
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Reading Newsletter Summer Term 1 

    It is what you read when you don't have to, that determines what you will be when you 
can't help it. Oscar Wilde 

This has been a busy, exciting half term for Reading at St Mary’s with Pyjamarama, our second-hand book 
sale and Accelerated Reader up and running. In this edition, read some book recommendations, find    

information about our Book Fair and discover our winning classes for this term’s competitions. Mrs Bennett 

 

 

The introduction of Accelerated Reader has certainly created a buzz around reading in the school.      
Many children in KS2 and some in Year 2 have been excited about taking quizzes on the books they have 
read. The competition this half term was to be the first class with all children passing a quiz. I am pleased 

to announce that the winning class was Maple with Birch class coming a close second. Well done! 

On Friday 14th May, children at St Mary’s joined in 
with Pyjamarama to raise funds for BookTrust. 
Children enjoyed spending the day in their PJs and 
some classes snuggled up to enjoy a story before 
home time. Thanks to the generous donations of 
our families, we raised £234 for this worthy cause. 

 
 

Book Fair 

We are excited to announce that we will be hosting a Book Fair with Travelling Books in the week         
beginning 14th June. This is always an exciting event with children able to purchase new books and also 

earn the school some free books too. Like the previous one in the Autumn, this will be held during school 
time with parents unable to attend in person although you will be able to order online. There will be 

more details nearer the time so please keep checking ParentMail.  

Reading Eggs Winners 

The winning classes this half term:  

 

 

Congratulations!  
Which class will win next month?  

 
 
 

Remember there is a wide range of reading games 
and activities, including an online library on    

Reading Eggs and Reading Eggspress. 

 March April 

EYFS/ KS1 Holly Holly 

KS2 Maple Juniper 

Register for free at www.oxfordowl.co.uk to     ac-
cess a range of eBooks, including some 
from reading schemes we use at 
school. There are also free activities for 
a range of  topics that you can access, 
too! 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/


Medway Libraries  

Encyclopaedia Britannica free with your Medway Libraries Card 
  
All Medway Libraries' members have free online access to a wide range of encyclopaedias and reference 
works. Encyclopaedia Britannica Junior is for 5 to 11 year olds, and is designed to help with homework, 
projects and general interest. To access these resources, click here. To view a short video on using       
Encyclopaedia Britannica Junior, click here. 

Year 6: Letters from the Lighthouse by Emma Carroll 
• Thursday 27th May, 4-5pm. 
Please email emily.maycock@medway.gov.uk to book.  
To sign up for a free library card, click here.  

Please Enter! National Book Tokens Competition 

‘Our big prize draw is back, giving you the chance 

to win £5,000/€5,000 of National Book To-

kens for your school's library – and if your entry is 

picked, you'll also get £100/€120 of National 

Book Tokens to spend on yourself! ‘ 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools  

Reading Books and Reading at Home 

- Remember to read at home daily. 
- Read out loud to an adult regularly, no 
matter how old you are! 
- Talk about the books you are reading. 
- Record reading in your Reading Record. 

Parents should sign and comment regularly. 
- Bring your books and Reading Record to school 
every day. 

Second Hand Book Sale 
Thank you to everybody who took part in our second-hand book sale. Lots of    
children took home some great books and we raised a fantastic £175 for the 
school library. 
There are still some books remaining which are on sale every day in the library 
during class library sessions. These start from as little as 20p and can be purchased 
alongside other items from Mrs Howlett’s library shop.  

Book Competitions 

To be in with a chance of winning 
some free books, visit these websites 
to enter various competitions.  

Good luck! 

https://www.worldbookday.com/play-

and-win/competitions/ 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/

have-some-fun/competitions/ 

https://caboodle.nationalbooktokens.com/

competitions 

https://www.waterstones.com/win/waterstones-

childrens-book-prize-plus-prize-draw 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/competitions 

The importance of reading for pleasure 

Reading enjoyment is seen as a greater indicator 
of children’s educational success than their    
family’s socio-economic status. (OECD, 2002) 

Regularly reading stories or novels outside of 
school is associated with higher scores in     
reading assessments. (PIRLS, 2006; PISA, 2009) 

So try to read for twenty minutes every day to 
have the greatest benefit! 
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https://www.worldbookday.com/play-and-win/competitions/
https://www.worldbookday.com/play-and-win/competitions/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/competitions/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/competitions/
https://caboodle.nationalbooktokens.com/competitions
https://caboodle.nationalbooktokens.com/competitions
https://www.waterstones.com/win/waterstones-childrens-book-prize-plus-prize-draw
https://www.waterstones.com/win/waterstones-childrens-book-prize-plus-prize-draw
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/competitions


‘Little Bad Man and the Radioactive Samosa’ by  
Humza Arshad and Henry White 

I would recommend this for Year 3 as it is funny 
and exciting. When their box of samosas gets hit by 
a rock from outer space, Humza and his friends 
have superpowers. With giant hamsters 
on the loose, they have a job on their 
hands!  

