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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I am extremely proud of how hard all the children continue to work, especially in the transition to their new year 
groups and secondary schools. 

May I take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs Maureen Grabski 

Headteacher  

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 

Being Tuned In 

A farmer went in to the city and as he was walking down a busy street he suddenly stopped and said to a friend 
who was with him, ‘I can hear a cricket.’  His friend was amazed and asked, ‘How can you hear a cricket in the 
midst of all this noise?’ 

‘Because my ears are attuned to his sound,’ the farmer replied.  Then he listened even more intently and following 
the sound, found the cricket perched on a window ledge.  His friend couldn’t get over this.  But the farmer showed 
no surprise.  Instead he took a few coins out of his pocket and threw them on the pavement.  On hearing the jingle 
of the coins, the passers-by stopped in their tracks.  ‘You see what I mean,’ said the farmer.  ‘None of those people 
could hear the sound of the cricket, but all of them could hear the sound of the money.  People hear what their 
ears are attuned to hear and are deaf to all the rest.’ 

If we take the time, we can be tuned in to God.  Voltaire said, ‘It is natural to admit the existence of God as soon as 
one opens one’s eyes.’  Abraham Lincoln said, ‘I can see how it might be possible for the man to look down upon 
the earth and be an atheist, but I cannot conceive how he could look up into the heavens and say there is no God.’ 

At the sight of something or other, a person will know in an instant that these things do not exist through          
themselves and that God is.  As a house implies a builder, a dress a weaver, a door a carpenter, so the world       
proclaims God, its Creator.  When you look at a work of art, it is impossible not to think of the artist.  To look on 
the created world and not see the Creator is to be blind to the meaning of the whole of creation and of ourselves.  
Yet sadly many look and see nothing.  They listen and hear nothing. 

Jesus spoke about God as a merciful and forgiving Father.  He spoke about himself as the Son of the Father.  He 
sent the Holy Spirit to us to help us live as his disciples and children of God.   

We are dealing with a great mystery.  We think of God as our Father (and Mother), a Father who loves us deeply.  
We think of Jesus as our Brother who gave his life for us.  We think of the Holy Spirit as a friend who helps us to 
live like Jesus and who binds us together as brothers and sisters in a community of faith and love, in which we live 
and move and have our being.  The Trinity is central to our lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May God the Father bless you,  

may God the Son come to your help and may God the Holy Spirit inspire and guide you. 

Amen 
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LEAVERS’ END OF TERM DISCO 

Advance notice 

The PTA will be organising an end of year 
disco on 17th July.  The times are as follows: 

YR, Y1 & Y2   4.15 - 5.00pm 

Y3, Y4 & Y5   5.15 - 6.00pm 

Y6    6.30 - 8.00pm 

Details about the costs for this event will be given to 
you by the PTA, however Y6 pupils will not be expected 
to pay. Children will need to go home to get changed 
and then come back for the disco. 

REPORTS AND OPEN EVENING 

You will receive your child’s report on 2nd July, which includes 
the children’s own self-review reflecting on their            
achievements this year.  We would also like to invite you to 
celebrate your child’s work with them at our Open Evening 
which will take place on Thursday 4th July between 4-6pm.  
This will give you an informal opportunity to look at your 
child’s work and the displays in the classroom.  If you wish to 
have a detailed conversation with your child’s teacher about 
their report then a separate appointment may have to be 
made. 

CALLING ALL MUMS AND DADS! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP PLEASE!  

The PTA are calling for volunteers to help on Family Fun Day! 
If you are interested, please register your names in advance 
with the school office - Thank you. 

FAMILY FUN DAY 

The PTA will be hosting a Fun Day for all the children and 
families on Thursday 27th June straight after school until 
5.30pm. This will be a vintage fair, as St Mary’s celebrates 
125 years this year, with lots of fun stalls including hook a 
duck, ice cream van, face painting, coconut shy and much 
more. 

