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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

It continues to be a very positive and busy start to the second half of the Autumn term.  I would like to thank you on behalf 
the Governors and staff at St Mary’s, for all your positive feedback and support, in discussions with our Lead Inspector and 
your online surveys, during our recent Ofsted Inspection.   

Monday 13th November to Friday 17th November is National Anti-Bullying Week coordinated by the Anti- Bullying Alliance. 
Anti-Bullying Week shines a light on bullying, sending a clear and positive message that it is neither acceptable nor inevitable 
in our schools and communities.  

The theme this year is 'All Different, All Equal' with the following key aims:  

 To empower children and young people to  celebrate what makes them, and others, unique 

 Help children and young people understand how important it is that every child feels valued and included in school, 
able to be themselves, without fear of bullying 

 Encourage parents and carers to work with their school and talk to their children about bullying, difference and     
equality 

 Enable teachers and other children’s workforce professionals to celebrate what makes us ‘all different, all equal’ and 
celebrate difference and equality. Encouraging them to take individual and collective action to prevent bullying,  

             creating safe environments where children can be themselves 

During this week each class will participate in lots of  different activities and assemblies, which promote anti-bullying. However 
St Mary’s recognises that this focus should not just be for one week and is committed to long-term sustainable measures to 
prevent and deal with any form of bullying behaviour, working together with children and parents to address this important 
issue. 

We look forward to all the wonderful Christmas activities this term; please put key dates in your diaries.  Keep checking our 
newsletters and website: stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk for upcoming events where additional up to date information can be 
found.    

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs Maureen Grabski 

God’s Guiding Hand 

 

 

 

 

In the year 1880 in Paris a rather poorly dressed priest showed up at a presbytery looking for a night’s lodgings.  He had come all the 
way from Turin, in Italy, and was trying to raise funds to build a church.  The visitor’s name was John Bosco, but this meant nothing 
to the resident priest, so he put him in the attic.  Many years later when John Bosco was declared a saint by the Church, the priest 
said, “Had I known it was John Bosco, I would not have put him in the attic; I would have given him the best room in the house.” 

We never know exactly who it is we are meeting in the person of our neighbour.  But this is not important.  What is important is that 
we see in that person a needy human being, and that we do our best to meet their need.  Behind every face, no matter how strange, 
the face of Christ lies hidden. 

 
Holy Spirit, come. 

Give us wisdom and courage so we may bring your love wherever it is most needed. 
We make our prayer through Christ Our Lord. 
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PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE TO CHILD PROTECTION AND SAFETY NO PHOTOGRAPHS OR VIDEOS CAN BE TAKEN   
DURING PERFORMANCES AND ASSEMBLIES AT SCHOOL. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION. 

CHRISTMAS NATIVITIES 

The children will be starting to work 
hard to prepare their Christmas 
Nativity for you.  Entrance to the 
performances will be by ticket only 
so that we can control numbers for health & safety 
reasons.   

If you would like tickets please could you fill out the 
ticket request form that your child will bring home 
nearer the time.  Please note tickets will be          
allocated on a first come first served basis and all 
request forms should be returned to the office by 
Friday 1st December at the latest. 

Because of the disruption it causes, no photos or 
videos will be allowed during the performances.  
We will be taking photos of the children and these 
will be on display on the day of the performances 
and they can be purchased for 50p each which    
covers our costs.  A DVD can be purchased for £6.  
DVDs should be for personal use  only. 

Mrs Charles and Mrs Shepherd will be selling raffle 
tickets at the performances in the school hall.  All 
monies will be donated to World Vision.  I know 
that you will be as generous as you can. 

CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCES 

Year 1 & Year 2 Nativity 

We have arranged for 2          
performances this year.      

Tickets will be limited to 2 per family but we ask that no 
one attends more than once, so that everyone has a 
chance to attend.  Letters requesting tickets will be sent 
out next week. 

1) Performance on Tuesday 12th December 2pm 

Those parents with pre-school children are invited to this 
performance.  Please note that your child may be asked 
to sit on your lap if the hall is full. 

2) Performance on Wednesday 13th December 2pm 

No pre-school children will be allowed at this                
performance and unfortunately anyone bringing a child 
will be asked to leave. 

Year R Nativity 

This will be at 2pm on Friday 8th December.  Tickets will 
be limited to 2 per family.   Pre-school children are      
welcome to attend but we ask that they sit on your laps 
so that we have enough seats for adults. 

In Catholic tradition November is a month of prayer for the dead 
 
The practice of praying for the dead is rooted first in the Christian belief in the        
everlasting life promised in Jesus’ teachings and fore-shadowed by his disciple’s      
experience that God had raised him from the dead. After death, even though         
separated from our earthly body, we yet continue a personal existence. It is as living 
persons that God invites us into a relationship whose life transcends death. 
 
Praying for the dead has further origins in our belief in the communion of saints. 
Members of this community who are living, often assist each other in faith by prayers and other forms of 
spiritual support. Christians who have died continue to be members of the communion of saints. We    
believe that we can assist them by our prayers, and they can assist us by theirs. 

