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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to school!   

I would like to welcome our new families who have joined us at St Mary’s, in the Nursery and Reception classes.  
It has been a pleasure to see the children settling in so well. 

All the children across the school have made a positive start to the new school year. 

I would also like to welcome Miss Natasha Moore to St Mary’s, as Year 1 Class Teacher.  This month we say    
farewell to Mrs Amy Arnold-Jarvis, Year 2 Class Teacher, Mrs Alison Shepherd, Clerical Officer, Mrs Elizabeth 
Knight, Teaching Assistant, Mrs Kelly Avers and Mrs Tara Jaimangal-Singh, Midday Meals Supervisors.  On behalf 
of all at St Mary’s, we thank them for their hard work and commitment and wish them all the best. 

We have lots of exciting activities planned for the children this year and there will be forthcoming events that 
you will also be invited to attend.  Please keep checking our newsletters and website: 
www.stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk for upcoming events. 

On behalf of the staff and governors, I would like to say thank you for your generous gifts and thoughtful cards at 
the end of the Summer term and we thank you for your continued support as we look forward to another        
productive and successful year! 

 

Mrs Maureen Grabski 

Headteacher 

The Value of the Individual 

There was a young man who aspired to become a photographer.  Every year he brought a bundle of his best prints 
to an old famous photographer, seeking his advice and judgement.  The old man studied the prints, sorting them 
into two bundles, good and bad.  Every year he discovered that the young man submitted the same photo—a  
landscape—and it always ended up among the rejects.  Eventually he turned to the young man and said, ‘ You  
obviously have a high regard for this photo.  Why do you like it so much?’  To which the young man replied, 
‘Because I had to climb a mountain to get it.’  A thing becomes precious to us, not only because of what we get out 
of it, but also because of what we have put into it. 

I don’t agree with the big way of doing things—love starts with an individual. 

I never look at the masses as my responsibility, I look at the individual. 

I can only love one person at a time. 

I can feed only one person at a time. 

I know that my work is only a drop in the ocean,  

but if I didn’t put that drop in, 

The ocean would be one drop less.  

Mother Teresa 

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 
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Parents’ Consultation Evening 

There will be an opportunity for you to meet your child’s 
teacher to see how they have settled into their new classes.  
This is scheduled for Thursday 7th November between       
4-8pm.  This is an evening for parents only so please arrange 
child care.  Further details regarding appointments will be 
sent nearer the time. 

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL 

If your child is going to be absent from school either      
because of illness or visiting the doctor/dentist/hospital 
please can you call the school absence line every day of 
absence, explaining the reason why. 

If you need to take your child out of school for a medical 
appointment, please let the class teacher and office know 
in advance and provide the school office with a copy of 
your appointment letter. When you return your child to 
school after their appointment, please accompany them to 
the school office so that you can sign them back into 
school.  

INFANT ASSEMBLIES 

Infant assemblies for Y1 and Y2 will take place on Friday 
mornings at 9.00am, and parents are invited to attend.     
The timetable for these assemblies is below: 

Friday 11th October Beech Class - Mrs Hunt 

Friday 18th October Willow Class - Mrs Bucklee 

Friday 8th November Cherry Class  - Miss Brown  

Friday 15th November Reception Classes - Mrs Plummer & 
Miss Godley 

Friday 22nd November Holly Class - Miss Moore 

MEET THE TEACHER 
We value the relationship between home and school 
and a strengthening of this is provided by a meeting at 
the beginning of the academic year to meet your 
child’s new class teacher.  We thank you for attending 
these meetings. 

PARENTMAIL 

Our first newsletter is always a hard copy but as many   
parents will know ParentMail is a very important way of 
keeping in touch with parents.  We are able to contact you 
by text or email if a club is cancelled at the last minute, or 
to remind you about school holidays and INSET days, as 
well as send you newsletters and other information.  For 
this reason it is very important that parents update their 
mobile telephone numbers and email addresses in order 
to continue to receive this and other information from the 
school.   

Our school version of ParentMail is ParentMailX and you 
can access this on your computer.  If you have a smart 
phone there is an App that you can download which will 
make it easier for you to access. 

We would ask that you take a few minutes to check that 
the information on ParentMail is accurate and up to date 
so that we can continue to communicate with you in this 
way. 

ALDI’S KIT FOR SCHOOLS 

This term we’re collecting Team GB 
stickers with Aldi’s Kit for Schools for 
the chance to be one of 20 primary 
schools to win £20,000 to build a health 
legacy at our school!  

