
Newsletter No 2                                                   October 2018 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

We have enjoyed a really positive start to the school year and we are really pleased that our new pupils and teachers have settled in so 
well.  On behalf of the school community, I would like to say a special thank you to Mrs Anita Shrubsole, our Chair of Governors, as we wish 
her a well deserved rest.  We thank Mrs Shrubsole for all her caring dedication, hard work and commitment to St Mary’s over many years 
of service as a School Governor and parent in our school.  We welcome Mr John Mark Ndekwe who has recently been elected as our new 
Chair of Governors.  I would like to thank all of our School Governors who work tirelessly behind the scenes in supporting our school.  
I would also like to say a huge thank you to Mrs Natalie Read, who has been our Chair of the PTA, as she also takes a well deserved rest.  
We thank Mrs Read for her many years of commitment and hard work in support of our school.  It was wonderful to see so many new  
parents at our first PTA meeting of the year and we welcome Mrs Emma Woolley, who has been recently elected as our new Chair of the 
PTA.  Thank you to everyone for your continued support, including those parents who are busy at work but contribute in many different 
ways.  
Mrs Maureen Grabski 
Headteacher 

October is the Month of the Rosary  
The word Rosary means “Crown of Roses" 

 

As many will know, the main part of the Rosary is divided into parts or 'mysteries': the Joyful, the Sorrowful, the Glorious, 
and Mysteries of Light. Each of these 'mysteries' is divided into five 'decades' (ten beads), usually following one 'Our Father' 
and ending with 'Glory be'.  All are taken from sacred scripture and tradition and encompass our main beliefs in who Jesus 
Christ is and what he's done for us. All involve Our Lady, Jesus's mother Mary, in some way or another.  When we pray the 
Rosary we're invited to see Jesus with the eyes of Mary and to be drawn into his divine life.  As Mary was closer to Jesus in 
his life on earth than anyone else she points the way for us and shows us that we, the Church, God's family on earth, are 
also called to be like her eventually in the glory of heaven but also in our lives here on earth. 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph knew about family life first hand; they knew about being displaced (the flight into Egypt soon after 
Jesus's birth); they knew about conflict (when Jesus, as a teenager, was lost and when found by Mary and Joseph, he im-
plied that he now had to make his Father's will a priority).  If our family life includes similar tensions and more we can be 
sure that real help and support is right there in the prayer that is the Rosary. Placing our trust in the Lord, we are sure to 
find a way through what seems humanly impossible. 

 
"To pray the Rosary is to hand over our burdens to the merciful hearts of Christ and his Mother; the Rosary does indeed 
'mark the rhythm of human life', bringing it into harmony with the 'rhythm' of God's own life, the joyful communion of 

the Holy Trinity, our life destiny and deepest longing."                                                                                          St John Paul II 

Joyful 

(Monday /Saturday) 

1. The Annunciation 

2. The Visitation 

3. The Nativity 

4. The Presentation 

5. The Finding of Our Lord 

in the Temple  

Sorrowful  

(Tuesday / Friday) 

1. The Agony in the Garden 

2. The Scourging at the Pillar 

3. The Crowning with Thorns 

4. The Carrying of the Cross 

5. The Crucifixion 

Glorious  

(Sunday / Wednesday) 

1. The Resurrection 

2. The Ascension 

3. The Descent of the Holy Spirit 

4. The Assumption 

5. The Coronation 

  

Luminous 

(Thursday) 

1. The Baptism in the Jordan  

2. The Wedding at Cana  

3. The Proclamation of the  

Kingdom  

4. The Transfiguration  

5. The Institution of the Eucharist 

‘Serving with Love; Striving for Excellence’ 



RECEPTION PARENTS—READ, WRITE, INC. MEETING 

Just to let you know we shall be having a meeting to 
talk about Read, Write Inc. on Thursday 2nd           
November at 2.30pm. 

This meeting is primarily for new Year R parents, but 
any KS1 parents are welcome to come along. 

