
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Reading Newsletter Autumn Term 1 

If you don’t like to read you haven’t found the right book. J.K. Rowling  

 

Welcome back. We are pleased to see so many children back at school already enjoying books and    

reading in different contexts. This edition will let you know what we have been reading so far, and what 

there is to look forward to in the coming term. Please let me know if you have read any good books that 

you would like to recommend in the next newsletter. Mrs Bennett 

Here We Are 
 

In our first two weeks at school, all children from Year 1 to Year 6 have been reading 
Here We Are by Oliver Jeffers in their English lessons. Reception will be looking at the 

book once they have settled in. Children have been reflecting on the importance of 
respecting themselves and others as well as looking after our planet. Writing          

outcomes will include poems, reports, letters and adverts. We are excited to see 
what wonderful work the children will produce! 

Class Readers 

These are books that children listen to being read aloud every day. For the first few weeks, Key Stage 2 
reading lessons will be based around these books which are linked to their topics for the term.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    Year 3       Year 4           Year 5           Year 6 
         The Stolen Spear   Who Let the Gods Out          Beowulf                   War Horse  
        by Saviour Pirotta                 by Maz Evans         by Michael Morpurgo   by Michael Morpurgo 
        
    
         

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Reception and Nursery children enjoy a range of books based on their interests and learning that has   

taken place each day.  

Year 2 have already enjoyed The Giraffe, The 
Pelly and Me and will soon be starting The 

Great Explorer. 

Year 1 will be reading various books linked to 
their Ourselves topic, including My Hair and 

In Every House, on Every Street . 



Reading is Magic 

Step into a world of creativity with the Reading 
is Magic Festival this autumn. Six days of free, 

inclusive and engaging digital events for schools 
and families. It all begins online on  

Sunday 27th September.  
Bath Festivals has created a collaboration of 

amazing book festivals from the UK and         
internationally to bring you an amazing schools 
and family programme, all free and available for 

everyone, everywhere.  
Visit https://www.readingismagicfestival.com/ to find out more and to access the magic!   

Congratulations to many Year 6 
children who have become   

published poets! Last year they 
wrote poems based on the 

theme ‘Out of This World’ and 
they were all chosen to appear 
in the book of the same title. 
Thanks to Miss Johnson for     

organising. 

National Poetry Day 

This year, National Poetry Day will take place on    
Thursday 1st October 2020, and the theme is Vision. 

In school, most classes will be celebrating by exploring 
poetry as part of their reading lessons that week, and 

some might even be able to learn some poetry by 
heart. If you would like to join in at home, visit the   

National Poetry Day website 
https://nationalpoetryday.co.uk/   

 
 
 
 
 

Well done to those children who completed the 
Summer Reading Challenge. Make sure you tell 

your teacher how many books you read and share 
any recommendations with your classmates. 

The Owl and the Pussycat 
 

Birch class spent 
the first week of 
reading lessons 

learning this  
poem by heart .  

They then performed it to Mrs Bennett who 
was very impressed! I am looking forward to 

some more poetry performances soon. 

Book Recommendations 
 

Each week, the knowledgeable librarians at Bath Central Library 
are sharing book recommendations. This week's picks are:  

  
Picture book: Look Up by Nathan Bryon and Dapo Adeola  
4-8 years: The Worst Class in the World by Joanna Nadin  

8-12 years: A Kind of Spark by Elle McNicol 
 

If you would like to read one of these, either as your class    
reader or as your own reading book, speak to Mrs Bennett. 

Reading Books 
This year, children in KS1 and on the RWI Phonics scheme will be sent home three books 
for daily reading throughout the week. They will receive their RWI Book Bag Book and a 
book-banded book on a Monday, and then their RWI book on a Thursday. These all need 

to be returned on Friday. Please see the letter from Mrs Hunt for more information.  

https://www.readingismagicfestival.com/
https://nationalpoetryday.co.uk/