From 6 September–3 November, when 
you spend £30 or more in any Aldi store, you’ll receive 
a special Team GB sticker – if our school works          
together to collect 300 stickers, we will automatically 
receive an exclusive school sports kit, in addition to 
entry into the £20,000 prize draw!  

Please send any stickers you receive into school with 
your children and we will add them to our Aldi’s Kit for 
Schools sticker poster. 

The Aldi’s Kit for Schools campaign supports the aims 
of Get Set to Eat Fresh, Aldi and Team GB’s award-
winning school’s programme, which has already     
beaten its target to reach 1.2 million young people in 
the UK by 2020, reaching over 1.5 million young      
people since it began. 

We hope everyone will enjoy collecting Team GB    
stickers and exploring healthy eating this term.         
Remember, Aldi’s Kit for Schools Team GB stickers are 
available until 3 November when shopping in any Aldi 
store. We will keep everyone up to date with how 
many stickers we have collected, and how many we 
have to go! 

If you want to find out more about Aldi’s Kit for 
Schools you can visit: 

www.getseteatfresh.co.uk/kitforschools 

Thank you so much for your support on this project 
and we look forward to receiving any stickers you   
collect!  

MEDICAL INFORMATION 

Please make sure that you keep us up to date with any 
changes with your children's medical conditions. If 
your child is an asthma sufferer please request a 
School Asthma Card from the School Office if you   
haven't already provided us with one. 

KEY INFORMATION 

Please inform our Home School Support Worker if you 
require letters and information to be sent to two        
different addresses. 
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PTA 

Our PTA will be holding their Annual General Meeting on 
Friday 18th October at 9am.  This will be held in the school 
hall.  If you want to help or find out how you can be         
involved in raising funds please come along, all are           
welcome. 

Water Bottles 

Please make sure your child comes to school every day 
with a named water bottle.  It is extremely important 
that children have regular access to water throughout 
the day as it really improves their concentration.  We 
will provide all YR and new pupils with a water bottle.   

Water bottles can be bought from the office.  
Unfortunately the cost of these has increased and the 
cost is now £1.50 should a replacement be needed. 

PLACE2BE 

Place2Be are available in school from    
Wednesday to Friday every week. We are   
committed to supporting parents and children 
in whatever way we can. Please do get in touch with us if 
you would like any support from our team. 

Many thanks 

Carol  Dalton, Place2Be School Project Manager 

SCHOOL LEARNING COUNCIL 

Preparations for the upcoming School Learning Council 
elections has begun. The School Learning Council will 
meet regularly with Mrs Grabski to represent their 
class and share their comments and recommendations 
about their learning. They will also be responsible for 
organising whole school charity events throughout the 
year. All of the children have been given the              
opportunity to put themselves forward to represent 
their class and will be creating posters and manifestos 
as part of their campaign. We will be holding our own 
School Polling Day on Thursday 30th September for the 
children to vote in a class ballot and elect the two     
representatives for their class. Results will be            
announced to the children shortly afterwards. 

CHARTWELLS 

Chartwells now provide a catering service to our school. 
They freshly prepare, great-tasting and attractively           
presented food to engage pupils. Their menus are fully   
nutritionally checked by their expert in-house team and 
meet the Government’s School Food Standards. Chartwells 
provide seasonal and nutritionally balanced healthy menus. 
They source the best possible quality ingredients and     
produce from well respected, stringently selected and    
continually audited  farmers and growers from local and 
British suppliers. If any pupil has an allergy, an intolerance 
or a medical condition that calls for a special diet, their     
in-house expert team of nutritionists make sure pupils are 
fully and safely catered for with special menus, procedures 
and local training.  A copy of the special diets form can be 
requested from the school office. Once complete please 
send across to:  mandy.cox@compass-group.co.uk if you 
would like to arrange for a special diet menu.  

The cost of School Dinners from September 2019 will be 
£2.00 per day, payable in advance, which will be £10.00 per 
week. Please be reminded that Cash Café money must also 
be paid in advance, which is £2.00 per day plus 50p if you 
require a drink. Please ensure that all dinner and Cash Café 
money is in a sealed, named envelope with your child’s 
class written clearly on the front. Cheques should be made 
payable to: Chartwells. 

Chartwell’s policy is that all dinner money MUST be paid in 
advance, and arrears will not be permitted.  Chartwells  will 
not provide dinners for children where money is owing. The 
School Cook will receive dinner money in the Office         
Reception every morning from 8.35am until 9.00am.  Please 
note no dinner money will be received by office staff. 

