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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

This term continues to be very positive and exciting, enriched with a variety of events ranging from author visits, 
competitions, fundraising, educational visits and class trips linked to class topics.  

Monday 12th—16th November was National Anti-Bullying Week coordinated by the Anti-Bullying Alliance.         
Anti-Bullying Week shines a light on bullying, sending a clear and positive message that it is neither acceptable nor    
inevitable in our schools and communities. 

The theme this year is ‘Choose Respect’ with the aim to understand: 

 The definition of respect 

 That bullying is a behaviour choice  

 That we can respectfully disagree with each other ie. we don’t have to be best friends or always agree with 
each other but we do have to respect each other 

 That we all need to choose to respect each other both face to face and online 

St Mary’s recognises that this focus should not be for one week and is committed to long-term sustainable 
measures to prevent and deal with any form of bullying behaviour, working together with children and parents to 
address this important issue. 

We look forward to all the wonderful Christmas activities this term beginning with our Christmas Fayre on Friday 
30th November 3.30pm—5.30pm, organised by our wonderful PTA.  We look forward to seeing you all there!   

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Mrs Maureen Grabski 
Headteacher 

Christ the King 
 

Pilate summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world.”   John 18:33, 36 

 
The Kingdom Jesus is talking about is the Kingdom of Heaven.  No matter who we are or what we have done, Jesus 
offers us forgiveness, love, welcome and an invitation to a personal relationship with him.  All we have to do is ask 
Jesus to be the King of our hearts. 
 

Lord Jesus, your Kingdom is a Kingdom of truth and life.  Lord have mercy 
Your Kingdom is a Kingdom of holiness and grace.  Christ have mercy 

Your Kingdom is a Kingdom of justice, love and peace.  Lord have mercy 
 
 

Dear Jesus, 
I invite you to be the King of my heart. 

Help me to follow your ways and live well in your Kingdom. 
Amen 

 
 

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 
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PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE TO CHILD PROTECTION 
AND SAFETY, NO PHOTOGRAPHS OR VIDEOS CAN 

BE TAKEN DURING PERFORMANCES AND             
ASSEMBLIES AT SCHOOL. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION. 

CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE TICKETS 

The children will be starting to work hard 
to prepare their Christmas Nativity for 
you.  Entrance to the performances will 
be by ticket only so that we can control numbers 
for health & safety reasons.   

If you would like tickets please could you fill out the 
ticket request form that your child will bring home 
nearer the time.  Please note tickets will be          
allocated on a first come first served basis and all 
request forms should be returned to the office by 
Friday 30th November at the latest. 

No photos or videos will be allowed during the 
performances.  We will be taking photos of the  
children and these will be on display on the day of 
the performances and they can be purchased for 
50p each which covers our costs.  A DVD can be 
purchased for £6.  DVDs should be for personal use 
only. 

Mrs Charles will be selling raffle tickets at the     
performances in the school hall.  All monies will be 
donated to World Vision.  I know that you will be as 
generous as you can.  

CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE DATES 
 

 

YEAR 1 & YEAR 2 NATIVITY 

We have arranged for 2 performances this year. Tickets 
will be limited to 2 per family, but we ask that no one 
attends more than once, so that everyone has a chance 
to attend.  

1. Performance on Tuesday 11th December 2pm 

Those parents with pre-school children are invited to this 
performance.  Please note that your child may be asked 
to sit on your lap if the hall is full. 

2. Performance on Wednesday 12th December 2pm 

Adults Only No pre-school children will be allowed at this 
performance. 

 

YEAR R NATIVITY 

This will be at 2pm on Friday 7th December.    
Tickets will be limited to 2 per family.  Pre-school          

children are welcome to attend but we ask that they sit 
on your laps so that we have enough seats for adults. 

 

CHRISTMAS NATIVITY YEAR 5 & YEAR 6 

Parents with children in Year 5 and Year 6 are 
welcome to join our celebration in church on  

Thursday 13th December at 2pm.  Tickets are not neces-
sary for this, however we will be having a collection for a 
local  children’s charity if you are able to contribute. 

 

USED IT EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 

We have a number of hardware items for sale, all are clean, serviced and  working but will have no guarantee.  
If you are interested can you please contact the School Office. 

