
Welcome! 

We welcome Mrs Julie Deeks, our new SENCo and Inclusion 
Leader. We also welcome Mrs Amy Arnold-Jarvis who will be 
teaching Year 2 Beech Class throughout the Summer term.  

We are delighted to inform you that Ms Anna 
Molinari has given birth to a beautiful baby girl 
named Lily.  May God Bless her new family.                             

Dear Parents/Carers 
Welcome to the Summer Term! 
We began this term with a very exciting visit from         
Professor Dame Alison Peacock.  Dame Alison, is CEO of 
the Chartered College of Teaching and is one of the key 
national leaders in the field of Education. Dame Alison has 
been an Executive Primary Headteacher at Wroxham    
Primary School; is also the co-author of 'Creating Learning 
without Limits’ and author of ‘Assessment without Limits’.  
She actively engages with research, informing pedagogical 
practice, to dramatically improve outcomes for pupils.  
Dame Alison showcases what this looks like in reality 
across many schools and classrooms.   
We were extremely proud and honoured to welcome 
Dame Alison to St Mary’s; to be able to show her around 
our school, share our pedagogy and meet with our School 
Learning Council who are leading on ‘Choice and          
Challenge’ linked to ‘Learning without Limits’. 
We have lots of exciting activities planned for the children 
this term and there will be forthcoming events that you 
will also be invited to attend.  Please keep checking our 
newsletters and website: www.stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk 
for upcoming events. 
May I take this opportunity to thank you for your          
continued support. 
Mrs Maureen Grabski 
Headteacher 

Our Lady’s Day 

As May is the month dedicated to Our Lady we will be having a    
special day in celebration of this on Friday 26th May.  On this 
occasion children can wear their own clothes for the day. The 
day will begin with a special prayer service to Our Lady and we 
will be crowning her with flowers.  It would be wonderful if we 
could have some flowers, perhaps from your gardens, to      
decorate Our Lady’s statue. 

During the day we will be having a picnic lunch for the children, 
weather permitting.  Please send in blankets or rugs for the 
children to sit on whilst they eat their lunch.  As we will be  
having a  picnic lunch there will be no food served in the      
canteen therefore all children will need to bring a packed lunch 
on that day.  

All children in KS1 are entitled to a free school meal.  
If you would prefer that the school provides a 
packed lunch for your KS1 child for that day please 
complete the form that will be sent home nearer the 
time, stating your preferences, and we will be able 
to provide a picnic lunch for your child for that day. 
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 The school now has an official Twitter account 
@stmarysrcp_1894 and you can follow us to keep up to 
date with key messages/events taking place throughout 
the term.  Also, keep checking our newsletters and       
website: stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk for upcoming events 
where additional up to date information can be found.    

Reflection 
Called: extra-ordinary   
Everybody is called into being by God. Everybody has a vocation.  Being a parent is one of the most precious      
vocations to which God calls people.  There is one day in the year when the Church invites people to pray for less 
common but important vocations. On this day, people pray for those called to the priesthood and religious life.  It 
takes place on Good Shepherd Sunday (Vocations Sunday) which this year falls on Sunday 7 May 2017.  

The theme for Vocations Sunday this year is “Called: extra-ordinary”. These words communicate both the extraordinary 
event of a call in the life of a person, and that people are all called as ordinary people to do something extra in the life of the 
Church and in the name of Jesus.  
For more information, visit: www.ukvocation.org 

Prayer 

Jesus, 
Thank you for the example of all those who inspire me, 
For all who show me a good way of living.  
I recognise your goodness in the lives of others and it encourages me.  
Thank you for those men and women who commit to living a religious life.     
Help me to support them in their commitment to serve God in this special way.  
Amen 

http://www.stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk
http://www.ukvocation.org


St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

Uniform 

It was lovely to see the children return 
to school looking so smart.  Now that 
the Easter break is finished children 
can wear their summer uniform.  To 
make sure that they are safe however 
we ask that they wear suitable shoes 
to school not high-heeled sling-back 
sandals.  Please also remember that trainers are not part of the 
school uniform.  As the weather can still be rather chilly please 
make sure children have a jumper and coat if appropriate.  Hooded 
sweatshirts are not appropriate as coats.  

Summer uniform for girls is a blue and white checked dress or navy 
skirt or trousers with a pale blue polo shirt, with either a school 
cardigan or sweatshirt. 

PTA  

A big thank you to our PTA, who all work extremely hard in 
raising funds, to support our pupils at St Mary’s.  Please     
contact Mrs Natalie Read, PTA Chairperson, if you are    
willing to help with the events planned through the year.  
Further details of upcoming events will follow through the 
year.  All your support is greatly appreciated. 

Diary and Term Dates 

Please find attached the Curriculum Letters and the Diary 
Dates to the end of next term.  

