
Dear Parents/Carers, 
It’s been another successful and busy term, despite the adverse weather and freezing temperatures! 
Thank you to all the parents who were able to attend our ‘Parent Learning Walks’ and ‘Stay and Play’ sessions throughout the 
term.  As we approach the end of term and celebrate this special time of year, we look forward to our Year 3 and 4 Passion 
Play for pupils and parents.  

  
 Continue to keep up to date with key messages/events throughout the term, by following our school official Twitter    
account @stmarysrcp_1894.   

Also, keep checking our newsletters and website: www.stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk for upcoming events, where additional   
up to date information can also be found.  
I thank you for your continued support and I wish you and your families a blessed and Holy Easter. 
 
Mrs MJ Grabski 
Headteacher 
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The Darkest Hour 
 

A recent film entitled 'Darkest Hour' portrayed the period in history in 1940 when Britain faced the blitz and 
profound political decisions about the way forward were made by Prime Minister Winston Churchill.   
 
Similarly, ‘Darkest Hour' could be a good description of Jesus' experience as he approached his passion, 
death and resurrection.  This was his hour, the climax of his life on earth.  In fact, the profound meaning of 

this 'victory of love' goes far beyond anything that has happened in human history.  
 
Jesus could have backed away from his darkest hour at any time.  However, through this apparent tragedy, Christ 
turned earthly values upside down.  With mercy, he cried out, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”  
He was like the 'grain of wheat' which dies in order to produce fruit.  The resurrection was already present in the death 
of Christ on the cross.  By rising from the dead, Jesus opened the way to new life for us all. 
 
Family life can throw up conflict from time to time.  We have a choice as to whether we lock ourselves away and refuse 
to come out from behind our defences, or allow ourselves to be ‘broken’ and so ‘produce fruit’.  Sometimes, we might 
say to those around us, “Go away!” (here, the ‘grain of wheat’ remains only a single grain), at others, “Yes, I’m available 
and ready to be with you, to listen, to help,” (the grain has allowed itself to be broken open and so produces a fruitful 
harvest). 
 
Let's pray this Easter that when family life presents challenges, the Lord will show us how to have his merciful heart and 
that, by the gift of the Holy Spirit, we will begin afresh the new life of Easter.  
 
What seemed like the darkest hour has indeed become a blaze of glory. 
 

Lord, thank you for the grace of Lent. 
Show us as a  family how best to prepare for Easter by letting go and allowing you to take over  

as we place each other trustfully into your hands.  
Amen 

 



Collect FREE donations for our school with all your online shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School Supporters, who have helped to raise school funds through 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am pleased to inform you that so far we have raised £340.64! 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to raise much needed funds, to support our curriculum and events for 

the children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 3,000 retailers to start shopping.  

After you have made your purchase, the retailer will make a donation to our school at no extra cost to you.  Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/ 

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL 

If your child is absent from school, for any reason, 
please telephone the school absence line.  If you 
are unable to do this please ensure that you send a 
note into school on your child’s return, explaining 
their absence.   

If you don’t do this it is likely that your child’s        
absence will be recorded as unauthorised. 

If you wish to have a copy of our attendance policy 
please contact Mrs Libby Renwick, Home School        
Support Worker, and she will be happy to help 
you.  The policy is also available on the school  
website. 

E-safety 

Need support with internet safety? 

Perhaps you would like to get some practical tips on how to 
keep your child safe online. 

 

The following links may help too:- 

www.safeinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-
carers/parents-guide-technology  

www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/have-a-
conversation  

www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/interactive-
guide/ 

Music Festival at the Central Theatre Chatham 

Thank you to all the children and teachers in 
Year 2 who have worked so hard for the KS1 
and KS2 Music Festivals on 14th March. The 
children’s singing was amazing and we were so 
proud of them. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

May I please remind parents that all children should come 
to school in full school uniform, wearing proper black 
school shoes and NOT boots or trainers. Thank you. 

