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A Great Light has Dawned 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.” John 1:5 

Normally light is something we welcome.  However, in some circumstances, we might 

fear it.  Why?  Because it shows up everything, things we want to see and things we 

would prefer to keep hidden.   

A woman once asked for her house to be blessed and as the priest was escorted 

around the house, he noticed that not a thing was out of place.  Everything was neat and orderly.  Not a cobweb or 

speck of dust was to be seen.  The priest sprinkled each room with holy water until they got to the top of the stairs 

that led down into the basement, at which point the woman said, “Oh, you wouldn’t want to go down there.”  So 

he left it at that.   

Afterwards the priest wondered why she had refused to take him to the basement, the part of the house that 

most needed a blessing.  Was it that she didn’t want to embarrass him?  Or was it that she didn’t want to            

embarrass herself by letting him see all the junk that was piled up down there? 

Typically, the parts of ourselves and of our society that need to be redeemed are the parts we tend to hide.  We 

don’t allow the light to shine into the dark areas of our lives and of our society, yet the dark areas are the ones 

that have most need of the light.  

Every person has a ‘basement’ area; we should open them to the light of Christ.  The light of Christ comes as a 

friend, not to judge, but to save us, to show us how to live, to show us the way to the Father’s kingdom.   

Once we have been enlightened by Christ, we in our turn can become a source of light to a darkened world.  Each 

one of us is called to that task.  But unless our own lamp is lighting, we won’t be able to enlighten anyone else.  

There is great joy in being in the light, but there is even greater joy in being a source of light to others.  

Lord Jesus, may your gentle and sure light guide us along the unfolding road,  

So that we may walk with confidence towards the light that never fades and the life that never ends. 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome back to school! I hope you had a lovely Christmas break with your families and I wish you all a very   
Happy New Year!  A special thank you to everyone who sent cards, letters and gifts to myself and the staff. Your 
thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciated. 
 
Thank you for your continued commitment and support and we look forward to a positive start to the New Year 
and term ahead. 
 
Mrs MJ Grabski 
Headteacher 

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 



PASSION PLAY 

On the 31st March and 1st April Y3 
& Y4 will be performing the Passion 
of Christ.  Admission will be by ticket 
only.   

The performance on 31st March will 
be for adults and pre-school children.  The             
performance on 1st April will be for adults only.     

A letter detailing how to request tickets will be sent 
home nearer the time. 

BOOK WEEK 

It’s that time of year when we begin to get 
excited about our plans for Book Week. 

M&M Productions will be visiting us again, this time 
with a surprise performance featuring magic tricks and 
pyrotechnics along with an interactive, engaging         
narrator on Thursday 19th March. We have had some 
spectacular shows in the past: The Hobbit , Alice In 
Wonderland and Charlotte’s Web, and it’s a wonderfully 
professional performance with all the sets and lighting 
as if we were in the theatre itself. There will be a charge 
of £3 per child to help towards the cost of this. 

As usual, we will be selling books after school during 
Book Week from Monday - Thursday 3.30pm - 4.00pm, 
courtesy of Travelling Books. We appreciate your        
support with this, as all funds raised go towards new 
titles for our school library. 

DIARY DATES 

Monday 16th March: Book Week/Book Fair 

Tuesday 17th March: Book Fair 

Wednesday 18th March: Poet Visit/Book Fair 

Thursday 19th March: M&M Production/Book Fair 

Thank you for your continued support. 

COLLECT FREE DONATIONS FOR OUR SCHOOL WITH 
ALL YOUR ONLINE SHOPPING! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School  supporters and our 
new supporters, who have helped to raise school 
funds through www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I 
am pleased to inform you that so far we have raised 
£547.92. 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to 
raise much needed funds, to support our curriculum 
and events for the children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of 
the 3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you have 
made your purchase, the retailer will make a        
donation to our school at no extra cost to you.   

Thank you! 

 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmar

yscatholicprimaryschool1/ 

BAD WEATHER PROCEDURES 

Unfortunately a bad winter is predicted.  If we have very bad weather during the winter e.g. snow, the 
school may have to be closed.  This happens very rarely, but if we need to close school, this is the 
procedure: 

• Decisions will usually be made on the day of closure; 

• Information on the Website/Twitter will be updated; 

• The school will also notify parents by Parentmail and text. 

