriate actions are taken.   

In the meantime, we will continue to review our risk assessment and adhere to the protective measures in place 

at school.  

Thank you for continuing to support our school to remain a safe place. 
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Black History Month 2021 has launched its theme for 
this year: ‘Proud To Be’.  

With the hope of inspiring and sharing pride in heritage 
and culture, during half-term we are inviting all        
children to write about why they are proud to be them 
– in their own words, sharing their stories and            
experiences.  

By asking children to share what they are ‘Proud To Be’, 
we can share both individual stories and the vast      
richness of diversity we have in St Mary’s.  

Here are some ideas you may want to use:  

• What makes you proud to be you? Why? 
• Do you have a family member you are proud of? 

If so, why? 
• Do you have a recipe that you enjoy making/ 

eating that makes you proud to be from that   
culture/ country? Why?  

The children can give their written work to their class 
teacher and we look forward to sharing these in school. 

Miss Godley, History Lead 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 

On Friday 22nd October the school 
will be celebrating our  

Harvest Festival. 

We would be very grateful if the  
children could bring in some tins or dried food 
such as rice and pasta. These will go to the 
‘Gillingham Street Angels’, a local charity helping 
those in need. 

We thank you for your generosity which will help 
to feed those in need.  

CAFOD  

Thank you so much for your generosity 
in helping us to raise funds for CAFOD 
‘Go Green’, to support Amazon         
communities protecting the rainforest.  We raised 
£256.85! 

The funds support people who do not have access to 
basic medicine or water for handwashing, and also 
to help with food supply, when parents become ill.  

A huge thank you for helping to make a difference! 
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We are so delighted that we have recently been 

awarded the Early Years Quality Mark, which is in 

recognition of the high standard of quality Early 

Years education that we provide at St Mary’s. 

A huge thank you to all our staff for their dedicated 
hard work, always striving to achieve excellent     
outcomes for all our pupils. Congratulations to all! 

After half-term, we look 
forward to welcoming 
Mrs Hunt to St Mary’s, 

who will be our new Business Manager.   

We are also very pleased to welcome back  

Mrs Shepherd, who will be returning to St Mary’s as 
our Clerical Officer. 

APPLYING FOR A SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACE IN        
SEPTEMBER 2022 

You need to apply for a Secondary School Place if 
your child was born between 1 September 2010 and 
31  August 2011.   

The deadline for Secondary School applications is 
5pm Sunday 31st October 2021. 

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 

We will be celebrating Anti-Bullying Week 
this year between 15th-19th November. The 
Anti-Bullying Alliance have set the theme for 

the week of 'One Kind Word'.  

During the week the children will be having assemblies 
about Anti-Bullying as well as having discussions and     
taking part in activities in class around the theme. The 
children will be encouraged to think about how little acts 
of kindness can break down barriers and brighten the 
lives of the people around us.  

In order to celebrate the fact that we are all 
different and unique, we would like to invite all 
pupils to wear odd socks on Monday 15th     
November. 

TELEPHONE PARENTS’ CONSULTATIONS 

There will be an opportunity for you to discuss 
your child’s progress with their teacher and to 

see how they have settled into their new class.   

This will be scheduled for the week beginning  

8th November, as a telephone appointment.     

Appointment times to follow during the first week after 
half-term. 



STAGGERED START AND FINISH 

Thank you for supporting our arrangements for the       
beginning and end of the day, as this has helped to   
facilitate a safe and seamless transition.  Please note 
that the school gates will close at 9.00am and all    
children are required to be in school by this time.  
When collecting your child at the end of the day, 
please continue to line up socially distanced, in    
keeping with our protective measures. 

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY PTA  

Thank you to our wonderful St. Mary’s Catholic         

Primary School PTA, for their fantastic fundraising 

efforts and hard work behind the scenes, in support of 

our school. We thank them all for their huge            

commitment and we are very grateful to them for  

taking on their challenging roles. 

If you are interested in supporting the PTA, you are 

invited to attend the Annual General Meeting in 

school on Wednesday 3rd November at 2pm. 

