
CHRISTMAS MASSES 

Fr Sean extends his best wishes at Christmas time 
and invites you to attend the Christmas                
celebrations and Masses in the parish which are 
listed below: 

Sunday 24th December      

Mass of the Vigil of Christmas     6.30pm 

(this fulfils your obligation of coming to Mass on Christmas 
Day, and includes a short nativity service)   

Carols and Office of Readings    11.30pm 

Monday 25th December   

Mass                   9.30am & 11.30am 

BAD WEATHER PROCEDURES 

Unfortunately a bad winter is predicted.  If we have very bad weather during the winter e.g. snow, the school may have 
to be closed.  This happens very rarely, but if we need to close school, this is the procedure: 

 Decisions will usually be made on the day of closure 

 If school is due to close it will be announced on one of the local radio stations - BBC Kent and KMFM.  We cannot 
announce that we are open unless there is a change to the opening time 

 Information on the website will be updated.  The school will also notify parents by Parentmail and text 

 Announcements will be made regularly or will be on the radio website.  Please note it sometimes takes a while 
before our information is broadcast, particularly if a large number of the other schools are also affected by the 
weather 

Please keep this in a safe place as the weather forecast is for it to be very cold into next year. 

SCHOOL PERFORMANCES 

I am very proud of all the children who are working 
so hard to share the Christmas message with you 
and I know you will be very proud too. 

This year all monies raised at our performances will be used to 
support our charity World Vision.  Thank you in anticipation of 
your generosity. 
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

Christmas lunch for children is on Wednesday 20th 
December.  If you would like your child to have a 
Christmas lunch, and if you haven’t already told the cook, 
please see Natalia outside the school office where she takes 
dinner money every morning.  The cost of the lunch will be 
£2.05 and should be paid on booking.   

THERE WILL BE NO CASH CAFÉ ON THIS DAY OR ON 
THURSDAY 21ST DECEMBER.  Because the children are having 
a roast on Wednesday, the menu on the last day of term will 
be Fish Fingers, Chips and Beans. 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

During this season of Advent, the children have 
had opportunities to reflect, through meditations 
and prayer, in preparation for Christmas.   

This has also been a very exciting and special time 
for the children, as they have taken part in their 
Nativities and in sharing the message of        
Christmas.  It has been a privilege to see such           
wonderful Nativities across the school. 

I would like to thank you for your continued            
commitment and support.  Keep checking our       
newsletters and website: 
stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk for upcoming events 
where additional up to date information can be 
found.    

On behalf of the staff and governors, I wish you a   
happy and peaceful Christmas. 

Mrs MJ Grabski 
Headteacher 

FAREWELL 

Miss Evans, who is currently on maternity leave, has       

decided to leave St Mary’s at the end of this term, as she 

embarks on a new career path in Social Care.  We thank 

Miss Evans for her hard work and contribution to St Mary’s 

and we wish her all the best for the future. 

We also say  goodbye and thank you to Mrs Tomas who has 

been gaining school work experience in Reception class.  

We also wish her all the best for the future. 



CHRISTMAS CHOIR 

After weeks of practising our readings and 
songs, the senior choir visited Rochester        
Cathedral on Wednesday 6th December 2017 to 
take part in the annual schools’ carol service. We had a 
fantastic day joining our voices with the other schools to 
create a very festive atmosphere. Our children behaved 
beautifully and were a real credit to St Mary’s. Everyone 
left feeling very full of Christmas cheer. Thank you to    
everyone who took part and to Mrs Howlett and Mr     
Robinson for helping. 

PTA CAKE COMPETITION AND  

SECRET SANTA ROOM 

Thank you for all the cakes that were made 
and donated to the PTA Cake Competition 
earlier this month.  There was a mouth watering selection 
and the individual class winners are listed below. 

NURSERY AM  Joseph Edwards 

NURSERY PM  Abishan Sasikaran      

ASH  Kaden de Silva 

ELM  Jackson Roberts 

HOLLY  Jakub Przybala 

WILLOW  Louis Dambreville-Harker 

CHERRY  Elspeth Batty 

BEECH  Julia Kielsa    

MAPLE  Megan Plummer 

YEW  Matteo Stokes     

POPLAR  Cody Avers 

JUNIPER  Blaise Welch         

BIRCH  Nathaniel George 

PINE  Clare Odedeji               

OAK  John Carter  

CEDAR  Florence Lapthorn         

The PTA would also like to thank you for your support for 
their Secret Santa Room - lots of you bought your        
children along to visit the Secret Room and the afternoon 
was a great success.  A huge thank you to the PTA who 
raised £700! 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Please remember in your prayers, members of our 
school community for whom this is a difficult time of 
year, either through bereavement or  other difficult 
circumstances.  Thank you. 

