
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We have enjoyed a positive start to the year and we look forward the next half of our Spring term!  
I would like to continue building on our successful parent Learning Walks from previous years and next term, I will 
be inviting you to attend a lesson in your child’s class, which continues to embed our whole school approach to 
‘Learning without Limits’, ‘Choice and Challenge’ and Deeper Learning.  During these Learning Walks there will be 
opportunities to see lessons linked to Talk for Reading/Writing, Reciprocal Reading or Maths Mastery.  
 
We would also like to invite you to KS2 Parent Workshops in English and Mathematics on Thursday 28th February 
11-12.30pm.  Both workshops will be planned to update you with aspects of the curriculum and to share our 
approaches to teaching English Grammar and Maths Mastery.  Should you wish to attend any of these events, 
please let the School Office know to secure your place. 
 
Thank you for your continued commitment and support.   
 
Mrs MJ Grabski 
Headteacher 
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Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.                    
And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my             
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you.” 
 

Those who trust in God are like a tree planted by the waterside. 
Such a tree has no worries in time of drought; 

Its foliage stays green, 
And it never ceases to bear fruit. 

Lord, give us the kind of trust in you 
That will sustain us in times of difficulty, 

That will make our lives fruitful, 
And that will keep our hope unfading. 

 

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

If you change address or telephone/mobile 
numbers please inform the office             
immediately.  It is vitally important that we have  
accurate and up to date information so that we are 
able to contact you in an emergency. Please also  
remember to update this information in ParentMail. 

Please also inform the office if you wish to change 
any of the people on your child’s contact list. This 
can be updated at any time at the school office. It is 
important that anyone who may collect your child 
from school in an emergency, is noted on this list. 
Thank you. 

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL / SICKNESS 

If your child is absent from school for any reason 
please telephone the school and choose Option 1, 
which is a dedicated absence line, before 9.00am, 
on their first day of absence to explain why, and everyday 
thereafter. Unfortunately there are a lot of sickness bugs that 
seem to be going around at the moment.  If your child suffers 
from a sickness bug they need to stay away from school for at 
least 24hrs after the last bout of sickness / stomach upset. 
This is because they themselves will still be potentially unwell, 
but also to ensure the bug isn’t passed on. Thank you.                                                  

St Mary’s was very pleased 
to support Place2Be’s    
Children’s Mental Health 
Week 2019, 4-10 February. 

For this year’s theme 
‘Healthy: Inside and Out’, Place2Be encouraged   
children, young people and adults to look after their 
bodies and their minds.   

When we think about healthy living, we tend to     
focus on looking after our bodies – our physical      
wellbeing – through food, being active and getting 
enough sleep.  

However, in order to be healthy overall, it’s            
important that we look after our minds – our mental 
wellbeing – too. Our bodies and minds are actually 
very closely linked, so things that we do to improve 
our physical wellbeing can help our mental wellbeing 
as well. When we take steps to be ‘Healthy: Inside 
and Out’, it helps us to feel better in ourselves, focus 
on what we want to do and deal with difficult times.  

Find more information and share Place2Be’s          
resources for parents, teachers and youth groups at 
www.ChildrensMentalHealthWeek.org.uk   

MEDICINE 

If your child is unwell, and has been            
prescribed medicine by the doctor that needs 
to be taken during the school day, please bring it to the 
school office, where staff will give you a form to complete. 

PLEASE DO NOT GIVE MEDICINE TO YOUR CHILD TO 
BRING INTO SCHOOL THEMSELVES. 

We cannot give tablets or medicine that hasn’t been     
prescribed by a doctor, but if you feel that your child may 
need paracetamol, or something similar during the school 
day, you may come to school to administer this yourself. 