SCHOOL NURSE 

Our School Nurse, Dawn Smith, will be visiting on   
Monday 7th October and Monday 25th November 
between 9:30-11:30am. 

She will offer support and advice to parents of children 
aged 7 and above who have concerns about their 
child's health, including issues with behaviour, sleeping, 
bed-wetting and weight. Parents of children under 7 
are advised to contact their Health Visitor in the first 
instance. 

If you would like to book an appointment to see Dawn 
please speak to our Home-School Support Worker,      
Sophie Dumbrell. 

COFFEE CLUB 

Coffee Club will continue to run on a   
fortnightly basis this year on Fridays   
beginning on 13th September. We often 

have guests from outside agencies to join us with the 
aim of letting you know some of the great support 
and services in Medway for you to access. These    
sessions are kept informal and offer a relaxed place 
for our St Mary's parents to socialise and support one 
another. Our Home-School Support Worker attends 
every session and other key members of staff drop in 
when available. 

Everyone is welcome and we hope to see you for a 
hot drink and slice of toast soon! 

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 

The photographer will be in school on Thursday 9th        
October.  He will be taking individual portraits.  Please 
make sure your child is in the correct school uniform on 
that day.   
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PARKING 

Mr Frank Gladwell, our caretaker, 
will open the gates at 8.35am and 
3.00pm each day.  Part of his duties 
will be to maintain the safety of pupils so he will be 
ensuring that parents park appropriately and do not 
endanger children’s safety by completing 3 point 
turns in a congested road. 

Mr Gladwell undertakes this role, as parents 
continue to worry about traffic congestion.  Please 
work with him co-operatively.  Unfortunately bad 
language/abuse and persistent offending will result 
in names being given to the police. 

We thank you for your co-operation at the start of 
this term, as I am told by Mr Gladwell that he is very 
pleased with what appears to be less congestion. 

If you are unable to park please consider using the 
church car park, or collecting a form from the office 
for a parking permit to use in the car park over the 
railway bridge. 

Please be respectful of our neighbours when you 
are driving to the school and not park in front of 
drive ways or garages or on the double yellow lines 
outside the school premises.  Traffic wardens do 
patrol in this area. 

COLLECTING YOUR CHILDREN FROM SCHOOL 

If you are not able to collect your children from school and 
have to make alternative arrangements please send a note 
in so that the teacher is aware.  If you have to make late 
arrangements please telephone the school in the morning 
to enable a note to be placed in the afternoon register, so 
that teachers can be advised in advance and disruption to 
class time is limited. 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 
This year we are hosting a coffee 
morning on  Friday 27th         
September at 9.00am to raise 

money for Macmillan Cancer Support.  Thank you for 
your support and we look forward to seeing you there! 

Collect FREE donations for our school with all your 
online shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School supporters and our 
NEW supporters, who have helped to raise school 
funds through www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am 
pleased to inform you that so far we have raised 
£513.89! 

Please continue to support the pupils at St Mary’s      
Catholic Primary School, by raising much needed funds 
to support our curriculum and events for the children, 
throughout the year.   

All you need to do is register with                                  
www. easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 
3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you have made 
your purchase, the retailer will make a donation to our 
school at no extra cost to you.  Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

Thank you! The children looked very smart in their school 
uniforms this week.  We expect children to take pride in 
their uniform so please could you make sure that the 
children are wearing the correct cardigans and sweatshirts 
that display the school logo.  Please ensure all items of 
clothing are labelled to avoid any confusion.  Summer 
uniform can be worn until  the weather changes. 

We have a collection of donated school uniform which can 
be made available should you require it. We do ask for a 
minimal donation of 50p per item. All money received will 
go to school funds and be used to benefit all pupils at St 
Mary's. 

INCLUSION 

Over the coming weeks I will be reviewing the children’s 
needs once they have settled into their new classes. 

Where necessary, you will receive a provision form detailing 
support that your child may need during the Autumn 
term.  You will also have the chance to discuss any issues 
with the class teacher and/or myself at the November      
parents evening.  Do feel free to contact me if you have any 
concerns about your child. 

Mrs Deeks, Inclusion Leader 

 
 
This year we are taking part in Jeans for Genes Day on      
Friday 20th September, to raise money to improve the lives 
of children affected by a genetic disorder.  We are            
supporting a child called Ashley who has Treacher            
Collins syndrome, meaning he was born without a jaw, 
cheekbones and ears. It will be a non-uniform day and we 
would  appreciate it if you could donate £1. The children will 
be able to wear jeans or an element of denim clothing.   
Thank you for your support. 

