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Who are you working for? 

We invest a huge amount of our lives in work and so the way we regard our work is of the greatest importance.  

Every task has two aspects.  First, there is the work itself and second, there is our purpose in doing it.  Once an 

American visiting France came across a scene where a large church was being built, with a large number of men 

involved in the project.  After observing them for a while, he approached two stone masons and asked each of 

them the same question: ‘What are you doing?’.  The first replied, ‘I’m cutting stone for seven francs a day’, and 

the second replied, ‘I’m helping to build a cathedral.’  Here we have two people engaged in the exact same work 

but who view it in different ways.   

For the first man, the work has no meaning in itself.  He is cutting stone as a means of earning money.  A task   

without vision is drudgery and a task without meaning can become torment.  For the second man, although the job 

is bringing a wage, it is no ordinary job and it glows with meaning.  He is building a cathedral.  When work has 

meaning, it may be hard but it becomes a blessing. 

Every work, viewed from a proper perspective can be rewarding and it can be seen as a service to others.           

Happiness does not come from doing easy work but from the satisfaction that comes after the achievement of a 

difficult task that demanded our best. 

May the Lord’s word be a lamp for your steps and a light for your path. 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope you and your families remain well and that you enjoyed a peaceful Christmas.  Thank you so much for your 
generous gifts and cards.  Your kind messages have touched us all and are very much appreciated.  The most     
special gift is that our school family remains well and healthy. 
 
I am proud that we have a strong remote learning schedule, which we will continue to review, to ensure that we 
are providing the best quality of education whilst doing all we can to keep everyone safe.  I have been impressed 
by the very high level of engagement and attendance in live lessons from the very beginning of term.  I would like 
to especially thank you for all your logistical support and enabling your child to access their daily schedule of      
lessons and assignments.   
 
Please remember that we are here to support your child as effectively as we can with their home learning and 
their wellbeing.  We will continue to contact you regularly and in the meantime, if you need to share any           
difficulties and need more support, please do contact us and we will do our best to help you. 
 
A huge thank you to all our amazing staff, children and families. 
 
I continue to keep you all in my prayers. 
 
Stay safe. 
 
Mrs MJ Grabski 
Headteacher 

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 



COMPLETED ASSIGNMENTS 

Your child’s class teacher will have shared instructions 
with you, to enable you to upload assignments directly 
to the teachers via Microsoft Teams.  If possible, please 
do not email the school office with your child’s          
assignments, as this makes it very difficult for the 
teacher to monitor, feedback and assess completed 
work on a daily basis. 

ABSENCE 

If your child is unwell, or has a medical appointment 
or is having difficulty connecting to a lesson, please 
inform the school office so that we can let teachers 
know and to also update our attendance records. 

CANCELLATION OF 2021 NATIONAL CURRICULUM         
ASSESSMENTS 

The following assessments, scheduled between April 
and July 2021, have been cancelled: 

• KS1 teacher assessments 

• KS2 tests and teacher assessments 

• Phonics Screening Check 

We will continue to use assessment to inform teaching, 
to enable us to give information to you on your child’s 
attainment in their statutory annual report and to      
support transition of KS2 pupils to secondary school.  

REMOTE LEARNING 

During the period of National lockdown, schools 
should allow only vulnerable children and the             
children of critical workers to attend.  All other pupils 
should not attend and should learn remotely until 
February half term. 

The remote education provided at St Mary’s is     
equivalent in length to the core teaching pupils would 
receive in school and will include both recorded or 
live direct teaching time, and time for pupils to     
complete tasks and assignments independently     
between 9-3pm each day.  The schedule for these 
lessons is on the year group weekly planning the 
Home Learning page on our school website. 

Should your child be unable to join the live lesson, 
they will be able to watch the recorded session and 
complete the uploaded assignments.  Teachers will 
register all pupils each day and be on hand via        
Microsoft Teams and feedback on their work.  In     
addition, teachers may also schedule some              
intervention support for small groups of pupils       
appropriately, to help to consolidate their                 
understanding and learning further.   

Where it is not possible for children to access online 
learning, home learning packs are being provided for 
collection at school. 

USEFUL LINKS 
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen - Audible       
children’s books are free at the moment 

https://soundcloud.com/harpercollinspublishers/sets/
david-walliams-1 - Free David Walliams audiobooks 

 
https://edpsy.org.uk/blog/2020/coronavirus-covid-19-
information-for-children-families-and-professionals/ - 

Support with mental health and advice and resources 
for discussing Coronavirus with children. 

SCHOOL NURSE 

Following a meeting with our School Nurse, she has 
reassured us that referrals are continuing to be       
triaged and the service continues as normal although 
with some understandable delays.  If we have already 
made a referral for your child, these are progressing 
as normal. 

 

Please contact the school if you feel you would like to 
speak with the school nurse who is currently  offering 
telephone consultations.  

RSPB BIG BIRD WATCH 

The RSPB Big Bird Watch is on from the 29th January 
until 31st  January.  This is a fun and interesting activity 
you can do from home. It also supports the vital work 
of the RSPB by giving them data about common garden 
birds.  

You can download free resources to help identify    
common garden birds from their website.  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/
birdwatch/?
source-
code=BWMITH0230&channel=paidsearch&gclid=CjwKC
AiAo5qABhBdEiwAOtGmblEGuFuwEWaiqXBq1egi4gPS
nympdXCdyE-
ZKAqni4ePCEO1XLFlWhoCGBQQAvD_BwE 
If you would like you can also share your findings with 
Mrs Reddin-Tasker (Eco schools coordinator) via the 
school office.  

MEDWAY FOODBANK 

We are registered to refer families for a Medway 
Foodbank voucher so please do get in touch if this is 
something you need. 
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