Eco Council 

Our Eco council is formed of four children from each year 
group (Years 1-6). They were voted as Eco councillors by 
their class after making a poster and a short speech. Well 
done to you all on your achievement! 
Year 1 Willow: Mark and Lilly 
Year 1 Holly: Ivan and Chloe 
Year 2 Cherry: Melody and Andrei  
Year 2 Beech: Kadin and Gargi 
Year 3 Yew: Nadia and Joe 
Year 3 Maple: Tolu and Lydia 
Year 4 Poplar: Leo and Brielle 
Year 4 Juniper: Obi and Ugo 
Year 5 Pine: Rohan and Katriona 
Year 5 Birch: Jack and Emily 
Year 6 Cedar: Aryan and Kate 
Year 6 Oak: Maks and Vera 
As part of working towards our Eco Schools Award we  
invite parents or governors to join our Eco Council 
meetings which happen about twice a month. We would 
love to hear your ideas. If you are interested in coming to 
our meetings, please let the office staff know. Thank you.  
Mrs Reddin-Tasker, Green School Lead 

COFFEE CLUB 
These parent led meet ups are designed for all of our 
parents at St Mary’s. Our aim is to provide an              
opportunity to come together to discuss issues, share 
problems and offer one another advice and support. 
Our next Coffee Club is on Friday 1st March at 9am and 
we have Tracey Huzzey joining us from Carers First. 
Tracey is a Parent Carer Family Worker who will share 
how this wonderful organisation can offer support to 
anyone who is caring for a family member or friend. 
There will be an opportunity to speak to Tracey within a 
group as well as privately during this session. 
Please come along and join us if you can. Everyone is 
welcome! 
 
Sophie Dumbrell, Home School Support Worker 

javascript:void(0)
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CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 

During this season of Lent your 
child will be bringing home a box 
from the Catholic Children’s Society. Please fill the 
box with a donation for the charity, and return it to 
school. Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

LENT 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on 6th March when 
we will celebrate with a whole school Mass led by   
Father Sean. 

SIGNALONG TRAINING 

As part of our continued rolling programme of              
professional development and to foster inclusion and 
communication, lunchtime supervisors as well as other 
staff will have the opportunity to take part in Signalong 
training across the next two terms of school. Following on 
from this, selected staff will be attending more intensive 
training. We aim to include these strategies to support all 
pupils, not exclusively those with speech and language 
difficulties. 

Mrs Julie Deeks, Inclusions Leader 

PASSION PLAY 

On Tuesday 2nd and Thursday 4th 
April Year 3 & Year 4 will be         
performing the Passion of Christ.            
Admission will be by ticket only.   
The performance on Tuesday 2nd 
April will be for adults and           
pre-school children.  The performance on      
Thursday 4th April will be for adults only. 

A letter detailing how to request tickets will be 
sent home nearer the time. 

KS1 & KS2 SATS MEETINGS 
On Wednesday 13th February at 4.00pm we will be 
inviting Y2 parents to find out more about the KS1 
SATs.  

Y6 parents are also invited to find out more about KS2 
SATs on Wednesday 13th February at 5.00pm.  

Letters for these meetings have been sent home. If 
you haven’t already returned your slip, do please 
come along anyway. It will be great to see you there. 
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BAD WEATHER PROCEDURES 

Unfortunately a bad winter is predicted.  If we have very bad weather during the winter e.g. snow, 
the school may have to be closed.  This happens very rarely, but if we need to close school, this is the 
procedure: 

 Decisions will usually be made on the day of closure 

 If school is due to close it will be announced on one of the local radio stations - BBC Kent and 
KMFM.  We cannot announce that we are open unless there is a change to the opening time 

 Information on the Website/Twitter will be updated.  The school will also notify parents by ParentMail and 
text 

 Announcements will be made regularly or will be on the radio website.  Please note it sometimes takes a 
while before our information is broadcast, particularly if a large number of the other schools are also 
affected by the weather 

Please keep this in a safe place in case the weather is forecast to be cold. 

POLLING DAY 

Please be aware that St Mary’s will be used as a  
Polling Station on Thursday 2nd May for the local 
elections. Therefore the school will be CLOSED for  
children on this day.  

School is back open for children as usual on Friday 
3rd May 2019. 