Letters will be coming home, so if you haven’t yet           
returned the form to advise us of your attendance, 
please do so at your earliest convenience.   

Many thanks. 

Mrs Hunt 

Read Write Inc Leader 

Jeans for Genes Day 

Children and staff all took part in the 
Jeans for Genes Day on Friday 21st 
September and I am delighted to say 
that we raised a magnificent £331.14 in support of a 
child called Ashley who has Treacher Collins          
syndrome, meaning he was born without a jaw, 
cheekbones and ears. 

We thank you all for your support. 

Collect FREE donations for our school with all your online shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School  Supporters and our new supporters, who have helped to raise school funds through 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am pleased to inform you that so far we have raised £411.73! 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to raise much needed funds, to support our curriculum and events for the 
children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 3,000 retailers to start shopping.  
After you have made your purchase, the retailer will make a donation to our school at no extra cost to you.  Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/ 

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES 

On Wednesday 26th September 2018 we 
celebrated a very successful European Day 
of Languages. As we live in a very diverse 
community our day involved children dressing in      
costumes from countries all over the world. 

We would like to thank all parents and carers for     
helping the children in preparing their beautiful and 
detailed traditional costumes. All of the costumes were 
very colourful and the children looked fantastic in 
them.  

During that day, the children took part in numerous 
activities linked to languages spoken at school. We also 
encouraged children to say simple greetings in           
different languages. Some pupils practised these at 
home and impressed others at school by saying good 
morning or answering the dinner register in                
foreign languages from French to Nigerian, Punjabi, 
Polish, Japanese and many many more making us     
extremely proud of them. KS2 children also received 
small language booklets to use in class covering simple 
conversations in a variety of languages. 

Thank you for your continuous help and support in  
promoting foreign languages and cultures in our 
school. 

Mrs Bucklee 

MFL Leader 

DEANERY OLYMPIC GAMES 

Miss Jessup took a Year 6 athletics team to the 
recent Deanery Olympic competition held at St 
John Fisher School.  Pupils competed 
against several of the other Catholic Schools from 
the Chatham Deanery in a variety of running, 
jumping and throwing events.  The team          
competed  incredibly well in all of the activities 
and finished as the overall winners! Mr Gough, 
from St John Fisher, has been into school to      
present the winners’ shield – which can now be 
seen in our trophy cabinet.   

Congratulations to all of the team!  

Miss Jessup, PE Leader 

Parents’ Consultation Evening 

There will be an opportunity for you to meet your 
child’s teacher to see how they have settled into their 
new classes.  This is scheduled for Thursday 8th     
November between 4-8pm.   

This is an evening for parents only so please arrange 
child care.   

You will receive a form to complete and return to 
your child’s teacher to book a slot on the evening. 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/


School Learning Council 

This term, we have held our very own Polling day to elect the 
new members of the School Learning Council. The day was a big 
success with all of the children given the opportunity to vote for 
their two class representatives. I would like to say a big thank 
you to all of the children who put themselves forward for the 
role and took the time to create their own posters 
and speeches. Congratulations to the following children who 
have been elected and will be starting their role. 

Miss Staunton 

School Learning Council Leader  

SCHOOL UNIFORM AND LOST PROPERTY 

The school’s lost property tub is full of items left 
on school grounds. If your child has lost            
anything, please come in and have a look 
through the lost property.  

Please ensure that all items of clothing are 
clearly named with permanent ink with your 
child’s name.  Please also ensure that all hats, 
scarfs and gloves as well as lunch boxes are 
clearly named too. 

We also have a good selection of spare uniforms 
which have been donated from parents. If you 
are in need of an item of uniform, please feel 
free to ask if we have it in our spare uniform 
stock. All we ask for in return is for a little       
donation towards the school.  

