
Living Bread 
 
“I am the living bread which has come down from 
heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever.”   
John 6:51 - 58 
 

How do we eat?                                                                   
Sometimes, we rush to get to Mass each week.  But perhaps for 
just one minute during Mass, we become aware of the incredible 
experience that we are invited to.  Whether we notice it or not, 
the Mass is sustaining us, feeding our hunger for God and we 
need it as regularly as any other food. 
 

Prayer 
Jesus, 
You are all that I need.   
Help me to trust in you to provide for my needs and to            
understand more surely what is essential in my life.  

Amen 
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Dear Parents/Carers, 
Thank you for all the wonderful flowers donated to celebrate 
Our Lady’s Day.  We had a very moving prayer service      
dedicated to Our Lady which together with our picnic lunch 
and ‘St Mary’s Got Talent’, made it a very special day for us 
all. 
I am extremely proud of how hard all the children continue 
to work, especially in the transition to their new year groups 
and secondary schools. 
May I take this opportunity to thank you for your continued   
support. 
Mrs Maureen Grabski 
Headteacher  

 

We ask God to bless all our children who have recently made 

their First Holy Communion and we also remember them in 

our prayers.  Although this is a Parish-led celebration, we also 

recognise this special occasion for the children in school.   

On Thursday 29th June, we celebrated the Feast of St Peter 

and St Paul with whole school Mass, with a special blessing 

for the children as they received communion in school for the 

first time. 

We come together with joyful hearts as you   

receive your First Holy Communion.   

Jesus said, “Do this in memory of me.”   
And so when we share the bread of life with one another we 

are also sharing God’s love. 

STAFFING UPDATE AND CLASS TRANSITIONS 
In July we say farewell to Miss Firman, who has an exciting 
opportunity to teach in Spain.  We wish her all the best as she 
embarks on the next stage of her teaching career.  We also 
wish Mrs Savage all the best as she begins her maternity 
leave. 
We look forward to welcoming new members of staff in     
September: Miss Carley Godley in Year R, Mrs Carolyn     
Bucklee in Year 1, Miss Amy Brown in Year 2 and Miss Beth 
Yeates in Year 3. The following tables outline class teachers 
and transitions for September 2017.  

CLASS TRANSITION SEPTEMBER 2017 

Year 1 HOLLY pupils will be joining Miss Brown  

Year 1 WILLOW pupils will be joining Mrs Arnold-Jarvis  

Year 2 BEECH pupils will be joining Miss Adams  

Year 2 CHERRY pupils will be joining Miss Yeates  

Year 3 YEW pupils will be joining Mrs Reddin-Tasker and 
Mrs Halls  

Year 3 MAPLE pupils will be joining Miss Weaser  

Year 4 JUNIPER pupils will be joining Mrs Dumbrell and 
Sr Kay  

Year 4 POPLAR pupils will be joining Miss Staunton  

Year 5 PINE pupils will be joining Miss Jessup  

Year 5 BIRCH pupils will be joining Mrs Read  

YEAR CLASS TEACHER 2017-18 

NURSERY AM/PM Mrs Willa Eatwell 
Mrs Helen Andrew 

YEAR R ELM Mrs Catherine Plummer 

YEAR R ASH Miss Carly Godley 

YEAR 1 HOLLY Mrs Nicola Hunt 

YEAR 1 WILLOW Mrs Carolyn Bucklee 

YEAR 2 BEECH Mrs Amy Arnold-Jarvis 

YEAR 2 CHERRY Miss Amy Brown 

YEAR 3 YEW Miss Charlotte Adams 

YEAR 3 MAPLE Miss Beth Yeates 

YEAR 4 JUNIPER Miss Charlotte Weaser 

YEAR 4 POPLAR Mrs Siobhan Reddin-Tasker 
Mrs Jane Halls 

YEAR 5 PINE Miss Sarah Staunton 

YEAR 5 BIRCH Mrs Sophie Dumbrell 
Sr Kay 

YEAR 6 OAK Miss Samantha Jessup 

YEAR 6 CEDAR Mrs Jacinta Read  
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YEAR 6 RESIDENTIAL TRIP 2018 

I would like to invite Year 5 parents to a meeting to 
share information about the Year 6 residential trip in 
2018.  The meeting will take place on Thursday 6th July 
at 5.30pm. 

