
Newsletter No 9                                                   May 2021 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Joy 

Joy is essential to the spiritual life.  Whatever we may think of or say about God, when we are not joyful, our 

thoughts and words cannot bear fruit.  Jesus reveals to us God’s love so that his joy may become ours and that our 

joy is the experience of knowing that you are unconditionally loved and that nothing—sickness, failure, emotional 

distress, oppression, war, or even death—can take that love away. 

Joy is not the same as happiness.  We can be unhappy about many things, but joy can still be there because it 

comes from the knowledge of God’s love for us. 

Joy does not simply happen to us.  We have to choose joy and keep choosing it every day.  It is a choice based on 

the knowledge that we belong to God and have found in God our refuge and our safety and that nothing, not even 

death, can take God away from us. 

Speak gently in my silence, 

When the loud outer noises of my surroundings and the loud inner noises of my fears 

Keep pulling me away from you,  

Help me to trust that you are still there even when I am unable to hear you. 

Let your loving voice be my guide. 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
It has been a very successful term and as the country gradually eases out of lockdown we are hopeful that we will 
be able to resume more of the usual activities in school again. The children have really enjoyed having some     
afterschool clubs again.  In the meantime we will continue to plan virtual key events for the remainder of the year 
and we are all looking forward to a time when everything will be back to normal!  

You will have noticed that, after many years of campaigning, our school is no longer being used as a Polling Station. 
We are really happy about this as it was very disruptive to learning.  

You can continue to keep up to date with key messages/events throughout the term, by following our school     
official Twitter account @stmarysrcp_1894.  

Also, keep checking our newsletters and website: www.stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk for upcoming events, 
where additional up-to-date information can also be found.    

We are looking forward to a rewarding final Summer term and thank you for your continued support. 

 
Mrs MJ Grabski 
Headteacher 

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 

http://www.stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk


FAREWELL 

This term we bid a sad farewell to Mrs Carter, our 
Office Manager and who has worked at St Mary’s 
for 12 years.  On behalf of all at St Mary’s, we thank 
her for all her hard work and commitment to our 
school and we wish her all the best. 
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KENT FIRE AND RESCUE 

If a fire breaks out in your home 
babies and children are at more 
risk as their bodies are even less 

able to cope with smoke and fumes. Kent Fire and    
Rescue Service can help keep you safe with a free safe 
and well visit. Follow the link to book a home visit.  

https://www.kent.fire-uk.org/ 

COLLECT FREE DONATIONS FOR OUR SCHOOL WITH 
ALL YOUR ONLINE SHOPPING! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School  supporters and our 
new supporters, who have helped to raise school funds 
through www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am pleased 
to inform you that so far we have raised an amazing 
£668.85. 

 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to raise 
much needed funds, to support our curriculum and 
events for the children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 
3,000 retailers to start shopping.   

After you have made your purchase, the retailer will 
make a donation to our school at no extra cost to you.   

Thank you! 

 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarysc

atholicprimaryschool1/ 

PARENTS SURVIVAL GUIDE  

Parenting isn’t always easy. 
Although it’s often amazing 
and rewarding to watch your 
children grow, and to help 

them learn to be independent, it can also be really hard 
work. If you think your child is unhappy or if you are 
worried about their behaviour, it’s easy to be hard on 
yourself and think you aren’t doing a good job. Young 
Minds have put together a useful guide for parents and 
carers. Please follow the link for more information.  

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-
parents/parents-survival-guide 

NATIONAL NUMERACY DAY  

On Wednesday 19th May we     

celebrated National Numeracy 

Day. The day was aimed at       

promoting a love of maths and building children’s 

confidence. We want all children to see maths as 

something they can learn and something that is    

relevant to their lives beyond school.  

Activities on the day included maths quizzes,         

competitions, exploring how maths is used in the top 

10 careers as voted by children as well as baking, 

dancing and rapping.  

If you would like to boost your confidence in maths, 

improve your everyday maths skills or simply find out 

ways to support your children at home, National   

Numeracy is a UK charity offering free support 

online. Visit 

https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/challenge to 

find out more.  

Miss Staunton, Maths Lead  

MUSIC  

We are pleased that our small 
group instrumental lessons are up 
and running again this term. Year 

4 are learning the ukulele, Year 5 are learning the 
guitar and Year 6 are learning the clarinet.  

Drumming lessons using small djembe drums are 
also taking place in Year 2.  

It is so lovely to hear these again after such a long 
time! Work is also underway as we prepare to       
celebrate World Music Day on Monday 21st June.  

Amy Brown, Music Lead 

ATTENDANCE 

Our whole school attendance is currently 97.28% 
which is good.  

Well done to all parents and pupils! 

