
The Kingdom of God 
Jesus said, ‘What can we say the kingdom of 
God is like? What parable can we find for it? It 
is like a mustard seed which at the time of its 
sowing in the soil is the smallest of all the 

seeds on earth; yet once it is sown it grows into the biggest 
shrub of them all and puts out big branches so that the birds 
of the air can shelter in its shade.’ Mark 4:26-34 
 
In the Gospel for Sunday 17 June, Jesus describes the King-
dom of God as a place where love reigns and there is peace 
and plenty for everyone.  This is yet to be established over 
the earth and we still face poverty of all kinds.  For many of 
our brothers and sisters, fear and danger are a daily reality.   
This Gospel falls at the start of Refugee Week and it provides 
a good opportunity for us to pray as a family for refugees 
around the world and for God’s Kingdom to come.    
 
What is a refugee? 
A refugee is a person who:  

 has fled their home because it's no longer safe there 

 has been allowed to stay in the country that they have 
arrived in 

 has probably made a journey lasting months and cov-
ering hundreds of miles  

 may have nothing other than what they have carried 
with them 

So, you can imagine that refugees are also: 

 Frightened 

 Confused 

 Lonely 

 Unable to plan for the future 

 Dependent on others making decisions for them 

 Vulnerable 
 
Many refugees are children and many children have become 
separated from their families during their journey.   
 
5 Prayers for Refugees: 
Monday 
Dear Father, 
Some children face danger every day, 
Some children have never known a peaceful home, 
Help me to be welcoming and loving as you are. 
Amen 
 

Tuesday 
Dear Father, 
Please guide those who make decisions about refugees. 
Guide them to act with wisdom and love. 
Amen 
Wednesday 
Dear Father, 
We are glad that there are ways to help refugees.   
Bless those who work to help them and bless those who 
make us aware of their needs. 
Amen 
Thursday 
Dear Father, 
Help me to imagine what the Kingdom of God will be like: 
A place where people of all countries live in peace and no one 
has to leave home out of fear. 
Amen 
Friday 
Dear Father, 
Give me the courage to go out to others in little ways – to 
speak to those who seem sad, to smile at everyone, to think 
the best of other people. 
Amen 
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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
I am extremely proud of how hard all the children continue to work, especially in the transition to their new year groups and 
secondary schools. 
May I take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support. 
Mrs Maureen Grabski 
Headteacher  

 

We ask God to bless all our children who are making their 

First Holy Communion and we also remember them in our 

prayers.  Although this is a Parish-led celebration, we also 

recognise this special occasion for the children in school.   

On Thursday 29th June, we will celebrate the Feast of St 

Peter and St Paul with whole school Mass, with a special 

blessing for the children as they receive communion in 

school for the first time. 

We come together with joyful hearts as you   receive your 

First Holy Communion.   

Jesus said, “Do this in memory of me.”   
And so when we share the bread of life with one 

another we are also sharing God’s love. 
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LEAVERS’ END OF TERM DISCO 

Advance notice 

The PTA will be organising an end of year disco 
on Wednesday 18th July.  The times are as follows: 

YR, Y1 & Y2   4.15 - 5.00pm 

Y3, Y4 & Y5   5.15 - 6.00pm 

Y6    6.30 - 8.00pm 

Details about the costs for this event will be given to you 
by the PTA, however Y6 pupils will not be expected to 
pay. Children will need to go home to get changed and 
then come back for the disco. 

REPORTS AND OPEN EVENING 

You will receive your child’s report on Tuesday 3rd July, which 
includes the children’s own self-review reflecting on their 
achievements this year.  We would also like to invite you to 
celebrate your child’s work with them at our Open Evening 
will take place on Thursday 5th July, between 4-6pm.  This 
will give you an informal opportunity to look at your child’s 
work and the displays in the classroom.  If you wish to have a 
detailed conversation with your child’s teacher about their 
report then a separate appointment may have to be made. 

CALLING ALL MUMS AND DADS, WE NEED YOUR HELP 
PLEASE!  

The PTA are calling for volunteers to help on  Family Fun Day! 
If you are interested, please register your names in advance 
with the school office - Thank you. 

FAMILY FUN DAY 

The PTA will be hosting a Fun Day for all the children and     
families on Wednesday 4th July straight after school until 
5.30pm.  It will be an Inflatable Fun Day and wrist bands will 
be sold at a cost of £4 prior to the event, or £5 on the day, 
which will give the children unlimited access to all the        
inflatables.  Other fun stalls and games will also be available.   

CAKE COMPETITION 

It’s time to create some amazing cakes!  The annual summer 
cake competition will also take place on Wednesday 4th July 
and all cakes will be sold at the Fun Day. 

INSET DAYS 

Governors have agreed the following days as INSET days 
next year.  They are : 

Friday 31st August 2018 

Friday 21st December 2018 

Monday 22nd July 2019 

Please note that there will be 2 more INSET dates to be 
determined.  The dates for the academic year     
attached reflect this. 

