
Dear Parents/Carers, 
We have enjoyed a positive start to the year and despite the 
short term, we have had a lot to celebrate!  
I would like to continue building on our successful parent 
Learning Walks from last year and also as an extension to the 
parent workshops at the beginning of this academic year.  
Next term, I will be inviting you to attend a lesson in your 
child’s class, which continues to embed our whole school  
approach to ‘Learning without Limits’, ‘Choice and Challenge’ 
and Deeper Learning.  

 You can continue to keep up to date with key           
messages/events throughout the term, by following our 
school official Twitter account @stmarysrcp_1894. Also, keep 
checking our newsletters and website:  
www.stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk for upcoming events, where 
additional up-to-date information can also be found.    
I would like to thank you for your continued commitment and 
support. 
Mrs MJ Grabski 
Headteacher 

CAFOD 

During this season of Lent your child will be 
bringing home an envelope from CAFOD.  
Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
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 Deepening our Faith 

Within six weeks, we’ll celebrate the most important feast of the Church’s year, Easter.  Through Baptism, we 
share in the life, death, Resurrection and Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ and then, at Pentecost, we receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.  We are given the new life of Christ to be lived out in this life but to be experienced in its 
fullness in heaven, sharing the very glory of God’s life. 

‘Lent’ is our preparation, connecting with ‘Spring’, new life and a joyful season of grace.  Ash Wednesday emphasises the 
three aspects of Christian living: Prayer, Fasting and Alms Giving.  Ashes are a mark of our repentance and begin our          
preparation for Easter.  Lent provides us opportunities to support each other, as there will be moments of weakness and 
temptation for us, just as Jesus had to face very real temptations for forty days in the desert.  We might say, ‘It was easy for 
Jesus!’  It wasn’t.  He too had to struggle to do the will of God.  His victory was achieved through prayer, fasting and            
obedience to the word of God.    

Virtue would be meaningless if there was no evil, no struggle.  Virtue involves a choice between good and evil.  Every time we 
overcome a temptation, it makes us stronger.  Each right choice make the next right choice more likely and easier.  The story 
of Jesus being tempted is a consoling one, as it shows us that there is a price to be paid to succeed in the struggle but the Holy 
Spirit will always be with us.  Spiritual progress towards Easter is a gift but we need to play our part by wanting that gift and 
creating the conditions to receive it.   

Lord, thank you for this special season of grace that is Lent. 
Bless each member of our family as we journey together towards Easter. 

Amen 

 

We are delighted to inform you that Mrs Agata 

Tokarz, one of our Midday Meals Supervisors, 

has given birth to a beautiful baby boy.         

May God Bless her family.       

LENT 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on 14th February.  Children 
in school will have a whole school Mass on 20th February led 
by Father Sean. 

CHILDREN AT HOME ALONE 

It has come to my attention that a minority of parents are 
leaving their children home alone which could put your child 
at risk. The government quotes the NSPCC advice as follows: 
*babies, toddlers and very young children should never be      
left alone                                                                                       
*children under 12 are rarely mature enough to be left alone 
for a long period of time 

If we ever had concerns about children’s well-being and    
safety while alone at home we would need to report our   
concerns to the relevant authorities.   

For further information and guidance go to http://
www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/
leaving-child-home-alone  
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CONTACT DETAILS 

If you change address or telephone/mobile numbers 
please inform the office immediately.  It is vitally           
important that we have accurate and up to date  information 
so that we are able to contact you in an emergency.  Please 
also remember to update this information in ParentMail. 

Please also inform the office if you wish to change any of the 
people on your child’s contact list. This can be updated at any 
time at the school office. It is important that anyone who may 
collect your child from school in an emergency, is noted on this 
list. 

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL / SICKNESS 

If your child is absent from school for any reason 
please telephone the school and choose Option 1, 
which is a dedicated absence line, before 9.00am, 
on their first day of absence to explain why.   

Unfortunately there are a lot of sickness bugs that seem to be 
going around at the moment.  If your child suffers from a      
sickness bug they need to stay away from school for at least 
24hrs after the last bout of sickness / stomach upset.  This is 
because they themselves will still be potentially unwell, but 
also to ensure the bug isn’t passed on.                                                   

ATHLETICS 

The school has had some fantastic success 
in recent athletics events,  undertaking a 
range of running, jumping and throwing 
activities, competing against schools from across 
Medway.  The Yr3&4 athletes won their afternoon 
event and were eventually placed an impressive 
overall 3rd of the 28 teams taking part in the         
competition.  The Yr5&6 athletes have had even 
more success as they won their event outright of the 
32 Medway teams competing. As a result, the school 
qualified for the Kent finals, competing against 14 
other district winners from across the county.  They 
worked hard at the finals and are now placed 7th 
best in the whole of Kent.  Brilliant efforts from all 
the athletes involved! Well done. 