 

PLEASE KEEP THIS IN A SAFE PLACE AS THE WEATHER FORECAST IS FOR IT TO BE VERY COLD. 

COFFEE CLUB 

This term Coffee Club will take place between 9am and 
10:15am on the following dates: 

Friday 31st January 

Friday 14th February 

Everyone is welcome so please come along for a slice 
of toast, cup of tea or coffee and take the chance to 
meet other parents and talk to members of school 
staff.  

Any guest speakers will be advertised in due course. 

 

Sophie Dumbrell, Home School Support Worker  
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KS1 & KS2 SATS MEETINGS 
On Wednesday 12th February at 4.30pm we will be 
inviting Y2 parents to find out more about the KS1 
SATs.  

Y6 parents are also invited to find out more about 
KS2 SATs on Wednesday 12th February at 5.15pm.  

Letters for these meetings will be sent home, so 
please ensure you return the reply slips at your 
earliest convenience. Thank you. 

CURRICULUM INFORMATION 

The teachers have included a Curriculum Letter     
outlining what your child will be studying this term, 
together with a termly topic overview. 

SCIENCE WORKSHOP 

We would like to invite you to a Science workshop on 
Wednesday 29th January at 9am, to present a whole 
school pupil-led research project to you, linked to the 
Global Goals.  If you wish to attend this workshop, 
please return your reply slip to the School Office by 
Friday 24th January, indicating how many places you 
require. 

500 WORDS IS BACK FOR 2020 

Chris Evans’ BBC RADIO 2 500 words story writing      
competition is now open—the closing deadline is     
Thursday 27th February. 

As usual, we hope St Mary’s children will submit entries. 
More details are available on the BBC website. 

WORLD VISION CHARITY 

Thank you for your generosity at our Christmas 
Performances.   

The raffles raised £308.51 and all proceeds will go to the 
World Vision Charity. 

PARENTS’ CONSULTATION EVENING YR-Y6 

Our Spring Consultation Evening will be held on 

Thursday 26th March from 4.00 - 8.00pm  

At this session the teachers will have the opportunity to 
share your child’s progress.  

This evening is for parents only. Please arrange suitable 
childcare.  Further information about appointments will 
be sent nearer the time. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

WELCOME 

This term we are pleased to welcome Mrs Kirsten      
O’Connor to St Mary’s, as Year 3 Class Teacher in Yew 
Class.   

FS1/KS1 ASSEMBLY TIMETABLE 

All assemblies start at 9am in the School Hall: 

 

Friday 31st January ELM CLASS ASSEMBLY 

Friday 7th February CHERRY CLASS ASSEMBLY 

Friday 14th February  ASH CLASS ASSEMBLY 

Friday 6th March BEECH CLASS ASSEMBLY 

Friday 13th March WILLOW CLASS ASSEMBLY 

Friday 20th March HOLLY CLASS ASSEMBLY 

ATTENDANCE 

Our whole school attendance for December was 95.67% 

Thank you to all our parents who continue to encourage 
their children to have excellent attendance at school. 

Sophie Dumbrell, Home School Support Worker  

SCHOOL NURSE 

Dawn Smith, our School Nurse, will next be visiting the 
school on Monday 2nd March between 9:30am and 
11:30am. Please call our HSSW if you require an        
appointment.  

Sophie Dumbrell, Home School Support Worker  

EASTER BREAK 

Just a reminder that the school 
will close for the Easter Spring 
break at 2.00pm on Thursday 2nd 
April and will re-open at the usual 
time on Monday 20th April. 

EARLY YEARS WORKSHOP 

We would like to invite you to an Early Years      
Workshop on Thursday 30th January at 2.30pm, 
with a focus on the importance of Communication, 
Language and Literacy as well as developing          
imaginative play and independence at an age          
appropriate level. 

We feel that the session may give you some ideas for 
supporting the development of key skills and         
learning alongside the children’s learning at school.  
There will be an opportunity at the end of the          
session to ask questions or seek further support. 
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