CLASS TRANSITION SEPTEMBER 2017 

Year 
1 

HOLLY pupils will be joining Mrs Arnold-
Jarvis 

Year 
1 

WILLOW pupils will be joining Miss Brown 

Year 
2 

BEECH pupils will be joining Miss Adams  

Year 
2 

CHERRY pupils will be joining Miss Yeates  

Year 
3 

YEW pupils will be joining Mrs Reddin-
Tasker and Mrs Young 

Year 
3 

MAPLE pupils will be joining Miss Jessup 

Year 
4 

JUNIPER pupils will be joining Mrs Julian 
and Mrs Gajda-Wrobel 

Year 
4 

POPLAR pupils will be joining Sr Kay and 
Mrs   Pollard 

Year 
5 

PINE pupils will be joining Mrs Read  

Year 
5 

BIRCH pupils will be joining Miss Staunton 

YEAR CLASS TEACHER 2018-19 

NURSERY AM/PM Mrs Willa Eatwell 
Mrs Jane Savage 

YEAR R ELM Mrs Catherine Plummer 

YEAR R ASH Miss Carly Godley 

YEAR 1 HOLLY Mrs Nicola Hunt 

YEAR 1 WILLOW Mrs Carolyn Bucklee 

YEAR 2 BEECH Mrs Amy Arnold-Jarvis 

YEAR 2 CHERRY Miss Amy Brown 

YEAR 3 YEW Miss Charlotte Adams 

YEAR 3 MAPLE Miss Beth Yeates 

YEAR 4 JUNIPER Miss Samantha Jessup 

YEAR 4 POPLAR Mrs Siobhan Reddin-Tasker 
Mrs Louise Young 

YEAR 5 PINE Mrs Chloe Julian 
Mrs Patrycja Gajda-Wrobel 

YEAR 5 BIRCH Mrs Vanessa Pollard 
Sr Kay 

YEAR 6 OAK Miss Sarah Staunton 

YEAR 6 CEDAR Mrs Jacinta Read  

STAFFING UPDATE AND CLASS TRANSITIONS 

We say farewell to Miss Weaser who will leaving St Mary’s in 
July.  We thank her for all her hard work and we wish her all 
the best in her teaching career.   

We look forward to welcoming new members of staff in     
September: Mrs Chloe Julian in Year 5 and Mrs Vanessa     
Pollard, also in Year 5.   

The following tables outline class teachers and transitions 
for September 2017.  
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Holiday Request Concerns! 

It is a legal requirement for all children to receive full-time education.  DfE policy states that: 

“Parents should ensure their children attend school regularly, arrive at school on time, properly dressed and in a 
condition to learn”. 

Irregular attendance will undermine the education of your child.  A low attendance rate will seriously slow down 
your child’s educational progress; affect their learning and their friendships. 

The governors at St Mary’s expect every child’s attendance to be 96% or above. 

Unauthorised Absence 

Any pupils arriving after 9.30am will be recorded as unauthorised absence which may result in the issuing of a    
penalty notice (unless the office has been previously notified).  The Penalty Notice requires each parent to pay a 
fine of £120 within 28 days, which is reduced to £60 if paid within 21 days.  Failure to pay the Penalty Notice will 
result in a Court Case. 

Absences will not be authorised if: 

 Another member of the family is ill 

 The family have overslept or had a late night 

 There are problems with uniform/clothing 

 You take more days holiday than approved 

 You have forgotten school dates 

 There is an annual family event such as a birthday 

 Your child attends a medical/dental appointment for more than ½ a day without written proof this is necessary 

 You take your child shopping 

 You are taking a family holiday 

 

If your child’s attendance during the school year is… your child would have lost approximately… or they would 
have missed approximately… 

95%   9 days    50 lessons 

90% 19 days  100 lessons 

85% 29 days  150 lessons 

80% 38 days  200 lessons 

75% 48 days  250 lessons 

70% 57 days  290 lessons 

65% 67 days  340 lessons 

If in a school year your child is late everyday … your child would have lost approximately … or they would have 
missed approximately … 

5 minutes 3.5 days from school    20 lessons 

10 minutes   7 days from school    41 lessons 

15 minutes 10 days from school    55 lessons 

20 minutes 14.5 days from school    82 lessons 

25 minutes 22 days from school   123 lessons 

Absence 

If your child is absent from school, for any reason, please telephone the school absence line.  If you are unable to 
do this please ensure that you send a note into school on your child’s return, explaining their absence.  If you don’t 
do this it is likely that your child’s absence will be recorded as unauthorised. If you wish to have a copy of our 
attendance policy please contact the school office.  The policy is also available on the school website.  