Miss Jessup, PE Leader  

MEDICINE 

If your child is unwell, and has been         
prescribed medicine by the doctor that 
needs to be taken during the school day, 
please bring it to the school office, where 
staff will give you a form to complete. 

PLEASE DO NOT GIVE MEDICINE TO YOUR CHILD TO 
BRING INTO SCHOOL THEMSELVES. 

We cannot give tablets or medicine that hasn’t been   
prescribed by a doctor, but if you feel that your child may 
need paracetamol, or something similar during the school 
day, you may come to school to administer this yourself. 

Leave of absence application & Attendance Policy 

Please do not ask for holiday in school time as children can only 
take leave of absence for an “Exceptional circumstance.”  If 
you are  unsure please check our attendance policy on the 
school website: www.stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk  (information, 
policies, Attendance policy) or come in and ask for a copy.   
Libby Renwick, HSSW 

DONATIONS PLEASE 

If anyone has any unwanted board games at home they would like 
to donate to our Breakfast Club, please send them into the school 
office. All donations will be gratefully received. Thank you! 

SCOOTERS 

Please do not bring scooters on to the school                        
grounds as they can be a hazard. 

BOOK WEEK: Monday 5th March-Friday 9th March 
2018 

We will be celebrating WORLD BOOK DAY on    
Thursday 1st March. Children are encouraged to 
dress up as their favourite book character and to 
bring in a copy of the book they appear in                  
(if possible). There will be a raffle, with tickets on 
sale at £1 a strip.  

Our Book Fair will be open Monday, Tuesday and    
Thursday after school in the week of 5th March, and   
catalogues will be coming home soon.  

We are also excited to be welcoming M and M              
Productions in for their performance of Alice in          
Wonderland on Thursday 8th March. A whole school 
cake sale will be taking place on Friday 9th February 
to raise funds towards this wonderful treat. Don’t 
forget to send cakes in for your child to sell, and 
money for your child to buy cakes from their friends! 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs Jacinta Read, English Leader 

PASSION PLAY 

The dates for the Year 3&4 Passion Play are Tuesday 28th 
March and Wednesday 29th March. We ask that the   
Wednesday date be kept strictly for adults only. Letters will 
come home soon. Thank you for your cooperation. 

PARENT VIEWS 

I am proud of our school and I am keen to listen to your 
thoughts about how we are doing. I will be seeking your      
opinions again through our annual confidential questionnaire 
which is attached to this newsletter for you to complete. 
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SCHOOL UNIFORM REMINDER AND LOST PROPERTY 

We would like to remind you of our school uniform, as it has been noted recently that some children are not wearing the   
correct uniform for school and in particular, school footwear.  Children’s shoes should be black or blue and NOT trainers.  St 
Mary’s pupils are recognised by their uniform and it is important that they wear it correctly so that they look smart for school.  

Safer Internet Day 2018 was 
celebrated globally on Tuesday 
6th February 2018 with the 
slogan “Create, Connect and 
Share Respect: A better        
internet starts with you”.  A 
factsheet and online safety 

letter with key information linked to e-safety, was sent out 
to all parents/carers again this week.  Please do not       
hesitate to contact Mrs Grabski, Headteacher and          
Designated Safeguarding Lead, to discuss any help you 
may need or concerns that you may have. 

This week, we’re encouraging        
children, young people and adults to 
celebrate their uniqueness. It’s all 
about #BeingOurselves! We have 
been raising self-esteem through  
assemblies; Art and Creativity        
Therapeutic Group Work and our 

Place2Be Parent Coffee morning.  When we have a positive 
view of ourselves it can help us to cope with life’s challenges, 
and recognising the different qualities of others can allow us 
to connect with those around us – which is vital for our own 
and others’ wellbeing.   
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LOST PROPERTY 
Please also be mindful to label all items of clothing, as there are a lot of items currently in lost property, which are un-
named.  All named items are easily returned to their rightful owners but we cannot do this with un-named items.  Please 
ensure that anything that comes into school has your child’s name written clearly on it.  Thank you. 

BAD WEATHER PROCEDURES 

If we have very bad weather during the winter e.g. snow, the school may have to be closed.  This happens very 
rarely, but if we need to close school, this is the procedure: 

 Decisions will usually be made on the day of closure 

 If school is due to close it will be announced on one of the local radio stations - BBC Kent and KMFM.  We 
cannot announce that we are open unless there is a change to the opening time 

 Information on the website will be updated.  The school will also notify parents by Parentmail and text 

 Announcements will be made regularly or will be on the radio website.  Please note it sometimes takes a while before 
our information is broadcast, particularly if a large number of the other schools are also affected by the weather 

Please keep this in a safe place as the weather forecast is for it to be very cold. 

