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St Mary’s Catholic Primary 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
It has been a positive and productive return to school after the Easter holidays and I have been impressed with 
how hard our pupils have been working. 
Thank you for all the wonderful flowers donated to celebrate Our Lady’s Day at the beginning of May.  We had a 
very moving prayer service dedicated to Our Lady, as we crowned her with flowers.  Children in Key Stage 2 have 
also been invited to say the Rosary in the Prayer Garden each lunchtime, praying for Peace.   
We look forward to concluding this special month of Mary with a special assembly on the last day of term, with a 
picnic lunch and our final celebration,  ‘St Mary’s Got Talent’.  Thank you for your continued support.  
Mrs Maureen Grabski 
Headteacher  

A treasure map does not become worthless because it is old.  Nobody finds a treasure map and throws 
it away simply because it is old. The value of a treasure map is not determined by how new or old it is 
but whether it leads to treasure and how great the treasure is.  The Rosary is like an ancient treasure 
map.  It has led countless men and women from all walks of life to the treasures of peace, joy, clarity 
and  contentment.  

Each time we say a Hail Mary we are giving Our Lady a beautiful rose and that each complete Rosary 
makes her a crown of roses. The rose is the queen of flowers, and so the Rosary is the rose of all devotions and it 
is therefore the most important one. The Holy Rosary is considered a perfect prayer because within it lies the   
story of our salvation.  

With the Rosary in fact we meditate the mysteries of joy, of sorrow and the glory of Jesus and Mary. It's a simple 
prayer, humble so much like Mary. It's a prayer we can all say together with Her, the Mother of God. With the Hail 
Mary we invite Her to pray for us. Our Lady always grants our request. She joins Her prayer to ours. What Mary 
asks She always receives, Jesus can never say no to whatever His Mother asks for.  

We are invited to say the Rosary as a powerful weapon against evil, to bring us to true peace. With your prayer 
made together with our heavenly Mother, you can obtain the great gift of bringing about a change of hearts and 
conversion.  

The word Rosary means: 

‘Crown of Roses’ 

 

The Mysteries of the Most Holy Rosary  

 

Joyful 

(Monday /Saturday) 

1. The Annunciation 

2. The Visitation 

3. The Nativity 

4. The Presentation 

5. The Finding of Our Lord 

in the Temple 

  

Sorrowful  

(Tuesday / Friday) 

1. The Agony in the Garden 

2. The Scourging at the    

Pillar 

3. The Crowning with 

Thorns 

4. The Carrying of the Cross 

5. The Crucifixion 

Glorious  

(Sunday / Wednesday) 

1. The Resurrection 

2. The Ascension 

3. The Descent of the Holy 

Spirit 

4. The Assumption 

5. The Coronation 

  

Luminous 

(Thursday) 

1. The Baptism in the  Jordan  

2. The Wedding at Cana  

3. The Proclamation of the 

Kingdom  

4. The Transfiguration  

5. The Institution of the Eu-

charist 
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DANGEROUS PARKING  

Parking around the school, dropping off or collecting 
children continues to be a serious problem.  As you are 
aware, there is significant congestion in Greenfield 
Road and Railway Street on a daily basis, which is  
causing safety issues for all our children.   

I appreciate that it can be difficult to park near the 
school but we are fortunate to be able to use the 
Church carpark, to alleviate this problem and I thank 
parents who are already using this facility. Parking    
permits are also available from the school office which 
enable you to park in the station car park. 

I ask that you please park and drive considerately    
during peak school drop-off/pick-up times and also 
with due regard for the safety of all pedestrians.  There 
are yellow lines and zig-zag lines in both streets       
identifying areas where parking is not permitted and 
this is also to ensure the safety for everyone. 

I hope that we can all take responsibility and work    
together in ensuring access to our school stays safe. 

I ask for your continued co-operation and support with 
this matter.   

SPORTS DAY 

Sports Day will take place on Wednesday 
4th July for YR-Y6.  The event will start at 
approx. 9.30am.  Year R will be joining 
the Sports Day from 11.00am.   

After Sports Day, we will be inviting you to join your 
child for a picnic lunch on the field.  All pupils will have 
to bring a packed lunch to school on Sports Day. The 
kitchen will only provide school packed lunches to 
those children in YR, Y1, Y2 who are entitled to          
universal free school meals and have already             
requested one, and children in KS2 who are entitled to 
free school meals.   