LEAVERS’ END OF TERM DISCO 

Advance notice 

The PTA will be organising an end of year disco on 
Wednesday 19th July.  The times are as follows: 

YR, Y1 & Y2   4.15 - 5.00pm 

Y3, Y4 & Y5   5.15 - 6.00pm 

Y6    6.30 - 8.00pm 

Details about the costs for this event will be given to you 
by the PTA, however Y6 pupils will not be expected to 
pay. 

Children will need to go home to get changed and then 
come back for the disco. 

REPORTS AND OPEN EVENING 

You will receive your child’s report on Wednesday 5th July, 
which includes the children’s own self-review reflecting on 
their achievements this year.  We would also like to invite you 
to celebrate your child’s work with them at our Open Evening 
will take place on Thursday 6th July, between 4-6pm.  This 
will give you an informal opportunity to look at your child’s 
work and the displays in the classroom.  If you wish to have a 
detailed conversation with your child’s teacher about their 
report then a separate appointment may have to be made. 

MEDICINE 

If your child needs medicine during the school day 
it has to be brought into the school office for safe 
keeping by an adult and a medical form needs to be 
completed.   Children shouldn’t have medicine in their 
school bags.  

SPORTS DAY 

Sports Day for children will take place on 
Tuesday 4th July to which parents are invited. 
The event will start at approximately 9.30am.  YR will be 
joining the rest of the school from 11.00am.  For safety 
reasons, I ask that you stay behind the marked area and 
do not walk across the field to your children—this can 
distract them and others from their events. 

If you wish, photos can be taken of your child but I have 
to remind you that these must be for your own use and 
not  published on the Internet.  Miss Jessup will be   
producing a programme of events for you to follow. 

After Sports Day, we will be inviting you to join your 
child for a picnic lunch on the field.  All pupils will have 
to bring a packed lunch to school on Tuesday 4th July 
(Sports Day) and the school kitchen will only be     
providing sandwiches for the children in KS1 who have 
already pre-ordered one, and those children in KS2 who 
are entitled to Free School Meals.  Please do not bring 
any ‘fast food meals’ for your children. 

The children will go back into class and this 
will give you an opportunity to set up a spot 
on the field for your lunch.  The children will be brought 
back out onto the field to have their lunch with you or 
their friends.  We then ask that you leave the premises 
by 1.00pm at the latest so that the children can play 
safely.  If you have pre-school children, please make 
sure they do not run around.  They must remain with 
you at all times.   

PTA  

A big thank you to our PTA, who all work extremely hard in 
raising funds, to support our pupils at St Mary’s.  Please      
contact Mrs Natalie Read, PTA Chairperson, if you are willing 
to help with the events planned through the year. All your   
support is greatly appreciated. 
FAMILY FUN DAY 

The PTA will be hosting a Fun Day for all the children and     
families on Tuesday 4th July straight after school until 5.30pm.  
It will be an Inflatable Fun Day and wrist bands will be sold at a 
cost of £4 which will give the children unlimited access to all 
the inflatables.  Other fun stalls and games will also be        
available. 

CAKE COMPETITION 

It’s time to create some amazing cakes!  The annual summer 
cake competition will also take place on Tuesday 4th July and 
all cakes will be sold at the Fun Day. 

INSET DAYS 

Governors have agreed the following days as INSET 
days next year.  They are : 

Monday 4th September 2017 

Tuesday 5th September 2017 

Wednesday 3rd January 2018 

Please note that there will be 2 more INSET dates to be 
determined.  The dates for the academic year     
attached reflect this. 

The school now has an official Twitter account @stmarysrcp_1894 and you can follow us to keep up to date with key       
messages/events taking place throughout the term.  Also, keep checking our newsletters and website: 
www.stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk  for upcoming events where additional up to date information can be found.    

http://www.stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk


SUNNY WEATHER REMINDER: 

When we have hot and sunny days the     
children take off their sweatshirts and forget 
to put them back on.  We build up piles of 
sweatshirts with no names and it is difficult to  return 
them to their owners.  Please could you help us and 
your child by following some simple hot weather 
guidelines: 

1. Please label all uniform especially sweatshirts. 

2. Please remember to send your child into school 
with full water bottles every day as it is            
important that the children have enough to 
drink. 

