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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

During this season of Advent, the children have had opportunities to reflect, through meditations and prayer, in 
preparation for Christmas.   

This has also been a very exciting and special time for the children, as they have taken part in their Nativities and 
in sharing the message of Christmas.  It has been a privilege to see such wonderful Nativities across the school.  

I would like to thank you for your continued commitment and support.   

On behalf of the staff and governors, I wish you a happy and peaceful Christmas. 

Mrs Maureen Grabski 

Headteacher 

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 

              “Prepare the Way of the Lord!” Luke 3:4 

 

Advent is a season of preparation not just for Christmas, but for Jesus’ return too. We don’t 
know exactly when Jesus will return; but we need to be prepared.  

Before Jesus started his ministry, John the Baptist was sent by God to prepare people.  

“Imagine a king was coming to visit your village, but the road into the village was covered in 
potholes and bumps. What would you do?” 

Someone in the crowd answered, “I’d fill in the potholes and smooth over every bump, so 
the king had a nice easy journey into the village.” 

“Exactly!” said John, “Your heart is like that road, covered in potholes and bumps. You need to change your hearts 
and prepare yourself for the Lord, because he’s coming!” John told people that the way to change their hearts was 
to say sorry and ask for God’s forgiveness. 

The journey to prepare our hearts for Jesus will last a lifetime, but Advent offers us all an opportunity to reflect on 
how our journey is going. 

 

The lights have come on in our streets and in in our homes in preparation for Christmas. 

Light is a very appropriate symbol of Christmas. 

The coming of the Saviour is described in the Scriptures as the coming of a great light,  

a light that no darkness can overpower. 

Lord, may we welcome you as the light of the world. 

May your light shine in our hearts and be reflected in our words and deeds this Christmas. 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.pinimg.com%2F236x%2Fef%2F2e%2Fbd%2Fef2ebd09876d2b4bb4f8b08afa7f21a0--advent-hope-hope-love.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F259379259762657351%2F&docid=I9OJICRzRZLKEM&tbnid=Omjvu


CHRISTMAS CHOIR 

After weeks of practising our readings and 
songs, our senior choir visited Rochester        
Cathedral on Wednesday 5th December to take part in the 
annual schools’ Carol Service. They had a fantastic day 
joining voices with the other schools to create a very    
festive atmosphere. Our children behaved beautifully and 
were a real credit to St Mary’s. Everyone left feeling very 
full of Christmas cheer. A huge well done to our children 
who sang and read beautifully. Thank you to Miss Brown 
and all who helped on the day. 

PTA CAKE COMPETITION AND  

SECRET SANTA ROOM 

Thank you for all the cakes that were made 
and donated to the PTA Cake Competition 
earlier this month.  There was a mouth watering selection 
and the individual class winners are listed below: 

 

NURSERY   Amy  

ASH   Kayleigh   

ELM   Joseph  

HOLLY   Frank    

WILLOW  Olivia   

CHERRY  Albert   

BEECH   Jakub  

MAPLE   Harmony  

YEW   Marek   

POPLAR  Lizzie   

JUNIPER  Jacob  

PINE   Mia R  

BIRCH   Natalia   

OAK   Joshua   

CEDAR   Clare      

 

   

The PTA would also like to thank you for supporting the 
PTA Christmas Fayre and the Secret Santa Room. The 
afternoon was a great success and they raised £725.88!  

The PTA Discos also raised an impressive £544.22. We are 
incredibly lucky to have such an active and             hard-
working PTA.  

Our sincere thanks go out to all the PTA members who 
give their time freely and work so hard for our children 
and our school.  

Well done to our PTA!! 

RECEPTION ADMISSIONS  

The closing date for Reception applications is       
15th January 2019. A place in our Nursery does not 
guarantee a place in Reception, and even if your 
child has a current place in the Nursery you must 
apply separately for a place in Reception.  Medway 
Council would like to encourage all parents/carers of        
children resident in Medway to submit their school 
application online. Applying online offers you a 
quick, easy and secure option for submitting your 
application. You can apply online at:  
www.medway.gov.uk/onlineadmissions 

NEW BEGINNINGS 

In January, we are pleased to welcome our newly            

appointed Assistant Headteacher Mrs Bennett.  

We also welcome Miss Johnson to Year 3,              

Mrs Bushnell to Year 4 and Mr Speziale to Year 5.  

At the end of this term, we say farewell to Miss    

Adams who has decided to take a break from    

teaching; Miss Jessup who is taking up a part-time 

teaching position in a Secondary school; Mrs Julian, 

who is moving on to a new position with the Kent 

Fire Service and Ms Molinari who is leaving to have 

her second baby.  

On behalf of the school community, we thank them 

for their hard work and contribution to St Mary’s and 

we wish them all the best for the future.     

        

I am extremely pleased to inform you that we 
have been awarded a Quality Mark Award for 
Early Years in recognition of our improving    
provision, practice and performance.   

A huge thank you and congratulations to our 
Early Years Team! 



SICKNESS 

If your child is suffering from sickness and tummy 
upsets it is important that they stay away from 
school for a minimum of 24 hours. They can return 
to school once they are well again and have eaten 
and had a drink without being sick again. Thank 
you. 