FAMILY COOKERY CLUB 

Let our Home-School Support Worker know if you would 
be interested in  taking part in our exciting new healthy 
eating cooking club due to begin next term. Parents are 
invited to attend with their child for a 6-8 week block of 
cooking meals and learning about how we can eat more 
healthily without it costing too much money or taking too 
much time. More details will be available nearer the time. 
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BREAKFAST CLUB 

Should you wish to book a place at Breakfast Club from 
7.45am at a cost of £2.50 a day, please fill in the forms 
held at the office.  Payment needs to be made in advance.  
Toast is available for children in KS2 from 8.40am for 10p 
per slice. 

BOOK EARLY TO GUARANTEE A PLACE. 

 

AFTER-SCHOOL CLUB 

As you are aware, this facility was introduced last year 
and is still being trialled.  At the moment, the number of 
places being booked remain low and unfortunately, if 
numbers do not increase before the end of the Autumn 
term, it may be necessary to end this club if it doesn’t 
prove to be financially viable.  We will of course keep 
you informed about this in advance of any changes. 

Places for After-School Club are available for children from 
our Nursery to Year 6.  Sessions run from 3:30—5:30pm 
(Monday—Friday) and cost £6.00 per day, £30 per week.  
Booking forms are available from the school office.         
Payment needs to be made in advance. 

CHILDREN DUE TO START SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER 2020 

If your child’s 5th birthday is between 1st September 
2020 and 31st August 2021 they will be due to start 
school in September 2020.  Applications need to be 
made online via the Medway Council website. You will 
also need to complete a supplementary form and hand 
it into school. Further information to follow. 

SUGAR AND HEALTH 

As a Healthy School, we ensure the children are 
taught that some foods present a possible health risk 
if they are eaten too often.  Through the Personal, 
Social and Health Education curriculum and our work 
with the National Healthy Schools Standard, we teach 
children the importance of making healthy choices.   

As we are all aware, consuming too much sugar can 
have serious effects on health and these issues may 
only appear later in life.  Children can grow              
accustomed to a diet high in free sugars, and this    
habit will then be harder for them to break.  

As a school, we are therefore raising awareness where 
possible, and encourage children to make sensible 
choices.  We request that snacks consist of fruit or raw 
vegetables such as carrots for breaktime and the    
following items should not be included in packed 
lunches: chocolate and sweets.  We ask that the only 
drinks provided are water, pure fruit juice or drinking 
yogurt and milk is offered to all children at the end of 
their lunch.  Due to the risk of severe allergy, nuts 
(including peanut butter) must not be brought into 
school.  Foods that are less healthy may be offered 
from time to time as treats or as part of whole school 
celebrations such as Christmas parties.   

We would request that children do not bring any 
sweets or cakes in to school to share with their class, 
firstly to consider the varied dietary and allergy needs 
of all pupils but also to support us in promoting 
healthy choices.   

Thank you in advance for your co-operation. 

PARENTPAY 

This term the school will begin moving to a cashless system 
for all school payments—dinners, clubs, school trips etc. 
This will be done using a very secure website called 
ParentPay or in cash at local stores where you see the    
PayPoint logo. 

ALREADY HAVE A PARENTPAY ACCOUNT 

If you already have a ParentPay Account with another 
ParentPay School, you can simply log into your account and 
add your other children via the ‘Add a child’ tab on your 
home page. You will need to the activation username and 
password. 

NEW TO PARENTPAY 

If you are new to ParentPay you have a secure online      
account activated using a unique activation username and 
password.  You will be prompted to change these and keep 
them safe and secure as your username and password for 
future logins. 

If you have two or more children at a ParentPay school, you 
only need to activate one account to create your ‘main       
account’ and then add your other children via the ‘Add a 
child’ on the home page of the site. 

ParentPay holds an electronic record of your payments to 
view at a later date. Once you have activated your account 
you can make online payments straight away. 

Those parents wishing to pay cash should contact the 

school office to request the option of paying via PayPoint. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the school office if you 

need assistance. Your support in using ParentPay will help 

the school enormously.  

YOUNG CARERS CLUB 

This year, we will be running a monthly Young Carers 
Club here at St Mary's with the aim of offering a place 
for support, friendship , relaxation and fun for any 
child in school who has an unwell relation who        
requires care. The group aims to give carers a break 
from their caring role and meet other children who are 
in a similar situation. Carers First will be joining us for 
the lunch club to offer specialist support to the         
children.   