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

All children attending school in Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 2 are entitled to a school meal free of charge. 
However, it is important that you still complete an 
application if your child is eligible for a free school 
meal. Even though your child will receive a school 
meal, if you are receiving any of the benefits listed 
you should still apply as your child’s school will also 
be entitled to extra funding of £1,300 known as pupil 
premium.  

If you have children under 19 years old and still in full 
time education, they may be entitled to a free school 
meal if you receive either:  

. Employment and Support Allowance (income-
related)  

. Income Support  

. Jobseeker’s Allowance (income based)  

. The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit  

. Support under Pt VI of the Immigration and Asylum  
Act   1999      

. Child Tax Credit  

. Working Tax Credit run-one paid for 4 weeks after 
you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit  

. Universal Credit  

All applications need to be completed online: 

www.medway.gov.uk – apply – free school meals 

Kind regards                                                                   

Ruth Robinson, Home School Support Worker 

On Friday 25th May, we are       
excited to be celebrating our very 
own talent contest, St Mary's Got 
Talent 2018. Thank you to all the 
children that have taken part in 

their class auditions and congratulations to  everyone 
that made it to the Semi-Finals. The School Learning 
Councillors will help to judge the talent on the day and 
crown our winners. We are very much looking forward 
to celebrating the talent here at St Mary's. 

Miss Staunton, School Learning Council Lead 

MEDWAY LIBRARIES BOOK FESTIVAL 

This month, Medway libraries ran a children’s book  
festival from Monday the 14th to Friday 25th May. A 
variety of authors and illustrators were invited to     
Medway to run special FREE sessions for schoolchildren 
of all ages to encourage reading for pleasure and to  
motivate students about the joy of reading. 

Year 1 children visited Gillingham library on Monday 
14th May to meet the author Karen Owen who read 
them ‘As Quiet As A Mouse’ and explored the language 
of similes. Those who had ordered books were very 
pleased to have their copies signed and get their photos 
taken with Karen. 

It was Year 6’s turn on Friday 18th May and they were 
lucky to meet the author Sara Grant who inspired them 
with her processes of story writing. She signed copies of 
her new book ‘Chasing Danger’ for children to purchase. 
Many thanks to Sophie Castle from Medway Libraries 
for organising the event. 

Mrs Read, English Lead 



LEAVER’S END OF TERM DISCOS 

ADVANCE NOTICE 

The PTA will be organising an end of 
year disco on Wednesday 18th July.  The 
times are as follows: 

YR, Y1 & Y2   4.15 - 5.00pm 

Y3, Y4 & Y5   5.15 - 6.00pm 

Y6    6.30 - 8.00pm 

Details about the costs for this event will be given to 
you by the PTA, however Y6 pupils will not be expected 
to pay. Children will need to go home to get changed 
and then come back for the disco. 

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL 

If your child is going to be absent from school either 
because of illness or visiting the doctor / dentist /     
hospital please can you call the school absence line  
early on the first day of absence explaining the reason 
why and every day your child is absent. 

If you need to take your child out of school for a      
medical appointment please let the class teacher and 
office know in advance. When you return your child to 
school after their appointment, please accompany 
them to the school office so that you can sign them 
back into school.  Thank you. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2018  
As you are all aware the sacrament of 
First Holy Communion is a parish based 
celebration, however, we will also be 
holding a special celebration in school on 
Friday 29th June, at our Whole School Mass, to         
celebrate the Feast of St. Peter & St. Paul. The children 
who will have made their First Holy Communion will 
lead our school Mass, whilst wearing their beautiful 
Holy Communion outfits and celebrate the first time 
that they receive communion together at school. This 
special Mass will then be followed by a small tea party. 

REPORTS 

This is just to remind you that your child’s report will 
be sent to you on Wednesday 4th July.  The children 
will also have an opportunity to write their own report 
reflecting their achievements over the year. 

Y6 pupils will receive their reports at the end of term,  
as we have to include their SATs results and we won’t 
receive these until mid July. 

OPEN EVENING 

We will be inviting you to celebrate your child’s work 
with them after you have received your child’s report.  
This will give you an informal opportunity to look at 
your child’s work and the displays in the classroom.  
This will take place on Thursday 5th July, between      
4-6pm.  If you wish to have a  detailed conversation 
with your child’s teacher about their report then a  
separate appointment may have to be made. 
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 Collect FREE donations for our school 
with all your online shopping! 