Collecting pupils 

If you need to collect your child/ren early or you have made    
alternative arrangements for them to be collected please let the 
office know before lunch, if possible, so that a note can be put in 
the register at lunchtime as phone calls to the classes in the    
afternoon can be disruptive. 

Money 

Please can we ask parents to bring any money for trips / breakfast 
club in a sealed envelope with their child’s first and surname on the 
envelope along with their class name and what the money is for.   If 
you hand any money to staff at the office please sign it in the book. 

Parents’ Consultation—Early Notice 

This year we plan to hold the consultation meeting on 
Thursday 6th July  between 4-6pm for all pupils. 

You will have received your child’s report on Wednesday 
5th July and the meeting will give you an opportunity to 
visit your child’s classroom and celebrate all their hard 
work.  Your child will be able to join you on this occasion 
to celebrate all their achievement. Teachers will also be 
present should you wish to briefly discuss your child’s   
report.  No appointments will be necessary on this        
occasion. 

School Trips 

As many of our children will  be going on trips at this 
time of year, coaches will need access to Greenfield 
Road, and the school site, at the beginning and end of the school 
day.  It is vitally important that our children are safe and we         
respectfully ask that you do not park on the zigzag lines or on the 
double yellow lines. 

Mr Gladwell, our caretaker, will be displaying a large banner from 
approx 7am on trip days so that you will know when a coach is   
expected. Together let’s work to keep the children safe.  Thank you 
in advance of your co-operation. 

BREAKFAST CLUB 

If you would like your child to attend the 
Breakfast Club please can you make sure you 
book in advance.  Forms are available from 
the school office.  Breakfast Club can get very 
busy and we cannot guarantee that we can accept children who 
turn up at the gate without a prior booking. Thank you. 

CAFOD 

Thank you for your generosity with our Raffle during the   
Passion Play—we raised a fantastic sum of £85.05. Well done        
everyone. 

KS1 ASSEMBLIES 

Assemblies for the children in KS1 will take place on the  
following days : 

All assemblies are at 9.10am and all parents of children in 
the relevant classes are invited to attend. 

12th June Both Reception Classes  

3rd July   Year 1 Transition Assembly 

10th July  Year 2 End of Key Stage Assembly 

LATE CHILDREN 

We have a number of children being recorded as late  recently  
Please can you ensure that your child / children are in school by 
8.50am.  It is important children are on time in the mornings so 
they do not miss valuable teaching or disrupt the class when they 
are late.  Arriving late regularly will impact on their learning and        
progress and I am sure that you, like us, want them to achieve their   
potential. 

LOST PROPERTY 

Please can all lost property be claimed by Wednesday 3rd 
May – all unclaimed items will be taken to the local Charity 
Shop after this date. 

May I remind all parents that if there is an issue or problem 
between children in school, that you inform us so that we 
are able to deal with it. Approaching children on the play-
ground or outside of school is not acceptable. Anyone on 
the receiving end of threatening comments or behaviour is      
entitled to call the police. 

Bump Notes 

Please note that bump notes will only be issued for bumped heads 
and/or minor bumps or scrapes that have left a mark. For more 
serious injuries we would  always contact you. 
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Jewellery 

This is just a reminder that children are only allowed to 
wear watches and stud earrings to school.  Earrings must 
be removed for swimming and PE, along with watches, as 
the wearing of any jewellery is against LA regulations. 

If you want to have your child’s ears pierced please try and arrange 
this at the start of the summer holidays.  This is because newly 
pierced ears have to keep the studs in for 6 weeks which means that 
if your child’s ears are pierced during term time the children will have 
to miss all physical activities.  Thank you for you co-operation in this. 
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Walking to School 

Please make sure your children are safe walking to and from school 
as the roads around the school are very busy.  The Road Crossing 
Patrol do their best to make sure parents and children cross safely 
but please make sure they stay with you at all times. 

SCHOOL NURSE DROP IN SESSIONS 

Dear Parents/Carers 

The school nursing team would like to offer school drop in 
sessions. These appointments can help Parents/Carers with 
any concerns regarding sleep, behaviour, healthy lifestyle, 
sleep and toileting as well as height, weight and hearing 
checks. This is available for all school years. 

The School Nurse/Staff Nurse would be available for Parents/
Carers appointments which would need to be booked via the 
school. Schools will be able to signpost Parents/Carers to 
these sessions if they have any concerns with pupils. The 
School Nurse referral form can also be used with prior      
consent. 

Parents need to be aware that this service will not be a      
substitute for seeing their GP. 

We aim to begin these sessions on Monday 8th May with a 
current time slot 9.10-11.10am. Parents/Carers can call the 
school to secure a 20 minute time slot. These sessions will 
run once per term.  

