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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to school!   

I would like to welcome our new families who have joined 
us at St Mary’s, in the Nursery and Reception classes.  It 
has been a pleasure to see the children settling in so well. 

All the children across the school have made a positive 
start to the new school year. 

I would also like to welcome our new teachers, Miss Carly 
Godley, Mrs Carolyn Bucklee, Miss Amy Brown and Miss 
Beth Yeates who have joined us at St Mary’s.  

We have lots of exciting activities planned for the children 
this year and there will be forthcoming events that you 
will also be invited to attend.  Details of these will be 
forthcoming once the children have had the opportunity 
to settle back into school routines. Please keep checking 
our newsletters and website: stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk 
for upcoming events. 

On behalf of the staff and governors, I would like to say 
thank you for your generous gifts and thoughtful cards at 
the end of term and we thank you for your continued 
support as we look forward to another productive and 
successful year! 

 

Mrs Maureen Grabski 
Headteacher 

Children due to start School in September 2018 

If your child’s 5th birthday is between 1st September 
2018 and 31st August 2019 they will be due to start 
school in September 2018.  Applications need to be made 
online via the Medway Council website. You will also 
need to complete a supplementary form and hand it into 
school. Further information to follow. 

HSSW 

Libby is here at St Mary’s to help and support all       
children and families. Home/School support aims to 
help children reach their full potential and overcome 
barriers to learning. This service provides links be-
tween school staff, families, young people, and other 
services in a supportive and friendly manner. Libby is 
available Wednesdays 8.30-11.30am, Thursdays 8.30-
11.30am and Fridays 8.30am-2.30pm. 

Meet the Teacher 
We value the relationship between home and school 
and a strengthening of this will be provided by a 
meeting at the beginning of the year to meet your 
child’s new class teacher.  During this meeting, 
teachers will explain the curriculum for that year 
group and the particular routines for that class, and 
it will provide an opportunity to ask any questions 
you may have.  We are holding them on different 
days to enable families with more than one child to 
attend all the relevant meetings and the timing is at 
the end of the day to try to make it easier for        
parents.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

Parentmail 

Our first newsletter is always a hard copy but as 
many parents will know, ParentMail is a great way 
of receiving our newsletter and other information.   

Please ensure you update your information on 
ParentMail so that we can contact you with        
newsletters and other important information        
regarding after school clubs and school trips. 

Thank you for your assistance with this. 

Dear Lord,  

Thank you for the blessings of our family life. 

Thank you that in pondering your Gospel we can begin to see how you are alongside us in 
our family with all its joys and sorrows. As we begin this new school year, I hand over to 
you all the happiness, longings and sufferings that we and others bear. 

I place all my faith in you and in your redeeming love. May I be open to all the new hopes this year contains and so 
live in the power of your Holy Spirit. 

Amen 



Parents’ Consultation Evening 

There will be an opportunity for you to meet your child’s 
teacher to see how they have settled into their new      
classes.  This is scheduled for Thursday 9th November    
between 4-8pm.  This is an evening for parents only so 
please arrange child care.  Further details regarding                 
appointments will be sent later this month. 

MOBILE PHONES 

If you need your child to bring their mobile 
phone into school, because they walk to or 
from school on their own, please collect a form 
from the office.  This form needs to be        
completed and returned to their class teacher.  Please 
also remember that all phones must be NAMED and 
turned off before they are handed in. 

COLLECTING YOUR CHILDREN FROM SCHOOL 

If you are not able to collect your children from school 
and have to make alternative arrangements please 
send a note in so that the teacher is aware. 

If you have to make late arrangements please          
telephone the school in the morning so that teachers 
can be advised early and therefore class time isn’t  
disrupted in the afternoons with messages about 
home-time arrangements for children. 

Breakfast Club 

Should you wish to book a place at Breakfast 
Club from 8.00am at a cost of £2.00 a day, 
please fill in the forms held at the office.   
Payment needs to be in advance.  Toast is available 
for children in KS2 from 8.40am for 10p per slice. 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT PLACES IN BREAKFAST 
CLUB ARE LIMITED THEREFORE YOU NEED TO BOOK 
EARLY TO GUARANTEE A PLACE. 

There will be changes to Breakfast Club after the 
October half term break. The session will be ex-
tended from 7.45am –8.40am. Further details to 
follow. 

Absence from School 

If your child is going to be absent from school either 
because of illness or visiting the doctor / dentist /  
hospital please can you call the school absence line 
early on the first day of absence explaining the reason 
why. 