We don't always get to hear about the caring roles of 
our pupils so please feel free to contact our Home-
School Support Worker, Sophie Dumbrell, if you think 
your child would benefit from being part of this club. 
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PARENT QUESTIONAIRE RESULTS—JULY 2019    

  Strongly 

Agree/ 

Agree 

Disagree/ 

Strongly Disa-

gree 

Don’t Know 

1. My child enjoys school 

  

 96%  - 4% 

2. The school keeps my child safe 

  

 99% 1% -  

3. My child is making good progress at this school 98% 1% 1% 

4. The school helps my child to have a healthy lifestyle 86% 12% 2% 

5. The school informs me about my child’s progress 96% 3% 1% 

6. The school expects my child to work hard and do his or 

her best 

98%  - 2% 

7. The school sets the correct level of challenge for my child 90% 6% 4% 
8. The school makes sure my child is well prepared for the 

future (eg. Changing Year Group/School) 

91% 3% 6% 

9. There is a good range of activities including clubs, trips or 

visits for my child to take part in 

83% 11% 6% 

10. The children are well-behaved and action is taken where 

necessary 

95% 3% 2% 

11. The school has appropriate procedures for dealing with 

complaints 

85% 2% 13% 

12. The school takes account of my suggestions and           

concerns 

 86% 2% 12% 

13. The school is led and managed effectively 95% 1% 4% 

16. I give the school my full support in matters related to my 

child’s education 

100%  -  - 

17. Overall, I am happy with my child’s experience at this 

school 

98% 2%  - 

What areas of school life are you particularly pleased about? 

encouragement received /progress made/understanding shown to children; after-school clubs;                                  

good communication/parents well informed; teaching/sports/trips; teachers and TAs – friendly and                           

approachable/hard working/PJ days etc.; support from staff/outstanding teaching; reading; homework; discipline 

and morals/ behaviour; Forest School/Place2be; new packed lunch option; breakfast club/exercise machines/quick 

response to concerns; RE – discipline and focus on RE; assemblies; Morning Mile; Learning Walks; assessment         

procedure; well organised- quick to respond to needs; welcoming and responsive/high standard of work; academic 

variety/good balance of pastoral/religious/academic work; Catholic values; outdoor facilities; celebration of          

children’s achievements; parents involved in their children’s education; Y6 residential more inclusive 

Is there anything else you wish to see developed? 

school trips /too many TAG days/bicycle stop; more after-school clubs/more homework/more maths homework/ 

more language learning; bullying tackled/more Place2be/more physical activities; more Forest School/play sessions 

in Nursery; access to other agencies – OT; more notice for messages delivered; more communication regarding       

additional support; challenging children to aim higher; more about academic achievement at parents’ evening; more 

healthy catering choices; reduce amount of homework/more support for children who struggle/quicker intervention; 

Sports’ Day in afternoon; reduced rate from After-School Club  for those picking up children early; better supervision 

at lunch time/after-school clubs for Early Years; parking; more open days for parents; include Communion             

preparation as part of the curriculum; arrangements for picking up children needs to be better – space too small; 

more work – support for 11+; Learning Walks to be longer 
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Dates for your Diary - Autumn Term 1 

SEPTEMBER 

2nd Staff Development Day 

3rd Staff Development Day 

4th School opens for pupils 

5th Nursery New Entrants Parent Meeting 2pm 

8th Education Sunday 
The Nativity of Our Lady 

9th Y1 Class Meeting for Parents 3.30pm 

10th Y4 Class Meeting for Parents 3.30pm 

11th Y2 Class Meeting for Parents 3.30pm 

12th Y5 Class Meeting for Parents 3.30pm 

13th Roald Dahl Day 

16th Y6 Class Meeting for Parents 3.30pm 

18th Y3 Class Meeting for Parents 3.30pm 

19th Whole School Mass 

20th Jeans for Genes Day 

21st Medway Test 

25th Deanery Mass – St William of Perth 4.30pm 

26th European Day of Languages 

27th Macmillan Coffee Morning 

30th SLC Polling Day 

OCTOBER – MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY 

3rd National Poetry Day 
Kent Messenger – First Class Photographs for Reception Pupils  

4th CAFOD Harvest Fast Day 
KS1 Drama Workshops 

9th Individual Pupil Photos 

15th New Entrants 2020 Parents Meeting 9.15am 

16th HARVEST FESTIVAL 

20th World Mission Sunday 

21st – 25th HALF TERM WEEK 

27th Diwali 

28th School opens for pupils 
Year 6 Height & Weight Checks 
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