
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Reading Newsletter Autumn Term 2 

A book is a dream that you hold in your hands.  
 

I am delighted to see so many books being enjoyed across the school. This edition will let keep you up-to-

date with what we are reading at the moment, give you tips for reading at home, explain the launch of 

the St Mary’s Reading Team and inform you about upcoming events. Please let me know if you have read 

any good books that you would like to recommend in the next newsletter. Mrs Bennett 

Reading at Home 
 
Research shows that children should read for 20 minutes a day to maximise their progress in reading. 
Although children at St Mary’s do have the opportunity to read at school most days, it is vital that they 
read at home every day. Each class has their own way of recording and celebrating home reading. Read-
ing with your child every day will significantly improve their life chances.  

 
Reading Records 
Your child’s Reading Record plays an integral part of 
their home learning and forms a record of their reading    
habits and progress. They should be written in each day 
to record which pages of their book children have read. 
Any additional comments are also useful. Older children 
could complete these themselves but parents are       
encouraged to work with children on these.  

 
 

• Remember to read every day. 
• Read out loud to an adult regularly, no matter how old you are! 
• Talk about the books you are reading. 
• Record reading in your Reading Record.  

Competition News 
 

Scholastic ran a competition with 
the prize of an inclusive book pack 
worth more than £200, featuring 
stories and non-fiction about and 
written by people of colour and St 
Mary’s is one of the lucky schools to 
have won! This fantastic range of 
books will be a great addition to the 
classrooms and school library and 
I’m sure the children will enjoy 
reading them.  
 
A great selection of books is now on 
the way to us. How exciting! 



St Mary’s Reading Team 
 

Do you love reading? Do you enjoy talking about books? Do you have any ideas for improving reading at 
St Mary’s? 

You would make a perfect member of Mrs Bennett’s Reading Team! 
 

Mrs Bennett would like a group of KS2 children to help her promote reading for pleasure across the 
school. You would represent your class and meet regularly to discuss books to recommend, suggest ideas 
to implement across the school, help to organise events and contribute to the Reading Newsletter each 
term. You could even be some of the first children to read the new books we won in the competition! 

 
There will be an opportunity for you to tell your class why they 
should vote for you to become a member of the Reading 
Team. Make sure you include the following in your speech:  
• Why reading is important to you; 
• What you enjoy reading; 
• Why you would make a good member of the Reading 

Team; 
• Ideas you already have that you would like to share; 
• Any other reasons you might have for being on the team.  
 

I look forward to announcing the selected children in the next edition.  

Reading at St Mary’s 
 

EYFS continue to enjoy a range of books. Reception have spent some time exploring Pumpkin Soup and 
Nursery have enjoyed The Gruffalo and The Gruffalo’s Child.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Year 1, children have made links to Remembrance Day by reading Where the Poppies Now Grow and 
produced some fantastic writing based on the story. Year 2 have been reading Meerkat Mail and writing 

letters from Sunny on his journey.  
 

Year 3 have entered the magical world of Narnia in The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis. 
Year 4 are finishing Who Let the Gods Out? by Maz Evans.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Year 5, both classes chose to read The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q Rauf.  
Year 6 are reading Letters from the Lighthouse by Emma Carroll, which is linked to their WW2 topic.  



Medway Libraries Update 
  
Join other Medway residents in a fun virtual Lego Club. The theme comes out on Tues-

day at 4pm on Medway Libraries’ Facebook page- simply make your creation(s) and 
post a photo in the comments. You have a whole week to take part, before the next 
theme is announced. (Please note any building bricks will do; they do not need to be 

Lego-branded). For more information please check this page. 

Sign up for free! 

Don’t forget that with a Medway Libraries card number and PIN, you can access a range of online         
resources for free. This includes 12,000+ eBooks and eAudiobooks for all ages, 130+ eMagazines and 

online reference resources, such as Encyclopaedia Britannica– perfect for homework  To join the library 
and gain instant online access, please sign up here.  

 
Recommended by Medway Libraries this month 
8-12 Year Olds: Alanna: The First Adventure by Tamora Pierce 
Disguised as a boy, Alanna travels to the palace to train to become a knight. There she finds 
friends, enemies, and a place to belong- but will her secret be discovered? Filled with adven-
ture, magic, and mystery, this timeless classic has inspired generations of readers, some of 
whom have become beloved authors today. A story of real heart and courage. 
 You can read the book for free here. 

Blue Peter Book Awards 
 

Since 2000, the enormously popular and             
influential Blue Peter Book Awards have been   

recognising and celebrating the best authors, the 
most creative illustrators and the greatest reads 

for children. There are three books in the running 
for Best Story, and three on the list for Best Book 
With Facts. Why not read some yourself and see 

which you think should be the winner? 
 

To find out more about the awards and to be in 
with a chance of winning all six books on the 

shortlist, visit the Booktrust website here.  

Blue Peter Book Awards 
 

We are very excited to announce that St Mary’s will be hosting a Book Fair at 
the end of November. Although this cannot happen in school at the moment, 

we have arranged a Virtual Book Fair through Usborne.  
 

This is the perfect opportunity for children and families to purchase some books as Christmas gifts, or just 
to treat yourselves! Any books ordered will be delivered to school by the end of term. Amanda from    

Usborne is also planning to speak to children through a video link to show them some of the great books 
they could buy.  

 
Your participation in this event is very much appreciated, as all funds raised go towards providing free 

books for the school. More information about how to access this event will follow shortly. Thank you in 
advance for your support.  

https://www.facebook.com/medwaylibraries
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200181/libraries/582/lego_club
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200181/libraries/53/join_the_library/1.
https://medway.overdrive.com/media/1310898
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/awards-and-prizes/current-prizes/blue-peter-book-awards/#!?sortOption=AtoZ&pageNo=1&pageSize=16