Should you wish to know more about the PTA or you 

have some ideas that you wish to share, please           

contact our Chair, Amy Healey:  

heala062@stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk 
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PARENT WORKSHOPS 

We would like to invite you to the following parent workshops:  

 

Please select the workshops appropriate to your child’s year group 

 

Years 5 & 6 Maths Parent Workshop: Tuesday 2nd November 8.30am 

 

Years 1 & 2 Reading Parent Workshop: Tuesday 9th November 8.30am 

 

Years 3 & 4 Maths Parent Workshop: Tuesday 16th November 8.30am 

 

Years 5 & 6 Reading Parent Workshop: Tuesday 23rd November 8.30am 

 

Years 1 & 2 Maths Parent Workshop: Tuesday 30th November 8.30am 

 

Years 3 & 4 Reading Parent Workshop: Tuesday 7th December 8.30am 

  

The workshops are designed to give you an insight into the curriculum expectations for your child’s year group 
and also give you some useful strategies, to enable you to best support your child at home as well.   

The workshops will be delivered in school and if you wish to attend, you will need to please confirm your 
attendance in advance of each workshop with the school office either by phone/email, confirming your child’s 
name and year group.   

Collect FREE donations for our school with all your 
online shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School  Supporters and our 
new supporters, who have helped to raise school 
funds through www.easyfundraising.org.uk and we 
are pleased to inform you that so far we have 
raised an amazing £693.11! 

CHILDREN DUE TO START SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 
2022 

If your child’s 5th birthday is between 1st September 
2022 and 31st August 2023 they will be due to start 
school in September 2022. 

Applications need to be made online via the Medway 
Council website. You will also need to complete a   
Supplementary Information Form (SIF) and hand it into 
school.  

Visits and tours of our school are scheduled for the 
following dates at 9.15am: 

20th October; 10th November and 24th November 

Number of visitors will be capped for each tour. Please 
contact the school office if you would like to book a 
place.  
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MACMILLAN BAKING WEEK 

Thank you to everyone who donated 
money during Macmillan Baking 
Week. The children had great fun 

making and eating their sweet treats, we hope you got 
to taste them too. 

St Mary's raised a total of £233.31!         

#HELLOYELLOW WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY 

The children looked great in their yellow clothes for 
World Mental Health Day and enjoyed assemblies and 
class activities linked to the theme. Thank you to       
everyone who made a donation 
to Young Minds. We raised a 
total of £291.92! 

YOGA & MINDFULNESS 

After half-term, we look forward to starting our new 
Yoga and Mindfulness sessions with Year 5 and Year 6, 
and after the Christmas break, with Year 3 and 4. 

These sessions will help to promote good mental and 
physical health. The children will be bringing home     
resources to share with you so they will be able to tell 
you about everything they have been learning about.  

ATTENDANCE AND SCHOOL ABSENCE 

As a whole school we have achieved 95.96%            
attendance across the term. 

Thank you to all those parents who remember to       
contact the school office on the morning of each day 
of their child's absence. 

If your child is going to be absent from school either 
because of illness or visiting the doctor, dentist or      
hospital please can you call the school absence line 
every day of absence, explaining the reason why. 

If you need to take your child out of school for a      
medical appointment, please let the class teacher and 
office know in advance and provide the school office 
with a copy of your appointment letter.  

SCHOOL HEALTH 

There has been a change in the referral process for 
school health pathways. If you have a concern which 
would require referral to the School Nurse or               
Paediatrician, we now have to wait until our termly 
meeting with MCH where we can discuss a maximum of 
6 children and only then, if the school nurse is in     
agreement, a referral can be made on your behalf.  This 
means that referral waiting times have increased. 
Please remember that if your child is 7 years old or   
under, you still have access to your Health Visitor and 
should make contact with them in the first instance. 

VIKING WORKSHOP 

Year 5 had a great time meeting a Viking as part of an 
online, interactive workshop. They learnt more about 
what life was like for Vikings, saw some artefacts and 
got to ask lots of interesting questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They also got to join in with a real Viking war cry!  

                                   

Morrisons is running a scheme called ‘It’s 
Good to Grow’ where you can register 
and collect tokens for every £10.00 
spent at Morrisons. The tokens can be 

used by the school for seeds and gardening          
equipment.  So if you happen to be in Morrisons, 
please don’t forget to collect your tokens.  

https://www.itsgoodtogrow.co.uk/  

WRAPAROUND CARE 

If you need to book your child for Wraparound Care, 
please make payments via ParentPay and also ensure 
that you email to confirm your child’s name and 
which days and sessions you  require.  

 

To book a morning session email:  

breakfastclub@stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk 

To book an afternoon session email:  

afterschoolclub@stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk 

HALF TERM 

Please remember that the children break up at the 
normal time on Friday 22nd October  

and return to school on Monday 1st November.  
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