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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

It has been a busy and positive start to the year and half term is now upon us! 

We are really pleased that our new children and teachers have settled in so well, with a warm welcome from the 
rest of our St Mary’s family. 

Our Meet the Teacher parent meetings had excellent attendance, we thank you for supporting our home and 
school partnership. 

We have included an outline of forthcoming key diary dates but please also check school letters or the website: 
www.stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk for additional events and further key dates. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs Maureen Grabski 
Headteacher 

October is the Month of the Rosary  
The word Rosary means “Crown of Roses" 

 

As many will know, the main part of the Rosary is divided into parts or 'mysteries': the Joyful, the 
Sorrowful, the Glorious, and Mysteries of Light. Each of these 'mysteries' is divided into five 'decades' (ten 
beads), usually following one 'Our Father' and ending with 'Glory be'.  All are taken from sacred scripture and  
tradition and encompass our main beliefs in who Jesus Christ is and what he's done for us. All involve Our Lady, 
Jesus's mother Mary, in some way or another.  When we pray the Rosary we're invited to see Jesus with the 
eyes of Mary and to be drawn into his divine life.  As Mary was closer to Jesus in his life on earth than anyone 
else she points the way for us and shows us that we, the Church, God's family on earth, are also called to be like 
her eventually in the glory of heaven but also in our lives here on earth. 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph knew about family life first hand; they knew about being displaced (the flight into Egypt 
soon after Jesus's birth); they knew about conflict (when Jesus, as a teenager, was lost and when found by Mary 
and Joseph, he implied that he now had to make his Father's will a priority).  If our family life includes similar 
tensions and more we can be sure that real help and support is right there in the prayer that is the Rosary. Plac-
ing our trust in the Lord, we are sure to find a way through what seems humanly impossible. 
 
"To pray the Rosary is to hand over our burdens to the merciful hearts of Christ and his Mother; the Rosary does indeed 
'mark the rhythm of human life', bringing it into harmony with the 'rhythm' of God's own life, the joyful communion of 
the Holy Trinity, our life destiny and deepest longing."                                                                                          St John Paul II 

Joyful 

(Monday /Saturday) 

1. The Annunciation 

2. The Visitation 

3. The Nativity 

4. The Presentation 

5. The Finding of Our Lord 

in the Temple  

Sorrowful  

(Tuesday / Friday) 

1. The Agony in the Garden 

2. The Scourging at the Pillar 

3. The Crowning with Thorns 

4. The Carrying of the Cross 

5. The Crucifixion 

Glorious  

(Sunday / Wednesday) 

1. The Resurrection 

2. The Ascension 

3. The Descent of the Holy Spirit 

4. The Assumption 

5. The Coronation 

  

Luminous 

(Thursday) 

1. The Baptism in the Jordan  

2. The Wedding at Cana  

3. The Proclamation of the  

Kingdom  

4. The Transfiguration  

5. The Institution of the Eucharist 

http://www.stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk


Children due to start School in September 2018 

If your child’s 5th birthday is between 1st September 
2018 and 31st August 2019 they will be due to start 
school in September 2018.  Applications need to be 
made online, via the Medway Council website. You will 
also need to complete a supplementary form and hand 
it into school. Please pop into the school office to 
collect a pack. 

THANK YOU 

for supporting our  

Macmillan Coffee   
Morning on 29th  

September.   

It was lovely to see so many parents and friends 
attend and the cakes that were made for the occa-
sion were fabulous.  We raised a fantastic £280.68. 
After careful consideration our Year 6 judges chose 
Mrs Lomas as the winner of the Cake Competition 
for creating a beautiful teacup shaped cake. Mrs 
Cole guessed nearest to the actual size of the cake 
stack (96cm) with her guess of 94cm, and won  

herself £20! 

RECEPTION PARENTS—READ, WRITE, INC. MEETING 

Just to let you know we shall be having a meeting to talk 
about Read, Write Inc. on Thursday 2nd November at 
2.30pm. 

This meeting is primarily for new Year R parents, but any 
KS1 parents are welcome to come along. 