SCOUTS FOUNDER’S DAY 

Friday 22nd February is Founder’s Day 
when Scouts throughout the world         
remember Robert Baden Powell, the 
founder of Scouting, on his birthday. This year the 
date falls during our half term break, however it 
would be fantastic if pupils could wear their Cub, 
Scout, Brownie and Girl Guide uniforms to school 
on Monday 25th February to recognise this day.  
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FS1/KS1 ASSEMBLY TIMETABLE 

Friday 15th February WILLOW CLASS ASSEMBLY 

Friday 1st March  CHERRY CLASS ASSEMBLY 

Friday 8th March ELM CLASS ASSEMBLY 

Friday 22nd March BEECH CLASS ASSEMBLY 

Friday 29th March ASH CLASS ASSEMBLY 

All assemblies  start at 9.15am in the School Hall.  
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PARENTS’ CONSULTATION EVENING YR-Y6 

Our Spring Consultation Evening will be held over 2 
sessions which gives you more choice.  At these       
sessions the teachers will have the opportunity to 
share your child’s progress. These meetings will be on 
either: 

Thursday 14th March from 4.00 - 6.00pm or 

Thursday 21st March from 6.00 - 8.00pm 

This evening is for parents only, please arrange for   
suitable childcare.  Further information about                  
appointments will be sent nearer the time. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

PTA  

A big thank you to our PTA, who all 
work extremely hard in raising funds, 
to support our pupils at St Mary’s.  
Please contact Miss Emma Woolley, PTA Chairperson, 
if you are willing to help with the events planned 
through the year.  Further details of upcoming events 
will follow through the year.  All your support is greatly 
appreciated. 

Collect FREE donations for our school with all your 
online shopping! 

 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School  Supporters and our 
new supporters, who have helped to raise school 
funds through www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am 
pleased to inform you that so far we have raised 
£463.74. 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to 
raise much needed funds, to support our  curriculum 
and events for the children, throughout the year. 

 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 
3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you have made 
your purchase, the retailer will make a donation to our 
school at no extra cost to you.   

Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarys

catholicprimaryschool1/ 

MATHS WORKSHOP  

On Tuesday 29th January 2019 St Mary’s hosted a 
Maths Workshop Day for some of our Year 1 and 2                         
Mathematicians.  The Maths Workshops are always a 
huge success and we were delighted that children 
from local schools were able to join us. This was an 
exciting day where the children worked with Pete Hall, 
a Maths Specialist who has led workshops for children 
in schools Nationally and Internationally. Pete's    
workshops are always full of exciting and challenging    
problem-solving activities. 

Miss Staunton, Mathematics Leader  

READING WITH YOUR CHILD 

A reminder to parents about the           
importance of reading with your child 
every day. It only needs to be for 10 
minutes but really benefits your child. 

ATTENDANCE 

A big thank you to all parents and carers who are   
consistently getting your children to school on time in 
the mornings ready to learn!  

Being on time for school is the best way to start the 
day for your child. They can catch up with the friends 
whilst coming in, get themselves ready to start the 
day and begin their learning straight away. 

Please remember that the legal responsibility for     
ensuring pupils attend school regularly and punctually 
rests with parents/carers. 

Sophie Dumbrell, Home School Support Worker 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
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Half Term 

School closes for Half Term on Friday 15th       
February at the normal finish time. We reopen 
for children on Monday 25th February 2019. 

500 WORDS COMPETITION 

We are delighted to announce the return of the BBC 
Radio 2 500 words competition which opened again on 
29th January this year and will run until midnight on 
8th March. It’s super simple. All entrants must pen an 
original story, no more than 500 words in length, and 
submit it via the online form on the website. It can be 
about ANYTHING you want – space-ships, grannies, 
insects, microwaves. The list is endless! 

There are two age groups in the 500 Words              
competition - one for children aged 5-9, and another 
for children aged 10-13. 

We hope there will be lots of entrants this year from   
St Mary’s. Head over to https://www.bbc.co.uk/
programmes/p00rfvk1 

for more details, and don’t forget to bring a copy of 
your uploaded story into school to share with us! 

Good luck everyone! 

