
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Reading Newsletter Spring Term 2 

  Books are a uniquely portable magic. Stephen King 

We are so pleased to be back in school where children have access to so many fantastic books and are 

already enjoying various learning opportunities linked to reading. There are also some exciting changes 

happening with regards to reading at St Mary’s so read on to find out more. Mrs Bennett 

 

 

We are very excited to be introducing Accelerated Reader, a computer-based program, which motivates 
children and encourages independent reading. This will initially be for children in KS2 who will undertake 
a Star Reading assessment in the next week to determine their ZPD: a range within which they can read 

comfortably. They will then be able to choose books of the relevant level from our extremely well 
stocked library and complete quizzes when they have completed the book. This enables them to collect 

points to compete against others in school. Please see the letter sent via ParentMail for more                
information. 

Reading Books 

Children in RWI groups will continue to bring home one RWI book each week alongside a book from our 
reading scheme. Please remember that they should be reading every day at home and that re-reading a 

book is beneficial for children.  
 

Children in KS2 will bring home a book from the library which might be in the Accelerated Reader        
program and/or a banded book. There are set days for year groups to change their books and these are 

still being quarantined before being put back on the shelves.  
 

Whichever books children are reading, it is vital that they read every day at home and preferably to an 
adult or older sibling. Research shows that children should read for twenty minutes a day to maximise 

their progress in reading. Although children at St Mary’s do have the opportunity to read at school most 
days, it is important that they read at home as well.  

 

• Remember to read at home daily. 
• Read out loud to an adult regularly, no matter how old you are! 
• Talk about the books you are reading. 
• Record reading in your Reading Record. Parents should sign and comment regularly. 
• Bring your books and Reading Record to school every day. 

St Mary’s Library New Look 

A big thank you to Mrs Howlett, our school librarian, who has been working tirelessly over lockdown to 

refresh our library. It has been reorganised and many new books have been added to the shelves, with 

many being labelled in preparation for the roll out of Accelerated Reader. Children will love spending 

time in here even more than they always have! 



St Mary’s Reading Ambassadors 

The Reading Team met for the first time 

on Teams during 

lockdown and 

have named    

themselves the 

‘Reading            

Ambassadors’.  

 

I was very impressed with the            

confidence they showed when               

introducing themselves to each other 

and speaking about their current          

reading books. There will be plenty of 

opportunity for them to get involved 

over the Summer Term, especially with 

some important work in the library over 

the next few weeks! 

World Book Day 

We were so pleased to be able to celebrate World Book Day even while the majority of children were 

working remotely from home and we were delighted to receive positive feedback about the day. Thank 

you to everybody who took part in the various activities and a particular thank you to Miss Godley for 

organising the Masked Reader which gave children, families and staff much entertainment!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of the celebrations, all children in the school explored the book ‘Footpath Flowers’ which is a 

beautiful wordless picture book showing the importance of noticing the small things in life.  

Families received electronic book tokens via       

ParentMail over lockdown. As some families were   

unable to use them, tokens will be given out to       

children this week. Participating booksellers will     

honour the tokens beyond 28th March while stocks 

last. Please contact your local bookseller to check if 

they are able to offer £1 off other titles. 

Wizard of Oz 

As part of our World Book Day celebrations, we were         

extremely fortunate to have a cinematic theatre show for 

Years 1– 6 thanks to M and M Theatrical Productions.       

Children were treated to a performance of the classic ‘The 

Wizard of Oz’ which they thoroughly enjoyed. There was 

much laughter, clapping and booing with a special twist 

which left the children guessing how the magic had           

happened!  

Thank you to everyone for contributing in order to enable 

our children to have such enriching opportunities.  



Medway Libraries 

8 to 12 year olds: Book Chat 
- Tuesday 23rd March 2021, 4pm - 4.30pm. A relaxed, fun 30-minute book club about all things reading. 
No matter if you’re a fan of novels, non-fiction, graphic novels and comics, poetry, ebooks and audio-
books, all are welcome. We talk about what we’re reading, our favourite books and authors, recommen-
dations, and interesting book news. 
  
Year 6: Letters from the Lighthouse by Emma Carroll 
• Thursday 22nd April, 4-5pm. 
 
Please email emily.maycock@medway.gov.uk to book either of the above.  
To sign up for a free library card, click here.  

Reading at St Mary’s 

Children in EYFS have been reading ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ linked to their learning in Science.  

In Year 1, children have been reading ‘Wild’ by Emily Hughes. 

Year 2 are starting ‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’ by Roald Dahl.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 have started to read ‘The Abominables’ by Eva Ibbotson.  

 Year 4 are continuing their journey with Elliot in ‘Simply the Quest’ by Maz Evans.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 are finishing ‘Cosmic’ by Frank Cottrell-Boyce. 

Year 6 are reading ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar. 

Register for free at 
www.oxfordowl.co.uk to access 

a range of eBooks, including 
some from reading schemes we 

use at school. There are also 
free activities for a range of  

topics that you can access, too! 

Remember there is a wide range of reading games 
and activities, including a library with many books 
to read, on Reading Eggs and Reading Eggspress. 
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