CAKE COMPETITION 

It’s time to create some amazing cakes!  The annual summer 
cake competition will also take place on Thursday 27th June 
and all cakes will be sold at this event. 

CLASS TRANSITION SEPTEMBER 2019 

Year 1 HOLLY pupils will be joining Mrs Hunt 

Year 1 WILLOW pupils will be joining Miss Brown 

Year 2 BEECH pupils will be joining Mrs Read 

Year 2 CHERRY pupils will be joining Miss Yeates 

Year 3 YEW pupils will be joining Mrs Reddin-Tasker 
and Mrs Young 

Year 3 MAPLE pupils will be joining Mrs Bushnell 

Year 4 JUNIPER pupils will be joining Mr Speziale 

Year 4 POPLAR pupils will be joining Miss Johnson 

Year 5 PINE pupils will be joining Miss Staunton 

Year 5 BIRCH pupils will be joining Mrs Pollard and       
Sr Kay 

Collect FREE donations for our school with all your 
online shopping!  

A BIG THANK YOU to our School supporters and our new 
supporters, who have helped to raise school funds through 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am pleased to inform 
you that so far we have raised £482.59.  Join, shop and raise 
here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/ 

YEAR CLASS TEACHER 2019-20 

NURSERY AM/PM Mrs Willa Eatwell 

Mrs Jane Savage 

YEAR R ELM Mrs Catherine Plummer 

YEAR R ASH Miss Carly Godley 

YEAR 1 HOLLY Miss Natasha Moore 

YEAR 1 WILLOW Mrs Carolyn Bucklee 

YEAR 2 BEECH Mrs Nicola Hunt 

YEAR 2 CHERRY Miss Amy Brown 

YEAR 3 YEW Mrs Jacinta Read 

YEAR 3 MAPLE Miss Beth Yeates 

YEAR 4 JUNIPER Mrs Louise Bushnell 

YEAR 4 POPLAR Mrs Siobhan Reddin-Tasker 

Mrs Louise Young 

YEAR 5 PINE Mr Michael Speziale 

YEAR 5 BIRCH Miss Hannah Johnson 

YEAR 6 OAK Miss Sarah Staunton 

YEAR 6 CEDAR Mrs Vanessa Pollard  

Sr Kay 

ABSENCE 

If your child is absent from school, for any reason, please  
telephone the school absence line.  If you are unable to do 
this please ensure that you send a note into school on your 
child’s return, explaining their absence.  If you don’t do this it 
is likely that your child’s absence will be recorded as            
unauthorised. 

For those pupils whose attendance is 90% or lower by the end 
of this academic year, a letter will be sent out in September to 
insist that medical evidence be provided for all absences due 
to illness.  

In the event that this is not provided, the absence will be 
classed as unauthorised which may result in a referral to the 
AASSA and a penalty notice being issued. If you wish to have a 
copy of our attendance policy please contact the school 
office.   

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
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We ask God to bless all our children who are making their 

First Holy Communion and we also remember them in our 

prayers.  Although this is a Parish-led celebration, we also 

recognise this special occasion for the children in school.   

On Tuesday 2nd July, we will celebrate the Feast of St Peter 

and St Paul (29th June) with Whole School Mass, with a      

special blessing for the children as they receive Communion in 

school for the first time. 

We come together with joyful hearts as you receive your 

First Holy Communion.   

Jesus said, “Do this in memory of me.”   

SUGAR AND HEALTH 

As a Healthy School, we ensure the children are taught 
that some foods present a possible health risk if they are 
eaten too often.  Through the Personal, Social and Health 
Education curriculum and our work with the National 
Healthy Schools Standard, we teach children the             
importance of making healthy choices.   

As we are all aware, consuming too much sugar can have 
serious effects on health and these issues may only      
appear later in life.  Children can grow accustomed to a 
diet high in free sugars, and this habit will then be harder 
for them to break.  