A big thank you to our School Supporters, 
who have helped to raise school funds 

through www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am 
pleased to inform you that so far we have raised 
£359.70! 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to 
raise much needed funds, to support our curriculum 
and events for the children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 
3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you have made 
your purchase, the retailer will make a donation to our 
school at no extra cost to you.  Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/ 

PLAYGROUND SAFETY 

Can I please remind children not to play 
football in the playground areas where 
parents and guardians are waiting to drop 
off and pick up children. There are   
younger children around who could get hurt and we 
need to be mindful of our little ones and their safety. 

FAREWELL 

We sadly bid farewell to Libby Renwick our Home 
School Support Worker last Friday. Libby has decided 
to concentrate on her existing role working for the 
council.  

We thank her for all her hard work and  commitment 
to St Mary’s and wish her all the very best for the fu-
ture. 

We welcome Mrs Ruth Robinson as our new Home 
School Support Worker and I’m sure everyone will 
make her feel at home at St Mary’s. 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/


ROAD CROSSING DANGER! 

I would like to ask all parents and carers to 

be  extremely vigilant when crossing the 

busy roads around the school with your children as     

recently, there have been very serious near misses     

reported. Thank you for your support in this matter. 

FRENCH ASSEMBLY   

Last month, the children enjoyed a whole 
school assembly delivered completely in 
French! A language specialist visited the 
school to share the much loved story of The Very     
Hungry Caterpillar, and also encouraged the children to 
join in singing songs using French vocabulary. It was 
great to see the children using and sharing their        
language skills! Mrs Bucklee, MFL Lead  

PTA FAMILY FUN DAY 

The PTA will be hosting a Fun Day for all the children 
and families on Wednesday 4th July straight after 
school until 5.30pm. More details to follow soon. 

E-SAFETY AWARENESS MEETING 

We would like to invite parents to an e-safety        
awareness talk after school, at 3.30pm on Tuesday 
22nd May, to help you feel engaged with this aspect of 
your children’s lives.  The session will help you           
understand what your children are doing on-line,       
particularly regarding social media, and where you can 
go for advice and support if this is required.  There will 
also be a chance for a Q&A session with the trainer 
after the talk if you have any specific questions or     
worries.  

SECONDARY TRANSFER MEETING 

For the parents of those children who are transferring 
to Secondary School in September 2019, the process 
starts soon. Information from the Local Authority   
regarding this will be available to you after half term.  
To help you make your decisions you are also invited 
to a meeting here on Thursday 24th May at 9.00am. 

You will also have an opportunity to meet me at a  
later date to discuss your child’s work, progress and 
test results to help you make an informed decision. 

Prior to the meeting however I thought it would be 
useful for you to have some information to be       
thinking about.  If you want your child to take the 
Medway Selection Test, decisions have to be made by 
the 2nd July and the date of the Medway Selection 
Test has been scheduled for Saturday 22nd             
September 2018. 

NURSERY STAFFING CHANGES 

Mrs Savage will be returning to the Nursery to teach on 
Thursdays and Fridays following her maternity leave, 
after the half term break. 

Sadly this means Mrs Andrew will no longer be a regular 
member of staff in Nursery, however she continues to 
work throughout the school to support staff and        
children.  I’m sure you will join me in thanking her for 
her hard work and enthusiasm in teaching the Nursery 
children. 

BACK TO SCHOOL 

School re-opens for children 

after the May break on: 

MONDAY 4TH JUNE 

During the month of May the  

children have come together each 

day in lunch time to pray a       

decade of the Rosary for peace 

for all people in Syria, but         

especially to pray for those      

children who are suffering as a result of this war. This 

has been a voluntary act, but it has been great to see 

such big groups of children attending on a daily basis. 

Well done to each and every one of them.  

YEAR 3 GUESS THE NAME OF THE 

TEDDY BEAR 

Year 3 organised a Guess the Name of the 
Teddy Bear Competition and each class participated. 
They raised an amazing £65.20 for ZEF. 

YEAR 1 CAKE SALE 

Just to let everyone know that the Year 1 Cake 
Sale was very  successful and we raised an  
amazing £240.97 for Zef our sponsored child! 
Thank you to everyone for your support. 

PICNIC LUNCH FRIDAY 25TH MAY 2018 

The children will be having a picnic lunch on the field 
on Friday 25th May. This event is for children only. All 
pupils will bring a packed lunch to school unless they 
are entitled to free school meals, and you have        
ordered a school packed lunch by the deadline of 
TUESDAY 22ND MAY. Please send in picnic blankets or 
rugs for your child to sit on.                                                          
Children can wear their own clothes on this day. 