FOREST SCHOOL 

Please ensure you send appropriate clothes on 
your Forest School days as it can rain suddenly and 
the wind can be biting cold. Children should not be 
wearing earrings on Forest School days for health 
and safety reasons. 

Prayers 
I ask you to keep Mrs Carter, our School 
Office Manager, in your prayers as she 
takes leave of absence to recover from 
surgery and undertake a course of treatment.  We 
will continue to keep her in our thoughts and  
prayers and we thank you for your patience and 
understanding at this difficult time.   
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Inclusion Reviews 

I am continually carrying out reviews with teachers 
of children who require support under our inclusion 
team. If there are any changes to provision we will let you 
know. Some of you may have already attended reviews 
with the agencies who work with us: our Speech 
and  Language Therapist - Emma Chambers or the 
Place2Be team.  You will also be aware that there have 
been some changes with the Place2Be team and we     
continue to examine some different ideas for therapies 
which will benefit the children.  We also work closely with 
various outreach support teachers who have offered   
invaluable interventions for children and staff alike. 

We also have our In-School Review which has been re-
arranged after the snow, so if you were contacted to say 
your child was going to be discussed there is still time to 
return your contributions if you have not already done so.  

As always thank you for your continued support. Working 
together is the best way to support your child’s 
needs. Mrs Deeks, Inclusions Leader  

BOOK WEEK 2018 

Book week was another great success, despite the snow, and 
we couldn’t have done it without your support, so thank you for 
your contributions. £419.41 was raised from our whole school 
cake sale on Friday 9th February, with another £211.60 raised 
from our raffle in Book Week itself. 

We celebrated World Book Day a week late, on Thursday 8th 
March. It was lovely to see so many children dressed up as    
favourite book characters. Great effort!  M and M Theatrical 
Productions also visited us to perform two shows of ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’ to the whole school. The props and scenery were 
wonderful, and the actors did an incredible job of abridging the 
text into an hour long spectacle. Workshops and a Q&A session 
kept the cast very busy! 

On Friday afternoon, 28 members of staff read their favourite 
childhood stories to groups from all age ranges across the 
whole school. The children had a lovely time listening to a     
variety of tales both old and new. 

The week ended with a whole school celebratory assembly. The 
atmosphere went wild in our ‘Guess the Teacher’ game. Baby 
photos of staff were hidden behind book covers that hinted at 
their identity. The children did fairly well but it really wasn’t an 
easy task. 

CONGRATULATIONS to our raffle winners  

who each received a book prize:  

 

Billy, Amy and Imran  in Nursery; 

Arthur and Ted in Elm class; 

Kamso, Mark and Lilly in Ash class; 

Michelle, Kaima and Connie in Holly class; 

Finley and Ilinca in Willow class; 

Modupe, Lily and Wunmi in Cherry class; 

Lacey-Leigh in Beech class; 

Regan in Maple class; 

Alexandra, Luke and Brielle in Yew class; 

Michael and Mya  in Juniper class; 

Emily, Alfie, Elijah and Jack in Poplar class; 

Kate and Clare in Pine class; 

Olivia, Mithil and Erin in Birch class; 

William, Kyla , Holly and Ellisa in Oak class; 

Kendi in Cedar class. 

 

Bruce Bogtrotter’s Chocolate Cake from Roald Dahl’s ‘Matilda’ 
was won by Elli-Rose in Pine class. 

 

Unfortunately, Travelling Books were unable to deliver our 
book cases, but please keep hold of the brochures that came 
home as we will now have our rescheduled Book Fair from 
Monday 23rd April to Thursday 26th April after school in the 
library. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Mrs Jacinta Read, English Leader 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

Below are the dates for Mass at Our 
Lady of Gillingham over the Easter 
period: 

SATURDAY 24th March:  

Confessions (2 priests): 10.30 - 12pm 

PALM SUNDAY 25th March: 

Saturday Mass: 6.30pm 

Sunday Mass: 9.30am & 11.30am 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 29th March:  

Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7.30pm 

GOOD FRIDAY 30th March:  

