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This year the School Learning Council has been a fantas-
tic opportunity for  me and all the children involved.  

We have been meeting regularly to discuss ideas on 
helping and improving the school. We have listened and 
discussed your suggestions and given feedback.  

We have been able to behave like proper politicians. In 
September we encouraged children to vote for us by 
making and presenting posters. The whole school then 
took part in a secret ballot election (polling day) just like 
they do in real elections.  Our local MP even visited us 
on the day, The elected few were then able to talk about 
important subjects including suggestions from the pupils 
of St Marys and different sorts of events happening in 

the school. 

 I was thrilled to be the chair 
of  school council and I know  
that all of the School Learning 
Council have enjoyed it as 
much as I have. We have all 
worked together to create this 
newsletter to celebrate our 
achievements this year. I hope 
you enjoy reading this news-
letter.   Louisa (Oak) 

ZEF 

This year we have raised money for our sponsored child, 
Zef. Every year group carried out a different fund raising 
event of their choice. For example, Year 2 carried out a 
successful book shop and Year 5 raised money with a 
‘Guess the Name of the Teddy Bear’ and ‘Guess the 
amount of pompoms in a jar’ game. Overall we have raised  
£728.11. Thank you to everyone for your fundraising ideas 
and donations! 

Mike and Erin (Birch) and Luisa (Yew) 

Children In Need   

 

In November, we decided to raise money for Children In 
Need. Each class decided how 
they wanted to raise money in 
their own way. Some classes 
chose to wear pyjamas and 
others wore something spotty. 
We raised an amazing £533.62. 
Thank you for all of your sup-
port and donations. 

 

Rachael, Oliver O (Holly) and 

Liam (Willow) 

Red Nose Day  

 

For Red Nose Day in March, we decided that everyone should 
come to school in red clothes and, if they had one, wear a red 
nose in order to raise money. Thank you for all your donations. 
We have successfully raised £372 which will now be used to 
help people in the poorest communities.  

 

 Hao-En, Mia 
(Cherry)  and 
MacAnthony  
(Poplar)  
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A visit from Dame Alison Peacock 

 

In April, Dame Alison Peacock came to talk to us about our Learning Journeys. She came and spoke to us about ‘Choice and 
Challenge’ and listened to our opinions on it. She asked us about things that we find challenging in school and about the 
things that we do when work is not challenging for us. She told us that we should always try our best and not doubt ourselves. 
We were able to ask her questions about what she does and we found out she was a Headteacher and now she gets to visit 
lots of different schools across the country helping children understand that you shouldn’t be put off if something is hard, you 
just need to try your best. 

Kate,(Poplar) 

In the Spring term, some of the children from the School Learning Council spoke about ‘Choice and Challenge’ to parents. 
Here’s what they said: 

‘Choice and Challenge’ 

In my class, ‘Choice and Challenge’ means being able to 
choose your work . You challenge yourself by picking the 
type of work you want to do and how difficult you want it to 
be. 

       For example, in Maths, we have problem solving part-
ners. We get to choose which problem we want to challenge 
ourselves with. We learn how to show resilience with the 
difficulties in what we have chosen . I think it makes it easier 
when we have partners to talk to because if you don’t un-
derstand you have someone who you can ask to help you. I 
think a lot of us like to challenge ourselves. 

     Another example of ‘Choice and Challenge’  is that we do 
things like quests. Presently we are doing a space quest 
where we have to challenge ourselves to design and make 
an invention and it is our choice which invention we want to 
make. I am designing an alien. Other people are doing A 
New World, Space Buggies and Space Stations, and the diffi-
culty is that it has to be 3D!!! Last term we did a Viking quest 
where we had to make a booklet about the Vikings. Within 
this, we had to do other challenges such as a Maths chal-
lenge, a Topic challenge and an English challenge. 

Lastly in topic we had the opportunity to choose how we 
wanted to present our work. I chose a poem but you could 
design a poster or a Newspaper. 

Thank you, now you know what ‘Choice and Challenge’ 
means to me and my class. 

      Gbemi (Pine) 

‘Choice and Challenge’ 

I like being able to choose my work because it is more fun if 
you choose for yourself. It is better for me to choose because 
sometimes I can challenge myself or sometimes if something 
is too hard, it is up to me to choose another task. In Maths, 
we can get the equipment we need to help us and it can help 
by talking to your partner to get ideas. 

Jack (Yew) 

‘Choice and Challenge’ 

I like ‘Choice and Challenge’ because you get to choose your 

own work. In class, you get work with three challenges. The 

teacher asks you to pick a challenge that is at the right level 

for you. This means that the work is a bit challenging but you 

don’t get too stuck. If its too easy for you, then you can 

choose a harder challenge and if that’s too easy, you can 

choose an even harder challenge. ‘Choice and Challenge’ 

gives children independence to be able choose the pace of 

their learning and builds confidence because when you grow 

up, it will help you to choose the right decisions in life. It 

gives you an insight into where your learning currently is and 

where your next steps are. It is not competitive, you do your 

work at your own pace and you don’t have to worry about 

what the people next to you are doing unless they need your 

help with a question.                                                                     

            CJ (Cedar) 
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Growth Mindset Assembly 

Many exciting opportunities have been offered to the School 
Learning Council this year; one of the many was an assembly, 
led by Y6, about the Growth Mindset. The assembly was the 
perfect chance for the children to put on the teachers shoes 
and show all the children of St Mary’s how the Growth Mind-
set works. The School Learning Council had two different 
examples of people’s brains: people with a Fixed Mindset 
and a Growth Mindset; what do both of these examples 
mean? 

