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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to school!   

It has been wonderful to welcome your children back to school and so lovely to see the children so engaged in 
their learning, enjoying their time at school. 

I would like to welcome our new families who have joined us at St Mary’s, in the Nursery and Reception classes.  
It has been a pleasure to see the children settling in so well. 

This term, I am very pleased to welcome new staff to St Mary’s: Miss Giberson teaching in  Year 1, Miss Heath 
teaching in Year 3, Miss Morris teaching in Year 5, Mr Francis our Sports Assistant and Miss Dengate our Forest 
School and Outdoor Leader. 

We are continuing to implement the protective measures in place at school, including the staggered starts/
finishes and for using either the Church/Council car parks, as this continues to significantly reduced the             
congestion in Greenfield Road, making it much safer for everyone.   

We will continue to review our risk assessments, policies and procedures so please be aware that all 
arrangements are subject to change. Our priority is the safety and wellbeing of the pupils and staff and we will 
keep you fully updated. 
If you have any queries or concerns, simply let the office staff know that you would like a telephone appointment 
and we will arrange this for a mutually convenient time. 

I would like to thank all our staff and Governors for all their hard work, who work tirelessly to provide an          
excellent education for our wonderful pupils and I thank you all for your continued support.  

We look forward to a successful and healthy new school year. 

Mrs MJ Grabski 

Headteacher 

A fruit tree may be teeming with blossoms, 

But if it doesn’t produce fruit it is barren. 

A lamp may be studded with diamonds, 

But if it doesn’t give light it is worthless. 

And a faith that doesn’t result in good works is dead. 

The fruit of prayer is faith. 

The fruit of faith is love. 

The fruit of love is service. 

And the fruit of service is peace. 

 

 

Lord Jesus, 

We don’t know all that this year holds, but you do. 

Help us with our schoolwork and our friendships. 

Help us remember that you are with us in the good times and the bad. 

Amen 

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 
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COVID-19 

Lateral Flow Testing 

Please continue to ensure that your child is tested twice a week using the Lateral Flow tests.   

If your child receives a positive result from a Lateral Flow test, do not send your child to school, you should seek a 
PCR test as soon as possible and the follow the isolation guidance in the meantime.  Remote learning will be   
available for your child via our Home Learning page on our school website: https://stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk/
home-learning-2/ 

If your child then receives a negative PCR result, they will be able to return to school. 

 

Positive PCR Test 

If your child tests positive, they should remain at home for at least 10 days from the day after their symptoms  
appeared.  If your child is well enough, remote learning will be available for your child via our Home Learning page 
on our school website: https://stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk/home-learning-2/ 

Other siblings and family in the same household must also seek a PCR test, as identified close contacts, and we ask 
that you do not send siblings of a child who has tested positive into school until a negative PCR test has been 
confirmed. 

 

What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID-19 

Should your child develop symptoms, they will need a PCR test as soon as possible and achieve a negative test 
result before returning to school.   

Anyone in the same household with symptoms should seek a PCR test and this can be arranged via 
https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by calling 119.   

 

Symptoms 

The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of: 

• a new continuous cough 

• a high temperature 

• a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

If your child or anyone in the household does develop symptoms, you can seek advice from NHS 111 at 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/ or by phoning 

111. 

 

How to stop COVID-19 spreading 

There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with COVID-19 

Do 

• wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds 

• use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 

• wash your hands as soon as you get home 

• cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze 

put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards 

If further cases of coronavirus are confirmed, the school will work with Public Health England’s local health       

protection team to ensure the appropriate actions are taken.   

In the meantime, we will continue to review our risk assessment and adhere to the protective measures in place 

at school.  

Thank you for continuing to support our school to remain a safe place. 

https://stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk/home-learning-2/
https://stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk/home-learning-2/
https://stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk/home-learning-2/
https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test%20or%20by%20calling%20119
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/


 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
This week each class has been 
baking to support Macmillan 
baking delicious buns, cookies, 
scones, muffins and lots more! 