RECEPTION ADMISSIONS  

The closing date for Reception applications is 15th      
January 2018. A place in our Nursery does not           
guarantee a place in Reception and even if your child 
has a current place in the Nursery you must apply    
separately for a place in Reception.  Medway Council 
would like to encourage all parents/carers of children 
resident in Medway to submit their school application 
online. Applying online offers you a quick, easy and 
secure option for submitting your application.  You can 
apply online at:  www.medway.gov.uk/
onlineadmissions 

LATE CHILDREN 

Each day more and more children are arriving 
late to school, which is very disruptive both for 
the class and their own education. 

The doors open at 8.40am - please make every effort to get 
your child to school for this time.  The doors close     
promptly at 8.50am at which point your child is marked 
late, and this is recorded in the register. Many thanks for 
your co-operation. 

PUPIL CONFERENCES 
Children in Year 1-6 have all recently taken part in 
their termly individual Pupil Conferences with their 
class teachers to discuss their learning journey,  
progress and next steps.  This is a very valuable and    
collaborative approach to assessing children’s       
ongoing progress and centres on the quality of their  
learning experiences and new challenges. 

Collect FREE donations for our school with all your online 
shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School  Supporters, who have 
helped to raise school funds through 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am pleased to inform 
you that so far we have raised £298.82! 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to raise 
much needed funds, to support our curriculum and events 
for the children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 
3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you have made 
your purchase, the retailer will make a donation to our 
school at no extra cost to you.  Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/ 

POLITE REMINDER 

Please be reminded that packed lunches must not        
contain nut-based foods, especially Nutella type chocolate 
spread. This is due to children in school with severe nut 
allergies. Thank you. 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/


SICKNESS 

If your child is suffering from sickness and tummy upsets 
it is important that they stay away from school for a 
minimum of 24 hours.  They can return to school once 
they are well again and have eaten and had a drink 
without being sick again.  Thank you. 

LOST PROPERTY 

We have several items in Lost Property. Please ask your      
children to come and claim their belongings.  

Please ensure all items are named clearly so that if they are 

found they can be returned promptly to their rightful owner. 

This includes lunch boxes and purses as well as clothes. 

READING EGGS, READING EGGSPRESS AND MATHLETICS 

Your child has an individual subscription to: 

Reading Eggs: readingeggs.co.uk 

Reading Eggspress: readingeggspress.co.uk  

Mathletics: uk.mathletics.com 

The games and activities are fun, engaging and educational.  
We celebrate the Class Champions for Reading Eggs and 
Mathletics each month and children receive their individual 
certificates each week. 

Please see your child’s class teacher if you are not sure of 

their login and password details. 

ATTENDANCE 

The school’s current attendance is at 95.97% and although this is good, we must point out that there have been: 

306 Unauthorised absences recorded since the beginning of term and 445 late marks. This needs to be improved. 

Getting your child in to school and on time really matters. Did you know? 

 
 

 
Attendance is regularly monitored and any child whose attendance is low or is regularly coming in late will be    
referred to our Attendance Advisory Officer, Samantha Karnovski, who will be in inviting you in to an Attendance 
Clinic if attendance or unpunctuality continues to be an issue.  

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to speak to our Home-School Support Worker, Mrs Renwick.  

Thank you for your co-operation.  