If you need to take your child out of school for a medi-
cal appointment please let the class teacher and office 
know in advance, a pass can then be ready for you 
when you arrive to take your child at the time you 
have specified. 

When you return your child to school after their     
appointment, please accompany them to the school 
office so that you can sign them back into school.   

School Gate 

The pedestrian gates open each morning at 8.35am.  To 
keep your  children safe we ask that you do not send them 
to school before this time as they will be unsupervised on 
Greenfield Road.  The gates will then remain open until 
9.00am so please make sure your children are in school 
before that.  School starts at 8.50am, but doors open at 
8.40am.  Please aim for your child to be here at 8.40am so 
that they are ready to start learning at 8.50am.  If children 
arrive at school after 8.50am and have to enter via the 
school office they will receive a late mark in the register. 

The pedestrian gates will be open for parents from 
3.00pm, each afternoon.   Please do not try to gain ad-
mittance prior to this unless you have to pick your child up 
early for any reason. 

Nursery Gate 

The gate at the top of Greenfield Road will be open at 
8.25am, for Nursery pupils only as Nursery starts at 
8.30am.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

School Uniform 

Thank you! The children looked very smart 
in their school uniforms this week.  We 
expect children to take pride in their 
uniform so please could you make sure that the 
children are wearing the correct cardigans and 
sweatshirts that display the school logo.  Please 
ensure all items of clothing are labelled to avoid any 
confusion. 

I am happy for summer uniform to be worn until  
the weather changes. 

Infant Assemblies 

Infant assemblies for Y1 and Y2 will take place on Friday 
mornings at 9.10am, and parents are invited to attend. 
The timetable for these assemblies is below: 

Reception Assembly 

Friday 6th October Holly Class - Mrs Hunt 

Friday 13th October Beech Class - Mrs Arnold 

Friday 20th October Willow Class - Mrs Bucklee 

Friday 3rd November Cherry Class - Miss Brown 

Friday 24th November Ash & Elm Class  

Miss Godley / Mrs Plummer 



 

Jewellery  

This is just a reminder that children are only     
allowed to wear small studs in school.  The  Local 
Authority insists, for safety reasons, that all      
earrings must be removed for PE and swimming lessons.  
Your child has to be able to do this themselves.  If however 
they have difficulty doing this, may I suggest that on 
PE/swimming days you remove their earrings for the day.  
No other jewellery, apart from a watch is permitted for 
Health & Safety reasons. 

Hairstyles 

Please ensure that your child has an appropriate hairstyle for 
school.  Long hair should be tied back. 

PTA 

Our PTA will be holding their Annual General Meeting 
on Tuesday 3rd October 2017 at 2.30pm.  This will be 
held in the school hall.  If you want to help or find out 
how you can be involved in raising funds please come 
along, all are welcome. 

Water Bottles 

Please make sure your child comes to school every 
day with a named water bottle.  It is extremely 
important that children have regular access to water 
throughout the day it really improves their 
concentration.  We will provide all YR and new pupils 
with a water bottle.   

Water bottles can be bought from the office.  
Unfortunately the cost of these has increased and 
the cost is now £1.50 should a replacement be 
needed. 

PLACE2BE 

Place2Be are available in school from 
Tuesday to Friday every week. Eileen   
Braham and Carol Dalton work alternate 
days so Eileen is here on a Tuesday and a Thursday 
and Carol Dalton is here on a Wednesday and         
Friday.  They are working closely together and are 
committed to supporting you and the children in 
whatever way they can. Please do get in touch with 
us if you would like any support from our team. 

Eileen and Carol    

Place2Be School Project Managers 

School Photographs 

The photographer will be in school on       
Thursday 5th October.  He will be     
taking individual portraits.  Please 
make sure your child is in the correct 
school uniform on that day.   

Collect FREE donations for our school with all your 
online shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School Supporters, who have 
helped to raise school funds through 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am pleased to inform 
you that so far we have raised £216.66! 

Please continue to support the pupils at St Mary’s      
Catholic Primary School, by raising much needed funds to 
support our curriculum and events for the children, 
throughout the year.   

