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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Homework Policy 

 
 
 
At St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, we want every child to achieve his or her full 
potential.  We believe that homework can play an important part in helping each 
individual succeed.  We believe that parents are the primary educators of their 
children and we, as teachers, are called by God to support them in this role. 
 
Aims 
 
 Homework has a number of purposes: 
 

• To consolidate and support what has already been covered in the classroom 
so that the children are confident in basic literacy and numeracy skills 

• To encourage a regular homework routine, organisational skills and pupil 
independence 

• To provide parents with an opportunity to become fully involved in their 
child’s learning 

• To present occasions for children to respond to more open-ended challenges 
through topics 

 
Working alongside parents 
 
Advice from the government suggests that homework is an essential part of good 
education. 
 
We hope that parents ensure that set tasks are completed and we value all support 
from parents with this. 
 
It is up to parents to agree their own arrangements for where and when homework 
will take place.  However, there are a few factors to consider: 

• Is it a quiet area, without visual and audible distractions, available? 

• Does homework have a regular time slot? 

• Is the child to work alone or with assistance? 

• Is work presented appropriately and neatly? 
 
The intention of all homework is to help every child achieve his or her full potential.  
Therefore, if homework is taking too long or the child is clearly struggling with the 
set task, then parents should use their best judgement and end the homework 
before it causes distress.  In such cases it would be helpful if teachers are informed 
by a written note.  It is important to remember that children also need to spend free 
time following their own interests, doing hobbies, playing or just relaxing.   
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Consultation 
 
Below is a best indication of what homework will normally be set in a given week in 
each year group.  All children will also have opportunities to take part in 
Mathletics/Reading Eggs at home and school. 
Responses from questionnaires to pupils and parents have been analysed.  Parents 
and pupils are overwhelming in their support of homework.  The importance of 
reading, English and Maths homework has been recognised.  However, it is clear 
from the pupils’ and parent responses for more creative types of homework would 
be welcomed e.g. projects and opportunities to make things should continue to be 
included as an option as this is proving to be a positive experience. 
 
Because of the number of children participating in a variety of clubs we have 
concluded that each class teacher will determine the best days for homework after 
consultation with the pupils. 
 

Class Possible weekly homework may include 

Reception • Reading / words linked to RWI 

• Sharing Books 

• Library books 

• Ditty spellings when children are ready and progressing in the 
programme 

• RWI letter sheets  

• Maths activity cards 

Y1 • Reading – books changed Monday and Friday 

• Spellings/Phonics  

• English or Maths homework 

• RWI letter sheets 

• Topic related work – Given on Wednesday to be in on or before the 
following Monday 

• Word lists  

Year 2 • Reading - daily 

• Weekly Spellings/phonics – related to RWI 

• English, Maths or topic homework set on Tuesday for the following 
Monday 

• Times tables – 2x, 3x, 5x and 10x from the Spring Term 

• Occasional topic related work 

Year 3 • Reading every night 

• Times tables 2x to 12x 

• Spellings set on a weekly basis 

• Maths or English homework – set on a weekly expected the 
following Monday 

• Occasional topic related work 



 

Autumn 2017  3 

 

Year 4 • Reading - daily 

• Times tables 2x to 12x tested every Friday 

• Spellings set on a Friday and tested the following Friday 

• Maths or English homework – set on Friday expected the following 
Thursday 

• Occasional topic related work 

Year 5 • Daily reading 

• Weekly spelling and times table tests on Wednesday 

• Maths and English homework will be set each week 

Year 6 • Reading – daily 

• Revision 

• Learn spelling lists and tables facts weekly 

• Homework will normally be set on a Friday and due in Wednesday 

• Booster Maths homework will be set on a Thursday and due in 
Monday or as specified by individual teachers 

• Optional topic related work – as appropriate 

 
As a school we will do our best to: 
 

• Select and set tasks that will be in keeping with the age and ability of the 
children 

• Ensure that instructions and expectations concerning homework are clear to 
all  

• Provide prompt feed back and marking 
 
This policy has been drawn up in consultation with pupils and parents. 
 
This policy will be reviewed in Autumn 2019. 
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