There has been a wonderful aroma around the 
school and thank you all for your generosity and 
donations, in support of this charity. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

The children looked very smart in their school 
uniforms this week.  We expect children to take pride 
in their uniform so please could you make sure that 
the children are wearing the correct cardigans and 
sweatshirts that display the school logo.  Please ensure 
all items of clothing are labelled to avoid any 
confusion.  Summer uniform can be worn until half 
term. 

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL 

If your child is going to be absent from school either      
because of illness or visiting the doctor, dentist or 
hospital please can you call the school absence line 
every day of absence, explaining the reason why. 

If you need to take your child out of school for a 
medical appointment, please let the class teacher and 
office know in advance and provide the school office 
with a copy of your appointment letter.  

MEET THE TEACHER 
We value the relationship between home and school 
and a strengthening of this is provided by a meeting at 
the beginning of the academic year to meet your child’s 
new class teacher.  We thank you for engaging with 
these meetings and hope that the teacher presentations 
provided you with the key information, as your child 
settles in to their new class. 

CAFOD 

This year we will be supporting 
CAFOD in our Harvest                 
Celebration.  We will be collecting money for the 
CAFOD ‘Go Green’,  to support Amazon communities 
protecting the rainforest.  Funds support people who 
do not have access to basic medicine or water for 
handwashing, and also to help with food supply, when 
parents become ill.  

At this time it is important to help our global family as 
much as possible and make a difference where we can. 

The children will be bringing home their CAFOD         
envelopes and asked to donate any spare money they 
have … every little bit does make a huge difference.  

Thank you in advance for your constant generosity in 
helping others less fortunate. 
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MENTAL HEALTH 

Yoga & Mindfulness sessions 

I am delighted to announce that this year, every   
pupil will take part in a six-week block of active well-
being sessions. These sessions will be creative and 
fun and will focus on personal, emotional, social and 
physical development. They are designed to            
incorporate stories, props, music and movement 
and aim to improve the children's concentration,          
confidence and emotional wellbeing. Each session 
will last for approximately 30 minutes. The children 
will be bringing home resources each week to share 
with you and so they can continue to practise some 
of the techniques at home.  

Year 5 and 6 will be the first to benefit from the    
sessions starting in Autumn Term 2. 

WRAPAROUND CARE 

If you need to book your child for Wraparound Care, 
please make payments via ParentPay and also ensure 
that you email to confirm your child’s name and 
which days and sessions you  require.  

To book a morning session email:  
breakfastclub@stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk 
To book an afternoon session email:  
afterschoolclub@stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk 

COFFEE CLUB 

At last, Coffee Club is back! 

Once every term we will be       
inviting all parents to attend a 
coffee morning where you can 
have a warm welcome, a cup of tea or coffee and 
piece of toast along with the opportunity to meet up 
with   other parents and key members of our school 
team. 

Each session will have a theme.  The first one will 
be Supporting your Child's Mental Health. There will 
be a short presentation and support materials     
available linked to each theme. The times and dates 
of these sessions will be sent out via ParentMail 
along with information concerning how we will      
implement covid safe procedures for these events.    
Advanced booking will be necessary. 

YEAR 6 RESIDENTIAL TRIP 2022 

We are currently in the process of finalising plans for 
our Year 6 Residential Trip at the end of this academic 
year.  We will be in touch with Year 6 parents soon, 
with further information and details. 

mailto:breakfastclub@stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk
mailto:afterschoolclub@stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk


TELEPHONE PARENTS’ CONSULTATIONS 

There will be an opportunity for you to discuss 
your child’s progress with their teacher and to 

see how they have settled into their new class.   

This will be scheduled for the week beginning  

8th November, as a telephone appointment.     

Appointment times to follow. 

Collect FREE donations for our school with all your 
online shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School supporters and our 
NEW supporters, who have helped to raise school 
funds through www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am 
pleased to inform you that so far we have raised 
£687.95! 

