
Dear Parents/Carers 

The final few weeks of the academic year are already 
upon us and we are really proud that it has been       
another successful year for St. Mary’s.  

Well done to our hardworking children for their         
fantastic efforts in so many areas of school life. Our 
children continue to make us so proud and it is very 
special to see how they are growing into caring,         
creative and polite young people, who try their best in 
all aspects of school life. 

I would like to thank all our staff throughout the school 
and all our governors, who work tirelessly to ensure St 
Mary’s is a happy and safe place for all our children to 
learn and grow.  I am honoured to lead a team of 
teaching and support staff who are committed to     
ensuring that each child receives a consistent, good 
quality and enriched education. 

I thank all our parents for your continued support and 
positive partnership, to ensure the very best for our 
children. 

I would like to wish all our families a wonderful       
summer break and I look forward to seeing you in    
September. 

Mrs Maureen Grabski 

Headteacher 

SCHOOL RESULTS 2018 

We are very proud of our results this year and I would especially 
like to thank all our children and staff who have worked so hard.   
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EYFS SCHOOL NATIONAL 

GOOD LEVEL OF 
DEVELOPMENT 

83% 71.4% 

      

PHONICS SCHOOL NATIONAL 

YEAR 1 90% 82.7% 

      

KS1 SCHOOL NATIONAL 

READING 82% 75.5% 

WRITING 82% 70% 

MATHEMATICS 83% 76.1% 

, 

KS2 SCHOOL NATIONAL 

READING 80% 75% 

WRITING 85% 78% 

MATHEMATICS 69% 76% 

GRAMMAR, PUNCTUATION & 
SPELLING 

75% 78% 

The Gospel for Sunday 15 July shows Jesus calling his twelve apostles to leave the comfort of 
their own home and go out on a mission to preach the Good News.  When we are called to do 
something, it can throw up a variety of emotions: excitement, trepidation, anxiety, anticipation.  
When we are called to do something, it also invariably involves change.  The school summer  
holidays bring change to many families.  This is especially true for children who are embarking 

on a new phase of life, such as a new school. Jesus assures that he is with us every step of the way on our journey 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Dear Jesus, 

The Apostles didn’t take special equipment, extra food or money for their mission.  

You will give me what I need if I trust in you. 

You sent the Apostles out in pairs.   

Help me to be a good friend, to work with others, and to grow together our family, the Church. 

Amen 

YEAR 6 LEAVERS 

As we come to the end of the school year it is the end of an era for our Year 6 children.  We would like to celebrate their time 
with us at St Mary’s and on Wednesday 18th July at 10.00am parents are invited to our Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly, followed by 
a family  picnic lunch and the Year 6 Leavers’ disco, 6.30pm-8pm.     

We thank Year 6 children for their contributions to school life at St. Mary’s.  We wish the children and their families all the 

best and hope you will stay in touch. Please come back and visit us!  



MEDICAL AND DIETARY INFORMATION 

Please remember to inform us of any medical or 
dietary information about your child, and if        
anything changes during the time they spend at St Mary’s. 
We try to keep accurate and up-to-date information about 
allergies and other medical conditions. We appreciate that 
over time things can change, so your co-operation with 
keeping us updated is appreciated. 

If your child needs to take prescribed medicine during the 
school day please bring it to the school office and fill out a 
consent form.  Children should not have medicine in their 
school bags. Thank you. 
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THE PEARLFISHER GARDEN AND PLASTIC POLLUTION 

In June, Mrs Read attended the RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
and was particularly impressed by the message of the gold 
medal winning Pearlfisher Garden regarding the plastic   
pollution of our oceans. Back at school, Cedar class set 
about writing Pleas from the Sea to Mankind which were 
shared in a school assembly to coincide with World Oceans 
Day. It also helped support our Contract Dining Poster                
Competition and further raise awareness of respecting the 
environment. Copies of their work were sent to Pearlfisher 
themselves. 

To our surprise, on Wednesday 4th July, a huge box arrived 
from the company full of 30 long-life, double insulated,   
reusable water bottles as a reward for the children of Cedar 
Class. The accompanying letter was full of praise for their 
efforts: 

‘I would like to thank you for your kind words regarding The 
Pearlfisher Garden and for inspiring the children in your 
school to respect the environment through initiatives such as 
walking to school and reducing plastic waste in your      
kitchens. It’s an incredibly pressing issue, and it’s our future 
generations-the children you work with-that have the power 
to change this... 

...On behalf of the Pearlfisher Partners and team, we would 
like to thank you again for these deeply emotional and 
awakening responses. The children in your school have an 
amazing outlook on the world we live in and it’s extremely 
refreshing to know that beautiful design is empowering    
people of all ages to rethink the impact of their own         
consumption.’ 

Our thanks go to everyone at Pearlfisher, especially to Chloe 
Ford-Welman, for taking the time to read and respond to 
our work. The children were enthusiastic from the start, 
knowing their writing had real purpose and a strong        
message to impart. We hope that, together, plastic pollution 
will soon become a thing of the past. 