Yours sincerely  

Carley Groves, Home School Support Worker  

We have been successful in a bid for a grant from Tesco Bags 
of Help Groundwork, in order to develop our outside learning 
and mud area. These grants are funded from the 5p bag 
charges which have been in force in all shops since October 
2015. 
Now we need your help to develop this further, here's what 
you can do... 
When you shop in Tesco in May or June make sure you ask 
for a token at the checkout. 
As you leave the store, look for the voting station where you 
can drop your counter into one of three projects.   
Take care to select St Mary’s Catholic Primary School Project 
and help us to develop the children's learning experiences 
and understanding further. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
C Plummer 

Attendance at St Mary’s  

Attendance is extremely important to us here at St Mary’s Catholic 
Primary School. Poor attendance will impact on your child’s    
learning and progress and I am sure that you, like us, want them 
to achieve their full potential. Students are encouraged to      
maintain a level of 96% attendance or above. Attendance concerns 
will be raised with our Attendance Advisory Practitioner,           
Samantha Karnovski as well as concerns regarding poor            
punctuality. It is important that your child is on time in the     
mornings so they do not miss valuable teaching or disrupt the 
class when they are late.   

Term 4 attendance % per class 

(20.02.17-31.03.17) 

 

Overall attendance for St Mary’s 
during Term 4 was 96.2% 

Information from Medway Council 
Attendance Advisory Service  

Prosecution for non-attendance 

The Education Act 1996 states that 
parents and carers must make sure 
their children receive an              
appropriate education by attending       
school regularly. 

If a parent or carer fails to ensure 
this, they are guilty of an offence 
and can be prosecuted.              
Proceedings will take place in a 
Magistrates Court. 

Prosecution is a serious step and 
parents will be given the opportunity to talk to the school and the 
council’s Education Welfare Service as well as make efforts to 
improve their child’s attendance before prosecution is considered. 

Pay an Education Penalty Notice 

You may be issued with an Education Penalty Notice if: 

You take your child on holiday for five days or more during       
term-time, which has not been approved by the school. 

Your child has incurred unauthorised absences during a school 
term due to non-school attendance. 

If your child has been excluded from school and you fail to ensure 
they are not in a public place during the first 5 days of exclusion. 

Each parent may receive a separate penalty notice for each child 
taken out of school or failing to attend. 

You need to pay the fine within 28 days of it being issued. If you 
don’t you could be taken to court, fined up to £1,000 and will get a 
criminal record. Payments can be made at Kingsley House,       
Gillingham. 

Many thanks 

Carley Groves 

Home School Support Worker 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 

01634 855783 

Grovc037@medwaymail.org 

Ash 93.1 

Elm 95.8 

Holly 95.7 

Willow 95.3 

Beech 95.8 

Cherry 95.4 

Yew 96.9 

Maple 93.5 

Juniper 98.9 

Poplar 97.7 

Birch 97.2 

Pine 96.9 

Oak 96.1 

Cedar 98.1 
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Diary Dates for Summer 2017 

 

 

Friday 28th April Class photographs 

Monday 1st May BANK HOLIDAY 

Monday 8th May SATs week for Y6 

Friday 26th May Our Lady’s Day Celebrations 

Picnic lunch for children – non-uniform day 

MONDAY 29th May – 

FRIDAY 2nd June 

SCHOOL CLOSED FOR HALF TERM 

Monday 5th June School Closed for INSET day 

Tuesday 6th June Children return to school 

Thursday 8th May SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS - POLLING STATION FOR GENERAL 
ELECTION 

Friday 9th June 9.00am Secondary selection meeting for Y5 parents 

Details of Isle of Wight trip for 2016 

Monday 26th June School Closed for INSET day 

Tuesday 4th July Sports Day and picnic lunch with parents 

Tuesday 4th July 4.00pm-6.00pm Family Fun Day – organised by the PTA 

Wednesday 5th July Reports to parents 

Thursday 6th July 4.00pm – 6.00pm Parents Consultation 

Week beginning 10th July Y6 Residential Trip to Isle of Wight 

Wednesday 19th July Leavers Disco organised by PTA 

4.15 – 5.00pm YR, Y1 and Y2 Disco 

5.15 – 6.00pm Y3, Y4 and Y5 Disco 

6.30 – 8.00pm Y6 Disco 

Friday 21st July School finishes at 2.00pm 

Monday 4th September INSET DAY 

Tuesday 5th September NEW SCHOOL TERM STARTS for children 

FOR SALE 

We have a number of Dell 17” and 1 x BENQ 15” VGA Flat Screen Monitors for sell. 

They have been used but fully working and with a VGA Cable. They do not have a 
guarantee. 

The Dell screens are priced at £10 each and the BENQ screen at £5. 

They are available on a first come, first served basis. 

POLLING STATION 

Please be aware that St Mary’s will be used as a  
Polling Station on Thursday 8th June for the   
General Election, and therefore the school will be 
CLOSED for children on this day. 

School is back open for children as usual on     
Friday 9th June. 

Half Term 

School finishes on Friday 26th May 2017 at 
the normal time.   

The children return to school on Tuesday 6th 
June 2017.   

Please note Monday 5th June is an INSET 
day. 