SUNNY WEATHER REMINDER: 

When we have hot and sunny days the       
children take off their sweatshirts and forget 
to put them back on.  We build up piles of 
sweatshirts with no names and it is difficult 
to  return them to their owners.  Please could you help 
us and your child by following some simple hot weather 
guidelines: 

1. Please label all uniform especially sweatshirts. 

2. Please remember to send your child into school 
with full water bottles every day as it is important 
that the children have enough to drink. 

3. Please apply sun cream before your child comes 
to school if you think they need it. 

4. Encourage your child to wear a sunhat to school 
or plain navy baseball cap please. 

5. If your child suffers from hay fever please give 
them a tablet before they come to school. 

SPORTS DAY 

Sports Day for children will take place on Wednesday 
4th July to which parents are invited. The event will 
start at approximately 9.30am.  YR will be joining the 
rest of the school from 11.00am.  For safety reasons, I 
ask that you stay behind the marked area and do not 
walk across the field to your children -  this can dis-
tract them and others from their events. 

If you wish, photos can be taken of your child but I 
have to remind you that these must be for your own 
use and not  published on the Internet.   

Miss Jessup will be producing a programme of events 
for you to follow. 

 

 

After Sports Day, we will be inviting you to 
join your child for a picnic lunch on the field.  All pupils 
will have to bring a packed lunch to school on 
Wednesday 4th July (Sports Day) and the school kitch-
en will only be providing sandwiches for the children in 
KS1 who have already pre-ordered one, and those chil-
dren in KS2 who are entitled to Free School Meals.   

Please do not bring any ‘fast food meals’ for your 
children. 

The children will go back into class and this will give 
you an opportunity to set up a spot on the field for 
your lunch.  The children will be brought back out onto 
the field to have their lunch with you or their friends.  
We then ask that you leave the premises by 1.00pm at 
the latest so that the children can play safely.  If you 
have pre-school children, please make sure they do 
not run around.  They must remain with you at all 
times.   

WRITERS AND MATHS WORKSHOP 

On Monday 11th June, we hosted Pete Hall who ran an     
exciting Maths workshop for children in Years 3 and 4.  Again, 
children from other local schools were invited to  participate 
in the day.  The day was a huge success with lots of positive 
feedback from children and adults alike.  
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YOUNG LEADER TRAINING 

Gail Halls from the Howard School Partnership has     
delivered Young Leader training to 20 of our Year 5    
recruits.  I’m pleased to announce they all successfully 
passed their training and will be working alongside the 
current Year 6 Young Leaders over the next few weeks in 
preparation for their new roles in September. 

A big thank you to the dedication of the current Young 
Leaders who give up one of their lunchtimes every week 
to lead activities for younger pupils during this 
time.  They are an asset to the school and have all grown 
in confidence, delivering such an important role with 
enthusiasm.  The leadership skills they have developed, 
in such a responsible position, will stand them in good 
stead for the future.  

Collect FREE donations for our school with all your 
online shopping! A BIG THANK YOU to our School         

Supporters, who have helped to raise school funds through 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am pleased to inform you 
that so far we have raised £368.61  Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/ 

St Mary’s Got Talent 

On the 25th May, we celebrated the 
talent at our school with St Mary's Got 
Talent.  

I would like to say a huge thank you to all the children 
who put themselves forward for their class auditions 
and a big congratulations to those who represented 
their classes and year groups in the semi-final and   
final. The School Learning Council helped to judge and 
score the acts and presented the results. It was a huge 
success with outstanding performances so I would like 
to thank everyone for the effort they put into their 
acts. I'm pleased to share that this years winners were 
Kyla, Gbemi and Ifeoma from Oak class who performed 
a singing and dancing routine. Well done girls! 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/


SCHOOL TERM DATES 

SEPTEMBER 2018 - JULY 2019 
 

 

Please remember that holidays at the start of the academic year are not authorised. 
 

2 additional INSET dates to be added 
 

 

 

Term 1 INSET Friday 31st August 2018 

  Start Monday 3rd September 2018 

  Finish Friday 19th October 2018 

Autumn Break   Monday 22nd October to Friday 26th October 2018 

      

Term 2 Start Monday 29th October 2018 

 Finish Thursday 20th December 2018 

  INSET Friday 21st December 2018 

Christmas Break   Monday 24th December 2018 to Friday 4th January 2019 

      

Term 3 Start Monday 7th January 2019 

  Finish Friday 15th February 2019 

February Break   Monday 18th February to Friday 22nd February 2019 

      

Term 4 Start Monday 25th February 2019 

  Finish Friday 5th April 2019 

Spring Break   Monday 8th April to Thursday 18th April 2019 

Good Friday   Friday 19th April 2019 

Easter Monday   Monday 22nd April 2019 

      

Term 5 Start Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 6th May 2019 

  Finish Friday 24th  May 2019 

May Break   Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May 2019 

      

Term 6 Start Monday 3rd June 2019 

  Finish Friday 19th July 2019 

  INSET Monday 22nd July 2019 

      

Term 1 Start September 2019 