Please continue to support the pupils at St Mary’s      
Catholic Primary School, by raising much needed 
funds to support our curriculum and events for the 
children, throughout the year.   

All you need to do is register with                                  
www. easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of 
the 3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you have 
made your purchase, the retailer will make a            
donation to our school at no extra cost to you.  

Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/ 

FREE ONLINE LEVEL 2 ACCREDITED COURSES  

Due to Government Funding in the Adult Education 
Budget, there are several Free online Level 2 Accredited 
Courses available to parents to help better understand 
some key issues around young people's mental health 
and wellbeing.  

Here are some of the most popular subjects available: 

• Children and Young Peoples Mental 
Health (Understand factors which may affect Young 
Peoples mental health, the impact that they have and 
how to support them with these issues) 

• Understanding Autism (learn how individuals      
process sensory information, understand characteristics, 
conditions, and how speech, language and                  
communication differ in people with Autism) 

• Understanding Behaviour That Challenges in      
Children (supporting positive behaviour, effective             
communication & how to manage challenging              
behaviour) 

• Bullying in Children and Young People (develop 
your understanding of bullying, including how to        
recognise that bullying is taking place and how to take 
action to stop it) 

If you are interested in undertaking one of these free 
online courses, then please complete the following link 
asap. You will then be contacted and sent the relevant 
Enrolment details. 

To express an interest follow this link: Enrolment 
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START 

  Main Gate Top Gate 

8.30 Nursery Pupils Year 6 Pupils 

8.40 Year 1 Pupils Year 2 Pupils 

8.50 Year 3 Pupils Year 4 Pupils 

9.00 Reception Pupils Year 5 Pupils 

Siblings are to arrive together at the time of       
earliest allocated sibling time via their designated 

gate. 

FINISH 

  Main Gate Top Gate 

3.00 Year 6 Pupils   

3.05 Year 1 Pupils Year 2 Pupils 

3.10 Reception Pupils   

3.20 Year 3 Pupils Year 4 Pupils 

3.30 Nursery Pupils Year 5 Pupils 

Siblings are to leave together at the time of latest 
allocated sibling time via their designated gate. 

STAGGERED START AND FINISH 

Thank you for supporting our arrangements for the       
beginning and end of the day, as this has helped to   
facilitate a safe and seamless transition.   

Please note that the school gates will close at 9.00am 
and all children are required to be in school by this 
time. 

Morrisons is running a scheme called ‘It’s 
Good to Grow’ where you can register 
and collect tokens for every £10.00 spent 
at Morrisons. The tokens can be used by 

the school for seeds and gardening equipment.  So if 
you happen to be in Morrisons, please don’t forget to 
collect your tokens.  

https://www.itsgoodtogrow.co.uk/  

FAREWELL We are sad to say goodbye to our Clerical 
Officer, Miss Hands this term, as she successfully moves 
to a different position in London.  On behalf of all at St 
Mary’s, we thank her for all her hard work and         
commitment to our school and wish her every success. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://formstack.io/TyZSZjXRWndR4L6rW7HXEpqpL8_drGsA9XWS0F15Xgj56D1utKVODIduJM61p1nh1QejLNpD2nhvz1_owL-RrQ
https://www.itsgoodtogrow.co.uk/


WALK ON WEDNESDAY  

This week (W/C 20th) we have started 
our Walk on Wednesday scheme 
again. This is where families are      
encouraged to walk, scoot, ride or park and stride to 
school each Wednesday.  Children receive a sticker in a 
special booklet for each Wednesday they manage to 
travel to school in a greener way.  The KM team give out 
many great prizes to individual classes and to the whole 
school so those extra few walkers could make a        
difference.  

Thank you to those members of the Eco council who help 
their teachers with collecting the data each week.  

Mrs Reddin-Tasker 
Eco Schools Leader 

CHILDREN DUE TO START SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 
2022 

If your child’s 5th birthday is between 1st 
September 2022 and 31st August 2023 they will be 
due to start school in September 2022. 