If in a school year your child is 
late everyday… 

Your child would have lost         
approximately… 

Or they would have missed      
approximately… 

5 minutes 3.5 days from school 20 lessons 

10 minutes 7 days from school 41 lessons 

15 minutes 10 days from school 55 lessons 

20 minutes 14.5 days from school 82 lessons 

30 minutes 22 days from school 123 lessons 

If your child’s attendance during 
the school year is… 

Your child would have lost        
approximately… 

Or they would have missed      
approximately… 

95% 9 days 50 lessons 

90% 19 days 100 lessons 

85% 29 days 150 lessons 

80% 38 days 200 lessons 

75% 48 days 250 lessons 

70% 57 days 290 lessons 

65% 67 days 340 lessons 

CHILDREN IN NEED 

On 17th November 2017 the children helped to raise money 
for BBC Children In Need. Thank you to the School Learning 
Council for promoting the day and to all those who took 
part in their own different ways. For wearing their own 
clothes or pyjamas for the day the school was able to raise 
£394.40. Year 6 held a bake sale and sold lemonade and 
raised a further £120.74 bringing the total raised to an 
amazing £515.14. Thanks again to everyone for their kind 
donations.  

Miss Staunton 

DROPPING OFF CHILDREN TO SCHOOL 

Please be reminded that children must not be dropped 
off at the school gates before 8.30am in the morning as 
there is no supervision at this time in the morning. 
School gates open at 8.30am and children may wait on 
the playground from then. 



SPARE SCHOOL UNIFORM 

Thank you to all who have donated unwanted school 

uniform to the school. We are very grateful and we have 

a good stock in case we need to use spare uniform in the 

school. We would like to sell some of the other school 

uniform that we have left over, and all we ask for is a 

small donation  to the school. So if you are in need of 

any spare uniform, please ask our Home-School Support 

Worker, Mrs Renwick, if we have what you need. Once 

again, we thank everyone who has donated school     

uniform to the school.  

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL 
May we remind you that when your child is absent, 

you must phone in daily to let us know the reasons 

for their absence, what medical advice has been 

given or is going to be sought.  In cases where your 

child is expected to be off for a certain amount of 

time, for example, for 2 weeks after an operation, 

please let is know in advance of the absence dates 

and also update us midway to let us know how they 

are.  If you have any further queries, please do not 

hesitate to contact: 

Mrs Renwick Home-School Support Worker 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

All children attending school in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
are entitled to a school meal free of charge. However, it is 
important that you still complete an application if your child 
is eligible for a free school meal. Even though your child will 
receive a school meal, if you are receiving any of the      
benefits listed you should still apply as your child’s school 
will also be entitled to extra funding of £1,300 known as 
pupil premium.  

If you have children under 19 years old and still in full time 
education, they may be entitled to a free school meal if you 
receive either:  

. Employment and Support Allowance (income-related)  

. Income Support  

. Jobseeker’s Allowance (income based)  

. The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit  

. Support under Pt VI of the Immigration and Asylum  Act   
1999      

. Child Tax Credit  

. Working Tax Credit run-one paid for 4 weeks after you 
stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit  

. Universal Credit  

All applications need to be completed online: 

www.medway.gov.uk – apply – free school meals 

CHANGE 4 LIFE - HEALTHY LIVING AMBASSADORS 

We are very proud to have been selected by The Howard School Sports Partnership as the only school in Medway to train a 
group of our students to be Healthy Living Ambassadors.  15 of our Y6 pupils attended a “Change 4 Life” conference at the 
Kent Showground in Detling, along with other schools from across Kent.  The pupils investigated different aspects of healthy 
living and learned how they can help the community here at St Mary’s.  Over the coming months, the Ambassadors will be 
engaging with pupils from other schools in the area,  in order to train them so they too can go back into their own schools as 
Change for Life Champions.   

ABLE WRITERS WORKSHOP 

On Wednesday 29th November, we again hosted a Writers’ Workshop. Authors Abroad sent along the novelist Matt Whyman, 
who started his career as a journalist. Small groups of children in Years 5 and 6 came along from local schools to join some of 
our boys in the day’s sessions: Burnt Oak Primary, Hoo St Werburgh Primary, St William of Perth RC Primary, All Faith     
Children's Academy and Balfour Juniors. Matt introduced the children to journalism, turning the hall base into a lively    
newsroom, going through the basics of reporting and ultimately encouraging them to cover every aspect of a breaking news 
story about a UFO spotted over school grounds. This involved interviewing key players, assembling the narrative from      
different sources and presenting their reports in a news bulletin. The day was a huge success with lots of positive feedback 
from children and adults alike. We look forward to hosting another event soon. 

The teachers and staff at St Mary’s 
wish you all a very  

Merry Christmas and a  
Happy New Year! 

