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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I am extremely proud of how hard all the children continue to work, especially in the transition to their new year 
groups and secondary schools. 

 

You can continue to keep up to date with key messages/events throughout the term, by following our 
school official Twitter account @stmarysrcp_1894.  

Also, keep checking our newsletters and website: www.stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk for upcoming events, where 
additional up-to-date information can also be found.    

May I take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs Maureen Grabski 

Headteacher  

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 

Faith 

A man came to a river while on a journey across the country.  While he was attempting to cross the river, the     
current swept him off his feet and to his horror, he found himself being carried down river.  Unable to swim, all he 
could do was cry out for help.  Luckily for him, an alert passer-by heard his cries and threw a lifebelt to him.  He 
grabbed the lifebelt and held on with both hands until he was pulled ashore.  There he quickly recovered from the 
shock.  Then he put the lifebelt back in its place on the riverbank, and resumed his journey. 

 

For some people, faith is like a lifebelt—useful in a crisis situation but otherwise irrelevant.  But for other people, 
faith, in the sense of reliance on God, is the air they breathe, the bread they eat, the path they walk.  

 

A short prayer written by a French sailor: ‘Lord my boat is small and the ocean is great.’  It’s so short that some 
have difficulty in believing it is a prayer at all.  Not only is it a prayer; it is a great prayer.  What makes it so great is 
not what it says by what it implies.  What does it imply? 

 

It shows that the sailor was keenly aware of his own limitations.  This is conveyed in the words ‘my boat is small’ 
and he clearly recognised the greatness of the task ahead of him.  This implied in the words ‘the ocean is great’.  
He knew he needed God’s help, and asked for it humbly and trustingly. 

 

 

Lord, my boat is small, the ocean great. 

http://www.stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk
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END OF YEAR REPORTS 

You will receive your child’s report on 8th July, which 
includes the children’s own self-review reflecting on 
their achievements this year.    

ATTENDANCE 

Whole school attendance is 97.29%.  

Please remember that we do expect pupils to achieve 
96% attendance across the academic year. When a   
pupil's attendance begins to drop below the expected 
96%, we will monitor this closely. If we continue to be 
concerned, then we will contact parents by phone or 
send a letter home.  

If you are experiencing any difficulties with your child's 
attendance, please get in touch and we can discuss 
ways to support your family. 

Mrs Dumbrell, Home School Support Worker 

CLASS TRANSITION SEPTEMBER 2021 

Year 1 HOLLY pupils will be joining Mrs Hunt 

Year 1 WILLOW pupils will be joining Miss Yeates 

Year 2 BEECH pupils will be joining Miss Heath 

Year 2 CHERRY pupils will be joining Mr Hogan 

Year 3 YEW pupils will be joining Mr Speziale 

Year 3 MAPLE pupils will be joining Miss Brown 

Year 4 JUNIPER pupils will be joining Miss Morris 

Year 4 POPLAR pupils will be joining Miss Johnson 

Year 5 PINE pupils will be joining Miss Staunton 

Year 5 BIRCH pupils will be joining Mrs Pollard 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

If you think your child may be eligible for free school 
meals, please contact the Home School Support Worker 
(Sophie Dumbrell) via the school office and we can   
support you with an application with Medway Council. 

YEAR CLASS TEACHER 2021-22 

NURSERY AM/PM Miss Blake 

YEAR R ELM Mrs Plummer 

YEAR R ASH Miss Godley 

YEAR 1 HOLLY Miss Moore 

YEAR 1 WILLOW Miss Giberson 

YEAR 2 BEECH Mrs Hunt 

YEAR 2 CHERRY Miss Yeates 

YEAR 3 YEW Mr Hogan 

YEAR 3 MAPLE Miss Heath 

YEAR 4 JUNIPER Mr Speziale 

YEAR 4 POPLAR Miss Brown 

YEAR 5 PINE Miss Morris 

YEAR 5 BIRCH Miss Johnson 

YEAR 6 OAK Miss Staunton 

YEAR 6 CEDAR Mrs Pollard 

MY MONEY WEEK 

From 14th-18th June, all 
children across the school 
have been participating in 

My Money Week. This is a national activity week that 
provides a fantastic opportunity for children to gain 
skills, knowledge and confidence in real life money 
matters. 

In Nursery, children have loved playing shop and 
counting in pennies. In Reception, children have         
enjoyed looking at different coins, finding them on a 
treasure hunt and ordering them from lowest to      
highest.  

Year 1 children have been busy identifying different 
coins and have enjoyed making their own money jars to 
save for the things they want.  In Year 2, children have 
had fun working practically to solve addition and        
subtraction money problems using coins.  

Children in Year 3 have been busy sharing ideas about 
fundraising and looking at the links between money and 
jobs.  

In Year 4, children have been reading stories with       
everyday money problems whilst Year 5 have been    
debating about their 'needs' and 'wants'.  

In Year 6, children have been learning about different 
bank accounts and bank cards. They have also been  
exploring their future aspirations. 

It has been an incredibly busy week with lots of fun and 
learning taking place.  