A HUGE WELL DONE to our children for     
participating with such great enthusiasm 
on Sports Day!  Everyone got fully         
involved in our celebration of sport and 
thoroughly enjoyed the different PE 
events. The children are a credit to the 

school and we are very proud of everyone who took 
part. Many thanks to all the families that came along 
to offer support and encouragement, as always your 
support makes such a difference. It was wonderful to 
see so many of you helping to celebrate the sporting 
success of our children. 
Many thanks to Miss Jessup who organised and 
planned the events, and to all staff and the PTA who 
helped to ensure it was a fantastic day! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS GREEN TEAM 
ST MARY’S SPORTS DAY WINNERS 2018 

YEAR 6 PGL BAWDSEY MANOR RESIDENTIAL TRIP 
Last week, our Year 6 children had an action-packed time at 
the brand new PGL complex at Bawdsey Manor in Suffolk. 
Every day was different, spending 90 minutes on each of 
four daily activities: zip wire; orienteering; abseiling; sensory 
trails; trapeze; aeroball; Jacob’s ladder; fencing; buggy 
building; challenge courses; archery; giant swing; team 
games; and coastal walks. But the fun didn’t stop there. 
After dinner, activities continued into the evening: Capture 
the Flag; Ambush; and the much-anticipated disco. Not to 
mention huddling around a couple of laptops to catch the 
England game against Croatia on Wednesday! We were so 
proud of our children. It was a week to boost self-esteem 
and confidence, and they embraced many new challenges 
and faced their fears. Everyone had a great week and we 
thank Mrs Read, Miss Jessup, Mrs McLeod, Mrs Starr, Mr 
Gladwell and Mrs Howlett for their endless support and 
enthusiasm during what was an exhausting, yet rewarding, 
few days away from the classroom.  

Miss Charlotte Weaser and Mrs Jane 
Halls will be leaving us at the end of 
term. I’d like to thank them for their 

hard work and commitment to our school and wish 
them both success in the future.  

Nursery Graduates 

Congratulations to our Nursery children as 

they graduate this week and make the  

transition to school.  We wish them all the 

best! 

PTA FUNDRAISING 

The PTA are pleased to announce that a fantastic £745 was 
raised from Sports Day, the Cake Competition and TAG 
day! A huge thank you to all PTA for your continued hard 
work throughout the year in support of the needs of our 
children. 



YOUNG LEADERS 

Miss Jessup would like to thank the current Year 6 
Young Leaders and the Change for Life Champions for 
their hard work and commitment over the past year.  
The pupils volunteer each week to help support and 
lead younger pupils in different games, activities and 
help with the daily Morning Mile. The new cohort of 
Young Leaders from Year 5 have had their training and 
shall be starting their new roles in September.    

PARENTMAIL 

ParentMail is a very important way of keeping in touch 
with parents.  We are able to contact you by text or 
email if a club is cancelled at the last minute, or to   
remind you about school holidays and INSET days, as 
well as send you newsletters and other information. 
For this reason it is very important that parents      
update their mobile telephone numbers and email 
addresses in order to continue to receive this and  
other information from the school.   

Our school version of ParentMail is ParentMailX and 
you can access this on your computer.  If you have a 
smart phone there is an App that you can download 
which will make it easier for you to access. 

We would ask that you take a few minutes to check 
that the information on ParentMail is accurate and up 
to date so that we can continue to communicate with 
you in this way. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

SCHOOL DINNERS 

The cost of School Dinners from September 2018 will 
remain at £2.05 per day, payable in advance, which 
works out at £10.25 per week. Please be reminded that 
Cash Café    money must also be paid in advance, which 
is £2.05 per day plus 50p if you require a drink. Please 
ensure that all dinner and cash café money is in a 
sealed, named envelope with your child’s class written 
clearly on the front. Cheques should be made payable 
to: THE CONTRACT DINING COMPANY 

The Contract Dining Company policy is that all dinner 
money MUST be paid in advance, and arrears will not 
be permitted.  The Contract Dining Company will not 
provide dinners for children where money is owing.  
The School Cook from The Contract Dining Company 
will receive  dinner money in the office foyer every 
morning from 8.35am until 9.00am.  Please note no 
money for dinners will be taken at the school office. 

AFTER-SCHOOL CLUB   

From September, After-School Club will run each day 
between 3.30-5.30pm and the cost will be £6 per day.  
Places are available for children from our Nursery to 
Year 6.  There are 40 places available daily and we    
recommend you pre-book your child’s place as they are 
allocated on a first come-first served basis.  