So during this month of November let us remember all our deceased family and friends and those who 
have no-one to pray for them. This month the children will be putting the names of their loved ones on 
our prayer tree and we will pray for them this month. 

'Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls of the     

faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. ' 



Christmas Lunch 

Christmas lunch is scheduled for 
Wednesday 20th December.  Please 
note there will be no cash café for KS2 
pupils on this day.  Because the Christmas lunch is so 
popular the cook will be writing to you shortly so that 
we can make sure enough food is ordered for the 
children.  As this is a special occasion and kitchen 
staff are particularly busy we ask that all payments 
are made in advance, as staff will not have time to 
handle money on that day. 

Christmas Nativity Year 5 & Year 6 

Parents with children in Year 5 and Year 6 
are welcome to join our celebration in 
church on Friday 15th December at 2pm.  Tickets are 
not necessary for this.  We will however be collecting 
for a local children’s charity. 

PTA SECRET ROOM 

Please join the PTA in the hall after school on Friday 1st 
December to celebrate Christmas, where you will be able 
to buy the cakes from the cake competition earlier that 
day and also buy refreshments and raffle tickets.   

The children will be able to purchase presents in the  
popular secret room! 

DON’T FORGET TO BAKE SOME CAKES FOR THE CAKE 
COMPETITION ON FRIDAY 1ST DECEMBER 

 

YR Admission for September 2018 

Do you have a child who was born between 01/09/13 — 
31/08/14?  If so they are eligible to start school in          
September 2018.  Please call into the office if you need 
an application form and SIF form.  Please remember that 
all forms need to be returned to the school office and       
completed on-line, by 15th January 2018. 

Christmas Party 

The Christmas party is scheduled for 
Monday afternoon 18th December.  
Please send in a small selection of  party 
food such as crisps, sausage rolls, etc. for the         
children to enjoy.  Our thanks go to the PTA who 
have donated money for prizes.  Children can wear 
their party clothes all day for this occasion.       

Parents’ Consultation Evening 

Thank you to all those parents who came to Parents’ 
Evening and arranged for child care.  I hope you 
found it a supportive evening. 

CHILDREN IN NEED 

On Friday 17th November, the whole 
school will be celebrating Children in Need 
day. The School Learning Council decided 
that every class should choose their own way of 
raising money. Please look out for notices from the 
teachers with further information. All donations are 
greatly appreciated.  

Christmas Disco 

The PTA will be organising a Christmas  Disco, 
with a visit from Father Christmas on Thursday 
14th December.   

The times are as follows: 

Y1, Y2 & Y3 4.15 - 5.15pm 

Y4, Y5 & Y6 5.30 - 6.30pm 

 

Details about the costs for this event will be    
given to you by the PTA nearer the time 

Children will need to go home to get changed 
and then come back for the disco. 

 

We are delighted to inform you that Mrs 

Jane Savage has given birth to a beautiful 

baby girl, Ivy Olivia.  May God Bless her 

family.       
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Coffee Morning  

We are aiming to hold regular coffee mornings     
throughout the school year, in which different themes 
will be discussed such as e-safety and healthy eating. Our 
coffee mornings are for all of our parents and will be held 
within St Mary’s Catholic Primary School. 

Our first coffee morning will be on Thursday 16th           
November from 10am to 11am and the theme will be an 
Introduction to roles within the school and also Anti-
Bullying.  We look forward to seeing you all!  

Kind regards, 

Home School Support, SENCo and Place2Be 



Collect FREE donations for our school with all your 
online shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School  Supporters, who have 
helped to raise school funds through 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am pleased to inform 
you that so far we have raised £272.02! 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to raise 
much needed funds, to support our curriculum and 
events for the children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 
3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you have made 
your purchase, the retailer will make a donation to our 
school at no extra cost to you.  Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/ 

Donations Please! 

Mrs Allcorn is in the process of making sheep      
costumes for our Nativity. If anyone has any thick 
white wool please can you donate it to school. 
Many thanks. 

Book and Stationery Sale 

Mrs Howlett is pleased to announce we raised £161.45 
from the sale of books and stationery. 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

STORYBOOK PUMPKIN COMPETITION 

The staff at St Mary’s had great fun decorating their pumpkins 
for our Storybook Pumpkin Competition. We had 14 superb   
entries and the children enjoyed choosing their favourites and 
casting their votes: 

 The Lorax by Miss Adams 

 Charlotte from Charlotte’s Web by Mrs Bowditch 

 Harry Potter by Miss Brown 

 The Cheshire Cat from Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by 

         Miss Hunt                            

 Pinocchio by Miss Jessup 

 Greg from Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Mrs Knight 

 Yoda from Star Wars Jedi Heroes by Mrs Murphy 

 The Day the Crayons Quit by Mrs Plummer 

 Tabby McTat by Mrs Read 

 Unicorn from Princess Celestia by Mrs Shepherd 

 Simba from The Lion King by Sister Kay 

 Cat in the Hat by Mrs Starr 

 Violet Beauregarde from Charlie and the Chocolate Factory    

        by Miss Staunton 

 Cookie Monster from Sesame Street by Miss Weaser 

Children paid £1 to vote, and, in return, each received a raffle 
ticket for our Prize Book Draw. Thank you for your generosity - 

we raised just over £160 to put towards Book Week 2018! 