Sophie Dumbrell, HSSW 

Class Representatives 

Holly Hollie and Stanley 

Willow Vively and Jonathan 

Beech Grace and Louis 

Cherry Alexander and Sariyah 

Maple Leo and Lily 

Yew Ollie and Ann 

Poplar Ruby and Osmund 

Juniper Matteo and Alexandra 

Birch Mai and Adeayo 
Pine Mia and Cody  

Oak Janelle and Evan 

Cedar Nathanial and Eloise 

STORYBOOK PUMPKINS 

As a fundraiser towards Book 
Week, children are invited to contribute 
£1 on Tuesday 30th October in a vote for story-
book pumpkins, decorated again this year by staff. 

Each £1 brought in will give the children the        
opportunity to not only cast a vote, but to also     
receive a raffle ticket for entry into a small prize 
draw.  

The pumpkins will remain anonymous until the    
results of voting are announced, followed by the 
big reveal and the prize draw. 

Book Week will be an exciting event in March with 
visiting authors and a theatre show, so I thank you 
in advance for your continued support of these    
enriching experiences. 

Mrs Read, English Leader 

Harvest Festival 

This year our Harvest Festival          
assembly was held on Wednesday 
17th October 2018.  It was a         
wonderful assembly giving thanks for 
the food we have. We asked for      
donations of tins, packets and dried foods to   
enable us to make a donation to the amazing 
charity ‘Caring Hands in the Community’.  All  
donations were collected the same day and will 
go to support our local homeless people.  We 
thank you for your generosity which will help to 
feed those in need.  

NATIONAL POETRY DAY 

National Poetry Day was celebrated in school on    
Thursday 4th October with various performances and 
writing tasks in class based around this year’s theme of 
‘Change’. National Poetry Day is an annual celebration 
that inspires people throughout the UK to enjoy,       
discover and share poems and we are always keen to 
be involved. We are also looking forward to one of our 
favourite poets, Brian Moses, visiting us for                 
performances on 12th November. He will be signing 
copies of his latest publications for those wishing to 
make a purchase. Details to follow. 

Mrs Read, English Leader 

Flu Vaccinations 

Flu vaccinations will take place in school on Tuesday 
20th November for all children in Years R to Year 5. Con-
sent forms will be coming home today. Without a signed   
consent form your child/children will not be able to have 
the vaccine. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Once again we hosted a coffee morning 
to raise money for Macmillan Cancer   
Support. We raised an amazing £503.70.                      
Thank you once again for your generous support. 



CONTACT DETAILS / PARENTMAIL  

If you change address or telephone/mobile 
numbers please inform the office immediately.  
It is vitally important that we have accurate and up to 
date information so that we are able to contact you in an 
emergency. 

Please also inform the office if you wish to change any 
of the people on your child’s contact list.  This can be   
updated at any time at the school office and it is         
important that anyone who you wish to collect your 
child in an emergency from school is on this list. 

Parentmail 

It is very important that you ensure that your contact 
details on Parentmail are up to date as we use        
Parentmail to send you newsletters and to contact you in 
the event of club cancellations as well as school            
absences.  We would also contact you via Parentmail if 
the school is closed due to bad weather during the      
winter months. 

IF YOU HAVEN’T ALREADY UPDATED AND CONFIRMED 
YOUR INFORMATION PLEASE CAN YOU DO SO AS A   
MATTER OF  URGENCY.  Thank you. 

KS2 AUTHOR VISIT 

On Wednesday 3rd October, KS2 had a visit from    
children’s author, Jack Trelawny. They listened to a 
fun-filled presentation about his Erthworld series, 
and those children who had placed book orders were 
lucky enough to get signed copies. Thank you to    
everyone who dressed up as a pirate for the day. It 
really added to the excitement surrounding the 
themes of his stories. 

Should anyone wish to purchase 
a book, the special offer is no 
longer valid, but orders can be 
made via his website  for        
dedicated and signed copies. The 
retail price per book is £6.99 but 
P&P is free. Visit 
www.jacktrelawny.com for further details. 