END OF TERM 

School closes at 2pm on Thursday 21st 
December and starts again on Thursday 

4th January 2018 

PLEASE NOTE 2 INSET DAYS 2018: 

Wed 7th March & Fri 22nd June 



 

Celebrating Christmas 

How should we celebrate Christmas?  Two extremes should be avoided.  The first is to regard Christmas 
as a purely religious feast to be celebrated only in Church.  The other extreme is to see Christmas as a 

purely secular event without any spiritual meaning. 
 

In reality, our celebration of Christmas has many layers: 
The top layer is the consumer Christmas: insistent Christmas carols, reindeer, Father Christmas and     

excessive shopping.  It encourages acquisitiveness among children and creates anxiety about              
overspending and fatigue among adults.  It is a Christmas with a hollow core.  To eliminate the religious 

aspect of Christmas is to remove the heart and soul of Christmas.  
 

Next comes the Charles Dickens layer – cards depicting snowy scenes, roaring fires, turkey and ham, 
plum pudding and mince pies.  It is the Christmas of the family get-together and of goodwill to all.  These 
values have a lot to be said for them.  Most people mirror this version of Christmas, but in the absence 
of faith, what does it amount to?  A little uplift, a few pious phrases a few gifts given and received and 

then everything goes on as before. 
 

The third level is that of the crib, which depicts for us what Christmas is all about.  This is the layer 
of the school Nativity play, which re-enacts the Christmas story and which for all its simplicity can be 

deeply moving.   
 

The fourth and deepest layer is the spiritual one.  It is the story of how in Israel 2000 years ago, a baby 
was born.  In the person of this baby, God’s Son took our nature upon himself and entered our world of 

weakness and in love.  He came to remind us that we are God’s children and have an eternal destiny. 
 

There is a tendency to dismiss the first three layers and to see the spiritual layer as the only one, based 
on the assumption that the spiritual and the material are opposed to one another.  There can be no such 

thing as a purely spiritual Christmas.  Christianity includes the physical as well the spirit.   We need to 
find a connection between the secular marketplace and the spiritual content of the feast.  Much of the 

buying and selling that occurs at Christmas fosters gift-giving, good works, joy and the affirmation of 
family ties. 

 
We tend to make a clear division between the sacred and the secular.  But you won’t find that in     
Christmas.  At Christmas these are so interwoven that they seem to be one and the same thing. 
The Christmas story is set, not in a church or temple or synagogue, but in the everyday world. 

 
Christ is the Light of the world. 

His light was not lit once in Bethlehem and then extinguished. 
It continues to shine for all who believe in him. 

It is a persistent and defiant light that no darkness can overpower. 
Lord, may the radiance of your glory light up our lives and bring us safely through the shadows of this 

world to our homeland or everlasting light. 
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JANUARY 

3rd STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 

4th School opens for pupils 

6th Feast of the Epiphany 

16th Road Safety Workshops Y1, Y3 & Y4 

17th Road Safety Workshops Y2 & Y5 

FEBRUARY 

2nd The Presentation of the Lord 

8th Maths Workshop Y1 & Y2 – Pete Hall 

12th – 16th HALF TERM WEEK 

13th Shrove Tuesday 

14th Ash Wednesday 

18th 1st Sunday of Lent 

19th School opens for pupils 

25th 2nd Sunday of Lent 

MARCH 

4th 3rd Sunday of Lent 

5th – 9th BOOK WEEK 

7th STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 

11th 4th Sunday of Lent – Mothering Sunday 

14th KS1 Music Festival 

15th Open Evening 4-6pm Parent/Teacher Interviews 

18th 5th Sunday of Lent 

19th St Joseph’s Feast Day 

22nd Open Evening 6-8pm Parent/Teacher Interviews 

24th Feast of the Annunciation 

25th Palm Sunday 

26th – 30th Holy Week 

27th Writers’ Workshop – Y1 & Y2 – Robin Price 
Years 3 & 4 Passion Play for Parents 

28th Years 3 & 4 Passion Play for Parents (adults only) 

29th Maundy Thursday 
School closes 2pm 

30th Good Friday 

APRIL 

1st Easter Sunday 

2nd Easter Monday 

3rd – 13th EASTER BREAK 

TERM DATES JANUARY 2018—APRIL 2018 