A person with a Fixed Mindset is the sort of person always 
focused on one task in particular and as soon as that task is 
completed – they feel that’s the only thing they need to do! 
However, someone with a Growth Mindset is somebody who 
always tries their best and attempts every challenge they 
come along; they always look to try and improve their educa-
tion. 

The assembly was a fantastic occasion for all of the children 

to think about how the use a Growth Mindset in their every-

day life. At our school we have something called ‘Choice in 

Challenge’, which lets the children choose their work to chal-

lenge themselves. The School Learning Council feel this is an 

excellent chance to improve all of the students education 

through the Growth Mindset. Letting children challenge 

themselves is the perfect way to grow their healthy brains! 

Louisa (Oak) 

Suggestion Box 

This year, the School Learning Council introduced a sugges-
tion box so that we could collect and discuss the different 
opinions that people have on our school and any ideas or 
improvements that people would like to share. We dis-
cussed all of the suggestions put forward and for the most 
frequent suggestions, we had the opportunity to discuss 
them with Mrs. Grabski to see if they were possible and if 
not, to find out the reasons why. We then shared them with 
our classes. 

Suggestions this year have included new playground equip-
ment. We have decided that we will need to raise money 
for this over the next year. We also had a lot of comments 
about people going onto top court when it is not their turn. 
The School Learning Council have reminded people of the 
rules during lunch and play and have taken it in turns to 
monitor this on the playground. This had helped to improve 
the issue. 

We have also found out that it is not possible to have more 
Computing time because there is only one Computing room 
but we now have Computing Clubs available at different 
times of the year. 

We would like to say thank you to everyone for your sug-
gestions. Please keep them coming because we love to hear 
what you have to say about our school. 

Ryan H (Oak) 

School Learning Walk 

 

In March, some of the School Learning Council members and 

I went on a Learning Walk. We went with some of the Gover-

nors which was interesting.  First, we went to Reception 

where we saw many different children doing different things 

in their Topic lesson. This included Maths, English, building 

with Lego, eating snacks and learning outside. One thing I 

thought was very interesting was they had feathers stuck 

(with sellotape) to their pencils so it would look like they 

were writing like they would in the olden days (just without 

the ink). They liked this and I thought it was a good idea too. 

After that time in Reception, we went to Maple class (which 

is a Year 3 class) and they we doing different things as well! 

Some children were writing and some had chosen to go out-

side to create a play about the Prodigal Son (which is a mar-

vellous story that Jesus told when he was preaching to peo-

ple). After a while in Maple class, we visited Birch class where 

the children were focused on their work and working on 

some challenging maths. It was good to see that they were 

working with partners so they could discuss what they were 

learning and this helped them a lot. 

Caleb (Pine)  
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St Mary’s Got Talent 

 

This year, we celebrated St Mary’s Got Talent on our Lady’s 
Day in May. Everyone had the opportunity to audition in 
their classes and each class voted for their favourite act to 
represent them. Each class went to head to head with the 
other class from their year group and we held a semi-final 
where the rest of the Key Stage voted for them to make it to 
the final. 

Well done to everyone that took part and the following acts 
that made it to the finals. They were Sonny (Elm), Ollie S 
(Willow), Antonia (Beech), Jamie (Yew), Deborah and Mithil 
(Juniper), Mikayla (Birch) and Louisa and Aika (Oak). 

The School Learning Council were the judges and they 
worked with an adult to vote for their favourite acts by giv-
ing them marks out the ten. We would like to say thank eve-
ryone that took part in St Mary’s Got Talent because it could 
not have happened without your help. We hope you all en-
joyed it as much as we did! 

Congratulations to Ollie in Willow class who won in Key 
Stage 1 and Mikayla in Birch 
class who won for Key Stage 
2 Beech. 

Leanne, Matteo (Beech) and 
Nathaniel, (Juniper) 

 

School Learning Walks 

Throughout the school year,  we have been on Learning 
Walks and looked at ‘Choice and Challenge’. This is when 
children are able to choose their challenge and decide how 
hard they want their task to be and choose different ways of 
showing their learning.  

When I visited Poplar class, they were answering different 
questions in a Science lesson about leaves. Some were quite 
hard ones but the children were trying their best.  

In Yew class, the children were working in groups and trying 
to make numbers in different ways.  Some of them were 
quite hard but they got help when they needed it. I spoke to 
different children in the lesson and they liked the things 
they were doing a lot. 

Oak class were learning about the heart and circulatory sys-
tem which was interesting to listen to.  

The Learning Walks were very educational. I noticed that 
everyone was treating each other with respect and they 
were all working well together. 

Abigail P (Cedar) 

School Learning Walks 

The first class that I went to was Pine class. In Pine class, the 
children were creating booklets about Inspirational People. 
The children were working in groups to research on their 
lives by using books and laptops. They showed their works 
using different equipment around the room to make eye-
catching booklets. The children were very well behaved and 
chose good groups to work well with.  

After Pine class we went to Willow class where the children 
were learning Science. They were sorting materials and they 
enjoyed handling the different materials.  The children were 
in different groups and there were different materials 
spread about the tables.  

In Holly class, the children were doing the same thing but 
some of the children were drawing the materials. They were 
well behaved and listened carefully. 

Deborah (Juniper) 

School Learning Walk 

I enjoyed looking at the different classes. I noticed that in 
Year 3 they were drawing leaves. They enjoyed listening to 
the teacher.  In Year 3, I enjoyed looking at different ways to 
make the number 8 and I liked how quiet they were when 
they were doing it. I liked looking at the other classes and I 
liked how Year 6 were looking at different parts of the body.  
It is good to look around the school as there is a lot of inter-
esting things happening and it has helped me  know what to 
do when I’m stuck in class.                           

                                                            Nadia (Willow) 