Please be reminded that if your child is unwell all 
parents must contact the school and provide the 
reason for absence. Thank you. 

https://www.kent.fire-uk.org/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-survival-guide
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-survival-guide
https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/challenge


EARTH DAY 

Members of the school Eco council would like to share with you the things they enjoyed about 
Earth Day in April. They have learned so much and have also articulated it very well.  

‘I learnt about the bush fires in Australia because of the sun and not enough water.’  

Moyin -Year 1 

‘We learnt that China has the most gases and about picking up rubbish and helping the Earth.’ 
Ihuoma - Year 2 

 

‘We compared China to other countries and we watched a video about picking up rubbish.’ Mason - Year 2 

‘I liked that we did an acrostic poem about Earth. I like Earth Day as it is a day we remember Earth.’ Megan - Year 2 

‘On Earth Day we learnt about Egypt and the River Nile. We enjoyed making a poster. We enjoyed wearing our own 
clothes to raise money for the garden.’ Nicola and Mark - Year 3 

‘On Earth Day we learnt about pollution and the River Nile. We got to learn facts and we had a fun lesson.’  

Ivan and Chloe - Year 3 

‘On Earth day we learnt about climate change and what happens it if continues to get warmer. We also drew      
inventions to make our lives easier and the planet a better place to live.’ Andrei - Year 4 

‘We did lots of activities and we got to know the world a lot better. I learned that we are destroying our own, and 
most likely, only planet so we must recycle and reuse. We must stop throwing plastic into our oceans.’  

Melody -Year 4 

‘Earth day has taught me there are three main issues: deforestation, climate change and pollution. We can help by 
cutting down the use of cars, not cutting down trees and by using more bio-powered items as well as wind and solar 
energy’ Gargi-Year 4 

‘If I had to name the Earth’s worst environmental problems, I would pick deforestation, pollution and global      
warming. The worst one to me is pollution and we can fix this by adjusting our daily routines. If we all focus on     
consuming less products with plastic packaging, reducing as much as we can and using recycling as a last resort we 
could make a huge impact to help our planet.’  Kadin -Year 4 

 

‘I really enjoyed it because we wrote a story about the rainforest. It made me reflect on how we should help the 
rainforests and stop deforestation.’ Ellie - Year 5 

‘For our English lesson we picked an animal that lives in the Amazon Rainforest and included information about   
deforestation. In Art, we used watercolours to paint the animal we picked.’ Noah - Year 5 

 

‘We are stewards, not masters of our Earth. Each of us has a personal responsibility to care for the precious gift of 
God’s creation. By Pope Francis’ Zach - Year 6 

‘We learnt that North America alone produces over one-quarter of the whole world’s greenhouse gases even though 
they only take up 4.74 % of the World’s population.’ Naga - Year 6 

‘Earth Day helped to educate children about how serious climate change and greenhouse gases are. Earth Day also 

taught children how to reduce their pollution and littering.’ Kellen - Year 6 
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HALF TERM 

School finishes on Friday 28th May at the normal 
time.   

The children return to school on  

Tuesday 8th June 2021 

School is CLOSED for our INSET day on  

FRIDAY 25TH JUNE 2021 

SECONDARY TRANSFER 

For the parents of those children who are transferring to 
Secondary School in September 2022, the process starts 
soon.  Year 5 have now received information from the 
Local Authority with all the key dates and information.   

If you want your child to take the Medway Selection Test, 
the application deadline is 29th June 2021.  The Medway 
Test has been scheduled for Tuesday 14th and     
Wednesday 15th September 2021. 



Term 1 INSET Wednesday 2nd September 2020 

  Start Thursday 3rd September 2020 

  Finish Friday 23rd October 2020 

      

Autumn Break   Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October 2020 

      

Term 2 Start Monday 2nd November 2020 

  Finish Friday 18th December 2020 

      

Christmas Break   Monday 21st December 2020 to Tuesday 5th January 
2021 

      

Term 3 INSET Monday 4th January 2021 

  INSET Tuesday 5th January 2021 

  Start Wednesday 6th January 2021 

  Finish Friday 12th February 2021 

      

February Break   Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2021 

      

Term 4 Start Monday 22nd February 2021 

  Finish Thursday 1st April 2021 

      

Good Friday   Friday 2nd April 2021 

Easter Monday   Monday 5th April 2021 

Spring Break   Tuesday 6th April to Friday 16th April 2021 

      

Term 5 Start Monday 19th April 2021 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 3rd May 2021 

  Finish Friday 28th May 2021 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 31st May 2021 

May Break   Tuesday 1st June to Friday 4th June 2021 

      

Term 6 INSET Monday 7th June 2021 

  Start Tuesday 8th June 2021 

  INSET Friday 25th June 2021 

  Finish Thursday 22nd July 2021 

      

Term 1 INSET Wednesday 1st September 2021 

  Start Thursday 2nd September 2021 
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