All you need to do is register with                                  
www. easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 
3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you have made 
your purchase, the retailer will make a donation to our 
school at no extra cost to you.  Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/ 

SCHOOL LEARNING COUNCIL 

From Monday 18th, preparation for the upcoming School 
Learning Council elections will begin. The School Learning 
Council will meet regularly with myself and Mrs Grabski 
to represent their class and share their comments and 
recommendations about their learning. They will also be 
responsible for organising whole school charity events 
throughout the year. All of the children have been given 
the opportunity to put themselves forward to represent 
their class and will be creating posters and manifestos as 
part of their campaign. We will be holding our own school 
Polling Day on Friday 6th October for the children to vote 
in a class ballot and elect the two representatives for 
their class. Results will be announced to the children 
shortly afterwards. 

Miss Staunton 

School Learning Council Leader 

TERM DATES 

A copy of the Term Dates 2017-2018 is attached to 
this Newsletter. Please note we have a further 2 
INSET days to schedule in. 

CONTRACT DINING 

Please be reminded that Year 3 children must now pay for 
school lunches as they are no longer covered by universal free 
school meals. If you are in receipt of certain benefits please 
apply for free school meals via Medway Council or ask at the 
school office. Children in Years 3-6 can choose to have school 
dinners or Cash Café. They cost the same at £2.05 per day, 
however with Cash Café children can choose from pasta,     
jacket potatoes, baguettes and milkshakes or juice.  Drinks cost 
an additional 50p per day.  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/


School Nurse 

If you have any worries about your    
children or there is anything you think 
the school nurse, Carol Robinson, can 
help you with please contact her on 
01634 337659.  Reception children will meet with her 
throughout the school year. 

Parking 

Mr Frank Gladwell, our caretaker, 
will open the gates at 8.35am and 
3.00pm each day.  Part of his duties 
will be to maintain the safety of pupils so he will be 
ensuring that parents park appropriately and do not 
endanger children’s safety by completing 3 point 
turns in a congested road. 

Mr Gladwell undertakes this role, as parents 
continue to worry about traffic congestion.  Please 
work with him co-operatively.  Unfortunately bad 
language/abuse and persistent offending will result 
in names being given to the police. 

We thank you for your co-operation at the start of 
this term, as I am told by Mr Gladwell that he is very 
pleased with what appears to be less congestion. 

If you are unable to park please consider using the 
church car park, or collecting a form from the office 
for a parking permit to use in the car park over the 
railway bridge. 

Please be respectful of our neighbours when you 
are driving to the school and not park in front of 
drive ways or garages or on the double yellow lines 
outside the school premises.  Traffic wardens do 
patrol in this area. 

Snacks 

Just to remind you that snacks should consist of fruit, 
dried fruit or vegetables, not cereal bars or biscuits. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
This year we are hosting a 
coffee morning on Friday 
29th September, at 9.00am 
to raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support.  
Thank you for your support and we look forward 
to seeing you there. 

INCLUSION 

Over the coming weeks I will be reviewing the children’s 
needs once they have settled into their new classes. 

Where necessary, you will receive a provision form     
detailing support that your child may need during the 
Autumn term.  You will also have the chance to discuss 
any issues with the class teacher and/or myself at the 
November parents evening. 

Do feel free to contact me if you have any concerns 
about your child. 

Mrs Deeks 

Inclusion Leader 

Clubs 

We will have a wide variety of clubs on offer throughout the 
year.  Club  letters will be sent to you separately so please 
look out for these. 

 
 
 

Jeans for Genes Day 
This year we are taking part in Jeans for Genes Day 
on Friday 22nd September, to raise money to        
improve the lives of children affected by a genetic 
disorder.  We continue to support a child called 
Josh, who has Norrie disease, a genetic disorder 
that causes sight and hearing loss and  
developmental delay.   
It will be a non-uniform day and we would             
appreciate it if you could donate £1. The children 
will be able to wear jeans or an element of denim 
clothing.   
Thank you for your support. 

Roald Dahl—BFG 

To mark what would have been Roald Dahl’s 101st   
birthday on Wednesday 13th September, the       
children enjoyed a visit from master storyteller and 
actor, Anthony Pedley.  

In the morning, KS1 and LKS2 had all the major 
characters and events from The BFG brought to life 
in his wonderful retelling of this tale of dreams, 
queens, giants and snozzcumbers.  

UKS2 were treated to Anthony playing Dahl himself, 
reading  extracts from some of his books and       
exploring the writer’s early life and influences.  

We are always grateful for your continued support: 
visits are costly, so thank you for your £1              
contribution.   

Mrs Read 

English Leader 