Mrs Read, English Leader 
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Safer Internet Day 2019 was celebrated globally on 
Tuesday 5th February 2019, with the theme “Together 
for a better internet”.  Children can get access to the 
internet in lots of ways, via games, phones, tablets and 
laptops, so it is important that all we all think about 
ways of keeping their children safe online. As a school 
we will be providing all parents with information     
outlining ways to keep your children safe. This will   
include ideas for talking to your children about their 
internet use.  Guidance can also be obtained from 
www.internetmatters.org and www.thinkuknow.co.uk 
Please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Grabski, 
Headteacher and Designated Safeguarding Lead, to 
discuss any help you may need or concerns that you 
may have. 

BOOK WEEK 

It’s that time of year when we begin to get 
excited about our plans for Book Week. 

M&M Productions will be visiting us again, 
this time with a performance of Charlotte’s 
Web on Thursday 14th March. We have had 
some spectacular shows in the past: The 
Hobbit and Alice In Wonderland, and it’s a 

wonderfully professional performance with all the sets 
and lighting as if we were in the theatre itself. There 
will be a charge of £3 per child to help towards the 
cost of this. 

We will also be hosting visits from authors Emma 
Fischel and Sara Grant. Sara Grant is currently our Year 
5 pen-pal so it’s brilliant that she has found time in her 
busy schedule to deliver some workshops. We are also 
hoping for Dance workshops, and story times with our 
Medway librarians, as well as a few competitions with 
prizes up for grabs. 

As usual, we will be selling books after school during 
Book Week from Monday - Thursday 3.30pm - 4.00pm, 
courtesy of Travelling Books. We appreciate your     
support with this, as all funds raised go towards new 
titles for our school library. 

There will be no book themed dress up; however, 
WORLD BOOK DAY falls in the previous week, so we 
ask that children dress up as a favourite book          
character on Thursday 7th March for £1. In return,  
children will receive a raffle ticket and be entered into 
a prize draw.  

 

DIARY DATES 

Thursday 7th March: WORLD BOOK DAY dress up £1 

Monday 11th March: Book Week/Book Fair 

Tuesday 12th March: Author Visit/Book Fair 

Wednesday 13th March: Author Visit/Book Fair 

Thursday 14th March: M&M Production of Charlotte’s 
Web/Book Fair 

Friday 15th March: Whole School Story time with              
St Mary’s Staff 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs Read, English Leader 

SCHOOL NURSE 

We had our first liaison session with our School Nurse, 
Dawn Smith, on Monday 4th February which proved 
very useful for parents as well as adults within school 
who needed advice. 

Dawn is due in next on March 4th from 9:30am-
11:30am. If you would like to meet with her please call 
to book an appointment.  

Sophie Dumbrell, Home School Support Worker 
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FEBRUARY 

18th – 22nd HALF TERM WEEK 

25th School opens for pupils 

28th Year 3 & 4 Movie Night 3.30—5pm 

MARCH 

5th Shrove Tuesday 

6th Ash Wednesday—Whole School Mass 

7th World Book Day—Dress up day 
Year 5 & 6 Movie Night 3.30—5pm 

10th 1st Sunday of Lent 

11th – 15th BOOK WEEK 

12th Author visit—Emma Fischel 
KS1 Choir Festival—Central Theatre 

13th Author visit – Sara Grant 
KS2 Choir Festival—Central Theatre 

14th M&M Productions 
Open Evening 4-6pm Parent/Teacher Consultations 

15th BBC Children in Need 

17th 2nd Sunday of Lent 

19th St Joseph’s Feast Day 

21st Downs Syndrome Day—Odd Socks 
Open Evening 6-8pm Parent/Teacher Consultations 

24th 3rd Sunday of Lent 

25th The Annunciation 

31st 4th Sunday of Lent – Mothering Sunday 

APRIL 

2nd Years 3 & 4 Passion Play for Parents 

3rd  INSET DAY—School Closed for Pupils 

4th   Years 3 & 4 Passion Play for Parents (adults only) 

5th School closes 2pm 

7th 5th Sunday of Lent 

8th – 18th EASTER BREAK 

14th Palm Sunday 

15th – 19th Holy Week 

18th Maundy Thursday 

19th Good Friday 

21st Easter Sunday 

22nd Easter Monday 

23rd School opens for pupils 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

A list of the main events planned for next term is shown below: 