Katie (Maple) 

‘Beast Quest’ by Adam Blade 

This series is full of mysterious and  
enjoyable stories about a young boy 
whose name is Tom. He meets a girl 
named Elena and together, they make 
a great team. My favourite part is 
when they fight the villains. This reminds me of a 
video called ‘Elena of Avalor’ where a princess 
fights against many villains. There are many books 
in this series to enjoy.                                          
Kaden (Yew) 

‘Boy at the Back of the Class’ by Onjali Q Rauf 

This is a very interesting book. There was a normal 
empty chair and this day it changes as Ahmet the 
new boy was now in it. Weirdly, every time it was 
break or lunch he would be in seclusion because he 
can’t speak English. Although he seems 
strange at first, we soon find out a bit 
more about Ahmed and some friends 
come up with a plan to help him.      
Kiril (Poplar) 

‘Race to the Frozen North’ by Catherine Johnson 

I recommend this for Years 4 and 5. The books tells 
of a real person called Matthew Henson. When  
orphan Matthew ran away from his violent  step-
mother to find a new life in the big city, no one 
could have predicted that he would become the 
first man to reach the North Pole. A little luck and a 

lot of hard work led to a life of           
adventure on the high seas and in the 
Arctic, but back home in  America, his 
life achievements were ignored due to 
the colour of his skin.                            
Anthony (Juniper) 

‘Wonder’ by R.J. Palacio  

Wonder is a fantastic book recommended for age 8 
years and above because it shows an exceptionally 
good example of how to empathise and support 
challenged people. Wonder is an example of 
friendship and bravery because Auggie was scared 
to go to school because of his challenges.  

Eventually, he made friends who stuck up for him 
and pushed bullies away. The book can 
be upsetting but it is an extremely    
exciting and inspiring book. You will 
not want to put it down.  

Tolu (Pine) 

‘The Ickabog’ by J. K. Rowling 

This is a story about he king of Chouxville who sets 
off with his troops to find a creature called Ickabog. 
During the hunt, a terrible accident occurs and 
somebody gets killed. This leads to all sorts of     
rumours and false information being spread among 
the people of the kingdom causing distress and 
confusion. I enjoyed the many plot twists and the 
amount of action within the book as well as the 
illustrations which were drawn and painted by  
children. I would recommend this title to people 

who enjoy fantasy and action stories 
and to those who like a mystery. I 
would rate Ickabog a 9 out of 10    
because it was a bit too wordy but I 
still enjoyed it very much.               
Nadia (Birch) 

Book Recommendations 

Each edition, our Reading Ambassadors, along with a member of staff, will share their recommended 
reads with you. Perhaps you will choose one as your next reading book? If you are not old enough to 
read these by yourself, you could ask an adult to read one of them to you– perhaps a bedtime story at 
home, or a class reader in school! 

Thank you for all the contributions.   



‘The Forever Whale’ by Sarah Lean 

 

Hannah lived with her mum, dad and grandad who 
had always been living with them. One day he told 
Hannah to remember a specific date- August 18th-  
that will come into the story later on. Hannah was 
so curious that she couldn't wait to hear what he 
had planned for her.  

Not long after, her grandad developed a disease 
named Alzheimer’s which causes memory loss. She 
was disappointed to think her       
granddad would forget what he had 
planned on 18th August and she didn’t 
think she would ever find out...  

Antonina (Cedar) 

‘A Series of Unfortunate Events’ by Lemony   
Snicket 

This collection is a series of melancholy books that 
are for children age eight and upwards. Violet, 
Klaus and Sunny Baudelaire are three children that 
are always followed by misfortune. Their parents 
perished in a terrible fire; they are placed in the 
hands of greedy Count Olaf (who tried time and 
time again to steal their fortune) and many of their 
guardians are murdered. These books are          
mysterious, unpredictable and distinctive. Once 
you open them, you will be           
transported into a world of pure 
dread; you will find yourself unable to 
put the book down. 

Sadie (Oak)  

‘Clean Up!’ by Nathan Byron and Dapo Adeola 

We really enjoyed reading this book in Reception about Rocket going on holiday to visit her 

grandparents. It also teaches us about how to care for the planet.  I would recommend this 

book for children of any age.  Miss Godley (Elm)    

Reading at St Mary’s 

Children in Nursery have been reading and re-telling ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ by Eric Carle. 

Reception have enjoyed ‘The Water Princess’ by Susan Verde and Peter H Reynolds . 

Year 1 are reading ‘Into the Forest’ by Anthony Browne.  

Year 2 have read ’Katie in London’ by James Mayhew. 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 are trying to solve the ‘Mystery of the Egyptian Scroll’ by Scott Peters. 

 Year 4 are reading ‘The Thieves of Ostia’ by Caroline Lawrence which is set in Ancient Rome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 are enjoying the classic ’The Wind in the Willows’ by Kenneth Grahame. 

Linked to their topic of The Galapagos, Year 6 are reading ‘Darwin’s Dragons’ by Lindsay Galvin. 