3. Please apply sun cream before your child comes 
to school if you think they need it. 

4. Encourage your child to wear a sunhat to school 
or plain navy baseball cap please. 

5. If your child suffers from hay fever please give 
them a tablet before they come to school. 
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PACKED LUNCHES 

Please can you ensure that if your child is 
bringing a packed lunch to school that they 
also bring a drink, and that all packed lunch 
containers and water bottles are named. 

GILLINGHAM LIBRARY VISIT 

On Thursday 22nd June, our Reception children were invited 
to Gillingham library to meet the author Karen Owen. A 
lovely time was had by all, and the children were beautifully 
behaved throughout. Our thanks to the library team for 
arranging yet  another free author visit! 

WRITERS AND MATHS WORKSHOP 

On Wednesday 24th May, we again hosted a Writers’    
Workshop, this time with the author Robin Price. Small 
groups of children in Years 2 and 3 came along from other 
local schools.  What a privilege to have a published author 
share his craft! 

We also hosted Dr Tandi Clausen-May, who ran an exciting 
Maths workshop on Wednesday 21st June for children in 
Years 3 and 4.  Again, children from other local schools were 
invited to participate in the day. 

Both days were hugely successful with lots of positive    
feedback from children and adults alike.  

AUTHOR VISIT 

On Wednesday 14th June, the author Julia Golding came to 
see our Year 6 children. We were very privileged to have 
been chosen by Gillingham library to host a free visit and, 
after a presentation in which she talked about her books 
and her life as an author, the children had the opportunity 
to ask questions and purchase signed copies of her latest 
novel.  

Collect FREE donations for our school with all your online shopping! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our School Supporters, who have helped to raise school funds through 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk and I am pleased to inform you that so far we have raised £134.05! 

Please spread the word so that we can continue to raise much needed funds, to support our            
curriculum and events for the children, throughout the year. 

All you need to do is register with www.easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 3,000 retailers to start shopping.  
After you have made your purchase, the retailer will make a donation to our school at no extra cost to you.  Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/ 

THE BATTLE OF MEDWAY 

Across the school we have been learning about the Battle of Medway to       
commemorate its 350th anniversary. We have been working together to      
answer our whole school Big Question: Why did the British think the River  
Medway would be the best defence against the Dutch? Every year group was 
given the task of answering a smaller question linked to the Battle and on    
Friday 16th, we came together for a whole school assembly to celebrate our learning, present our findings and answer the Big  
Question. It was a fantastic week for the children to take part in many cross-curricular activities linked to the local history 
and geography of Medway. Much fun and learning was had by all!  

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/retailer/amazon
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/retailer/ebay-home-and-garden
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/retailer/b-and-q
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/retailer/tesco-direct
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fthedockyard.co.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F12%2FBoM-logo-colour-on-white-300x114.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fthedockyard.co.uk%2Fplan-your-visit%2Fbom%2F&docid=l4DMQZfzTv6DzM&tbnid=ndcif17WO-DbnM%
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PLACE 2 BE 

Being a parent is one of the most rewarding yet      
challenging jobs you will ever have, as we know       
parenting doesn't come with a manual and there might 
be times or circumstances which arise that can 
make life a little more challenging.  At Place2Be we can 
offer support to your children and in addition 
we provide two very unique services to parents: 

Parent Partnership sessions, offers a space for you to 
discuss any concerns you might have regarding 
your child's emotional well-being and associated      
behaviours.   

A Place for Parents is a free confidential counselling 
service, A Place for Parents is available to all parents 
and carers with children at school.  

If you would like to know more about either of the  
services please contact Eileen or Carol, we are in 
school from Tuesday to Friday each week. 

COLLECTING CHILDREN AFTER SCHOOL 

If you have made arrangements for someone else to  
collect your child after school please write this in your 
child’s contact book for the teacher to see for FS1 or 
KS1 or send in a note for KS2. 

If it is an arrangement made on the day please       
contact the school as early as possible (preferably  
before 12.00 noon) so that we can let the teacher 
know with the afternoon register, rather than         
disturbing the class during the day.  Thank you. 