ABSENCE 

May we take this opportunity to stress that if your child is 
going to be absent from school either because of illness or 
visiting the doctor / dentist / hospital, please can you call 
the school absence line early on the first day of absence 
stating the following details: 

Child’s Name, Class, Reason 

If you need to take your child out of school for a medical 
appointment, please let the class teacher and office know in 
advance. When you return your child to school after their 
appointment, please accompany them to the school office 
so that you can sign them back into school. 

Thank you for your support in this matter. 

A visit from Perform 

We were very pleased to receive a visit from         
Perform a few weeks ago. The children had a       
wonderfully energetic time exploring the theme of 
Circus Adventure and using drama, dance and singing 
to help develop their confidence, concentration and 
social skills. 

Perform run regular weekly classes in the local area 
and they are offering a special introductory discount 
to all parents of St Mary's Catholic Primary if they 
come along for a free trial session before Friday 26th 
October - i.e. just over one week's time!  

To claim your discount, just call Perform on:            
020 7255 9120 quoting SMRA261018 or visit         
perform.org.uk to find out more.  

HALF TERM 

Please remember that the children break up at the normal time on Friday 19th October  

and return to school on Monday 29th October.  

HAVE A LOVELY BREAK! 

BREAKFAST CLUB 

Should you wish to book a place at Breakfast Club from 7.45am at a cost of £2.50 a day, please fill in the forms 
held at the School Office. Please note that all bookings cannot be confirmed without a completed booking 
form and payment made in advance. Please ensure payments are made either directly to the staff member on 
the gate or the School Office. All payments will be recorded and signed for. 

We understand that sometimes there are circumstances beyond your control and you may need a place at short notice. 
If there is availability, we will be able to book a place for your child provided that payment is also made at the same 
time,  but please note such bookings are not guaranteed.  

 

WE ALSO ASK THAT YOU HAND YOUR CHILD OVER IN PERSON TO ENSURE THEIR SAFETY. 

javascript:void(0)
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http://www.perform.org.uk?trk=cHNjX2lkPTEwMDYzMjkmZG9jX2lkPTM3OCZtZV9pZD0wJnRleHQ9RDRBIGRpc2NvdW50IHJlbWluZGVyJmRhdGU9T2N0IDE2IDIwMTggIDc6MDRQTQ~~
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Don’t forget we are taking part in the Hedgehog Hiker Challenge. Children in Years 1-6 will be asked if 
they have used green travel to get to school each day over the duration of the challenge. Green travel 
includes: walking, cycling, scooter, park and ride, train and bus. 
Mrs Reddin-Tasker, Green School Leader 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

A list of the main events planned for next term is shown below: 

NOVEMBER – MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS 

1st All Saints Day 

2nd All Souls Day 

5th Guy Fawkes Day 

7th Diwali 

8th Open Evening for all classes 4 – 8pm – Parent/Teacher Interviews 

11th – 18th Interfaith Week 

11th Remembrance Sunday 

12th – 16th Anti-Bullying Week 
BBC Children in Need Week 

14th New Entrants Parents Meeting 9.15am 

15th Year 6 Height & Weight Checks 

25th Feast of Christ the King 

20th – 26th Road Safety Week 

28th New Entrants Parents Meeting 9.15am 

30th St Andrew’s Day 

DECEMBER 

2nd 1st Sunday of Advent 

6th St Nicholas’ Day 

7th Reception Christmas Performance 2pm 

8th Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

9th 2nd Sunday of Advent 

11th KS1 Years 1 & 2 Nativity 2pm 

12th KS1 Years 1 & 2 Nativity (adults only) 2pm 

13th Years 5 & 6 Nativity in Church 2pm 

16th 3rd Sunday of Advent 

17th Nursery Christmas Performance 2.30pm 

18th Christmas Dinner 

19th Christmas Parties 

20th School Closes 2pm 

21st INSET DAY—School Closed for Pupils 

23rd 4th Sunday of Advent 

22nd – 4th 
Jan 

CHRISTMAS BREAK 

JANUARY 

6th Feast of the Epiphany 

7th School opens for pupils 