LOST PROPERTY 

We have numerous items in Lost Property. Please        

ensure all items are named clearly so that if they 

are found they can be returned promptly to their 

rightful owner. This includes lunch boxes too. 

Please ask your children to come and claim their  

belongings. All unclaimed and unnamed items will 

be disposed of during the Christmas break. Thank 

you. 

ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY 

At St Mary’s Catholic Primary School we 
committed to ensuring all children      
progress well and are able to build strong 

friendship groups. To promote these aims, every 
child is expected to have an attendance of 96% or 
above. 

Currently we are focussed on improving lateness. 
Making sure that your child is at school and ready to 
learn at the correct time is very important. If your 
child is 5 minutes late to school each day this is 
equivalent to 3 days lost over one full academic year! 

In order to promote good time keeping in the    
mornings our Attendance Advisory Officer, Sam     
Karnovski, alongside our Home School Support  
Worker, Sophie Dumbrell, will be carrying out a ‘Late 
Gate’ next term. Together they will be able to speak 
to  parents who are bringing their children to school 
late to discuss the importance of being on time and 
the negative effects lateness can have on your      
children. They will also be able to discuss any barriers 
which are preventing you getting your children to 
school on time and look for possible solutions.  

Should you be having any difficulties with regard to 
attendance or punctuality, please feel free to contact 
our Home School Support Worker for a discussion. 

Sophie Dumbrell, Home School Support Worker 

CHILDREN IN NEED 

On Friday 16th November 2018 
the children helped to raise mon-
ey for BBC Children In Need. 
Thank you to all those who took 
part in their own different way 
by wearing spotty clothes or pyjamas! We were 
able to raise a fantastic £352.37. Thanks again to           
everyone for their kind donations.  

Miss Staunton, School Learning Council Lead 

DROPPING OFF CHILDREN TO SCHOOL 

Please be reminded that children must not be 
dropped off at the school gates before 8.30am in 
the morning as there is no supervision at this time 
in the morning. School gates open at 8.30am and 
children may wait on the playground from then. 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 

Fr Sean extends his best wishes at 
Christmas time and invites you to 
attend the Christmas celebrations 
and Masses in the Parish which are 
listed below: 

 

Monday 24th December      

Mass of the Vigil of Christmas                
6.00pm 

(this fulfils your obligation of coming to Mass on      
Christmas Day, and includes a Nativity Play)   

Christmas Carols              
11.30pm 

followed by Midnight Mass  

Tuesday 25th December  

Mass         9.30am & 11.30am 

CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCES 

I am very proud of all the       
children who have worked so 
hard preparing for their          
performances to share the 
Christmas message with you. I know you will be 
very proud too. This year all monies raised at our 
performances will be used to support our charity 
World Vision. Thank you for your generosity. 



FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

All children attending school in Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 2 are entitled to a school meal free of charge.  

 

However, it is important that you still complete an     
application if your child is eligible for a free school meal. 

 

Even though your child will receive a school meal, if you 
are receiving any of the benefits listed you should still 
apply as your child’s school will also be entitled to extra 
funding of £1,300 known as pupil premium.  

 

If you have children under 19 years old and still in full 
time education, they may be entitled to a free school 
meal if you receive either:  

 

 

. Employment and Support Allowance                    
(ncome-related)  

 

. Income Support 

  

. Jobseeker’s Allowance (income based) 

 

. The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit  

 

. Support under Pt VI of the Immigration and Asy-
lum  Act   1999  

     

. Child Tax Credit  

 

. Working Tax Credit run-one paid for 4 weeks 
after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit  

 

. Universal Credit  

 

All applications need to be completed online: 

www.medway.gov.uk – apply – free school meals. 

BAD WEATHER PROCEDURES 

Unfortunately a bad winter is predicted.  If we have 
very bad weather during the winter e.g. snow, the 
school may have to be closed.  This 
happens very rarely, but if we need to 
close school, this is the procedure: 

 Decisions will usually be made on 
the day of closure 

 If school is due to close it will be 
announced on one of the local radio stations - 
BBC Kent and KMFM.  We cannot announce 
that we are open unless there is a change to 
the opening time 

 Information on the Website/Twitter will be 
updated.  The school will also notify parents by 
Parentmail and text 

 Announcements will be made regularly or will 
be on the radio website.  Please note it 
sometimes takes a while before our information 
is broadcast, particularly if a large number of 
the other schools are also affected by the 
weather 

Please keep this in a safe place as the weather 
forecast is for it to be very cold into next year. 

HOLIDAY REQUESTS 

We would like to remind all parents and carers 
that holiday leave should not be taken during the 
school term due to the disruption caused to your 
child’s learning. Requests for leave should be 
made in advance in writing at least two weeks , 
preferably a month, prior to the date. Parents 
will receive written confirmation of their request 
within 10 days. Leave will only be granted in    
exceptional circumstances and this will be at the 
discretion of the Headteacher. You may be asked 
to attend a meeting to discuss the reasons        
behind and nature of your holiday request. 