As a school, we are therefore raising awareness where 
possible, and encourage children to make sensible     
choices.  We request that snacks consist of fruit or raw 
vegetables such as carrots for breaktime and the            
following items should not be included in packed lunches:   
chocolate and sweets.  We ask that the only drinks       
provided are water, pure fruit juice or drinking yogurt and 
milk is offered to all children at the end of their lunch.  
Due to the risk of severe allergy, nuts (including peanut 
butter) must not be brought into school.  Foods that are 
less healthy may be offered from time to time as treats or 
as part of whole school celebrations such as Christmas 
parties.   

However, from September, we would request that            
children do not bring any sweets or cakes in to school to 
share with their class, firstly to consider the varied dietary 
and allergy needs of all pupils but also to support us in 
promoting healthy choices.   

Thank you in advance for your co-operation. 

ATTENDANCE 

It is a legal requirement for all children to receive full-time 
education.  DfE policy states that: 

“Parents should ensure their children attend school        
regularly, arrive at school on time, properly dressed and 
in a condition to learn”. 

Irregular attendance will undermine the education of your 
child.  A low attendance rate will seriously slow down your 
child’s educational progress; affect their learning and their 
friendships. 

The governors at St Mary’s expect every child’s       
attendance to be 96% or above. 

Unauthorised Absence 

Any pupils arriving after 9.30am will be recorded as         
unauthorised absence which may result in the issuing of a 
penalty notice (unless the office has been previous          
notified).  The Penalty Notice requires each parent to pay 
a fine of £120 within 28 days, which is reduced to £60 if 
paid within 21 days.  Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will 
result in a Court Case. 

Absences will not be authorised if: 

• Another member of the family is ill 

• The family have overslept or had a late night 

• There are problems with uniform/clothing 

• You take more days holiday than approved 

• You have forgotten school dates 

• There is an annual family event such as a birthday 

• Your child attends a medical/dental appointment for 
more than ½ a day without written proof this is necessary 

• You take your child shopping 

• You are taking a family holiday 

If your child’s attendance during the school year is… your 
child would have lost approximately… or they would have 
missed approximately… 

95%  9 days     50 lessons 

90% 19 days    100 lessons 

85% 29 days    150 lessons 

80% 38 days    200 lessons 

75% 48 days    250 lessons 

70% 57 days    290 lessons 

65% 67 days    340 lessons 

If in a school year your child is late everyday … your child 
would have lost approximately … or they would have 
missed approximately … 

  5 minutes 3.5 days from school 20 lessons 

10 minutes 7 days from school 41 lessons 

15 minutes 10 days from school 55 lessons 

20 minutes 4.5 days from school 82 lessons 

 25 minutes 22 days from school 123 lessons 



SPORTS DAY 

Sports Day for children will take place on Thursday 
27th June to which parents are invited. The event will 
start at approximately 9.30am.  Year R will be joining 
the rest of the school from 11.00am.  For safety      
reasons, I ask that you stay behind the marked area 
and do not walk across the field to your children -  this 
can distract them and others from their events. 

If you wish, photos can be taken of your child but I 
have to remind you that these must be for your own 
use and not  published on the Internet.   

Mrs Arnold will be producing a programme of events 
for you to follow. 

 

 

After Sports Day, we will be inviting you to 
join your child for a picnic lunch on the 

field.  All pupils will have to bring a packed lunch to 
school on Thursday 27th June (Sports Day) and the 
school kitchen will only be providing sandwiches for 
the children in KS1 who have already pre-ordered 
one, and those children in KS2 who are entitled to 
Free School Meals.   

Please do not bring any ‘fast food meals’ for your 
children. 

The children will go back into class and this will give 
you an opportunity to set up a spot on the field for 
your lunch.  The children will be brought back out  
onto the field to have their lunch with you or their 
friends.  We then ask that you leave the premises by 
1.00pm at the latest so that the children can play 
safely.  If you have pre-school children, please make 
sure they do not run around.  They must remain with 
you at all times.   