2 x Hitachi CPX-340 Projectors @ £25 each 

2 x Hitachi EDX-3400 Projectors @ £25 each 

1 x Hitachi CPX-345 Projector @ £25 each 

                                                                                                  2 x Panasonic PT-LM1E Projectors @ £20 each 

 
10 x Sets of Dell A215 Stereo Speakers @ £4 each 

 

 

                                                              3 x Sets of Trust 1725 Stereo Speakers @ £10 each 

 

 

10 x Dell 17” TFT LCD Monitors with cables @ £8 each 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiAzovi5djeAhXJy4UKHXc0AGMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.acculaw.com/dell-17-lcd-flat-panel-monitor.aspx&psig=AOvVaw2IxwDwPSB-WE8uLU75uLxK&ust=1542453633620145


CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

St Mary’s Christmas Lunch is scheduled 
for Tuesday 18th December.  Please 
note there will be no cash café for KS2 
pupils on this day.  Because the 
Christmas Lunch is so popular, our Cook will be writing 
to you shortly so that we can make sure enough food 
is ordered for the children.  As this is a special occasion 
and the kitchen staff are particularly busy, we ask that 
all payments are made in advance, as staff will not 
have time to handle money on that day. 

PTA SECRET ROOM 

Please join the PTA in the hall after school on Friday 30th 
November to celebrate Christmas. There will be cakes 
on sale from the cake competition earlier that day, and    
refreshments and raffle tickets. There will be stalls        
outside in the KS1 playground and the children will be 
able to purchase presents in the popular secret room! 

DON’T FORGET TO BAKE SOME CAKES FOR THE 

CAKE COMPETITION ON FRIDAY 30th NOVEMBER  

 

 

CLASS CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

Class Christmas Parties are scheduled for the 

afternoon of Wednesday 19th December.  
Please send in a small selection of party food 
such as crisps, sausage rolls, cakes for the children to     
enjoy.  Our thanks go to the PTA who have donated 
money for prizes.  Children can wear their party clothes 
all day for this occasion.       

PARENTS’ CONSULTATION EVENING 

Thank you to all the parents and carers who 
were able to arrange child care and come along 
to Parents Evening on Thursday 8th November.  
I hope you all found it a supportive evening. 

CHILDREN IN NEED 

On Friday 16th November St Mary’s     
supported Children in Need. Each class 
decided on their own way to raise     
money with some children deciding to 
come to school wearing pyjamas whilst others have 
organised raffles. The School Learning Councillors 
have helped to organise the event and would like to 
say a huge thank you to everyone for their support 
and donations.                                                               
Mrs Staunton, School Learning Council Leader 

PTA SCHOOL DISCOS 

The PTA will be organising Christmas Disco’s for the   
children on Thursday 6th December.  The times are as 
follows: 

  Reception   3.30 - 4.00pm 

  Y1, Y2 & Y3   4.15 - 5.15pm 

  Y4, Y5 & Y6   5.30 - 6.30pm 

 

Details about the costs for this event will be given to you 
by the PTA nearer the time. 

Children will need to go home to get changed and then 
come back to school for the disco. Parents of Reception 
children will be able to get there children ready at 
school. 
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COFFEE MORNING 

We are aiming to hold regular 
Coffee Mornings throughout the 
school year, in which different 
themes will be discussed such as   
e-safety and healthy eating. Our Coffee       
Mornings are for all of our parents and will be 
held within St Mary’s Catholic Primary School. 
The next coffee morning will be on Friday 30th 
November from 9.15am and the theme will be 
an Introduction to roles within the school and 
also Anti-Bullying.   

We look forward to seeing you all!  

Home School Support, SENCo and Place2Be 

POET BRIAN MOSES VISIT 

On Monday 12th November, we enjoyed a visit from 
the poet Brian Moses. He gave the school a           
percussion-fuelled performance of some of his best 
loved poems, then worked with Years 5 and 6       
delivering poetry workshops marking the centenary 
of the end of World War One. The children were 
inspired by his ideas and his enthusiasm, and they 
produced some beautiful writing. Brian has kindly 
donated a copy of  ‘Lost Magic, The Very Best of   
Brian Moses’ to our school library, so remind your 
children to look out for it. 