(Day of fasting and abstinence) 

Stations of the Cross for children: 10am 

† Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion and Death: 3pm 

(followed by confessions) 

HOLY SATURDAY 31st March: 

Confessions: 10.00am—11.00am 

Traditional Polish Blessing of Food: 11.30am 

EASTER VIGIL MASS:  7.30pm 

EASTER SUNDAY  1ST APRIL: 

The Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Mass: 9.30am 

Mass: 11.30am 
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DONATION OF TOYS 

A big thank you for all the donations of board games and 
toys for Breakfast Club. They are very much appreciated. 
If anyone would still like to donate that would be great! 
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Congratulations to Holly Class who have achieved 
97.8 % attendance since the beginning 

of the school year! 

Well done! 
 

 



Easter Holidays 

Just a reminder that we break up  

for the Easter holidays on 

Thursday 29th March 

School closes at 2.00pm 

We open again for pupils on  

MONDAY 16TH APRIL 

 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

All children attending school in Reception, Year 1 
and Year 2 are entitled to a school meal free of 
charge. However, it is important that you still    
complete an application if your child is eligible for a 
free school meal. Even though your child will      
receive a school meal, if you are receiving any of 
the benefits listed you should still apply as your 
child’s school will also be entitled to extra funding 
of £1,300 known as pupil premium. 

If you have children under 19 years old and still in 
full time education, they may be entitled to a free 
school meal if you receive either: 

. Employment and Support Allowance       
(income-related) 

. Income Support 

. Jobseeker’s Allowance (income-based) 

. The Guarantee element of State Pension  
Credit 

. Support under part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999 

. Child Tax Credit 

. Working Tax Credit (run-one paid for 4 weeks 
after you stop qualifying for Working Tax 
Credit) 

. Universal Credit 

All applications need to be completed online 
www.medway.gov.uk – apply – Free School Meals  

CONTACT DETAILS 

Please ensure that you update the school office with any 
change of phone number or address so that we are able to 
contact you in an emergency.  Please also update your 
Parentmail information so that we can contact you that way. 

FREE BOOKS RECEIVED! 

Many thanks to Bloomsbury Books and The Reading Agency 
for sending through 5 free copies of the book KidNormal and 
the Rogue Heroes as a result of a bid made by Mrs Read. She 
will be sharing and reviewing them with her Book Club over 
the next few weeks, after which they will be available for all 
to enjoy in our school library.   

DANGEROUS PARKING  

I ask all parents and carers to park considerately when 
dropping and collecting children to and from school. It 
has now been brought to my attention that some cars 
are actually parking in the middle of the road, which is 
completely unsafe for the children, staff and            
parents.  I ask you also to be mindful of the residents 
in Greenfield Road who need to enter and exit, as this 
situation makes it impossible for them to go out,     
especially if they too need to collect their own         
children from neighbouring schools.  I thank you for 
your co-operation. 

MEDICINE 

Please make sure that all medicine that comes into school is 
handed directly into the office and a form completed with 
details of the dose and time it should be taken. Only          
prescribed medicines can be administered in school. NO 
medicine should be in a child’s bag at school.  Thank you for 
your co-operation. 

*500 WORDS* 
Good luck to all the children who entered the Radio 2 500 
words competition in February. We are looking forward to 
hearing whether anyone gets through to the next round this 
month. Don’t forget to let us know!  

DOGS AT THE SCHOOL GATE 

May I please ask that parents and visitors to the school do  
not leave dogs tied near the entrance to school or stand 
near the entrance holding dogs. A lot of our children are 
frightened of dogs. Please keep all pets well clear from the 
entrances. Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 
The safety of our children is paramount.  
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PASSION PLAY—Y3 & Y4 

The children are rehearsing hard for the  
Passion Play which you will get the            
opportunity to see on Tuesday 27th or 
Wednesday 28th March.  Please make 
sure you send the form back to the 
office to receive your tickets.  An Easter raffle will be held 
on both days to raise money for CAFOD. 

Thank you for your support. 
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