
Understanding of the World 

Exploring the new classroom, school environment and school 

garden areas. 

Talk about their families. 

Talk about things they like and don’t like. 

Making new friends and getting to know school staff. 

Talk about the things they can see around them. 

Explore the change in seasons from autumn to winter.       

Science investigation for example what makes ice melt the 

quickest. 

Use toys with moving parts or buttons to make things        

happen. 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Drawing pictures of ourselves and our family. 

Making paper poppies, painting firework scenes, Rangoli 

patterns, Diwali lanterns, Christmas crafts.  

Sing songs and nursery rhymes and explore and use           

instruments. 

Use tools competently. 

Selects resources and techniques to create. 

Learning new hymns and festive songs. 

 

RE 

Celebrations: Harvest, Remembrance day,     

Children in Need, Diwali, Bonfire night, Advent, 

Christmas. 

Nativity story and performance. 

God’s world - Creation story, Caring for each 

other and Gods world, reflect on what makes us 

different and special. 

God’s family – be aware we are part of God’s 

family, God’s church, show our love for him and 

others by helping each other and giving gifts. 

Gods greatest gift was to send him son Jesus.     

Personal, Social, Emotional 

Gain confidence to talk to new friends and new adults in 

school. 

Learn school rules and our school community. 

Make new friends and share equipment with others, take 

turns, and resolve conflicts with others. 

Start to understand our feelings and recognise the feelings 

for others.  

Literacy 

Introduce RWI – Hear and say letter sounds, start to 

blend sounds together to begin to read and write 

CVC words and simple sentences. 

Make marks with different materials. 

Give meaning to the marks they make. 

Link sounds to letters 

Write their own name 

Use vocabulary from our experiences of fairy tale 

stories and new texts.  

Maths 

Recognising numbers and counting items to 20. 

Estimating how many items and counting to check. 

Explore and name 2D and 3D shapes. 

Describe position. 

Recreate patterns. 

Order by size, length, weight, height and capacity. 

Find total of two groups by counting all and compare sets of 

objects. 

Use adding and subtracting vocabulary.  

Use language related to time.  

Physical Development 

Learn to take care of ourselves for example dressing and 

undress for PE lessons, doing up coat and putting on shoes. 

Know good hygiene and washing hands when using the 

toilet. 

Move safely following rules. 

Develop hand and pencil control with fine motor activities 

in finger fun sessions. 

Use a range of tools including scissors. 

Use gym apparatus to travel around, under, over, climbing, 

jumping and balancing. 

Learn about speed, moving safely and space awareness. 

Communication and Language  

Learn to listen to others and give attention learning        

situations and follow instructions. 

Respond to and answer questions about stories and key 

events. 

Follow instructions. 

Explore and use new words and vocabulary. 

Use language to role play, imagine, and introduce a       

storyline in their play by recreating roles. 

Reception  

Autumn Term 
Fairy tales and Traditional Stories 

Me and My Family 

Winter 


