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Journeying by the light of faith 

The journey of the Magi was bold, courageous and imaginative.  Yet to many it must have appeared    
foolish, even a little crazy.  It can’t have been an easy journey.  No doubt they encountered many        
difficulties, doubts and dangers they persevered in their quest and were rewarded when they finally 
found the Christ-Child. 

Though the light of a star guided them, they did not know where the star would lead them.  So, their 
journey was very much a journey of faith.  Even when they saw the Child, they still had to make an act of 
faith.  Seeing is not necessarily believing. 

The journey of the Magi symbolises our journey of faith and it can serve as a model for that journey.  Just 
as the Magi were guided by the light of a star, so are we guided by the light of faith. 

Their journey was one of searching and questioning, of fear and hope, of pain and joy.  The faith journey 
contains all of these elements.  It’s not an easy journey.  Like the Magi we can expect to encounter      
difficulties and to experience doubts.  We can draw inspiration from the courage and perseverance of the 
Magi. 

The Magi didn’t travel alone; they travelled in a little community of three; three believers and in this way 
they supported each another.  We must not try to make the journey of faith alone.  We travel together in 
our community and are able to support each another. 

Unlike the Magi, we already know Christ and have encountered him in faith but because we haven’t seen 
him face to face, means we haven’t arrived at our final destination yet.  The journey of faith is a lifetime, 
with our goal to see Christ in glory. 

Lord, keep us strong in faith. 
Fill our hearts with your love and bring us to the glory you promise. 

Amen 
 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
Welcome back to schooI! I hope you had a peaceful and holy Christmas break and I wish you all a very 
Happy New Year!  A special thank you to everyone who sent cards, letters and gifts to myself and the 
staff. Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciated. 
I am delighted to inform you that we have been graded ‘Outstanding’ in our recent Religious Education 
inspection.  I would like to thank you on behalf the Governors and staff at St Mary’s, for all your positive 
feedback and support, in discussions with our Lead Inspectors.   
Thank you for your continued commitment and support.   
Mrs MJ Grabski 
Headteacher 



WORLD VISION CHARITY 

Thank you for your generosity at our Christmas 
Performances.  The raffles raised £241.00 and all 
proceeds will go to the charity World Vision. 

PASSION PLAY 

On the 27th and 28th March Y3 & Y4 
will be performing the Passion of 
Christ.  Admission will be by ticket  
only.  The performance on 27th 
March will be for adults and pre-school children.  
The performance on 28th March will be for 
adults only.     

A letter detailing how to request tickets will be 
sent nearer the time. 

BOOK WEEK 

We are already thinking about our Book Week, 
and are excited to announce that M&M        
Productions will be visiting us again. Their performance of 
The Hobbit last year was incredible and we are looking  

forward to seeing them perform ‘Alice In     
Wonderland’ on Thursday 8th March. Some 
events are being organised to raise money for 
that week, the first of which will be a 
Whole School Cake Sale on Friday 9th 

February. Please send in cakes for your child to 
sell at school that day, and money for purchases! 
Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs Read 

DIARY DATES 

Friday 9th February: Whole School Cake Sale 

Thursday 1st March: World Book Day- Dress up as your   
favourite book character/ Raffle 

Monday 5th March: Book Week 

Collect FREE donations for our school with all your 
online shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School  Supporters, who have 
helped to raise school funds through 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am pleased to inform 
you that so far we have raised £348.27! 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to raise 
much needed funds, to support our curriculum and 
events for the children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 
3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you have made 
your purchase, the retailer will make a donation to our 
school at no extra cost to you.  Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/ 

BAD WEATHER PROCEDURES 

If we have very bad weather during the winter e.g. snow, the school may have to be closed.  This happens 
very rarely, but if we need to close school, this is the procedure: 

 Decisions will usually be made on the day of closure 

 If school is due to close it will be announced on one of the local radio stations - BBC Kent and 
KMFM.  We cannot announce that we are open unless there is a change to the opening time 

 Information on the website will be updated.  The school will also notify parents by Parentmail and text 

 Announcements will be made regularly or will be on the radio website.  Please note it sometimes takes a while 
before our information is broadcast, particularly if a large number of the other schools are also affected by the 
weather 

Please keep this in a safe place as the weather forecast is for it to be very cold. 