SCHOOL NURSE DROP-IN SESSIONS 

Dear Parents / Carers 

The school nursing team would like to offer school 
drop in sessions. These appointments can help         
Parents / Carers with any concerns regarding sleep, 
behaviour, lifestyle, sleep and toileting as well as 
height, weight and hearing checks. This is available for 
all school years. 

The School Nurse / Staff Nurse would be available for    
Parents / Carers appointments which would need to be 
booked via the school on the school telephone       
number. Please be aware that this service will not be 
a substitute for seeing your child’s GP. 

We aim to begin these sessions on Wednesday 28th 
June with a current time slot 9:15-11:15am. Parents / 
Carers can call the school to secure a 20 minute time 
slot. These sessions will run once per term. 

Libby Renwick 

Home School Support Worker 

CHANGE FOR LIFE CHAMPIONS 

The Change 4 Life Champions attended the Kent School 
Games to assist the team to deliver a Multi Skills festival 
on 28th June at Medway Park for a number of schools 
from across Kent.  Our Champions are doing a great job 
each morning organising and supporting the St Mary’s 
Morning Mile.  A big thank you to them for all they do in 
the important task of encouraging a more healthy and 
active lifestyle for all of our pupils who take part.  

YOUNG LEADER TRAINING 

Gail Halls from the Howard School Partnership has     
delivered Young Leader training to 20 of our Year 5    
recruits.  I’m pleased to announce they all successfully 
passed their training and will be working alongside the 
current Year 6 Young Leaders over the next few weeks in 
preparation for their new roles in September. 

A big thank you to the dedication of the current Young 
Leaders who give up one of their lunchtimes every week 
to lead activities for younger pupils during this 
time.  They are an asset to the school and have all grown 
in confidence, delivering such an important role with 
enthusiasm.  The leadership skills they have developed, 
in such a responsible position, will stand them in good 
stead for the future.  

CHILDREN’S BELONGINGS 

More and more items (ie. clothes for forest 
school, coats, swimming kits, football kits, 
lunch boxes, homework books, etc) are  
being brought into school during the school day which 
is very disruptive if they have to be taken into the    
classroom during lessons.  Please can you ensure that 
your children bring ALL necessary items to school with 
them in the mornings, particularly as the 
office staff may not be able to get these 

items to the children on time. 

BREAKFAST CLUB 

Just a reminder to parents that Breakfast Club 
runs every morning from 8.00am. The cost is 
£2.00 per day for toast, cereals and drinks. 

Please ask at the office for a form to book your child in. 

SPARE UNIFORM 

If you have any spare school uniform, underwear and socks 
that your child has grown out of, please could you donate it 
to EYFS classes in case of accidents and spillages.  Thank you. 



SCHOOL TERM DATES 

SEPTEMBER 2017-JULY 2018 
 

 

 

 

Please remember that holidays at the start of the academic year are not authorised. 

 

There will be an additional 2 INSET days to be added to this calendar. 
 

Term 1 INSET Monday 4th September 2017 

Tuesday 5thSeptember 2017 
  Start Wednesday 6th September 2017 

  Finish Friday 20th October 2017 

Autumn Break   Monday 23rd October to Friday 27th October 2017 

      

Term 2 Start Monday 30th October 2017 

  Finish Thursday 21st December 2017 

Christmas Break   Friday 22nd December 2017 to Tuesday 2nd January 2018 

      

Term 3 INSET Wednesday 3rd January 2018 

  Start Thursday 4th January 2018 

  Finish Friday 9th February 2018 

February Break   Monday 12th February to Friday 16th February 2018 

      

Term 4 Start Monday 19th February 2018 

  Finish Thursday 29th March 2018 

Good Friday   Friday 30th March 2018 

Easter Monday   Monday 2nd April 2018 

      

Spring Break   Tuesday 3rd April to Friday 13th April 2018 

      

Term 5 Start Monday 16th April 2018 

  Finish Friday 25th  May 2018 

May Bank Holiday   Monday 7th May 2018 

May Break   Monday 28th  to Friday 1st June 2018 

      

Term 6 Start Monday 4th June 2018 

  Finish Friday 20th July 2018 

      

Term 1 Start September 2018 