Mrs Read, English Leader 



Collect FREE donations for our school with all your 
online shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School  Supporters and 
our new supporters, who have helped to raise 
school funds through www.easyfundraising.org.uk 
and I am pleased to inform you that so far we have 
raised £414.93! 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to 
raise much needed funds, to support our curricu-
lum and events for the children, throughout the 
year. 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of 
the 3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you 
have made your purchase, the retailer will make a 
donation to our school at no extra cost to you.  
Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stma

ryscatholicprimaryschool1/ 
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STORYBOOK PUMPKIN 

COMPETITION 

This month, staff demonstrated their                 
artistic talents and entered our Storybook 
Pumpkin Competition to help raise funds 
towards Book Week being held early next 
year. Thank you to all who participated, 
and special thanks to all those children 
who voted for their favourite one with a 
£1 donation. Mrs Shepherd won for the second year 
in a row with her wonderful Pumpkin Kittens,         
followed closely by Miss Staunton’s Captain            
Underpants. Well done to Harry in Yew class who 
had the lucky raffle ticket and won a £5 voucher. 
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ATTENDANCE 

On Thursday 15th November 
the whole school’s         
attendance was recorded as 
being 96.86%. However there have been 568 
lates before the registers close since the       
beginning of this school year, and this must be    
improved. Lateness has a negative impact on 
your child. It can disrupt lessons, affect 
achievement and embarrass/upset your child.  

It also adds up to loss of learning:  

* 5 minutes late every day adds up to 3 days lost 
each year  

* 10 minutes adds up to 6 days lost each year  

* 15 minutes adds up to 10 days lost each year  

* 20 minutes adds up to 13 days lost each year  

* 30 minutes adds up to 19 days lost each year  

* Being on time means not missing out! 

Please talk to Mrs Sophie Dumbrell, our Home-
School Support Worker, if you need any     
support with this matter. 

ABSENCE 

May we remind you that when your child is 
absent, you must phone in daily to let us 
know the reasons for their absence and what 
medical advice has been given or is going to 
be sought. In cases where your child is expected to be off 
for a certain amount of time, for example, for 2 weeks 
after an operation, please let us know in advance of the 
absence dates and also update us midway to let us know 
how they are.  

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to 
contact Mrs Dumbrell, Home-School Support Worker 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/


MEDICINE 

We are unable to administer medicine 
in school unless it is prescribed by a 
doctor. 

If your child needs to take prescribed medicine 
during school hours please fill out a form at the 
school office and hand it to the office with the     
medicine.   

Medicine MUST be handed into the school office 
by an adult and must not be kept in school bags 
with the children. 

Parents are welcome to come to school to              
administer non-prescribed medicine to their           
children.  Please let the School Office know if 
this is your intention. 

LOST PROPERTY 

We currently have a lot of lost property.  Please    
ensure that all items of clothing have your child’s 
name clearly labelled inside, this includes shoes and 
plimsolls as well as coats, hats, scarves and gloves. If 
a named lost item is handed into the office we are 
then able to return it to its rightful owner.  

RESPECTING SCHOOL GROUNDS 

St Mary’s school grounds are a No Smoking Area. We 
kindly request that parents and carers do not smoke 
cigarettes or e-cigarettes on our grounds or outside the 
school gates.  There has also been a recent report of an 
adult spitting on school grounds, which is unacceptable 
and it can lead to the spread of diseases. 

 Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

HARVEST HEROES 

Once again a huge thank you for your incredible            
generosity in providing tins and produce for our    
Harvest Festival assembly.  Caring Hands in the          
Community, the charity we collect for, are always 
extremely grateful. 

READ WRITE INC 

Thank you to all the Reception     
parents and carers who came along 
to our Read, Write Inc meeting in 
school on Wednesday 14th November.  

Here are some links that will help you to understand the 
process of how we teach phonics and reading at St 
Mary’s. 

www.oxfordowl.co.uk  create your own login as a  parent 
and then you can access tutorial videos in the’ home’   
section to help you teach your child their sounds at home. 

www.ruthmiskin.com this will give you access to the types 
of resources we use, I know some parents are keen to buy 
their own speed sounds set, and you can also find a whole 
host of videos in the ‘parent’ section that will help to 
make things clearer. 

There is also a Ruth Miskin Facebook page which some 
parents may like to join. 

 

More information will be sent to you in the next few 
weeks about reading in Reception too.   
Look out for it in your child’s book bag. 

SCHOOL GATES 

The school gates are opened by Mr Gladwell at the      
following times every morning: 

8.25am-8.35am— Nursery Gate (far end of car park) 

8.35am-9.00am— Main Gate 

Please use the appropriate gates in the morning and 
please DO NOT walk through the car gates when they are 
open.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

HEALTH AND HYGIENE MESSAGE FROM OUR 
SCHOOL NURSE 

Please keep children’s nails short and clean to 
avoid the spread of germs, especially at this time of 
year. Please make sure your child knows how to 
wash their hands thoroughly with soap and water. 
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     REMINDER 

 

 

CHRISTMAS BREAK 

School closes at 2.00pm on 

Thursday 20th December 

and re-opens to children on 

Monday 7th January 2019 

 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk
http://www.ruthmiskin.com