Congratulations to Mrs Shepherd in the office whose glitzy     
Unicorn pumpkin proved to be the most popular. Miss Weaser’s 
Cookie Monster came a close second.    
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Attendance  

As of 9th November 2017, the whole 
school’s attendance is 96.11%.     
However, there have been 253 lates 
before the registers close since the beginning of 
this term and this needs to be improved. Lateness 
has a negative impact. It can: disrupt lessons, affect 
achievement and embarrass/upset your child. It 
also adds up to loss of learning:  

5 minutes late every day adds up to 3 days lost 
each year  

10 minutes adds up to 6 days lost each year  

15 minutes adds up to 10 days lost each year  

20 minutes adds up to 13 days lost each year  

30 minutes adds up to 19 days lost each year  

Being on time means not missing out! 

Please talk to Mrs Renwick, the Home-School       
Support Worker, if you need any support with this.  

Absence 

May we remind you that when your child is absent, you 
must phone in daily to let us know the reasons for their 
absence and what medical advice has been given or is 
going to be sought. In cases where your child is expected 
to be off for a certain amount of time, for example, for 2 
weeks after an operation, please let us know in advance 
of the absence dates and also update us midway to let us 
know how they are.  

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to 
contact Mrs Renwick, the Home-School Support Worker.  

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/


Last Day of Term 

School closes at 2pm on Thursday 21st 
December and re-opens on  

Wednesday 3rd January 2018 

Medicine 

We are unable to administer medicine in 
school unless it is prescribed by a doctor. 

If your child needs to take prescribed 
medicine  during school hours please fill out a form 
at the school office and hand it to the office with the     
medicine.   

Medicine MUST be handed into the school office by 
an adult and must not be kept in school bags with 
the children. 

Parents are welcome to come to school to              
administer non-prescribed medicine to their           
children.  Please let the school office know if this is 
your intention. 

LOST PROPERTY 

We currently have a lot of lost property.  Please    
ensure that all items of clothing have your child’s 
name clearly labelled inside, this includes shoes and 
plimsolls as well as coats, hats, scarves and gloves.   If 
a named lost item is handed into the office we are 
then able to return it to its rightful owner.  Please 
also ensure that purses and wallets are labelled  
clearly.   

NO SMOKING 

St Mary’s school grounds are a No Smoking Area and 
we kindly request that no parents smoke on our 
grounds, this includes electronic e-cigarettes. 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

HARVEST HEROES 

A huge thank you to you all for your incredible generosity 
in providing tins and produce for our assembly.  The    
charity  provided with the food, Caring Hands in the   
Community, were extremely grateful. 

READ WRITE INC 

A big thank you to all those parents who came along to 
our meeting on Thursday 2nd November about RWI.  As 
promised here are some links that should help you to   
understand the process of how we teach phonics and 
reading at St Mary’s.   

www.oxfordowl.co.uk  create your own login as a  parent 
and then you can access tutorial videos in the’ home’    
section to help you teach your child their sounds at home. 

www.ruthmiskin.com this will give you access to the types 
of resources we use, I know some parents are keen to buy 
their own speed sounds set, and you can also find a whole 
host of videos in the ‘parent’ section that will help to 
make things clearer. 

There is also a Ruth Miskin Facebook page which some 
parents may like to join. 

More information will be sent to you in the next few 
weeks about reading in Reception too.  Look out for it in 
your child’s book bag. 

SCHOOL GATES 

The school gates are opened by Mr Gladwell at the      
following times every morning: 

8.25am-8.35am—Nursery gate (far end of car park) 

8.35am-9.00am—Main gate 

Please use the appropriate gates in the morning and 
please DO NOT walk through the car gates when they are 
open.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

SCOOTERS 

Please do not allow your child to ride a scooter onto the 
school grounds as this could cause accidents. 

Can we also ask that you do not bring toys along for your 
children to play with in the playground before or after 
school.  Thank you. 

HEALTH AND HYGIENE MESSAGE FROM OUR 
SCHOOL NURSE 

Please keep children’s nails short and clean to avoid 
the spread of germs, especially at this time of year. 
Please make sure your child knows how to wash 
their hands thoroughly with soap and water. 

Parent Workshops 

We would like to invite you to KS2 Parent Work-

shops in English and Mathematics on Thursday 23rd 

November 4:30 – 6:00pm.  The Mathematics     

Workshop will be at 4:30pm and will focus on how 

Maths teaching has changed and will reflect on the 

importance of a Mathematical Mindset. The English 

Workshop will be at 5:15pm and will focus on our 

approaches to the teaching of Reading and Writing 

in KS2.  We look forward to seeing you there! 
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