MUSIC PROVISION 

We are very fortunate that with the    

support of Dynamics, The Music            

Education Hub, St Mary’s has been able to extend the 

music provision across the school.  In addition to the 

existing timetabled music lessons in Key Stage 1, Year 

3 and 4 lessons in Ocarina and Recorder, pupils are 

now able to have drumming lessons each week on a 

rolling programme.   

There are also taster lessons for pupils across Key 

Stage 2 in Guitar, Clarinet and Keyboard.  If your child 

decides that they would like to learn one of these   

instruments, there are opportunities for them to have 

individual or group tuition.  

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/


KS1 & KS2 SATS MEETINGS 
On Tuesday 6th February at 5.00pm we will be 
inviting Y2 parents to find out more about KS1 
SATs.  

Y6 parents are invited to find out more about 
KS2 SATs due to take place during the week 
14th-18th May this year.  We have planned a 
meeting on Wednesday 7th February at 
5.00pm.  

Letters for these meetings are being sent home, 
so please ensure you return the reply slips at 
your earliest convenience. 

Book Week 2018 
will be celebrated 
during the week of 

Monday 5th 

CURRICULUM INFORMATION 

The teachers have included a curriculum letter     
outlining what your child will be studying this term, 
together with a termly topic overview. 

PARENTMAIL 

Parentmail is a really useful way for the school 
to contact parents, particularly if the school is to 
close due to bad weather, if after-school clubs 
are cancelled or coaches delayed on trips. 

It is important that all parents are registered on 
Parentmail so that we can contact you in an       
emergency. 

If you haven’t already done so, please log on to 
Parentmail urgently and update both your 
email   address and your mobile telephone 
number.   

If you have already done this, thank you. 

The link you need is: 

https://pmx.parentmail.co.uk   

If you have forgotten your password please   
follow the directions after clicking ‘Forgot My 
Password’. 

If you own a smartphone, there is now a free  
Parentmail App available to download, so that 
you can receive information direct to your     
mobile phone. 

GREENFIELD ROAD 

Please can parents take care when driving, reversing 
and parking in Greenfield Road.  We have had       
complaints from the residents and would ask you 
please to show some consideration to the people 
that live in Greenfield Road. 

EASTER BREAK 

Just a reminder that the 
school will close for the  
Easter / Spring break at 
2.00pm on Thursday 29th 
March and will re-open at 
the usual time on Monday 
16th April. 

500 Words is back for 2018! 
Chris Evans’ BBC RADIO 2 500 words story writing 
competition opens on Monday 15th January and 
runs until 22nd February. As usual, we hope St 
Mary’s children will submit entries. More details to 
follow. Watch this space! Mrs Read 

SCHOOL COLLECTION 

Please can I remind parents that all children in FS and KS1 
need to be collected from school by an adult.  We cannot 
allow older siblings to collect their younger siblings to 
walk home unaccompanied.  If you are unable to collect 
your children yourself please make alternative                
arrangements and let us know. 

PARENTS’ CONSULTATION EVENING YR-Y6 

Our Spring Consultation Evening will be held over 2 
sessions which gives you more choice.  At these 
sessions the teachers will have the opportunity to 
share your child’s progress and give you a report on 
their attitude to learning.  These meetings will be on 
either: 

Thursday 15th March from 4.00 - 6.00pm or 

Thursday 22nd March from 6.00 - 8.00pm 

This evening is for parents only.  Further information 
about appointments will be sent nearer the time. 

FOREST SCHOOL 

Forest School would 
like donations of    
suitable outdoor   
clothing, tracksuits 
and large size wellies 
please. Many thanks. 

Mrs Starr  

FS/KS1 Assembly Timetable 

Holly class 2nd February 

Cherry class 9th February 

Beech class 23rd February 

Willow class 2nd March 

Elm 9th March 

Ash 16th March 

https://pmx.parentmail.co.uk
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwie9KiS_NnYAhUHOBQKHfAtAv8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sparklebox.co.uk%2Ftopic%2Ffaiths-festivals-celebrations%2Feaster%2F&psig=AOvVaw1Ecl2D2k3S5g4OU7FNDMUk&ust
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwlZfb_NnYAhVCzRQKHX5TB6cQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fulhampri.lbhf.sch.uk%2Fevent%2Fbook-week-assembly%2F&psig=AOvVaw0KozeJRXYUA4Qum8Rutagv&ust=15161058432361

