
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
It has been a wonderful and enriching Spring term!  I am extremely proud of how hard the children continue to 
work. Thank you to all the parents who have been able to attend our ‘Parent Learning Walks’ this term; we have 
enjoyed sharing our learning with you.   

As we approach the end of term in preparation for Easter, we look forward to our Year 3 and 4 Passion Play for 
pupils and parents. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

I wish you and your families a lovely Easter break. 

Mrs MJ Grabski 

Headteacher 
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Something about a Mountain 
 

‘I lift up my eyes to the mountains, from where shall come my help?   
My help shall come from the Lord, who made heaven and earth’ (Ps. 121:1) 

 

Jesus’ transfiguration happened on a mountaintop and comes as no surprise.  In biblical tradition, a mountain is a 
place of encounter with God.   
 
There is something about a mountain.  A mountain is a place of vision.  By confronting us with the immensity of 
the sky, and the vastness of the horizon, a mountain enlarges our world and puts our troubles into perspective. By 
giving us an over-all view, a mountain enables us to see the pattern in things.  The mountaintop experience       
restores and renews us. 
 
If we happen to share the mountaintop with others, a great bond springs up between us.  On the mountaintop we 
feel we are all equal and raised up, realising our true greatness and one with God. 
 
Yet nowhere as on a mountaintop do we become so conscious of our own littleness and insignificance in the 
world. Exalted and humbled at the same time, we feel close to God and we feel we are in the very presence of 
God. 
 
In the Bible, life is depicted as a journey to the mountain of God, where we hope to dwell with God forever.  It 
gives us a new and wider vision, pushing out our horizons beyond the boundaries of this world, giving an eternal   
dimension to our lives.  Even though we know what we have to do in order to get to the mountain, we need God’s 
help in order to reach it. 

Draw me to your presence O Lord, Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
‘The hilltop hour would not be half so wonderful if there were no dark valleys to traverse.’ Helen Keller 

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 
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ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL 

If your child is absent from school, for any reason, 
please telephone the school absence line.  If you 
are unable to do this please ensure that you send a 
note into school on your child’s return, explaining 
their absence.   

If you don’t do this  your child’s absence will be 
recorded as unauthorised. 

If you wish to have a copy of our attendance policy 
please contact Sophie Dumbrell, Home 
School Support Worker, and she will be happy to 
help you.  The policy is also available on the 
school  website. 

Mrs Dumbrell, Home School Support Worker 

E-SAFETY 

If you would like to get some practical tips 
on how to keep your child safe online, 
here are some recommended websites for 
more information and support: 

 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/platform-
guides/  

https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/have-a-
conversation 

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/ 

MUSIC FESTIVALS - CENTRAL THEATRE 

Thank you to all the children and teachers 
who have worked so hard for the KS1 and 
KS2 Music Festivals on 12th and 13th March at 
the Central Theatre in Chatham.  

The children’s singing was amazing and we were so proud 
of them! 

Miss Brown, Music Leader 

WORLD BOOK DAY 

A huge well done to all our children who dressed up as 
favourite characters for World Book Day on Thursday 7th 
March. Reception and Year 1 were particularly lucky as 
they were invited down to Gillingham library for the 
morning to enjoy storytime with Richard. The session was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all and we are most grateful to the 
library for maintaining such strong links with us as a 
school. 

We raised just under £130 from our raffle.                      
Congratulations to our winners: 

KS1 1st Prize: £5 National Book Token, Lena in Elm 

        2nd Prize: Book, Eve in Nursery  

KS2 1st Prize: £5 National Book Token, Deborah in Oak 

        2nd Prize: Book, Lizzie in Poplar 

Mrs Read, English Leader 

YEAR 1 & YEAR 2 WRITERS’ WORKSHOP 

On Friday 8th March, we welcomed author Harry 
Oulton to lead a Writers’ Workshop with some  
children from Year 1 and 2.  

We have been a host school for these events run 
by Authors Abroad for some years now, and local 
schools are always invited to bring some of their 
own more ambitious writers to the sessions. It is a 
privilege to be part of this programme as it not  
only gives the children the opportunity to work 
with a current writer who will challenge them and 
encourage different approaches to literature,  but 
it also helps to further build links between the 
schools in our community.  

It was an excellent day which the children enjoyed 
immensely. They worked collaboratively to make a 
book with Harry and he was very complimentary of 
their efforts. Well done to the children who   
attended from St Mary’s, Saxon Way Primary, 
Barnsole Primary, Burnt Oak Primary, Thames View 
Primary, and Napier Community Primary and 
Nursery. 