Requesting Absence 

To all Parent’s/Carers 
Please can we remind you that when requesting      
absence for your child/children, you need to state: 
- The reason for your child/children’s absence  
- The dates they will be out of school for  
- Where they will be going  
This ensures that the school is able to safeguard its 
pupils by having the all of the information as to why 
they will not be attending school.  
Kind regards 
Sophie Dumbrell, Home School Support Worker 

Collect FREE donations for our school with 
all your online shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School Supporters, 
who have helped to raise school funds 

through www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am 
pleased to inform you that so far we have raised 
£375.82.     

Please spread the word so that we can continue to 
raise much needed funds, to support our curriculum 
and events for the children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 
3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you have made 
your purchase, the retailer will make a donation to our 
school at no extra cost to you.  Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarys

catholicprimaryschool1/ 
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YEAR 6 CAKE & LEMONADE SALE 

On Tuesday 12th June, Year 6 held a cake sale and sold cups 
of lemonade to the rest of the school to raise money for our 
sponsored child, Zef. We raised £218.62, so many thanks to 
all who contributed. 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE 

On Thursday 19th July members of our PTA will be 
selling donated school uniform at the beginning and 
end of the day. Prices will be between £1 and £2. All 
proceeds will go towards our school fund and will    
directly benefit our children. Please come along and 
support the sale and pick up some clean, quality       
uniform at excellent prices for your children. 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/


CAKE COMPETITION WINNERS 

JULY 2018 

NURSERY   Amy  

ASH      

ELM   Jackson  

HOLLY   Kadin  

WILLOW   Kaden 

CHERRY    

BEECH   Harmony  

MAPLE   Kelis  

YEW   Olivia  

POPLAR   Emily  

JUNIPER   Mya  

PINE     

BIRCH   Josh  

OAK   Kyla  

CEDAR    Erin  

PTA RAFFLE PRIZES 

A meal for 4 at THE OLD ASH TREE 

A meal for 2 and a bottle of wine at THE BELL 
BREDHURST 

A meal for 4 at THE HUNGRY FOX 

A chicken cheque from NANDOS 

A family ticket to THE ROYAL ENGINEERS MUSEUM 

A jump for ONE at SOAR 

A fairy photo shoot  

WINNERS 

B. Williams  251-255 Pink 

S. Harwood  156-160 Pink 

A. Tokarz  321-325 Pink 

K. Hilla   411-415 Blue 

S. Rajput  321-325 Pink 

C. Brown  376-380 Blue 

Un-named ticket 351-355 Blue 
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GREEN SCHOOLS 

Gardening Club 

Thank you to parents and carers,  
children and staff who have            
generously given equipment to    
Gardening Club!  

Walk on Wednesday 

Thank you to all children, parents and carers who have 
taken part in ‘Walk on Wednesday’ and the ‘Walk to 
Count’ week this year. We will find out which class has 
walked the most this year in our end of year               
celebration assembly.  

Parking permits for Autumn term are available from 
the School Office. They are available on a first come 
first served basis.  

Eco Council 

Watch this space for an Eco Council starting 

in Autumn Term! 

END OF TERM 
School closes at 2pm on  
FRIDAY 20th JULY 2018 

 

NEW SCHOOL TERM 

The new school term will begin on  

MONDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 2018 

We look forward to welcoming the children back into 
their new classes, with a special welcome to our new 

Reception Class children. 

HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER HOLIDAY! 

SPORTS NEWS ROUND-UP 
Gail Halls from Rainham School for Girls hosted a very       
successful Intra-Athletics Competition for all pupils in Yrs 3 
to 6. Pupils participated in the speed bounce, sprints, chest 
push, standing long jump and throwing the mega howler. All 
pupils participated enthusiastically and had a great time   
improving their athletic skills.  Class winners have received 
their certificates.                                                                             
A team of Yr5 & 6 boys and girls played in Medway Mini 
World Cup with 55 teams from across Medway schools     
representing countries and competing against each other. 
They played fantastically well, making it through to the final 
16, eventually finishing an impressive 5th of 55 overall.      
The cricket team travelled to High Halstow to participate in 
the Medway Mini-Youth Games, along with 55 other 
schools.  They were one of only 5 teams to remain unbeaten 
all day in their matches.  They finished a fantastic 3rd place 
with medals and prizes for all and another trophy for the 
cabinet! They then went on to compete at the Night of 
Champions and finished overall third.                                     
We are pleased to have successfully been awarded the Silver 
level of the School Games Mark.  It is a government led 
awards scheme launched to reward schools for their       
commitment to the development of competition across their 
school and into the community.                                               
The School football team have played a significant number 
of matches over the past year in the Greenacre Football 
League.  They finished an impressive 2nd place in the      
Championship League with Samuel Ayolie winning the    
Golden Boot trophy for being the top scorer in the league.  
Congratulations team!                                                                   
A number of Year Six pupils have been receiving extra tuition 
in swimming at Medway Park for the past 5 weeks to work 
towards gaining the National Curriculum Award for Water 
Skills.  I'm really pleased to announce that another 12 pupils 
have now successfully achieved this, well done. Miss Jessup 