Miss Staunton, Maths Lead 

WELCOME 

In September, we look forward to welcoming new 
teachers to our existing team: 

Miss Giberson who will be teaching in Year 1,        
Miss Heath  who will be teaching in Year 3 and       
Miss Morris who will be teaching in Year 5.  



YEAR 6 LEAVERS’ END OF TERM DISCO 

Advance notice 

The PTA will be organising an outdoor    
Year 6 Leavers’ disco on 21st July 5—6.30pm. 

Please let the PTA know in advance, if your child will 
be attending this event. 
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SPORTS DAY 2021 

Due to the restrictions this year and in line with our 
school safety measures, we are unable to plan our 
usual Sports Day where we would normally invite 
parents.  This year, we will be holding an Early Years, 
KS1 and KS2 sports day for children on the following 
dates: 

Early Years: 13th July (am & pm) 

Key Stage One: 14th July (am) 

Key Stage Two: 15th July (am)  

Please ensure that your child 
has appropriate sun protection for this event. 

FREE SUMMER ACTIVITIES 

Medway Youth Service’s Summer Programme is now 
available on their website. They are planning ‘Summer 
Dayz’ park based activities, where young people aged 8+ 
can join in with a range of multi-sports, games, arts and 
crafts and other activities. Please use the link below for 
more information and to book a session. 

https://www.medway.gov.uk/youthsummeractivities 

 

COLLECT FREE DONATIONS FOR OUR SCHOOL WITH ALL 
YOUR ONLINE SHOPPING! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School  supporters and our new 
supporters, who have helped to raise school funds 
through www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am pleased to 
inform you that so far we have raised an amazing 
£670.45. 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to raise 
much needed funds, to support our curriculum and 
events for the children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 
3,000 retailers to start shopping.   

After you have made your purchase, the retailer will make 
a donation to our school at no extra cost to you.   

Thank you! 

 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscat

holicprimaryschool1/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We all know we are trying our best to reduce plastic 
use and the children at St. Mary’s are very               
enthusiastic about doing their best to help the      
environment. Did you know Sainsbury’s is now able 
to recycle  flexible plastics at its bigger stores? 
https://about.sainsburys.co.uk/sustainability/plan-
for-better/our-stories/2021/flexible-plastics  They 
will accept cereal bags, cheese wrap, salad bags, 
flower wrap, toilet roll and kitchen roll wrapping, pet 
and baby pouches, multipack film wrap, fruit and 
vegetable wrapping, frozen food bags and lots more. 
They need to be clean.  The nearest ones to           
Gillingham are at Hempstead Valley and 
Sittingbourne.  It’s also available in Whitstable, Herne 
Bay, Faversham and Canterbury.  
 Mrs Reddin-Tasker, Eco Council Lead 

WALK ON WEDNESDAY  

A big well done to Willow Class in 
KS1 and Poplar Class in KS2 for 
having the highest percentage of 

walkers over Summer term 1. The most improved classes 
were Willow in KS1 and Juniper in KS2.  

Keep up the great walking (scooting, riding, park and then 
walking). The KM team give out many great prizes to     
individual classes so those extra few walkers could make a 
difference. Thank you to those members of the Eco council 
who help their teachers with collecting the data each 
week.  

Mrs Reddin-Tasker, Eco Lead 

END OF TERM 

School closes at 2pm on THURSDAY 22nd JULY 2021 

 

https://www.medway.gov.uk/youthsummeractivities
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://about.sainsburys.co.uk/sustainability/plan-for-better/our-stories/2021/flexible-plastics
https://about.sainsburys.co.uk/sustainability/plan-for-better/our-stories/2021/flexible-plastics


SCHOOL TERM DATES 

SEPTEMBER 2021-JULY 2022 

Please remember that holidays at the start of the academic year are not authorised. 

An additional INSET day to be confirmed. 

Term 1 INSET Wednesday 1st September 2021 

  Start Thursday 2nd September 2021 

  Finish Friday 22nd October 2021 

      

Autumn Break   Monday 25th October to Friday 29th October 2021 

      

Term 2 Start Monday 1st November 2021 

  Finish Friday 17th December 2021 

      

Christmas Break   Monday 20th December 2021 to Monday 3rd January 2022 

      

  INSET Tuesday 4th January 2022 

  INSET Wednesday 5th January 2022 

Term 3 Start Thursday 6th January 2022 

  Finish Friday 11th February 2022 

      

February Break   Monday 14th February to Friday 18th February 2022 

      

Term 4 Start Monday 21st February 2022 

  Finish Friday 1st April 2022 

      

Spring Break   Monday 4th April to Friday 15th April 2022 

Good Friday   Friday 15th April 2022 

Easter Monday   Monday 18th April 2022 

      

Term 5 Start Tuesday 19th April 2022 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 2nd May 2022 

  Finish Friday 27th May 2022 

      

May Break   Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June 2022 

May Bank Holiday   Thursday 2nd June 2022 

Platinum Jubilee   Friday 3rd June 2022 

      

  INSET Monday 6th June 2022 

Term 6 Start Tuesday 7th June 2022 

  Finish Friday 22nd July 2022 

      

Term 1 Start September 2022 