Letters will be coming home, so if you haven’t yet           
returned the form to advise us of your attendance, 
please do so at your earliest convenience.   

Many thanks. 

BREAKFAST CLUB CHANGES 

There will be some important changes to Breakfast Club 
times and prices after half term. We will now be offering 
an extended session from 7.45am and the daily price will 
increase from £2.00 to £2.50 (£12.50 per week) to      
reflect this longer session. 

All parents of regular attendees will be contacted by the 
school office. 

Jeans for Genes Day 

Children and staff alike all took part in the Jeans for 
Genes Day on Friday 22nd September and I’m de-
lighted to say that we raised a magnificent £322.90 
to help support families affected by the genetic 
disease Norrie in the UK. 

DONATIONS 

Could we please ask for donations of small toy cars, small world people/animals, toy food items and 
board games please? They would be very useful for our SEN Speech and Language team. Thank you. 

SECONDARY SCHOOL APPLICATIONS 

The deadline for applying for a place at Secondary 
School for your child is 5.00pm on Tuesday 31st October 
2017.  DEANERY OLYMPIC GAMES 

Miss Jessup took a Year 5 athletics team to the re-
cent Deanery Olympic competition held at St John 
Fisher School.   Pupils competed against several of 
the other catholic schools from the Chatham Dean-
ery in a variety of running, jumping and throwing 
events.  The team competed incredibly well in all of 
the activities and finished a fantastic 2nd place!  

Congratulations to all of the team!  

Collect FREE donations for our school with all your online shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School  Supporters, who have helped to raise school funds through www.easyfundraising.org.uk 
and I am pleased to inform you that so far we have raised £259.53! 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to raise much needed funds, to support our curriculum and events for the 
children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 3,000 retailers to start shopping.  
After you have made your purchase, the retailer will make a donation to our school at no extra cost to you.  Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/ 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/


EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES 

On Tuesday 26th September 2017 we celebrated a 
very successful European Day of Languages. 

We would like to thank all parents and carers for 
helping the children in preparing their beautiful and 
detailed traditional costumes from around the world. 
All of the costumes were very colourful and the     
children looked fantastic in them.  

During that day, the children took part in numerous 
activities linked to languages spoken at school. We 
also encouraged children to say simple greetings in 
different languages. Some pupils practised these at 
home and impressed others at school by saying good 
morning or answering the dinner register in foreign             
languages from French to Nigerian, Punjabi, Polish, 
Japanese and many many more making us extremely 
proud of them. 

Thank you for your continuous help and support in 
promoting foreign languages and cultures in our 
school. 

Mrs Bucklee 

Modern Foreign Language Leader 

STORYBOOK PUMPKINS 

As a fundraiser towards Book Week,       
children are invited to contribute £1 on 
Friday 3rd November in a vote for            
storybook pumpkins, decorated this year, by staff. 

Each £1 brought in will give the children the             
opportunity to not only cast a vote, but to also      
receive a raffle ticket for entry into a small prize 
draw.  

The pumpkins will remain anonymous until the     
results of voting are announced, followed by the big 
reveal and the prize draw. 

Thank you, in advance, for your support.  

Mrs Read 

English Leader 

School Learning Council 

On 6th October we held our very own Polling day to elect the 
new members of the School Learning Council. The day was a big 
success with all of the children given the opportunity to vote for 
their two class representatives. I would like to say a big thank 
you to all of the children who put themselves forward for the 
role and took the time to create their own posters and     
speeches. Congratulations to the following children who have 
been elected and will be meeting at the end of the week to 
begin their duties.     

Miss Staunton 

School Learning Council Leader 

SCHOOL UNIFORM AND LOST PROPERTY 

The school’s lost property tub is full of items left on school 
grounds. If your child has lost anything, please come in 
and have a look through the lost property.  

Please ensure that all items of clothing are clearly 
named with permanent ink with your child’s name.  
Please also ensure that all hats, scarfs and gloves as 
well as lunch boxes are clearly named too. 

We also have a good selection of spare uniforms which 
have been donated from parents. If you are in need of an 
item of uniform, please feel free to ask if we have it in our 
spare uniform stock. All we ask for in return is for a little 
donation towards the school.  