Mrs Read, English Leader 
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PASSION PLAY 

On Tuesday 2nd and Thursday 4th 
April Year 3 and Year 4 will be         
performing the Passion of Christ. 
Admission will be by ticket only.  
The performance on Tuesday 2nd April will be for 
adults and pre-school children. The performance 
on Thursday 4th April will be for adults only. 

A letter for requesting tickets will be coming home 
soon. 

SCHOOL NURSE 

We had had two successful liaison sessions with our 
School Nurse, Dawn Smith, this term which proved very 
useful for parents as well as adults within school who 
needed advice. 

Dawn is due in next on Monday 1st April from 9.30am-
11.30am.  If you would like to meet with her please call 
to book an appointment.  

Mrs Dumbrell, Home School Support Worker 
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INCLUSION REVIEWS 

I am continually carrying out reviews with teachers 
of children who require support under our inclusion 
team. If there are any changes to provision we will 
let you know. Some of you may have already  
attended reviews with the agencies who work with 
us: our Speech and Language Therapist - Emma 
Chambers or the Place2Be team. You will also be 
aware that there have been some changes with the 
Place2Be team and we continue to examine some 
different ideas for therapies which will benefit the 
children. Recently staff have attended training in 
Lego Therapy and will shortly be attending          
Emotional First Aid training. We have also received 
training from Inclusively Downs and Bradfields    
Outreach Service who have provided us with 
Signalong training. We work closely with various         
outreach services who have offered invaluable  
strategies to help us support our children along with 
the Educational Psychology Service and Medway 
SEN team. As always thank you for your continued 
support. Working together is the best way to        
support your child’s needs. 

Mrs Deeks, Inclusions Leader 

INVICTA GRAMMAR SCHOOL WORKSHOPS 

We are delighted to announce the release of six new            
workshops, taking place during the Easter and Summer          
Holidays. The workshops will be offered to students     
currently in Years 4 and 5 and will focus on Musical      
Theatre - with students learning a variety of performance 
skills including singing, acting and dancing.  Our themes 
will be a variety of musicals to include: High School       
Musical, Grease, Matilda, School of Rock, Annie, Oliver, 
Sound of Music and Hairspray. 

 

The workshops will take place from 10am-4pm on the 
following days:  

Easter Holidays 

Tuesday, 9 April 2019 

Wednesday, 10 April 2019 

Thursday, 11 April 2019 

Summer Holidays 

Monday, 29 July 2019 

Tuesday, 30 July 2019 

Wednesday, 31 July 2019 

 

Parents and siblings will be invited to watch the             
performance at the end of each day.   

 

Students are more than welcome to attend one, two or all 
three of the workshops (the workshops will be different 
each day). We will provide mid-morning refreshments, 
but students should bring a packed lunch with them. 
Bookings can be made via our online booking                  
system: https://uk.bookingbug.com/home/33154-Invicta-
Grammar-School under the heading ‘Year 4 and 5 Musical 
Theatre Workshops’. Places will be offered on a first 
come, first served basis. 

 

If you have any questions regarding these workshops, 
please do not hesitate to contact Miss Jones (Transition 
Assistant) via email: m.jones@invicta.viat.org.uk. 

 

We shall look forward to welcoming your daughter to 
Invicta soon! 

 

Many thanks and kind regards 

Millie Jones 

Communications Administrator/Transition Assistant 

Invicta Grammar School 
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CURIOSITY APPROACH 

In EYFS we are developing curiosity and use of    
natural materials.  Thank you for your donations so 
far.   

Here are examples of how we will use the items: 

 

 

 

 

If you are able to bring any items from the wish list, 
please come and talk to me.  

Thank you. 

Mrs Plummer, EYFS Leader 
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WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY 

On Thursday 21st March we will be     
celebrating World Down Syndrome 
Day.  In order to raise awareness we will 
be coming to school in brightly coloured             
mis-matched socks.  We look forward to seeing all 
your odd socks and celebrating this global awareness 
event. 
Miss Staunton, School Learning Council Leader 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

Below are the dates for Mass at Our 
Lady of Gillingham over the Easter    
period: 

 

PALM SUNDAY 14th April: 

Saturday Mass: 6.30pm 

Sunday Mass: 9.30am & 11.30am 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 18th April:  

Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7.30pm 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 19th April:  

(Day of fasting and abstinence) 

Stations of the Cross for children: 10am 

† Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion and Death: 3.15pm 

 

HOLY SATURDAY 20th April: 

EASTER VIGIL MASS:  8pm 

 

EASTER SUNDAY  21st April: 

The Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Mass: 9.30am 

Mass: 11.30am 

COFFEE CLUB 

Our next Coffee Club meet up will be on Friday 29th 
March at 9am. Lexi Cohen, Healthy Weight Advisor, 
will be attending this session to offer parents support 
and advice on all issues concerning children’s weight. 
She will provide information about sugar                  
consumption, healthy eating and recommended     
activity levels. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Mrs Dumbrell, Home School Support Worker 

SCHOOL UNIFORM SALE 

On Tuesday 2nd April we will be holding a sale of     
donated school uniform at the beginning and end of 
the day. Prices will be between £1 and £2. All           
proceeds will go towards our school fund and will    
directly benefit our children. Please come along and 
support the sale and pick up some clean, quality      
uniform at excellent prices for your children. 

Mrs Dumbrell, Home School Support Worker JACQUE EMERY AWARD 

On Friday 15th March, Year 6 children submitted      
entries to The Jacque Emery Award, a writing competi-
tion sponsored by the South East division of Soropti-
mist International. This worldwide organisation is for     
women, and it works through service projects to      
advance the human rights and the status of women. 
They aim to improve the lives of women and girls 
based on Education, Enabling and Empowerment. 

Children were asked to discuss the question:  

 ‘To what extent have women worldwide achieved 
equality?’ 

Local results will be released by 17th April, and the 
‘Winner of Winners’ notified by 13th May.  

The ‘Winner of Winners’ will receive a voucher up to 
the value of £50; the runner-up will receive a voucher 
of £40; and the school with the winning entry will be 
awarded £150. 

Fingers crossed that someone in Oak or Cedar is       
successful! 

Mrs Read, English Leader 

SCHOOL UNIFORM REMINDER 

St Mary’s pupils are recognised by their   
uniform and it is important that they wear it 
correctly so that they look smart for school. 

BOYS: Grey trousers  

Pale blue polo shirt (with logo as an option) 

School sweatshirt with logo 

Black or navy blue shoes 

Optional navy blue fleece with school logo for outdoor use only  

Black or grey socks 

GIRLS: Navy blue skirt or navy blue trousers  

Pale blue polo shirt (with logo as an option)  

School sweatshirt with logo or School cardigan with logo  

Black or navy blue shoes 

Optional navy blue fleece with school logo for outdoor use only 

Navy blue tights or knee length white or navy blue socks 

FOOTWEAR Footwear should be appropriate for school and this 
means no heels as children could injure themselves. 

BOOTS (Including ankle boots or knee high boots) are not part of 
the school uniform and should not be worn. 



FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

All children attending school in Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 2 are entitled to a school meal free of charge. 
However, it is important that you still complete an    
application if your child is eligible for a free school 
meal. Even though your child will receive a school 
meal, if you are receiving any of the benefits listed you 
should still apply as your child’s school will also be    
entitled to extra funding of £1,300 known as pupil          
premium.  If you have children under 19 years old and 
still in full time education, they may be entitled to a 
free school meal if you receive either: 

. Employment and Support Allowance           
(income-related) 

. Income Support 

. Jobseeker’s Allowance (income-based) 

. The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

. Support under part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

. Child Tax Credit 

. Working Tax Credit (run-one paid for 4 weeks after 
you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit) 

. Universal Credit 

All applications need to be completed online.  Any new 
and approved applications will receive a £15 Asda 
voucher. 

www.medway.gov.uk – apply – Free School Meals  
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DONATIONS PLEASE 

The Reception Classes are running low on spare        
underwear and socks, so donations would be greatly           
received. Thank you. 

Mrs Plummer, EYFS Leader 

BOOK WEEK 11th- 15th March 2019 

Thank you to everyone who made this year’s Book Week 
such a wonderful celebration of reading and writing. As 
always, parental support is very much  appreciated and 
our Travelling Book Fair proved as popular as ever. We are 
looking forward to using the commission from sales to  
update and re-stock our library with some favourite titles 
and new recommendations so that is always exciting. 

The school was a hive of activity all week: Dance Work-
shops were led by Right Dance Company; Year 6 had a 
presentation and workshop with the author of ‘WALLS’, 
Emma Fischel; Reception-Year 4 enjoyed storytime with 
Emily Maycock from Gillingham Library; Year 5’s penpal, 
author Sara Grant, delivered special writing workshops; 
M&M Productions gave excellent performances of 
‘Charlotte’s Web’ to the whole school; and 31 staff      
members enjoyed sharing their favourite stories old and 
new wherever space permitted! 

