
Christmas Masses 

Fr Sean extends his best wishes at Christmas 
time and invites you to attend the Christmas 
celebrations and Masses in the Parish which 
are listed below: 

Saturday 24th December      

Mass of the Vigil of Christmas   6.30pm 

(this fulfils your obligation of coming to Mass on      
Christmas Day, and includes a short Nativity service)   

Carols and Office of Readings  11.30pm 

Sunday 25th December   

Mass       9.30am & 11.30am 

Bad Weather Procedures 

Unfortunately a bad winter is predicted.  If we have very bad weather during the winter e.g. snow, the school may have 
to be closed.  This happens very rarely, but if we need to close school, this is the procedure: 

 Decisions will usually be made on the day of closure 

 If school is due to close it will be announced on one of the local radio stations - BBC Kent and KMFM.  We cannot 
announce that we are open unless there is a change to the opening time. 

 Information on the website will be updated.  The school will also notify parents by Parentmail and text.   

 Announcements will be made regularly or will be on the radio website.  Please note it sometimes takes a while 
before our information is broadcast, particularly if a large number of the other schools are also affected by the 
weather. 

Please keep this in a safe place as the weather forecast is for it to be very cold into next year. 

School Performances 

I am very proud of all the children who are     
working so hard to share the Christmas message 
with you. I know you will be proud. 

This year all monies raised at our performances will be used to 
support our charity World Vision.  Thank you in anticipation of 
your generosity. 
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Christmas Lunch 

Christmas lunch for children is on Tuesday 20th 
December.  If you would like your child to have 
a Christmas lunch, and you haven’t already told the cook, 
please see Clare, outside the school office where she 
takes dinner money every morning.  The cost of the lunch 
will be £2.00 and should be paid on booking.   

THERE WILL BE NO CASH CAFÉ ON THIS DAY OR ON 
WEDNESDAY 21ST DECEMBER.  Because the children are 
having a roast on Tuesday, the menu on the last day of 
term will be Chicken Nuggets, Chips and Beans. 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I am delighted and honoured to be appointed as the new 
Headteacher at St Mary’s Catholic Primary School.  I have 
been fortunate to have worked at St Mary’s for 17 years and 
am dedicated to ensuring each child receives an excellent 
education.  I first began my teaching career 27 years ago, as 
a registered music teacher for Trinity College of Music,     
London and am privileged to have taught for 23 years in  
Primary Education.  I am extremely proud of our children and 
it is a pleasure to work with all our staff, who contribute to 
the special ethos of our school.  Also, thank you to parents 
who have supported me during my years as a teacher at St 
Mary’s and I look forward to building on the success of the 
school.   

During this season of Advent the children have had           
opportunities to reflect, through meditations and prayer, in 
preparation for Christmas.  It has also been a very exciting 
and special time for the children, as they take part in their 
Nativities and in sharing the message of Christmas.  I look 
forward to the wonderful Nativities across the school! 

I would like to thank you for your continued commitment 
and support and I will be inviting you to attend events next 
term.  Please keep checking our newsletters and website: 
stmarysrcp.medway.sch.uk for upcoming events. 

With best wishes to you and your families, for a very happy 
and peaceful Christmas. 

Mrs Maureen Grabski 
Headteacher 

MRS JULIE FRANCE  

It is with sadness that we are saying goodbye to Mrs Julie 
France, our school Clerical Officer, who has been part of our 
school family for the last 9 years.  We thank her for all her 
hard work and commitment to our school over the years and 
we wish her all the best for the future. 



Parent Views 

I am proud of our school and am keen to listen to your 
thoughts about how we are doing.  Next term I will be    
seeking your opinions again through our annual               
questionnaire.   

Lost Property 

We have several items in Lost Property.  Please ask your   
children to come and claim their belongings. 

Please ensure all items are named clearly so that if they are 
found they can be returned promptly to their rightful owner.  
This includes lunch boxes and purses as well as clothes.   

READ WRITE INC 

There is a website recommended by RWI that provides free 
support on reading.  It also includes lots of games and tips 
etc.  The website is www.oxfordowl.co.uk  

This website also has its own Facebook page that parents 
may wish to access. 

Collect FREE donations for our school with all your online 
shopping! 

Please support the pupils at St Mary’s Catholic Primary 
School, by raising much needed funds to support our    
curriculum and events for the children, throughout the 
year.   

All you need to do is register with                                    
www. easyfundraising.org.uk and then visit any of the 
3,000 retailers to start shopping.  After you have made 
your purchase, the retailer will make a donation to our 
school at no extra cost to you.  Thank you! 

Join, shop and raise here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscat
holicprimaryschool1/ 

BAGS2SCHOOL COLLECTION 

Bag2school collection – fundraising for our school. 

We will distribute the bags during the week of the 12th 
December. Please have any unwanted items returned to 
the school ON Monday 16th January. 

Accepted items: Men’s, ladies and children’s clothing, 
paired shoes (tied together or elastic band around),   
handbags, ties, belts, hats,  soft toys, and jewellery.  
Please do not include any items that have not been     
stated, or wet items, as this will be deducted from our 
total.  

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Please remember in your prayers members of 
our school community for whom this is a difficult 
time of year, either through bereavement or  
other difficult circumstances.  Thank you. 

Mini-Vinnies 

Thank you to our Mini-Vinnies who have been work-
ing hard making shortbread and cards for residents at  
local homes for the elderly. 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR 

Our choir have been entertaining residents 
at Brennan House and St Mark’s House with 
their lovely Carol singing this month.  They 
have also been carolling in Gillingham High Street.                
Thank you for your wonderful singing! 