Class Representatives 

Holly Sunny and Beatrice 

Willow Kiril and Annie-Rose 

Beech Liam and Ellie 

Cherry Ashley and Lydia 

Maple Dena and Ugo 

Yew William and Leanne 

Poplar Alfie and Sophie 

Juniper Blaise and Luna 

Birch Mithil and Deborah 

Pine Max and Kaylssa 

Oak Terrence and Ifeoma 

Cedar Tani and Florence 

Height and Weight Checks 

Height and Weight checks for Reception class children 
will take place on Friday 10th November 2017 in school.  

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.slopemedia.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F10%2FEating.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.slopemedia.org%2F13-spectacular-pumpkins-we-wish-we-carved%2F&docid=vngW_EEHCqHiIM&tbnid=bjo-PWPLjo68QM%3A&w


CONTACT DETAILS / PARENTMAIL  

If you change address or telephone/mobile numbers please inform the office immediately.  It is vitally 
important that we have accurate and up to date information so that we are able to contact you in an 
emergency. 

Please also inform the office if you wish to change any of the people on your child’s contact list.  This can be   
updated at any time at the school office and it is important that anyone who you wish to collect your child in an 
emergency from school is on this list. 

Parentmail 

It is very important that you ensure that your contact details on Parentmail are up to date as we use Parentmail to 
send you newsletters and to contact you in the event of club cancellations as well as school absences.  We would 
also contact you via Parentmail if the school is closed due to bad weather during the winter months. 

IF YOU HAVEN’T ALREADY UPDATED AND CONFIRMED YOUR INFORMATION PLEASE CAN YOU DO SO AS A   
MATTER OF  URGENCY.  Thank you. 

FOREST SCHOOL 

Forest School is going very well this half term with the 
children having great fun.   

Please remember to send your children in with the     
correct clothing and wellington boots on the days that 
they have their Forest School lessons. 

Mrs Starr 

Forest School Leader 

School Nurse 

The school nursing team would like to offer school drop in 
sessions. These appointments can help Parents/Carers 
with any concerns regarding behaviour, healthy lifestyle, 
sleep and toileting as well as height, weight and hearing 
checks. This is available for all school years. 

The School nursing team would be available for Parents/
Carers appointments which would need to be booked via 
the school office. Schools will be able to signpost Parents/
Carers to these sessions if they have any concerns with 
pupils. The School Nurse referral forms can also be used 
with prior consent. 

Parents need to be aware that this service will not be a 
substitute for seeing their GP. 

We aim to begin these sessions on Wednesday 8th        
November with a current time slot 9.15-11.15am.          
Parents/Carers can call the school to secure a 20 minute 
time slot. These sessions will run once per term.  

Libby Renwick, Home-School Support Worker 

GILLINGHAM LIBRARY 80TH ANNIVERSARY! 

Cedar Class had great fun at Gillingham 
library on Friday 6th October celebrating 
its 80th birthday. We were delighted to 
have been invited and some of us 
dressed up in 1930s clothes to            
commemorate in style. Old photos were 
examined and games were played from 
that period of history. The birthday cake 
was delicious too! A big thank you to the 
staff and volunteers at the library who 
made us feel so welcome. 

Mrs Read 

Church Help 

Our Lady of Gillingham Church are offering support to 
those who need help filling out forms such as to claim 
Free School Meals. This will be in the Church Hall from 
11am, on the first Wednesday of every month. Our Lady 
of Gillingham Church is based on Ingram Road,               
Gillingham. 

ATTENDANCE 

Please can we bring to your attention that our         
attendance policy has changed. A letter was sent home 
with all students on Friday 6th October explaining these 
changes and our updated policy can be found on our 
school website. If you did not receive a letter, there are 
some spare copies which can be collected from the 
school office.  

May we also take this opportunity to stress that if your 
child is going to be absent from school either because of 
illness or visiting the doctor / dentist / hospital, please 
can you call the school absence line early on the first day 
of absence explaining the reason why.  