The week ended with a celebratory assembly where     
competition winners and runners-up were announced. 
During the week, children had submitted book cover     
designs on bunting; book themed quizzes had been      
completed; and classroom doors had been decorated. 

CONGRATULATIONS to our bunting winners who each  
received a £5 voucher to spend at the Book Fair: Maja 
(Elm), Olivia (Willow), Regan (Juniper),  Annabelle (Pine) 
and our Runners-Up: Sebastian, Jakub, Louis, Ollie, 
Madhav, Cayla, Alfie, Daniel and Aryan. 

 

Each child who completed a book quiz had their name  
entered into a raffle, also for a £5 voucher. 

 

Congratulations to Megan in Juniper for having the        
winning ticket. 

 

Every class won a book to add to their Book Corners as a 
token of appreciation for working so hard on their        
classroom doors. 

 

Congratulations to overall winners, the children of Yew 
Class, for their ‘Stone Age Boy’ themed entry. 

 

We are already thinking about next year’s event, but don’t 
forget that books are there for celebrating every day in 
every week of every year. Public libraries are free and up 
to 30 books, including audio books, can be borrowed at 
any time once you’ve registered for a library card (also 
FREE!). Enquire about the OverDrive App for your devices 
so that a range of books can be downloaded too. 

 

‘The more that you read, the more things you will know. 
The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go!’  

(Dr Seuss) 

Mrs Read, English Leader 

PTA Movie Nights 

A huge thank you to our PTA for 
organising all the ‘Movie Nights’; 
the children had a great time and 

enjoyed their social time together!   

They raised an amazing £441 to support our pupils!  
Thank you to all who gave up their time each week. 

POLLING DAY 

Please be aware that St Mary’s will be used as a     
Polling Station on Thursday 2nd May for the local  
elections. Therefore the school will be CLOSED for  
children on this day.  

School is back open for children as usual on Friday 3rd 
May 2019. 

http://www.medway.gov.uk
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DANCE WORKSHOPS 

The children have been lucky enough to have 
been involved in dance workshops from The 
Rightstep Dance Company. Each year group 
had a session designed specifically for the 

ages of the children around the theme of ‘Space’. The      
children thoroughly enjoyed this experience and we hope to 
be able to invite The Rightstep Dance Company back in the 
future! 

DANCE COMPETITION 

This year, children from Years 4, 5 and 6 are entering a 
dance competition against other primary schools in the area. 
The children have come up with their own collaborative 
piece and have decided to dance to ‘Never Forget You’ by 
Zara Larsson around the theme of ‘Friendship Feels and 
Fights’. The event will be taking place on the 26th March and 
we all wish them the best of luck.  

They have worked very hard and we are all so proud of 
them!  

Mrs Arnold-Jarvis, PE Leader 

BRIDGE BUILDING AT THE     
ROYAL ENGINEERS MUSEUM 

It was a pleasure to take a group 
of Year 5 pupils to the annual 
Bridge Building Competition at 

the Royal Engineers Museum.   

The children had a fantastic day and learnt all 
about the Royal Engineers and their role. They 
learnt about different bridges and went up 
against other schools in designing and building 
their own bridge to withstand the elements. We 
came fourth out of nine schools but managed to 
build a stronger bridge than the Royal Engineers 
themselves!   

A fun day that was had by all! 

Mrs Eatwell, Design and Technology Leader 

COLLECT FREE DONATIONS FOR OUR SCHOOL WITH ALL 
YOUR ONLINE SHOPPING! 

 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School Supporters and our new 
supporters, who have helped to raise school funds through 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am pleased to inform 
you that so far we have raised £475.02. 

 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to raise 
much needed funds, to support our  curriculum and events 
for the children, throughout the year. 

 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 
3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you have made your 
purchase, the retailer will make a donation to our school at 
no extra cost to you.   

Thank you! 

 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscath

olicprimaryschool1/ 

EASTER HOLIDAYS 

Just a reminder: 

Staff Development Day on Wednesday 3rd 
April when school is closed to children 

We break up for the Easter holidays on: 

Friday 5th April at 2.00pm 

School opens for pupils on:  

TUESDAY 23RD APRIL 

CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S         
SOCIETY 

During this season of Lent 
your child will be bringing 
home a box from the Catholic Children’s Society. 
Please fill the box with a donation for the charity, 
and return it to school.  

PTA  

A big thank you to our PTA, 
who all work extremely hard 
in raising funds, to support 
our pupils at St Mary’s.  Please contact Miss    
Emma Woolley, PTA Chairperson, if you are   
willing to help with the events planned through 
the year.  Further details of upcoming events will 
follow through the year.  All your support is 
greatly appreciated! 
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