INSET DAYS 

The following days will be INSET days next year: 

Monday 2nd September 2019 

Tuesday 3rd September 2019 

Please note that there will be 3 more INSET dates to be    
determined.   

MATHS WORKSHOP 

On Thursday 13th June, we hosted Pete Hall who ran 
an exciting Maths workshop for children in Years 3 and 
4. Children from other local schools were invited to  
participate in the day which consisted of practical   
problem solving activities.  The day was a huge success 
with lots of positive feedback. 
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YOUNG LEADER TRAINING 

Gail Halls from the Howard School Partnership has     
delivered Young Leader training to 20 of our Year 5    
recruits.  I’m pleased to announce they all successfully 
passed their training and will be working alongside the 
current Year 6 Young Leaders over the next few weeks 
in preparation for their new roles in September. 

A big thank you to the dedication of the current Young 
Leaders who give up one of their lunchtimes every week 
to lead activities for younger pupils during this 
time.  They are an asset to the school and have all 
grown in confidence, delivering such an important role 
with enthusiasm.  The leadership skills they have        
developed, in such a responsible position, will stand 
them in good stead for the future.  

ST MARY’S HAS GOT TALENT 

On the 24th May, we celebrated the talent at our 
school with St Mary's Has Got Talent. I would like to 
say a huge thank you to all the children who put   
themselves forward for their class auditions and a big 
congratulations to those who represented their     
classes and year groups in the semi-final and final. The 
School Learning Council helped to judge and score the 
acts, and presented the results. 

 It was a huge success with outstanding performances 
all round. I would like to thank everyone for the effort 
they put into their acts. I'm pleased to share that this 
year we had joint winners: Ashley in Maple Class and 
Julia in Pine Class.  

POLLING DAYS/INSET DAYS 

This year, as you are aware, the school had a legal duty 
to open the school premises as a Polling Station for 
both the Local Elections and the European Elections. 
Despite discussions with the Local Authority to         
negotiate an alternative venue, it was not possible and       
beyond our control.  As you are aware, due to         
safeguarding, we cannot allow any children on site in 
such circumstances.   

Schools also have a requirement to have 5 INSET days, 
also known as Staff Development days, a year. Training 
for these days are booked in advance and include 
planned Conferences and Key National Educationalists, 
with limited availability and as such, it is not always 
possible to determine when these days occur.        
However, I am sure that you can appreciate that these 
days are an important part of  teachers’ continued  
professional development. Thank you for your          
understanding. 



SCHOOL TERM DATES 

SEPTEMBER 2019-JULY 2020 
 

 

 

Please remember that holidays at the start of the academic year are not authorised. 

There are 3 INSET DAYS to be added 

Term 1 INSET Monday 2nd September 2019 

  INSET Tuesday 3rd September 2019 

  Start Wednesday 4th September 2019 

  Finish Friday 18th October 2019 

      

Autumn Break   Monday 21st October to Friday 25th October 2019 

      

Term 2 Start Monday 28th October 2019 

  Finish Wednesday 18th December 2019 

      

Christmas Break   Thursday 19th December 2019 to Friday 3rd January 2020 

      

Term 3 Start Monday 6th January 2020 

  Finish Friday 14th February 2020 

      

February Break   Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February 2020 

      

Term 4 Start Monday 24th February 2020 

  Finish Friday 3rd April 2020 

      

Spring Break   Monday 6th April to Friday 17th April 2020 

Good Friday   Friday 10th April 2020 

Easter Monday   Monday 13th April 2020 

      

Term 5 Start Monday 20th April 2020 

May Bank Holiday   Friday 8th May 2020 

  Finish Friday 22nd  May 2020 

      

May Break   Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2020 

      

Term 6 Start Monday 1st June 2020 

  Finish Wednesday 22nd July 2020 

      

      

Term 1 Start September 2020 


