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  That’s the thing about books. They let you travel without moving your feet. Jhumpa Lahiri 

Access books for free. 

Happy New Year! This edition of the Reading Newsletter will highlight some different ways that children 

and families can keep reading a part of normal home life while schools are closed again. Through our live 

and recorded lessons, children can now continue to enjoy books with their teachers and classmates.  

Read Write Inc 

We hope you are able to access the daily Read Write Inc lessons on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/
c/RuthMiskinTrainingEdu/videos These are updated every day at 9.30am and are only available on the 

page for 24 hours.  

There are also further Read Write Inc books on available through Oxford Owl. (See attached document 
for links.) Please remember that in school, the children would read the same book for a week. It is        

important to read the book more than once. The first time the children are reading the book they are  
decoding some new words; the next time they are understanding what they are reading a little more. The 

children are then working on their fluency and comprehending the text. There will be questions at the 
back of the books for you to discuss with your child. At the beginning of the book, there may be new    

vocabulary which your child will come across in the book. Happy reading! Mrs Hunt 

Oak National Academy is launching a new virtual library in partnership with 

The National Literacy Trust to enable more children to access books online.  

Every week a popular children's author or illustrator will provide you with 

free access to books, exclusive videos and their top three recommended 

reads. Visit https://library.thenational.academy/ to explore these resources. 

Did you know that with a library card you can access 

12,000+ ebooks and eaudiobooks, 1,500+ ecomics, 

131 popular magazine titles, and 7000+ newspapers? 

Library members can download eBooks and eAudio-

books free of charge using the Libby app from      

Overdrive.  

Don’t have a card? Join for free:  

https://medway.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/

MSGTRN/WPAC/JOIN  

Join a host of celebrities for a different story 

read each night just before bedtime. There are 

plenty of famous faces to 

choose from including Joe 

Wicks, Alesha Dixon and 

Tom Hardy.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/

cbeebies/shows/bedtime-

stories  

Remember there is a wide range of reading games 
and activities, including a library with many books 
to read, on Reading Eggs and Reading Eggspress. 

 

Register for free at 
www.oxfordowl.co.uk to access 

a range of eBooks, including 
some from reading schemes we 

use at school. There are also free 
activities for a range of topics 

that you can access, too! 
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Books for Topics have Storytime Online 

sheets available for free. The QR codes and 

links in the documents lead to free story 

readings on YouTube and all the books are 

read aloud by their fabulous authors and 

illustrators. There are recommendations 

for all age groups from 3-11.  

Visit https://www.booksfortopics.com/

storytime-online to access the QR codes and links.   

 

 

Why not spend some time reading 

some poems? You might even want 

to learn one by heart and perform 

when we return to school. 

https://www.poetrybyheart.org.uk/  

https://childrens.poetryarchive.org/  

https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline 

WIN Books and other Goodies 

Visit these websites to enter competitions to win books and other prizes.  

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/competitions/ 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/category/play-and-win/competitions/ 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/kids-zone/ 

https://www.competitions-time.co.uk/books-comps 

https://caboodle.nationalbooktokens.com/caboodlers-corner/junior-bookworms 

Good luck! 

‘For a daily dose of creativity and fun, check out our '10 Minute Challenges', which are set 

by bestselling authors and illustrators.’ https://authorfy.com/10minutechallenges/ 

There are also lots more activities to enjoy on the Authorfy website. 

This YouTube channel has lots of 

videos of books being read aloud, 

both by children as well as authors.  

There are also lots of other ideas 

including fun home activities and children’s 

workout and exercise videos.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCrFMow5TKHosUmHtVIzuAwg 

 

 

 

There are over 400 videos of this famous poet and 

author reading his well-loved stories and poems.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7D-

mXO4kk-XWvH6lBXdrPw  

Visit author Konnie Huq’s YouTube channel for lots 

of videos including great  interviews with authors.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCDlSobQTc4IifJEu6Lt22eA/videos 

 

 

Visit the BookTrust website for stories read aloud,  

book recommendations, activities, rhymes, quizzes 

and more! 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/

have-some-fun/?q=&sortOption=AtoZ&pageNo=1   
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St Mary’s Reading Team 

Following elections in KS2, I am pleased to           

announce the members of the St Mary’s Reading 

Team: 

 

Maple– Katie 

Yew– Kaden 

Juniper– Antek 

Poplar– Kiril 

Birch– Nadia 

Pine- Tolu 

Oak– Sadie  

Cedar- Antonina  

 

Congratulations!  

I look forward to working with this group of        

children to help promote reading even further 

across the school.  

Virtual Book Fair 

Our first ever virtual book fair was a big success, 

with parents accessing the event via Facebook. 

Children were also involved through virtual 

meetings with Amanda from Usborne, who 

showed them which books were available.  

Thank you to everybody who participated. As a 

result, St Mary's has received a large selection of 

books worth £440 for our children to enjoy. Some 

of these will be available for children to borrow 

from the library; others will be used in classrooms.   

We would also like to say a 

huge thank you to our PTA 

who generously bought the 

school a PSHE bundle of 

books which we are very 

grateful for.  

Reading at St Mary’s 

Reception have listened to ‘Supertato’ by Paul Linnet and Sue Hendra.  

In Year 1, children have been using a range of fiction and non-fiction texts to learn about Amelia Earhart. 

Year 2 have been using ‘Lila and the Secret of the Rain’ by David Conway and Jude Daly.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 have started to read ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes.  

 Year 4 are going on an African adventure with ‘Akimbo and the Baboons’ by Alexander McCall Smith.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linked to their space topic, Year 5 are reading ‘Cosmic’ by Frank Cottrell-Boyce. 

Year 6 are reading ‘Walls’ by Emma Fischel.  