RECEPTION ADMISSIONS  

The closing date for Reception applications is 16th      
January 2017. A place in our Nursery does not guarantee 
a place in Reception and even if your child has a current 
place in the Nursery you must apply separately for a 
place in Reception.  Medway Council would like to     
encourage all parents/carers of children resident in 
Medway to submit their school application online.     
Applying online offers you a quick, easy and secure     
option for submitting your application.  You can apply 
online at:  www. medway.gov.uk/onlineadmissions 

Reading Eggs, Reading Eggspress and Mathletics 

Your child has an individual subscription to: 

Reading Eggs: readingeggs.co.uk 

Reading Eggspress: readingeggspress.co.uk  

Mathletics: uk.mathletics.com 

The games and activities are fun, engaging and educational.  
We celebrate the Class Champions for Reading Eggs and 
Mathletics each month and children receive their individual 
certificates each week. 

Please see your child’s class teacher if you are not sure of 

their login and password details. 

LATE CHILDREN 

Each day more and more children are     
arriving late to school, which is very         
disruptive both for the class and their own 
education. 

The doors open at 8.40am—please make every effort 
to get your child to school for this time.  The doors 
close promptly at 8.50am at which point your child is 
marked late, and this is recorded in the register.   

Pupil Conferences 
Children in Year 1 -6 have all recently taken part in 
their termly Pupil Conferences with their class      
teachers, to discuss their learning journey, progress 
and next steps individually.  This is a very valuable 
and collaborative approach to assessing children’s 
ongoing progress and centres on the quality of   
learning experiences and new challenges. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmaryscatholicprimaryschool1/


SICKNESS 

If your child is suffering from sickness and tummy   
upsets it is important that they stay away from school 
for a minimum of 24 hours.  They can return to school 
once they are well again and have eaten and had a 
drink without being sick again.  Thank you. 

PTA CAKE COMPETITION AND  

SECRET SANTA ROOM 

Thank you for all the cakes that were made and 
donated to the PTA Cake Competition earlier 
this month.  There was a mouth watering selection and the 
individual class winners are listed below. 

NURSERY AM Kadin De Silva    NURSERY PM       Jaiden Ade  

ASH            Albert Stanley    ELM    Annie-Rose Cornelius 

HOLLY            Zach Culley         WILLOW     Noah Edwards 

CHERRY            Harry Brown       BEECH   Evelyn Rudland 

MAPLE            Julia Dzialowa    YEW    Elijah Newman 

POPLAR            No entries           JUNIPER        Poppy Green 

BIRCH            Keegan Thomas PINE              Charlotte Baker 

OAK            Abigail Velasco  CEDAR        Rachel James 

The PTA would also like to thank you for your support for 
their Secret Santa Room—lots of you byought your chil-
dren along to visit the Secret Room and the afternoon was 
a great success.  A special thanks also to the Y3 and Y4 
choir who sang beautifully during the afternoon. 

Together with the discos the PTA raised over £1000 with 
the two events.  A massive thank you to the PTA! 

End of School Term 

School closes at 2pm on  

Wednesday 21st December and starts again on                                       
Thursday 5th January 2017 

The teachers and staff at St Mary’s 
wish you all a very  

Merry Christmas and a  
Happy New Year. 

We have 8 x Dell 17” and 1 x BENQ 15” VGA Flat Screen   
Monitors for sell.  

They have been used but fully working and with a VGA      
Cable. They do not have a guarantee or a power lead. The 
Dell screens are priced at £15 each and the BENQ screen at 
£8.  They are available on a first come, first served basis and      
limited to one per person.  

There is one in Reception area if you wish to look for yourself 
and please speak to the office if you are  interested. 

COFFEE MORNING 

Thank you to our wonderful parents who hosted a very  
successful coffee morning on Friday 25th November, raising 
£40 for school funds.  Thank you all for your support! 

ATTENDANCE 

We have had a visit from our Attendance Advisory Practitioner, Samantha Karnovski.  School attendance targets remain at 96% 
to ensure that pupils reach their full potential. The Local Authority regularly check our attendance figures and will be making 
contact if we have concerns about your child’s attendance or punctuality.  

Getting your child to school on time really matters. Did you know?   

If in a school year your child is late everyday…          Your child would have lost approx…       or they would have missed approx… 

5 minutes                                                                                            3.5 days from school                                       20 lessons 

10 minutes                                                                                          7 days from school                                          41 lessons 

15 minutes                                                                                          10 days from school                                        55 lessons 

20 minutes                                                                                          14.5 days from school                                     82 lessons 

30 minutes                                                                                          22 days from school                                         123 lessons   

Getting your child to school really matters. Did you know? 

If your child’s attendance during the school year is…    your child would have lost approx…  or they would have missed approx… 

95%                                                                                                        9 days                                                               50 lessons 

90%                                                                                                        19 days                                                             100 lessons 

85%                                                                                                        29 days                                                             150 lessons 

80%                                                                                                        38 days                                                              200 lessons 

75%                                                                                                        48 days                                                              250 lessons 

70%                                                                                                        57 days                                                              290 lessons 

65%                                                                                                        67 days                                                              340 lessons 

IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOUR CHILD ARRIVES ON TIME FOR SCHOOL EVERYDAY.                                                           
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION. 