Applications need to be made online via the 
Medway Council website. You will also need to 
complete a supplementary form and hand it into 
school.  

Visits and tours of our school are scheduled for the 
following dates at 9.15am: 

20th October; 10th November and 24th November 

Number of visitors will be capped for each tour. 
Please contact the school office if you would like to 
book a place.  

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 

The school photographer will be taking individual photos 
of  pupils in school on Wednesday 6th October.  

Please make sure your child is in the correct school     
uniform on that day.   

The week of the 20th             
September was national      
Recycling week. This gives us 
all a chance to think further 

about what we can do to reduce, reuse and recycle 
in our everyday lives. Go to https://wrap.org.uk/
taking-action/citizen-behaviour-change/recycle-
now/recycle-week# for further inspiration. See 
what your family can do today to reduce, reuse and     
recycle more today.  
 
Look out for ideas from our newly elected eco 
council members for top tips on recycling in our 
next newsletter. One of my top tips is to replace 
plastic coverings for sandwiches with foil which can 
be recycled by most councils (you need to ball it up 
into a size of a tennis ball before you put it in your 
recycling bin) or to use a cloth or beeswax reusable 
cover to save having to throw anything away.  
Keep up the great recycling!  
 
Mrs Reddin-Tasker  

Eco Schools Leader 
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EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES 

On Sunday 26th September it is 
The European Day of Languages. 
St Mary’s are commemorating 
this event on Friday 24th September by celebrating 
the wonderful diverse culture within our school 
community on, not just a European, but an            
international level, with our children dressed in     
international costumes or traditional dress of their 
choice.   

Mrs Bucklee 

Modern Foreign Languages Lead  

We are 
very 
pleased to 

welcome Miss Dengate 
to St Mary’s as our Forest 
School and Outdoor  
Learning Leader.   

All children across the school (Nursery - Year 6) will be 
timetabled to participate in Forest School throughout 
each term.  This is a wonderful and enriching cross-
curricular experience for the children and has a very 
positive impact on pupil wellbeing. 

You will have received more details and information 
about this separately. 

 

https://wrap.org.uk/taking-action/citizen-behaviour-change/recycle-now/recycle-week
https://wrap.org.uk/taking-action/citizen-behaviour-change/recycle-now/recycle-week
https://wrap.org.uk/taking-action/citizen-behaviour-change/recycle-now/recycle-week
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SCHOOL TERM DATES 

SEPTEMBER 2021 - JULY 2022  

Two additional INSET days to be confirmed. 

Please remember that holidays at the start of the academic year are not authorised. 

Term 1 INSET Wednesday 1st September 2021 

  Start Thursday 2nd September 2021 

  Finish Friday 22nd October 2021 

      

Autumn Break   Monday 25th October to Friday 29th October 2021 

      

Term 2 Start Monday 1st November 2021 

  Finish Friday 17th December 2021 

      

Christmas Break   Monday 20th December 2021 to Monday 3rd January 2022 

      

  INSET Tuesday 4th January 2022 

  INSET Wednesday 5th January 2022 

Term 3 Start Thursday 6th January 2022 

  Finish Friday 11th February 2022 

      

February Break   Monday 14th February to Friday 18th February 2022 

      

Term 4 Start Monday 21st February 2022 

  Finish Friday 1st April 2022 

      

Spring Break   Monday 4th April to Friday 15th April 2022 

Good Friday   Friday 15th April 2022 

Easter Monday   Monday 18th April 2022 

      

Term 5 Start Tuesday 19th April 2022 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 2nd May 2022 

  Finish Friday 27th May 2022 

      

May Break   Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June 2022 

May Bank Holiday   Thursday 2nd June 2022 

Platinum Jubilee   Friday 3rd June 2022 

      

  INSET Monday 6th June 2022 

Term 6 Start Tuesday 7th June 2022 

  Finish Friday 22nd July 2022 

      

Term 1 Start September 2022 