WINTER UNIFORM 

Boys: 
Grey trousers 
Pale blue polo shirt (with logo as an option) 
School sweatshirt with logo 
Black or navy blue shoes 
Optional navy fleece with school logo 
Black or grey socks 

Girls: 
Navy blue skirt or navy blue trousers 
Pale blue polo shirt (with logo as an option) 
Black or navy shoes 
Navy tights or knee-length white or navy socks 
School sweatshirt with logo or school cardigan with logo 

Footwear should be appropriate for school and this means no heels as children could injure themselves. Boots (including 
ankle or knee-high boots) are not part of the school uniform and should not be worn. 

NO JEWELLERY IS ALLOWED EXCEPT STUDS AND WATCHES 
FASHION SHOES MUST NOT BE WORN AT SCHOOL 

PE KIT 

Plain white T-shirt and navy shorts. Plimsolls are needed for indoor games and trainers for junior football and other   out-
door games. Dance and gymnastics will be performed in bare feet.  Swimming trunks or a one-piece costume is    needed 
in Year 3 and plain navy tracksuit bottoms. 
 



Half Term 

School closes for Half Term on Friday 9th       
February and reopens for children on Monday 
19th February 2018. 

BREAKFAST CLUB 

There are a few places available in Breakfast Club, 
which costs just £2.50 a day. Forms are available at 
the school office. Please make sure that you          
pre-book your place—if you turn up with your child and 
breakfast club is full we will not be able to let your child in.  
Please also be aware that if you have to cancel your booking 
you WILL NOT be entitled to a refund as the food will already 
have been purchased in advance. 
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500 WORDS COMPETITION TIME 

Monday 15th January marked the launch of BBC Radio 2’s 
500 Words Competition where 5-13 year olds are challenged 
to write a story about any fictional topic. Last year, 131,798 
children entered the competition! 

Please take a look at the website http://www.bbc.co.uk/
programmes/p00rfvk1 and encourage your child to submit 
their own 500 word story directly online. 

St Mary’s has supported this competition for three years 
now, and have even seen children get through to the second 
round! Will 2018 reveal a St Mary’s winner? 

The closing date is Thursday 23rd February at 19:00. 

Good luck, and don’t forget to send in a paper copy of the 
final piece for us to share. Have fun! Mrs Read, English 
Leader 

PTA  

A big thank you to our PTA, who all work 
extremely hard in raising funds, to        
support our pupils at St Mary’s.  Please 
contact Mrs Gemma Manuel, PTA Chairperson, if you are   
willing to help with the events planned through the year.  
Further details of upcoming events will follow through the 
year.  All your support is greatly appreciated. 

Year R and Key Stage 1 Assembly Rota 
Year R and Key Stage 1 Assemblies are at 9.10am on a     

Friday morning.  

All parents are invited to the following Assemblies 

 

Willow class’s assembly has moved from 2nd March to 16th 
March and Ash and Elm will do a joint assembly on 9th 
March.  I apologise for the changes but this has been          
necessary to accommodate the Passion Play. 

Mrs Hunt, KS1 Phase Leader 

Friday Class Assembly 

2nd February HOLLY 

9th February CHERRY 

23rd February BEECH 

9th March ELM & ASH 

16th March WILLOW 

23rd March Assembly in class 
due to the Passion 
Play 

     

Collect FREE donations for our school with all your online 
shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School Supporters, who have 
helped to raise school funds through 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am pleased to inform 
you that so far we have raised £308.76! 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to raise 
much needed funds, to support our curriculum and events 
for the children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 3,000 
retailers to start shopping.  After you have made your      
purchase, the retailer will make a donation to our school at 
no extra cost to you.  Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/ 

MATHS WORKSHOP  

On Thursday 8th February 2018 St Mary’s hosted a Maths 
Workshop Day for some of our Year 1 and 2                       
Mathematicians.  The Maths Workshops are always a huge 
success and we are delighted that children from local 
schools were invited to join us.  

This was an exciting day where the children worked with 
Pete Hall, a Maths Specialist who has led workshops for   
children in schools Nationally and Internationally. Pete's 
workshops are always full of exciting, age appropriate    
problem-solving activities. 

Miss Staunton, Mathematics Leader 

READING WITH YOUR CHILD 

A reminder to parents about the importance 
of reading with your child every day. It only 
needs to be for 10 minutes but really benefits 
your child. 

ST MARY’S TERM DATES FOR 2018-19 ACADEMIC YEAR 
are attached for your information.  Please make a note of 
these in advance, as they differ from Medway Term dates 
2018-19. Thank you. 
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