CHILDREN’S HEALTH SERVICES AT                  
SNAPDRAGONS 

We are aware of the difficulties parents have 
been having contacting Snapdragons and the   
delays in processing referrals. Please be advised 
that the phone number has changed to           
0300 123 5005 and our advice would be to     
persevere when trying to contact the service. 

Julie Deeks – Inclusions Leader 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwijp7b_z6vfAhWp4IUKHSlyCHgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bwschool.org.uk%2Fabout%2Ffree-school-meals%2F&psig=AOvVaw10Sril7mIin5ell4yr_m3D&ust=1545299664212153


PARKING CONCERNS AND COMPLAINTS 
Parking around the school, dropping off or          
collecting children continues to be a serious   
problem.   
As you are aware, there is significant congestion in 
Greenfield Road and Railway Street on a daily    
basis, which is  causing safety issues for all our 
children.   
We have also received complaints from the local 
Akhurst Builders who are based adjacent to the 
entrance to Greenfield Road.  
I appreciate that it can be difficult to park near the 
school but we are fortunate to be able to use the 
Church carpark, to alleviate this problem and I 
thank parents who are already  using this facility.  
Parking permits are also available from the school 
office which enable you to park in the station car 
park for a limited time. 
I ask that you please park and drive considerately 
during peak school drop-off/pick-up times and  
also with due regard for the safety of all              
pedestrians. There are yellow lines and zig-zag 
lines in both streets identifying areas where    
parking is not permitted and this is also to ensure 
the safety for everyone. 
Cars parked illegally will continue to be monitored 
and reported to the local police, who monitor this, 
together with the local council. 
I hope that we can all take responsibility and work  
together in ensuring access to our school stays 
safe. 
I ask for your continued co-operation and support 
with this matter.   

COFFEE MORNING 

Our next Coffee Morning is 
scheduled for Friday 8th Febru-
ary at 9.15am and the theme will 
be Children’s Health. We will be 
providing information about  
having regular health checks and the current      
referral procedures. We will also have a selection 
of information available about healthy eating and 
have menus to give away. We are hoping that we 
will also have a Healthy Weight Advisor for Young 
People in attendance to offer support and advice. 

Please come along and support the event. 

Sophie Dumbrell, Home School Support Worker 

Collect FREE donations for our school with all 
your online shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School  Supporters and 
our new supporters, who have helped to raise 
school funds through 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am pleased to 
inform you that so far we have raised £430.62! 

 

Please spread the word so that we can continue 
to raise much needed funds, to support our     
curriculum and events for the children, through-
out the year. 

 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any 
of the 3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you 
have made your purchase, the retailer will make 
a donation to our school at no extra cost to you.   

Thank you! 

 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/st

maryscatholicprimaryschool1/ 

Free Trial Session and £40 discount 
at Perform 

Popular children's drama and dance school is 
offering a Free Trial Session and a special            
introductory discount of £40 for members of     
St Mary's Catholic Primary if they sign up by          
Saturday 19th January. Parents should quote 
SMRA190119 when they book their free session 
by going to perform.org.uk/try or calling           
020 7255 9120. 

You can find out more about the classes at                          
perform.org.uk/try 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.perform.org.uk/portal/new-contact
https://www.perform.org.uk/freedramaclass?trk=cHNjX2lkPTEwMDYzMjkmZG9jX2lkPTM3MyZtZV9pZD0wJnRleHQ9Qm9va2JhZyBkaWdpdGFsJmRhdGU9Tm92IDI5IDIwMTggMTE6NTJBTQ~~


The teachers and staff at St Mary’s wish you all a very  

Merry Christmas and a  
Happy New Year! 

 

END OF TERM 

School closes at 2pm on Thursday 20th December and starts again on Monday 7th January 2019 

 SCHOOL TERM DATES - SEPTEMBER 2018-JULY 2019 

 

Term 1  INSET  Friday 31st August 2018  

Start  Monday 3rd September 2018   

Finish  Friday 19th October 2018   

Autumn Break  Monday 22nd October to Fri-
day 26th October 2018  

 

Term 2  Start  Monday 29th October 2018  

Finish  Thursday 20th December 2018   

 INSET  Friday 21st December 2018  

Christmas Break  Monday 24th December 2018 
to Friday 4th January 2019  

 

Term 3  Start  Monday 7th January 2019  

Finish  Friday 15th February 2019   

February Break  Monday 18th February to Fri-
day 22nd February 2019  

 

Term 4  Start  Monday 25th February 2019  

 INSET  Wednesday 3rd April 2019  

Finish  Friday 5th April 2019   

Spring Break  Monday 8th April to Thursday 
18th April 2019  

 

Good Friday  Friday 19th April 2019   

Easter Monday  Monday 22nd April 2019   

Term 5  Start  Tuesday 23rd April 2019  

May Bank Holiday  Monday 6th May 2019   

Finish  Friday 24th May 2019   

May Break  Monday 27th May to Friday 
31st May 2019  

 

Term 6  Start  Monday 3rd June 2019  

 INSET  Friday 28th June 2019  

Finish  Friday 19th July 2019   

 INSET  Monday 22nd July 2019  

Term 1  Start  September 2019  