If you need to take your child out of school for a medical 
appointment please let the class teacher and office know 
in advance, a pass can then be ready for you when you 
arrive to take your child at the time you have specified. 
When you return your child to school after their          
appointment, please accompany them to the school 
office so that you can sign them back into school. 

javascript:void(0)


Harvest Festival 

This year our Harvest Festival will be held in school on Thursday 19th October 2017.   

We will be giving thanks for the food we have and will be supporting our local homeless through 
the charity, ‘Caring Hands in the Community’.  We ask that you help us by  

donating a tin of food or a packet of dried food such as pasta or rice.   

Your generosity will help to feed those in need.  

Please bring these items to school on the morning of Thursday 19th October.   

Thank you. 

HALF TERM 

Please remember that the children break up at the normal time on Friday 20th October and return to school on 
Monday 30th October.  

Have a lovely break! 

                                                                  

International Walk to School Month 
October 2016 

 

We are pleased to announce that St Mary’s is taking part in an ‘International Walk to School Month’       
campaign designed to encourage physical activity into the daily routine, through walking to and from 
school in a fun and innovative way. 
We are extremely proud of our devoted teachers, pupils and their parents who walk to school every 
Wednesday. They are helping to promote a healthier, active lifestyle for pupils, as well as engaging 
with their local communities. 
We believe that walking to school is very beneficial to our pupils, it not only encourages families to leave 
the car at home and get to school under their own steam, but gives pupils a healthy start to the day. This 
also improves safety at the school gate.  

In October, as a school, we are competing in Hedgehog Hiker Challenge, which runs for three weeks. The 
aim is to tally the highest percentage of walks over the duration. 

The challenge is taking place across the following dates: 

WEEK 1:  Monday 2nd - Friday 6th October 2017; 
WEEK 2:  Monday 9th - Friday 13th October 2017; 
WEEK 3:  Monday 16th - Friday 20th October 2017. 
 
A daily hands-up survey to count the number of children who walked to school is being conducted in 
each class and weekly class figures added to a whole school tally chart to calculate a running total for our 
school. 
Winners will be recognised for the primary school with the highest percentage of pupils walking over the 
three weeks. A press release and winners presentation will be made by Medway Council’s Safer Journeys 
Team. 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

A list of the main events planned for this term is shown below: 

OCTOBER – MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY 

5th Individual Photographs 

6th CAFOD Harvest Fast Day 
School Polling Day 
Medway Messenger – New Reception Children 11.00am 

16th World Food Day 

18th New Entrants 2018 Parent Meeting 9.15am 

19th HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Diwali 

22nd World Mission Sunday – ‘Mission at the heart of the Christian Faith’ 

23rd – 27th HALF TERM WEEK 

30th School opens for pupils 

NOVEMBER – MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS 

1st All Saints Day 

2nd All Souls Day 

5th Guy Fawkes Day 

9th World Freedom Day 
Open Evening for all classes 4 – 8pm – Parent/Teacher Interviews 

10th Reception Height & Weight Check 

11th Remembrance Day 

12th – 19th Interfaith Week 

12th Remembrance Sunday 

13th – 17th Anti-Bullying Week 

15th New Entrants 2018 Parent Meeting 9.15am 

17th BBC Children in Need 

26th Feast of Christ the King 

20th – 26th Road Safety Week (Workshop booked for each year group in January) 

29th New Entrants 2018 Parent Meeting 9.15am 
Writers’ Workshop Y5 & Y6 (Non-Fiction) – Matt Whyman 

30th St Andrew’s Day 

DECEMBER 

3rd 1st Sunday of Advent 

6th St Nicholas’ Day 

8th Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Reception Christmas Performance 2pm 
PTA Secret Santa 

10th 2nd Sunday of Advent 

12th KS1 Years 1 & 2 Nativity 

13th KS1 Years 1 & 2 Nativity (adults only) 

14th Nursery Christmas Performance 10.30am and 2.30pm 
PTA Christmas Discos 

15th Years 5 & 6 Nativity in Church 

17th 3rd Sunday of Advent 

18th Christmas Parties 

20th Christmas Lunch 

21st School closes 2pm 

24th 4th Sunday of Advent 

23rd – 2nd Jan CHRISTMAS BREAK 


